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| Gzoreny CHAUCER: 


T has been obſerved that men of emi-: 
nence in all ages, and diſtinguiſhed 
for the ſame excellence, have gene - 


5 rally had ſomething in their lives fi- 

7 d milar to eachother. The place of 
ws } Homer's nativity, has not been more 

2 _ variouſly conjectured, or his parents 

$ more e differently aſſigned than our author's. Leland, . 
3 who lived neareſt to Chaucer's time of all thoſe who 

+ |. have wrote his life, was commiſſioned by king 
A 1 VIII, to ſearch. all the libraries, and re- 
oy | ligious houfes in England, when thoſe archives were 
8 preſerved, before their deſtruction was produced by 
7.7 the reformation, or Polydore Virgil had conſumed. 

- | - ſuch curious Pecs as would have contradicted his 
'E . framed and fabulous hiſtory. - He for ſome reaſons: _ 


. Wola k N . = Nene: 
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believed Oxſoꝛd or Berkſhire to have given birth to 
this great man, but has not informed us What thoſe. 


reaſdns were that induced him to believe ſo, and at 


preſent there appears no ther, but that the ſeats of 5 
aſſerts, Without producing any authority to ſupport 
it, that Woodftock was the place; which opinion 3 


K- Camden ſeems to hint at, Where he mentions _ 
that town; but it may be ſuſpected that Pitts had 


no other ground for the aſſertion, than Chaucer's 


mentioning Woodſtock park in his works, and having 
a houſe there. But after all theſe different preten- 
ſions, he himſelf, in the Teſtament of Love, ſeems to 
point out the place of his nativity to be the city of 
London, and tho' Mr. Camden mentions the claim 
of Woodſtock, he does not give much credit to it ; 
for ſpeaking / of Spencer (who was uncontrovertedly 


. in London) he calls him fellow citizen to- 


aucer. : 


” Y ; 22 N * : i = % 8 a 3h K K K. d a 
The deſcent of Chaucer is as uncertain, ar 


unfixed by the critics, as the place of his birth. Mr. 


Speight is of opinion, that one Richard Chaucer was 
his father, and that one Elizabeth Chaucer, a nun of 


St. Helen's; in the ſecond year of Richard II. might 


have been his fiſter, or of his kindred. But 
this conjecture, ſays Urty, *'ſeems very ĩimprobable; 
for this-Richard was a vintner, living at the corner 
of Kirton-lane, and at his death ent his houſe, 1 BY ö 


ven, and Roel to the church of St. Mary Alder. 


mary, which in all probability he would not have 
done if he had had any ſons to poſſeſs his fortune; 
nor is it 2 likely he could enjoy the family eſtates 
mentioned by Leland in Oxſordſhire, and at the 


' ſame time follow ſuch, an occupation, Pitts aſ. 
ſierts, that his father was a knight; but tho! there is 
no autherity to ſupport this aſſertion, yet it is rea- 


„lite of Chaucer-prefixed to Oghk's eFtion of that author 
VU!!! 


W 


\ 


attending upon Edward III. and T e 4 
9 A 


- poſition is, ſtrengthened. by Chaucer's firſt applica- 


1328. His firſt ſtudies were 


the records of the Univerſity. From Cambridge he 


-. qualified to make a ſigure in the world, he left his 
learned retirement, and travelled into France, Hol- 
land, and other countries, where he ſpent ſome of 

his younger days. Upon his return he entered him 


nicipal laws of the land. But he bad not long pro- bf 
_ 4aKen notice of by ſome perſons of diſtinQion, by 
5 „„ Ye i pA 
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' GEOFFRY CHAUCER. 2" 
| ſonable to ſuppoſe that he was ſomething ſuperio* , 
to a common employ. We find one John Chaucer; , 


their expedition to Flanders and Cologn, who had 
the King's protection to go over ſea in the twelftng 


year of his reign. It is highly probable that this 


gentleman was father to our Geoffry, and the ſup- 


tion, after leaving the univerſity and inns of law, be- 
ing to the Court; nor is it unlikely that the ſervice , | 

of the father ſhould recommend the ſon 
It is univerſally, agreed, that he was born in the 

ſecond year of the reign of King Edward III. A, D. 

lies n the univerſity of 

Cambridge, and when about eighiteen years of age 

he wrote his Court of Love, but of what college he 
Was is uncertain, there being no account of him in 


— 


was removed to Oxford in order to compleat his 

ſtudies, and after a conſiderable ſtay there, and a 

ſtrĩẽt application to the public lectures of the univer- 
ſity, ne ( ſays Leland) -** a ready logician, a 
ſmooth rhetorician, a pleaſant poet, a great phi- 
<< loſopher, an ingenious mathematician, and a hol 

** divine. That he was a great maſter in aſtronaomy, 
is plain by his diſcourſes of the Aſtrolabe. That 

„he was verſed in hermetic philoſophy (which pre- 
„ yailed much at that time,) appears by his Tale of 

the Chanons Yepman : His. Knowledge int divi- 

nity 15 evident from his Parſon's Tale, and his 

* philofophy from the Teſtament of Love. Thus 


ſelf in the Inner Temple, where he ſtudied the mu- 
ſecuted that dry ſtudy, till bis ſuperior abilities were . 
whoſe 


U 


* 


eee The LI E of RS 
whoſe patronage he then approached the ſplendor 


rious and ſucceſsful, he was a. diſcerning as well as 


wit and parts, and permitted them to approach him, 


learning, he poſſeſſed thoſe of perſon. in a very con- 


nity to which we find him preferred, was that of page 
to the king, a place of ſo much honour and elovi 


_ Exchequer, which in tho 


- months to be his üeld bearer, a title, at that time, 


next the king's perſon, and generally vpon ſignal 


* * 
* 


a % 
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of the court. The reign of Edward HI. was glo- 


a fortunate Monarch; he-had a taſte as well for eru- 
dition as for arms; he was an encourager of men of 


without reſerve. At Edward's court nothing but 

gallantry and a round of pleaſure prevailed, and how 
well qualif ed our poet was to ſhine in the ſoft circles, 

Whoever has read his works, will be at no loſs to de- 
termine; but beſides the advantages of his wit and 


ſiderable degree. He was then about the age of thirty, of 
© a fair beautiful complexion, his lips red and full, 
his ſize of a juſt medium, and his air poliſhed and 
_ _ graceful, ſo that he united whatever could claim the 
approbation of the Great, and charm the eyes of the 
Fair. He had abilities to record the valour of the 
one, and celebrate the beauty of the other, and be- 
ing qualified by his genteel behaviour to entertain 
both, he became a finiſhed courtier. The firſt dig- 


„ pas” bs 


at that time, that Richard II. leaves particular lega- 
_ cies to his pages, when few others of his ſervants 
are taken notice of. In the forty-firft year of Ed- 
ward III. he received try a reward of. n an 
_ annuity of twenty marks per ann. payable out of the 
Y 0 F al no inconſider- 
able penſion; in a year after he was advanced to be 
of his Majeſty's 1 chamber, and a very few 


(tho? now extinQ) of very great honour, being always _ 


victories rewarded with military honours. Our poet 
being thus eminent by his places, contrafted friend. 
ſhips, and procured'the efteem of perſons of the firſt 
quality. Queen Philippa, the Duke'of Lancaſter, 
and his Ducheſs Blanch, ſhewed particular honour. 
VV LEG DG to 
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GEOFFRY-CHAUCER 5 
to him, and lady Margaret the king's daughter, and 
the counteſs of Pembroke gave him their warmeſt 
patronage as a poet. In his poems called the Ro- 
maunt, and the Roſe, and Troilus and Creſeide, he 
gave offence to ſome ceurt ladies by the looſeneſs of 
his deſcription, which the lady Margaret reſented, 
and obliged him to atone for it, by his Legend of 

ood Women, a piece as chaſte as the others. were 

uxuriouſly amorous, and, under the name of the 
Daiſy, he veils lady Margaret, whom of all his 
patrons he moſt eſteemed. e. 
Thus loved and honoured, his younger years were 
dedicated to pleafure and the court. y the recom- 
mendation of the Dutcheſs Blanch, he married one 
Philippa Rouet, fiſter to the guardianeſs of her grace s 

481. who was à native of Hainault: He was 
then about thirty years of age, and being fixed by 
marriage, the king began to employ him in more 
-public and advantageous poſts. In the forty-ſixth 
year of his majeſty's reign, . Chaucer was ſent to 
Venice in commiſſion with others, to treat with the 
Doge and Senate of Genoa, about affairs of great 


importance to our ſtate. The duke of Lancaſter, 
. whoſe favourite paſſion was ambition, which de- 


manded the aſſiſtance of learned men, engaged 


. warmly in our poet's intereſt ;-befides, the duke was 


= 
a 0 


— 


remarkably fond of Lady Catherine Swynford, his 
wife's filter, who was then guardianeſs to his chil- 
dren, and whom he afterwards made his wife; 
thus was he doubly attached to Chaucer, and with 
the varying fortune of the duke of Lancaſter we 
fi-d him ri'e or fall. Much about this time, for 
his ſucceſsful negociations at Genoa, the king grant- 
ed to him by letters patent, by the title of Armiger | 
Nofter, one pitcher af wine daily in the port of 
London, and foon after made him comptroller of 


the cuſtoms, with this particular proviſo, that he 


- ſhould perſonally execute the office, and write the 
accounts relating to it with his own hand. © 
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But as he was, advanced to higher places of truſt, 


ID 


-- 


do. he became more entangled in the affairs of tate, 
the conſequence, af Which proved very prejudicial 


to him. The duke of Lancaſter having been the 


chief inſtrument of raiſing him to dignity, expected 
the fruits of theſe favours in a ready compliance 
with him in all; his deſigns. That prince was cer- 


tainly one of the. prondeſt and moſt ambitious men 


ol his time, nor could he patientiy bear the name 


of a ſubject even to his father; nothing but ah - 

ſolute power, and the title of king could ſatisfy 
him ; upon the death of his elder brother, Edward 
the black prince, he fixed an eye upon the Engliſn 


crown, and ſeemed to ſtretch out an, impatient 


hand to reach it. In this view) he ſought, by all 


means poſhble, to ſecure. his intereſt againſt the 


0 


_ Weceaſe of che old king; and being afraid of the 


oppoſitiqn of the clergy, who are always, ſtrenu- 
ous against an irregular ſucceſſion, he embraced 
the opinions and eſpouſed the intereſts of Wickliff, 


no now appeared at Oxford, and being a man of 
very great abilities, and much eſteemed at court, 


| yo drew over to his party great numbers, as well faſhi- 


onahle as low people. In this confuſion, the duke 
of Lancaſter endeavoured all he could to: ſfnake the 
ꝓower of the clergy, and to procure: vataries a- 


mongſt the leading popular men. Chaucer had ne 


ſtances, (but by 


mall hand in promoting theſe proceedings, both b 

his public intereſt and writings. Towards the cloſe 
Gf Edwards reign, he was very active in the in- 
trigues of the court party, and ſo recommended 


himſelf to the Prince ſucceſſor, that upon his aſ- 


cending the throne, he confirmed to him by the ti- 
tle of Diledtus Armiger Noſter, the giant made by the 
late king of twenty marks per annum, and at the 
ſame time confirmed the other grant of the late 
King ſor a pitcher of wine to be delivered him 


daily in the port of London. In leſs than two years 


after this, we find our poet ſo reduced in his c,rcum- 
what means is unknown) that the 
A. | King 


* * 
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© GEOFFRY'CHAUCER. 7 

| King in order to ſcreen him from his creditors, took © 
him under his protection, and allowed him. till to 

enjoy his former grants. The duke of Lancaſter, 
whole reſtleſs ambition ever excited him to diſturb 
the ſtate, engaged now with all the intereſt of 
which he was maſter to promote himſelf to the 

erown; the opinions of Wickliff gained ground, and 
ſo great a commotion now prevailed amongſt the 


© - clergy, that the king perceiving the ſtate in danger, 


* 


and being willing to ſupport the clerical intereſt, 
ſuffered the archbiſhop of Canterbury to ſummon 
Wicklif to appear before him, whoſe intereſt aſter 
this arraignment very much decayed.“ The kin 
Who was Tevoied to his pleaſures, reſigned himſelt, 
to ſome young courtiers who. hated the duke of Lan- 
caſter, and cauſed a fryar to accuſe him of an at- 
tempt to kill the king; but before he had an op- 
portunity of making out the charge againſt him, the 
rar was murdered in a cruel and barbarous manner 
by lord John Holland, to whoſe care he had been 
committed. 'This lord John Holland, called lord | 
On, and duke of Exeter, was half brother 
to the king, and had married Elizabeth, daughter 
of the duke of Lancaſter. He was a great patron 
of Chaucer, and much teſpeted by him. With 
e duke of Lancafter”s intereſt Chaucer's alſo ſunk. 
His patron being unable to ſupport him, he could 
no longer nes e againſt oppoſite parties, or main 
tain his pods of honour. The duke paſſing over 
ſea, his friends felt all the malice of an enraged 
court; which induced them to call in à number of 
the populace to aſſiſt them, of Which our poet was 
a zealous promoter. One John of Northampton, a 
late lord mayor of London was at the head of theſe + 
diſturbances; which did not long continue; for up- 


Some biographers of Chavcer ſay, that pope Gregory IX. 
gave orders to the archbiſhop of Canterbury to ſummon him, 
and that when a ſynod was convened at St. Paul's, a quarrel | 
happened between the biſhop of London and the duke of Lan- 
caſter, concerning Wickliff's fitting down in their preſence. 

| „„ e 


on beheading one of the rioters, and Northampton's.. 
being taken into cuſtody, the commotion ſublided. 
Strict ſearch was Dat ber 3c Chaucer, : who eſcaped 
into- Hainault ; afterwards he went to France, and 
finding the king reſolute to get him into his hands, 
he fled from thence to Zealand. Several accom- 
plices in this affair were with him, whom he ſup - 
p_rted in their exile, while the chief ringleaders, 
(except Northampton who was condemned at Rea- 
ding upon the evidence of his clerk) had reſtored 
themſelves to court favour by acknowledging their 
crime, and now forgot the integrity and reſolution of 
Chaucen, wg ſuffered exile to ſecure their ſecrets ; 
and ſo'monſtrcufſly ungrateful-were-they, that they 
wiſhed his death, and by keeping ſupplies of mo- 

. ney from him, endeavoured. to effect it; While 
he expended his fortune in removing from place 
to place, and in ſupporting his fellow exiles, ſo far 

from receiving any aſſiſtance from England, his 
apartments were let, and the money received for 

rent was never acccounted for to him; nor cculd 
he recover any from thoſe who owed it him, they 

being of opinion it was impoſſible for him ever 
to return to his own, country. The government 

{till.purſuing their reſentment againſt him and his 


friends, they were obliged to leave. Zealand, and 

Chaucer. being unable to bear longer the cala- 
mities of poverty and, exile, and fincing no ſecu- 
rity wherever he fled, choſe rather to throw him- . 
ſelf upon the laws of his country, than periſh a- 
broad by hunger and oppreſſion. He had not 

long returned till he was arreſted by order of the 

king, and confined in the tower of London. The 

caurt ſometimes flattered him with the return of 
the royal favour if he would impeach his accom- 
pulwKwiͤces, and ſometimes threatened him with im- 

- "mediate deſtruction; their threats and promiſes 
he along while diſregarded, but recollecting the 
ingratitude of his old friends, and the N 
I OE ent, bf „„ 
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GEOFFRY CHAUCER. 9 
feſſon, and according to the cuſtom of trials at 
that time, offered tõ prove the truth of it by 
combat. What the ence oſ this diſcovery 
was to his accomplices, is uncertain, it no doubt 
expoſed him to their reſentment, and . procured 


him the name of a traytor; but the kin , wb. 8 
regarded him as one beloved by his grandfather, 


was pleaſed to pardon him. Thus fallen from a 
heighth of greatneſs, our poet retired to bemoan 
the fickleneſs of fortune, and then wrote his Teſta- 


ment of Love, in which are many pathetic excla- 
mations concerning the viciſſitude of human things, 
which he then bitterly experienced. But as he 
had formerly been the favourite of fortune, when 
dignities were multiplied thick upon him, ſo his 
miſeries now ſucceeded with an equal ſwiſtneſs; he- 
vas not only diſcarded by his majeſty, unpenſioned, 


and abandoned, but he loſt the favour of the duke 


of Lancaſter, as the influence of his wife's ſiſter 
with that prince was now much leſſened... The 
duke being dejected with the troubles in which 
- he was involved, began to refle&' on his vicious 
cCourſe of life, and particularly his keeping that 


lady as his concubine; which produced a reſolu- 


tion of putting her out of his houſe, and he made 


a vow to that purpoſe. Chancer, thus reduced, and 


ke had already ſuffered, he at laſt made à con- 


« 
- 


_ weary of the perpetual turmoils at court, retired to 


Woodſtock, to enjoy a ſtudious quiet; where he 


wrote his excellent treatiſe of the Aſtrolabe; but 
notwithſtanding the ſevere treatment of the govern- 


ment, he ſtill retained his loyalty, and ſtrictly en- 


Joined his ſon to pray for the king. As the pious 
reſolutions of ſome people are often the conſequence 
of a preſent evil, ſo at the return of proſperity they 
are ſoon diſſipated. This proved the caſe with the 
duke of Lancaſter: his party again gathered ſtrength, 
his intereſt began to riſe; upon which he took a- 

gain his miſtreſs to his boſom, and not content with 


3g ; | + Y nonpng - 


— 


% ele I Ter 


Udon 8 honours, and titles upon Het; he 


made her his wife, eee e an act of parliamet to 


legitimate her chil which gave great offence 
to the ducheſs of Glouceſter, the counteſs of Derby, 
zand Arundel, as ſhe then was entitled to take place 
lof chem. With her intereſt, Chaucer's alſo return - 
dend, and after à long and bitter ſtorm, the ſun began 
to ſhine upon him with an evening ray; for at the 
aſixty. fifth year of his age, the —— 4 ren to him, 
aby the title of Delectus ſter, an annuity 
of twenty marks per annum — > his life, as a 
compenſation for e former penſion his needy cir- 
cumſtances obliged him to part with; but however 
ſufficient that might be for preſent ſupport, yet as E 
vas encumberedl with debts, he durſt not appear ꝓu 
lickly till his majeſty again granted him his ere? 


protection to ſcreen him from the perſecution of his 


ereditors; he alſo reſtored to him his grant of a 
pitcher of wine daily, anda pipe annually, to be 
delivered to him by his ſon Thomas, who chat year 
Polſſeſted the office of chief butler to the king. 
Now that I have mentioned his ſon, it 'w i not 
be improper, to take a view of our author's domeſ- 
ticali affairs, at leaſt as ſar as we are enabled by mn. 
ee that have deſcended to our times 
Fhomas his eldeſt fon, was married to one ehe 
igeratefs fortanes in England, Maud, daughter and 


heir of Sir John Burgheerſhe, knightof the garter, 
And Dr: Henry Burgkurſhe biſhop of Lincoln, chan- 


cellor and treaſurer of England. Mr. Speight ſays 
-this lady was given him in marriage by Edward 
III. in return of his ſervices performed in his em- 
Haſſies in France. His ſecond ſon Lewis was born 


An 1381, for when his father wrote the treatiſe of the 


Aſtrolabe, be was ten years old; he was then a 
ſudent in Merton college in Oxford, and pupil to 
Nicholas Strade, but there is no further account of 
bim. Thomas who now enjoyed the office of chief 
butler to his 1 _ arts: 3 5 confirxmęd 


2 | | to 
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to him for life, by letters patent to king Henry IV, 


and continued by Henry VI. In the 2d year of 
Henry IV, we find him Speaker of the Houſe of 
Commons, Sheriff of Oxfordſhire and Berkſhire, and 
Conſtable of W allingford caſtle, and Knaresborough 
caſtle 'duting_ life. In the [6th year of the ſame 

rince, he Was ſent ambaſſador 10 France. In the 
gth of the ſame reign the Commons preſented him 


their Speaker; as they did likewiſe in the 1 1th year. 


Soon after this Queen Jane, 554 to him for his 
good ſervice, = manor. of Woodſtock, N 
7 af and Wotten during life; and in the on 
year, he was again preſented Speaker as he was in the 

2d of Henry 5 and much about that time he was 
ſent by the king, to treat of a marriage with Ca- 


- - therine- day ghter to the duke of Burgundy ;. he Was 


ſent again ambaſſador to France, and alfed 1 95 
a great many public ſtations, Mr. Stebbin 
that he was knighted, but we. "find | no 1 deen oye title 
given him in an record. He di ed at Euwelm, the 
Chief Place f i bi 


3-7 #- 1 "at 


is 70 Ain the e EY 


Bam de 1 Pole te of F Sunil 5 loft Dy 
by the F ury 7 the Vorkiſts, who dreaded his i in- 
fluence in the oppoſite party, tho! he ſtood, pro. 
ſcribed” by the parliament of Henry VI. .for mi 
fo g that eaſy prince. Their 5 1 had . 
ons, os ſecond of hom. Edmun 1 his 


<> ©. 


| hurried FEES: he Auel t the e of N 
| | * ü where. 
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Where qe had acted fo conſiderable a part with 
varied ſucceſs, and retired to Dunnigton caſtle 
near Newbury, to reflect at leiſure upon paſt tran- 
ſuactions in the ſtill retreats of contemplation. In 
this retirement did he ſpend his few remaining 
years, univerſally loved and honoured ; he was fa- 
miliar with all men of learning in his time, and con- 
tracted friendſhip with perſons of the greateſt emi- 

Hence as well in literature as politics; Gower, © 
Occleve, Lidgate, Wickliffe were great admirers, _ 
and particular friends of Chaucer; beſides he was 
well acquainted with foreign poets, particularly 
Francis Petsch e 8 Italian poet, and re- 
. "finer of the language. A Revolution in England 
ſoon after this happened, in which we find Chaucer 
- but little.concerned ; he made no mean compliments 
to Henry IV, but Gower his cotemporary, though 
then very old, flattered the reigning prince, ard 
jnſulted the memory of his murdered Sovereign. All 
acts of N. and grantsin the laſt reign bein 
. , © annulled, Chaucer again repaired to Court to get freſh 
grants, but bending with age and weakneſs, tho' he 
was ſucceſsful in his requeſt, the fatigue of atten- 
dance ſo overeame him, that death prevented his en- 
joying his new poſſeſſions. He died the a th of Octo 
ber in the year 1400, in the ſecond of Henry IV, 
in the 72d of his age, and bore the ſhock of death 
with the ſame fortitude and refignati-n with which 
he had undergone a variety of preſſures, and viciſſi- 
JJ GO; #24 
Dryden ſays, he was poet laureat to three kings, 
bot Urry is of opinion that Dryden muſt be miſtak- 
en, as among all his works not one court poem is 
to be found, and Selden obſerves, that he could find 
nig poet honoured with that title in Eng'and before 
RE reign of Edward IV, to whom one Jorn Kaye 
dicated the Siege of Rhodes in proſe by the title 
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; of his Humble Poet Laureat. | | 
Mr. Camden gives a particular deſcription of this caftle, ; 
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I cannot better diſplay the character of this great 
man than in the following words of Urry. As to 
* his temper,, ſays. he, he had a mixture of the 
© gay, the modeſt and the grave: | His _— 
„ Was deep and extenſive, his judgment ſound an 
« diſcerning; he was communicative of his know - 


- 


% 


*. 98 and ready to correct or paſs over the 
66 


ts of his cotemporary writers. He knew how 


0 judge of and excuſe the flips of weaker capa- 


cities, and pitied rather than expoſed the igno- 


<<. rance of that age. In one word, he was a great 


„ ſcholar, a pleatant wit, a candid critic, a ſocia- 
© ble companion, a ſtedfaſt friend, a great philo- 
„ ſopher, a temperate oeconomiſt, and a pious 
„ chriftian.” As to his genius as a poet, Dryden 
ſpeaking of Homer and Virgil, poſitively aſſerts, 
x qu our author exceeded the latter, and ſtands in 
competition with the former. | 


3 


(than whom a higher authority cannot be 3 5 


- 


| Hoey oo oo 
His 2 1 how unintelligible ſoever it may 
E 1 


ſeem, 3s as: modern as any of his cotempo- 
raries, or of thoſe who followed him at the diſtance 
of 5e or 60 years, as Harding, Skelton and others, 
and in ſome places it is ſo ſmaoth and beautiful, 


2 


that Dryden would not attempt to alter it; I ſhall 


now give ſome account of his works in the order 


in which they were written, ſo far as can be col- 


poetry, of which 8 he may juſtly be call - 
ed the W 3 ſo * n 
times, we may the progreſs of poetry in Eng- 
land from its great * wes, 25 es ful blaze, 
and perfect conſummation in Dryden. 
Mr. Philips ſuppoſes a greater part of his works 
to be loſt, than what we have extant of him; of 
that number may be many a ſong, and many a 
lecherous lay, which perhaps might have been 


* 
* 
— 


written by him while he was a ſtudent at Cam- 
FFF N 


Ss lected from them, and ſubjoin A ſpecimen of his 2 


ä 


— 


ah HT] 3.17 AH Ir E 1 

The Court of Love, as has been before Stored. 5 
was written while he We at Cambridge i in the 
18th ear ef his üg ee... | 

The Craft Lovers was ten in the year &f our 
Word; 1348, and probably the Remedy of Love Was - 
Written about that time, or not long after. 

The Lamentation of Mary Magdalen taken from 
Origen; Was written by. him in his early (55/40 and 

perhaps Boethius de Conſolatione P oſophiz | 
was tranſlated/by him about" the fame tine. 

The Romaàunt of the Roſe, is a tranflation from 
the F reneh: this poem was begun by William de 
Lerris, and continued by John de Meun, both fa- 
mos French poets; it ſeems to have been tranſlated, 
about the time of the riſe of Wickliffe's Opinions, 
it confiſting- of violent invectives againſt religious 8 
Wa. 12 5 
. The Complaistof the BlackKnight, during John 

of Gaunt's courtſhip with Blanch is ſuppoſed to 
be Written en . of the duke of Lancafter' * 
The poem of Troitus and Oreſeide was written in 
the early part of his life, tranſlated (as he ſays) from 
Lollius ar hiſteriographer in Urbane in Italy; he has 
:agded ſeveral A of his own, and borrowed from 
others what he thought proper for the embelliſhment. 
-of this work, and in this refpe& was much indebted 
to his friend Petrarch the Italfan- _ 
The Houſe of Fame; from this poem Mr. Pope 
acknowledges he took the Hint of Us Temple of 
; Fame. T | 

The book of Blaunch the Ducheſs, commonly 
called the Dreme' of Chaucer, was written upon the 
death of that lady. 

The Aſſembly of F owls (or Parlkment of Briddis, : 
Asche calls lit in his Retraction) was written 'before 
the death of queen Philip 
eiche Life of St. Cecilia ſcems to bbs been fit 
2 1 Ts afterwards made one of his Canter- _ 

bury 
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bury Tales which is told by the ſecond N onde: and 

ſo perhaps was that of the Wife of Bath, which te 
adviſes) John ef Gaunt to read, and Was af: erwards. 
inſerted 1 in his Canterbu Tales. 

The Canterbury Tales were written about. the 

year: 1383. It is certain che Tale of the Nonnes 
-Prieft wWwas written after he Inſurrection of Jack 
Straw and Wat Tyler. 

The Flo ser and the bent wels ten by him in 

the Prologue to the Legend of Gode Women. 

Chauceris ABC, called Ia Priere de noſtre bank, 

0 Was written for the uſe of the ducheſs Blaunich. 

The book of the Lion is mentioned in his Re- 
traction, and by Lidgate i in che prologue to the Fall 
of Princes, but is now loſt, as is that. 

De Vuleani vene, i. e. of the Brocke of Vulcan, 
Which 1 is-likewiſe mentioned by 'Lidgate. 

La belle Dame fans Mercy, was tranſlated from 

thc Drocoh'of Alain Chartier, ſecretaty to Lewis FAT, 
king of France. 

'The Complaint of Mars and Venus was, ee 
from. the Freneh of Sir Otes de Grantfon, a F rench 
poet. 

B Complaint of Amid to falſe Arcite? © f 

The Legend of Gode Women (called the Aſſem- 
bly of: I Lale, and by ſome the Nineteen Ladies) 
was written to oblige the queen, at the requeſt of 
the counteſs of Pembroke. 
The treatiſe of the Conelufion of the Aftolabie 
was written in the year 1391. 
Of the Cuekow/ and N wötteg⸗de this ſeems by 
the deſcription to have been written at Woodſtock. 
The Ballade beginning In Feverre, &c. was a 
compliment to the counteſs of Pembroke. : 

Several other ballads are aſcribed to him, me 

of which are juſtly ſuſpected not to have been his. 
The comedies 1 to him are no other than his 
Canterbury Tales, and 1 were 7 the 
3 tell 8 

— 3 i 8 The 


% * 2 


* 


. The LI FE of 

The Teflamenit of Love was written in his trou- | 
ble the latter part of his liſe. 
The Song beginning Fly ſro the Preſe, &e. was 25 
written in his death- bed. 

Leland ſays, that by the conſent of the 1 
in his time, the Plowman's Tale was attributed to 
"Chaucer, but was ſuppreſſed in the edition then ex- 
tant, becauſe the vices of the clergy were expoſed 
in it, Mr. Speight in his life of Chaucer, printed 
in 1602, mentions a tale in William Thynne's firft 
printed, book of Chaucer's works | more odious to 
the clergy than the Plowman's Tale. One thing 
muſt not be omitted concen:ing the works of Chau- 
cer. In the year 1526 the biſhop of London pro- 
hibited a great number of books which he thought 
had a tendency to deſtroy religion and virtue, as 
; did alſo the king in 1529, but in ſo great eſteem 
were his works then, and ſo highly valued by the 

ople of taſte, that I were er wen; of 2 
e of that act. 


The Panponins Proroous. 


Lordings ! quoth he, in chirch when J wrecks; 
I paine mee to have an have an hauteine ſſ peche 3 
And ring it out, as round as doth a bell; _ 
For I can all by rote that I tell. 
My teme is always one, and ever was, 

(Radix omnium malorum eſt cu iditas) 
Firſt, I pronounce fro whence 1 come, 
And then my bills, I ſhew all and ſome : 

- Our liege - lords ſeal on my patent! 
That ſhew I brſt, my body to warrent; 
That no man be ſo bold, prieſt ne clerk, 

Me to diſturb of Chriſt's holy werke; 
And after that I tell forth my tales, 

Of bulls, of popes, and of cardinales, 

. patriarkes, and of biſhops I ſhew ; 

23 And! in Latin I ſpeake * a few. 
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To ſaver with my predication, | 5 
And for to ſtere men ta devotionn : 
Then ſhew J forth my long, chriſtall 8 
TFctammed full of clouts and of bones; 
Relickes they been, as were they, echone 
Then have I, in Latin a ſhoder- bone, 
Which that was of an holy Jewes-ſhepe. 
Good men, ſay; take of my e pro) 35 5 ' 
If this bone be waſhen in any:well, S 
If cow, or calſe, ſhepe, or ox wel 1a | 
That any worm hath eaten, or hem e $31 
Take water of this well, and waſh his tong,” 
And it is dane anon: And furthermore, | 
Of pockes, at nd ſcabs, and every ſore hy 
_ Shall ſhepe be hole that of this well! 
.  Drinketh a drayats : Take keep of that Len! 2 
If that the good. man, that beaſts oweth, -. 5 
Woll every day, ere the cocke croweth, ads 
25 Falling drink of this well, a draug 5 han olle . 
l As thilk holy Jew our elders: nnnght) at 0 
His beaſts. and his ſtore ſhall maltiplie': 22 1 In 
And firs, alſo i it-healeth jęalouſie, We 't 
Por, though a man be fa Hin jealous rage, {od1 t 
Let make with this Water his, % Nie 
And never ſhall he more his 1 . me. 
Thughe, in ſooth, the defaut by her wiſt: 
All had ſhe taken prieſts tu /o or three! 7 5 
Here is a mittaine eke, that ye may ſee. 
He that has his hand well put in this mittaine; 
He ſhall have multiplying of his graine, 
When he hath ſowen, be it wheat or a n 
So that he offer good e ut 1: 539 
1 att 2 435 | 
Thoſe who would prefer, the choughts 'of this fa . 
ther of Engliſh poetry, in a modern dreſe, are re- 
ferred to the elegant verſions of him, by Dryden, 
Pope, and others, who have done Wy api to 
their ee MWg ek | = 
e 8 ; 


1 Sir . 
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1 T has been diſputed amongſt the crities whether 
I this poet preceded or followed Chaucer. Mrs. 
Cooper, author of the Muſes Library, is of opinion 
that he preceded Chaucer, and obſerves that in 
more places than one that great poet ſeems to copy 
Langlandꝭ but I am rather: inelined to believe that 
he was cotemporary with him, which accounts for 
her obſervation, and my conjecture is ſtrengthened 
by the conſideration of: his ſtile, which is equally 
unmuſical and obſolete with Chaueer 's; and tho* Dry- 
den has told us that Chaucer exceeded! thoſe who 
followed him at 50 or 60 years diſtanee, in point 
of ſmoothneſs, yet with great ſubmiſſion to his judg- 
ment, I think there is ſome alteration even in Skel- 
ton and Harding, which will appear to the reader 
to the beſt advantage by a quotation. Of Langland's 
family we have no account. Selden in his notes on 
Draiton's Poly Olbion, quotes him with honour; 
but he as entirely neglected by Philips and Win- 
ſtanly, tho che ſeems to have been a man of great 
genius: Beſides Chaucer, few. poets in that or 
the ſfubſequent age had more real inſpiration or po- 
etical enthuſiaſm in their compoſitions. One can- 
not read the works of this author, or Chaucer, with- 
out lamenting. the unhappineſs af a fluctuating lan- 
age, that buries in its ruins even genius itſelf; 
or like edifices' of fand; every breatk of time de- 
faces it, and if the form remain, the beauty is loſt. 
The piece from which ſhall quote a few lines, is a 
work of great length and labour, of the allegoric 
kind; it is animated with a lively and luxurious 
tion pointed with a variety of pun- 
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gent ſatire; and dignified with many excellent 
leſſons of .morality'; but as to the conduct of che 
whole, it does not appear to be of a piece; 'every 


viſion ſeems a diſtinct rhapſody, and does not carry 


adyancement of piety, and reſormation of the Ro- 
man clergy. The pieee before us is entitled he _ 
Viſion of Piers the Plowman, and I hall quote that 


on either one ſingle action or a ſeries of many; 


but we ought rather to wonder at its beauties than 
cavil.at its defects; and if the poetical deſign is 
broken, the moral is entire, which, is uniform the 


particular part which ſeems to have furniſſied a hint 


to Milton in his Paradiſe Loſt, ** 45 1. 475% uf 


Kinde Conſcience tho heard, and came out of 


©: the planets, 


* - 
$*-4 


Aud Tent forth bis Lorrioues, 9 Ss 1 | | 


Coughes, and cardicales, Ny r And dane 
aches, 9 10 1 

Reums, and ragondes, and raynous ſealles, 15 

By les, and blothes, and burning agues 

Freneſes, and foul euyl, foragers of Kinde! 


„ Rr „ of din. in har 3 


There Was harrow⸗ andhelp! here cometh Kinde | 


With death that's dreadful, ro undone us a Ban 


N the hoore, he was in vaw-wardl 4 
And bare the baner before death; thy right be nt 


—dcäalaymed !. 


Einde came after, * Sen 800 ſores, e, 
As pockes, and peſtilences, and much purple 


ar Kinda, eee. n 


4d Death came driving after; and all to duſt; be den 


e, __ n knights and Paper fue 
eee 93 ee ee 

Before his eyes a pear d, ſad, . 8 

A aha GM [de Hera . ere laid 


; bathors | Numbers 
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N . os all diſeaſed: all . 
Of ghaſtly ſpaſm, or racking torture, qualms_ 
Of heartfick agony, all fev'rous kinds, 

e epilepſies, fierce catarrhs, 

, Inteſtine ſtone and ulcer, .cholic-pangs 

el phrenzy, moping melancholy 

And moon: ſtruck madneſs, pinin atrophy, | 
Maraſmus, and wide waſting peſtilence, - 
Dropſies and aſthmas, and e rheums 3 

Dire was the tofling ! deep the groans I deſpair 

Tended the ſick, buſieſt from couch to — 1 

And e over chem, trium umphant death his dart 

ee ee ee 3535 
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Fires in the reign of Edward III. Rs 
Richard II. He was  cetemporary - with 
Chaucer and much eſteemed and honoured by 
him, as appears by his ſubmitting his Troilus 
and Creſſida to his cenſure. Stow in his Survey of 
London ſeems to be of opinion that he was no 
knight, but only an eſquire; however, it is certain 
he was deſcended of a knightly family, at Sitten- 
ham in Yorkſhire. He received his education in 
London, and ſtudied the law, but being poſſeſſed 
of a great fortune, he dedicated himſelf more to 
. Pleaſure and poetry than the bar; tho he ſeems not 
to have made any proficiency in poetry, for his 
works are rather cool tranſlations, than originals, 
and are quite deſtitute of poetical ſire. Bale makes 
him Equitem Auratum & Poetam Laureatum, but 
Winſtanly ſays that he was neither laureated nor 
hederated, but only roſated, having a chaplet of 
15 four roſes about his head in his monumental florſe 
ZI 25 | crptted 
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his adulation to Henry I | 
ed in the year 1402; and as he is ſaid to have been 
born ſome years before Chaucer, ſo he muſt have 
been near fourſcore years of age: He was buried in 
St. Mary Overy's in Southwark, in the chapel of 


erected in St. Mary Overy's, Southwark: He was 


held in great eſteem by King Richard IF, to whom 
he dedicates a book called Confeſſio Amantis. That 
he was a man of no honour appears by his behavi- 
our when the revolution under Henry IV ow ; 
-_ 


pened in England. He was under the higheſt ob 


gations to Richard II; he had been preferred, 
patronized and honoured- by him, yet no ſooner 
did that unhappy prince (who owed his misfor- 
tunes in a great meaſure to his generoſity and eaſi- 


neſs of nature) fall a ſacrifice to the policy of Hen- 


ry and the rage of rebellion, but he worſhiped the 
Riſing Sun, he joined his intereſt with the new 


king, and tho' he was then ftone-blind, and, as 
mi he naturally be imagined, too old to defire either 


riches or power, yet he was capable of the groſſeſt 


flattery to the reigning prince, and like an ungrate- 
fal a0 ;nſulted Is memory of his — rv 
ſovereign and generous patron. He ſurvived Chau- 
cer two years; Wi y ſays, that in his old age 
he was made a juCge, ; gr in conſequence of 

V. His death happen- 


St. John, where he founded a chauntry, and left 


money for a mais to be daily ſung for him, as alſo 


an obit within the church to be kept on Friday after 
the feaſt of St. Gregory. He lies under a tomb of 


ſtone, with his image alſo of ſtone over him, the 


hair of his head auburn, long to his ſhoulders, but 
curling up, and a ſmall forked beard ; on his head 


a chaplet like a coronet of roſes ; an habit of purple, | 

damasked down to his feet, and a collar of gold a- 

bout his neck. Under his feet the likeneſs of three - 

books which he compiled; the firſt named Speculum * 

Meditantis, written in Freneli; the ſecond Vox 

Clamantis, in latin; the third Confeſſio Amantis, 
1 5 * 5 : | | ; 4 in 


— 


22. The 11 ft 42 1 

in * this laſt piece was printhd 26s one Tho- 
VVV Berchalktte; and by him dedicated to King 
Henry VIII. His, Vox:clamaiitis, with his- Chronica 
Tripartita, and other works, bath im Latin and 

French, Stow ſays he had in his poſſeſſion, but his 

-  Speculum Meditantis he neverifaw. Befides on the 
wall where he lies, there wert painted three virgins 
crowned, one of want: en GOAT] 
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Am toy quies firade Dieu le beet 11 
—— eeffpierre; - a bas v. 
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The ſecond. writing Marc; With this orice, 111 
O bene Jeſu fait ta merey, TS Fe 
Alame, dont la e giltie. - 18 


The third. artig Ber: Siaea the rg | be 

Pour ta pitie 99 bas gie 

Et deer ame, en ſauy e garde, * 452 
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His mer, in a Field Argent, mu Ob on 4 

Azure, three Leopards heads or, their tongues 
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hom Sculeam: 1 mode fore Gbi tum, 
Reddidit immolutum morti generale tributum, 
Spiritus exutum ſe gaudeat eſſe ſolum 
Eft ubz virtutum ar ve ſine de eſt ſtatam. 
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| 727 ſhall: takers a eee Men a ſmall iece of hie 
called the Envious Man and the Miſer; by which it 5 
will appear, that he was not, as Winſtanley ſays, a 
refiner of our language, but on the other hand, chat | 
. . 205 or no F lbs 8 
wi 65 5 93 - Of 
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in of Jupiter Fog I — n 42 
How, whilom, that he woulde wite, wis 
Upon the plaintes, which he herde 
Among the men, how that it . 14 
5 As of her wronge condition | wow i} 
© "And ar Fiennes? 11782 in 1 
Nee or that cauſe, Somme denten 61 101 
An an gel, which aboute Went, wy . obs 
Tb kerhe aa kane mais, ee 
' Hin nnn 1655 IT 
Finder the e ae mentioned our poet 
wrote the following: 
8 3 em d Aden 5 ms 
De CompunRione Cordi, is dne bock 2 
Chronicon Ricatdi ſec undi © 169% bak. 5 0 
Ad Henricum Quartum, in dne boek 
; 3 282 Pacis) in.one"byok;, 
| Reps Henrico, quarto, dens back * 
Z Be Peſte Vitiorum, in one pH mg V 
; Serutinium Lucis, in one bock 
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5 De Regimine Principum, ——— 4 " ” : 
5 De Conjugi Dignitate dalle {& 
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: { \Qn _ called- be men of Bhry; peng > 
5 native of that place. He as another diſci 5 
and admirer of Chaucer, and it muſt be owned far 


excelled his maſter, in the article of verſiſication. 
- After ſome time ſpent i in our Engliſh univerſities, he 
irgvalted thro France and Italy, improving his time 
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thematician, au acute philoſopher, and no mean 
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them. He writ a called the Life and Death 
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my the Mat Parts of — the languages 3 
. Pitſeus ſays, he was not only an elegant poet, 
ere an eloquent rhetorician, but 8 expert ma- 


divine. His verſes were ſo very ſmooth, and in- 
deed to a modern ear they appear ſo, that it was 
ſaid of him by his cotemporaries, that his wit was 
framed and faſhioned by the:Muſes themſelves. Af- 
ter his return from France and Italy, he became tu- 
tor to many noblemen's ſons, and for his excellent 
endowments was much efteemed and reverenced by 


of Hector, from v w hich | 1 00 , a e of 
his verſication. 5 


T am a monk by my ay pon 20 | 
In Bury, called” John ate hers mike me, 
7 dt wich the N 
1 my life agree n the 
hat meddle thould wich thi _ 
A needs conſe anto-you al 2 
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But ſeeing e ata N 
At“ his commands whom I could not . 
I humbly do beſeech all thoſe that 2 
Or leiſure have this ſtory to peruſe- 
If any fault therein they ſind to be, 
Or error chat e bs by 2 cl 7 NY 


355 That they will — their —— take! pain, - 
The rather to correct and mend che ſame, 
Than raſly to conde nin it with diſdain, 
For well 1 wot it is not without blame, 
- Becauſe I know the veiſe therein is wror 0 
10 Ap pore W and IG too my 
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JohN HARDING. | TH 
His to the ſtory of Thebes; a tale (as he 
fa ys) Nee to tell, at the anni: 
ks hoſt of the T'abard in Southwark, whom he found 
in Canterbury with the reſt ofthe pilgrims who went 
to viſit St. Thomas's ſhrine, is remarkably ſmooth 
for the age in which he writ, This ſtory was firſt © 
written in Latin by Chaucer, and tranſlated by Lyd- - 
pow into Engliſh: verſe, Pitſeus ſays he writ, partly 
roſe and partly in verſe, many exquiſite learn- 
4 amongſt which. are eclogues, odes, _ 
f He flouriſhed in the reign of Henry VI. 
and died in the ſixtieth year of his age, ann. 1440, 
and-was buried in his own DOI ug, 3 


this epitaph, 
1 42 


NMortuns ſeclo, . . - FRO 4 43 ts 
bp pas Ly 4 tumulatus urn: — g 


celebris een 1 
| *" Finnga Pocſis. e Ip 
"Which i is thus. rendered into "Engl by Wins” 
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Dead! in this world, FEAS 3 4 un at 

Intomb'd. within this urn doth Lydgate lie; if 

In former times fam'd for his arg 334 
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rOHN HA RDING, the famous Engliſh Chic: 
nologer, was born ſays Bale) in the Northern 
parts, and probably Yorkſhire, being an Eſquirs 
of an eminent parentage. He was a man ad- 
dicted ny: to ums and arts, in-the former of | 


i 


JJ ͤ ͤ . -. 
which he ſeems to have been the greateſt profi- 
cient: His firſt military exploit was under Robert 
Um'Teuil, governor of Roxborough Caſtle, where 
he diſtinguiſned himſelf againſt the Scots, before 
Which the King of Scotland was then encamped, 
and unfortunately loſt his life. He afterwards 
followed the ſtandard of Edward IV. to whoſe in- 
tereſt both in proſperity and diſtreſs he honourably 
adhered. But what endeared him moſt to the fa- 
vour of that Prince, and was indeed the maſter- 
piece of his ſervice, was his. adventuring into Scot- 


land, and by his courteous inſinuating behaviour, 


ſo far ingratiating himſelf into the favour of their 
leading men, that he procured the privilege of 
looking into their records and original letters, a 
copy of which he brought to England and pre- 
ſented to the King. This ſucceſsful atchievement 
eſtabliſhed him in his Prince's affections, as he was 
ſollicitous to know how often the Kings of Scotland 
had taken oaths of fealty and ſubjected themſelves 
to the Engliſh Monarchs in order to ſecure their 
crown. Theſe ſubmiſſions are warmly diſputed by - 
the Scotch hiſtorians, who in honour of their country © 
contend that they were only yielded for Cumberland 
and ſome parcels of land poſſeſſed by them in Eng- 
land ſouth of Tweed; and indeed when the 
warlike temper and invincible ſpirit of that nation 
is conſidered, it is more than probable, that the 
Scotch hiſtorians in this particular contend only for 
truth. Our author wrote a chronicle in verſe of all 
our Engliſh Kings from Brute to King Edward IV. 
for which Dr. Fuller and Winſtanly beſtow great 
encomiums upon him; but be ſtems to me to be 
totally deſtitute of poetry, both from the wretch-. 
edneſs of his lines, and the unhappineſs of his 
ſubject, a chronicle being of all. others the drieſt, 
and the leaſt ſuſceptible of poetical ornament ; but 
let the reader judge by the ſpecimen ſubjoined. 
Hie died about the year 1461, being then ver 
N | . | | aged, 


| JOHN SKELTON. 2 
| aged. From Gower to Barclay it muſt be obſer 
ved, that Kings and. Princes were 9 * 
| patrons of poets. - ERS 7 
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on the magnificent houſbold f King R Richard I. | 


© Truly 1 herd Robert Irelefe Simi 4 
Clark. of he Green Cloth, and that to the houſhokd, 
Came every day, forth moſt part alway, e 
Ten thouſand folk by his meſſes told; | 
That followed che houſe, aye as they wold; 
And in the kitchen, three hundred ſcruitours, Pe” 
And in eche office many occupiours, ' Zn. 
And ladies faire, with their gentlewomen * 71 
Chamberers alſo; and launderers, 97 — 
Ihree hundred of them were occupied „ 
There was great pride among the officers, - | | 
And of all men far paſſing their compeers, 75 
Of rich arraye, and muc ws. 4 more coftous, 
0 Thau was gens: or ſacks a more HN 
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W A 8 born of an ancient family i in . 
land, he received his education at Oxford, 
and entering into holy orders was made rector of 
Dyſſo in Norfolk in the reign of Henry VIII. cho 
more probably he a 1 firſt in that of Henrx 
VII. and may be faid to be the growth of that time. 
That he was a learned man Bra has confirmed, 
who in his letter to King Henry VIII. ile m 
um, Britanicarum Literarum Lumen 8 Decus ; i SES 
ſtile is zam ung and looſe, yet he was not with- - 
out invention, his ſatire is ſtrongly pointed. 
| He lived near fourſcore years after Chaucer, but 
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ſeems to have made but little improvement in ver- 
ſification. He wrote ſome bitter ſatires againſt the 
clergy, and particularly, his keen reflections on 
Cardinal Wolſey drew on him ſuch ſevere proſecu- 
tions, that he was obliged to fly for ſanctuary to 
Weſtminſter, under the protection of Iſlip the Abbot, 
where he died in the year 1529. It appears by his 
poem entitled, The Crown of Laurel, that his per- 
formances were numerous, and ſuch as remain 
are chiefly theſe, Philip Sparrow, Speak Parrot, 
the Death of King Edward IV. a Treatiſe of the 
Scots, Ware the Hawk, the Tunning of Elianer 
Rumpkin. In theſe pieces there is a very rich vein 
of wit and humour, tho' much debaſed by the ruſt 
of the age he lived in. His ſatires are remarkably 
broad, open and ill-bred ; the verſe cramped by a 
very ſhort meaſure, and encumbered with ſuch a pro- 
fuſion of rhimes, as makes the poet appear almoſt 
as ridiculous as thoſe he endeavours to expoſe. In 
his more ſerious pieces he is not guilty of this ab- 
ſurdity; and confines himſelf to a regular ſtanza, 
according to the then reigning mode. His Bouge 
of Court is a poem of ſome merit: it abounds wi 
wit and imagination, and ſhews him well verſed in 
' human nature, and the infinuating manners of a 
court. The allegorical characters are finely deſcrib- 
ed, and well ſuſtained; the fabric of the whole I 
believe entirely his own, and not improbably may 
have the honour of farniſhing a hint even to the in- 
'Imitable Spencer. How or by whoſe intereſt he was 
made Laureat, or whether it was a title he aſ- 
ſumed to bimſelf, cannot be determined, neither 
is his principal patron any where named; but if 
his poem of the Crown Lawrel before mentioned 
has any covert meaning, he had the happineſs of 
having the Ladies for his friends, and the 'counteſs 
of Surry, the lady Elizabeth Howard, and ma- 
ny others united their ſervices in his favour. 
When on his death-bed he was charged with 
5 ; 3 + = | having 
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having children by a miſtreſs he kept, he pro- 


teſted that in his conſcience he kept her in the 


notion of a wife: And ſach was his cowardice, +, 


that he choſe rather to confeſs adultery. than own 
marriage, a crime at that time more ſubjected to 
puniſhment than the Sher. 3 | _ 


The ProLoove to the Bovos Cover, ; 


In WR whats the fanne in vyrgyne, 

By radyante hete, enryped hath our corne, 
When Luna, full of mutabyhyte, 

As Emperes the dyademe hath worne 

Of our Pole artyke, ſmylynge half in corne, 
At our foly, and our vnſtedfaſtneſſe, 
The tyme when. Mars to Warr⸗ * did ares, 


. cahynge e mynde che ary aufloryte.." 
of poetes olde, whiche full craftely, 
Vnder as couerte termes as coulde be, 
Can touche a trouthe, and cloke ſabeylyy 3 
Dove mo. Vtterance; coma ſenteyouſly, . 
erſe in ſtyle: ſome ſpared not vyce to 1 
Some of e ara dyd N nt r . 


His * ak 4 ; many a 4 could be collected 
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Meditations on St. Ann. > | 25 
on the Virgin er Ned 5 7 

— en Dame Anne | 
Elyner Rummin, the famous ale wife een get, F 


oft printed, the laſtceditibn 1624. 


The Peregrinations of haman eee A 
Solitary Sonnets. & 7-9 20: Qt 


The Art of dying well. 
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Tavedtive againſt William Lyle Ge Grammarian. 
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E pitaphs on Kings, P rinces, and Nobles. ; 
Collin Clout. | Ti +. 


--Paetical Fancies and Saties 1h 
Verſes on the Death of Arthur Prince of Wales. 
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ALEXANDER BARCLAY. 
JE was an author of ſome eminence and merit, 
« tho” there are few things preſerved concerning 
him, and he has been neglected by almoſt all the 
- biographers- of the poets. _ That excellent writer 
Mrs.. Cooper ſeems to have a pretty high opinion of 
his abilities; it is certain that he very confiderably 
refined the language, and his verſes: are — 
ſmoother than thoſe of Harding, who wrote but a 
few years before him. He ſtiles himſelf Prieſt, and 
Chaplain in the College of St. Mary, Otory, in the 
county of Devon, and afterwards Monk of Ely. 
His principal work. is a tranſlation of a ſatirical 
piece, written originally in high Dutch, and enti- 
tled the Ship of Fools: It expoſes the characters, 
vices, and follies of all degrees of men, and tho? 
much inferior in its execution to-the Canterbury 
_ 'Fales, has yet conſiderable merit, eſpecially when it 
zs conſidered how barren and unpolite the age was in 
which he flouriſhed. * In the prologue to this he 
makes an apology for his youth, and it appears 
that the whole was ſiniſned Anno Dom. 1508, 
Which was about the cloſe of the reign of Henry 
VII. In elegancy of manners he has the advan- 
tage of all his predeceſſors, as is particularly re- 
markable in his addreſs to Sir Giles Alington, his 
atron. The poet was now grown old, and the 
knight deſiring him to abridge and improve Gower's 
Confeſſio Amantis, he declines it in the politeſt 
% ůeͥ rg og n, 
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ALEXANDER BARCLAY. 21 
manner, on account of his age, profeſſion, ank 
inſirmities; but tho” love is an improper ſubject, 
« ſays he, L am ſtill an admirer of the ſex, and ſhall - 
introduce to. the honour of your acquaintance, . 
four of the fineſt ladies that nature ever framed,: 
© Prudence, Temperance, Juſtice, and Magnanimity;” 
the whole of the addreſs is exceeding caurtly, and 


from this I ſhall quote a few lines, which will botly 
illustrate his politeneſs 128 arenen OE” 


To you theſe accorde ; ; theſe unto you are FAR 
Of you late proceeding as as their head ar ol 
ede ta yne , LY, 
Your life as example i in inen 1 enſue; $ 
For, more then my writing within it can contayne ; . 
Your manners \pofrormeth: and doth - there at- 
Nane: T ; 4 
80 touching theſe vertues, ye Hard in your living 
More than this my meter conteyneth in . 
My dities indited may counſell many one, 
But not you, your maners ſurmounteth. my 5 
„ : dacrine-..-/: 
8 1 en you, and your: maners all . 
ot One, £4 
A fien whoſe living my on 1 combine: 
So other men inſtructing, I muſt to you es: 
Conforming my proceſs, as much as I am ables” 
O your fad eons and maners commendable.” = 


He was author of, the following Pieces, 
Lives of ſeveral of the Saints. 

Saluſt's R of the n war cranſlate@/ 7 
into Engliſh. 7 
The Caſtle of Labour, tranſlated from. the French „ 
into Engliſh. 4 85 5 
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Bale gives this author but an indifferent e 
as to his morals; he is ſaid to have intrigued with 
women nenen his clerical NEL It is. 
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certain he was a gay courtly man, and perhaps, tho” 
he eſpouſed the Church in his — he held 

their celebacy and pretended chaſtity in contempt, 

aancd being a man of wit, indulged. himſelf in thoſe - 
| Pleaſures, which ſeem to be hereditary to the poets. 


Sir Tomas Mort, 


HO" poetry is none of the excellencies in which 
1 this great man was diſtinguiſhed, yet as he 
_ wrote fome verſes with tolerable ſpirit, and was in 
almoſt every other reſpect one: of the foremoſt geni- 
uſſes our nation ever produced, I imagine a ſhort 
account of his life here will not be difagreable to the 
readers, eſpecially as all Biographers of the Poets 
before me have taken notice of him, and ranked 
him amongſt the number of Bards. Sir Thomas 
More was born in Milk-ſtreet, London, A. D. 1480. 
He was ſan to Sir John More, Knight, and one of 
the Juſtices of the King's-Bench, a man beld in the 
higheſt eſteem at that time for his knowledge in the 
law and his * in the adminiſtration of juſtice, 
It was objected by the enemies of Sir Thomas, 
that his birth was obſcure, and his family mean; 
but far otherwiſe was the real caſe. judge More 
bore arms from his birth, having his coat of arms 
quartered, which proves his having come to his 
inheritance by deſcent. His mother was likewiſe a 
woman of family, and of an extraordinary virtue. 
Doctor Clement relates from the authority of our 
author himſelf, a viſion which his mother had, the 
next night after her marriage. She thought ſhe 
ſaw in her ſleep. as it were engraven in her wedding 
ring, the number and countenances: of all the chil- 
dren ſhe was to have, of whom the face of one 
GE ; : 3 « 3 WAS N 


* ſmiling ſweetly upon her. 
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was fo dark and obſcure, that ſhe could not well 
diſcern it, and indeed ſhe afterwards ſuffered an 
_ untimely delivery of one of them: the face of the 
other ſhe beheld ſhining moſt gloriouſly, ”y which 

the future fame of Sir Thomas was pre- ſignified. 
© She alſo bore two daughters. Bub. ho this ſtory is. 
told with warmth by his great grandſon, who writes 
his life, yet, as he was a Roman Catholic, and 
and diſpoſed to a ſuperſtitious belief in miracles and 
viſions, there is no great ſtreſs to be laid upon it. 
Lady More might perhaps communicate this vifion. 
to her ſon, and he have embraced the belief of it; 
but it ſeems to have too little authority, to deſerve. 
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Another miracle is related by Stapleton, which 
is ſaid to have happened in the infancy of More. 
His nurſe one day crofling a river, and her horſe, 
ſepping into a deep place, expoſed both her and 


the child to great danger. She being more anxious 


for the ſafety of the child than her own, threw him 
over a hedge into a field adjoining, and efcaping, 
likewiſe from the imminent danger, when ſhe came 
to take bim up, ſhe found him quite unhurt and 
He was put to the free-ſchool in London called St. 
Anthony 's, under the care of the famous Nicholas Holt, 
and when he had with great rapidity acquired a know - 
ledge of his grammar rules, he was placed by his fa- 
- ther's intereſt under the great Cardinal Merton, arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, and Lord High Chancellor, 
Whoſe gravity and learning, generoſity andtenderneſs,, - 
tree gez men to love me henour him. To him 
More dedicated his Utopia; which of all his works 
is unexceptionably the moſt maſterly and finiſhed.: 
The Cardinal finding. himſelf too much incumbered- 
With buſineſs, and hurried with ſtate affairs to ſuperin- 
tend his education, placed him in Canterbury College 
in Oxford, whereby his aſſiduous e 
his extraordinary — and vivacity of wit, 
: | x 
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he acquired the firſt character among the ſtudents, 
and then gave proois of a genius that would one day 
make a great blaze in the world. When he was but 
eighteen years old ſuch was the force, of his under- 
ſtanding, he wrote many epigrams which were high-_ 
ly eſteemed by men of eminence, as well abroad as 
at home. Beatus Rhenanus in his epiſtle to Bili- 
balus Pitchemerus; paſſes great encomiums upon 
them, as alſo Leodgarius 4 . public reader 
of humanity at Paris. One Brixius a German, 
who envied the reputation of this young epigra- 


matiſt, wrote a book againſt theſe epigrams, un- 


der the title of Aptimorns, which had no other ef- 
fect than drawing Eraſmus into the field, who cele- 
brated and honoured More; whoſe high patronage 
was the greateſt compliment the moſt ambitious. 
-writer could expect, ſo that the friendſhip of Eraſmus. 
was cheaply purchaſed by the malevolence of a 
thouſand ſuch critics as Brixius. About the fame 
time of life he tranſlated for his exerciſe dne of Lu- 
cian's orations out of Greek into Latin, which he 
calls bis Firſt Fruits of the Greek Tongue; and 
adds another oration. of his own to anſwer that 
of Lucian; for as he bad defended him who had. 
lain a tyrant, he. oppoſed” againſt it another with 


ſuch forcible arguments, that it ſeems not to be 
inferior to Lucian's, either in invention or elo- 
quence : When he was about twenty years old, 
din his appetites and paſſions very predomi-. 
nant, he ſtruggled with all the heroiſm of a chri- 
ian againſt their influence, and inflicted ſevere. | 
whippings and auſtere mortifications upon himſelf” 
every friday and on high faſting days, 1 ſt his ſen-, | 
- fuality ſhould grow too inſolent, and at laſt ſubdue 
his reafon. But notwithſtanding all his efforts, 
finding his  Juſts ready to endanger his ſoul, he - 
wiſely. determined to. marry, a.remedy much more 
natural than perſonal inffictions; and as a pattern f 
life, le propoſed the example of 4 ſingular 
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y- man, John Picus Earl of Mirandula; who. 
was a man famous for chaſtity, virtue, and learn- 
ing. He tranſlated: this nobleman's life; as alſo 
many of his letters, and his twelve receipts of 


d life, which are extant in the begin of Ext 
al 4 


his Evgliſh works. For this end he alſo wrote a 
treatiſe of the four laſt things, which he did not: 
quite finiſh, being called to other ſtudies. 
At his meals he was very abſtemious, norever eat butt 
of one diſh, which was moſt commonly powdered 
beef, or ſome ſuch ſalt meat. In his youth he abſtained 
wholly from wine; and as he was temperate in his. 
diet, ſo was he heedleſs and negligent in his appa- 
rel. Being once told by his ſecretary Mr. Harris, 
that his ſhoes were all torn, he bad him tell his man 
to buy him new ones, whoſe buſineſs it was to take 
care of his cloaths, whom for this cauſe he called 
his tutor. His firſt wife's name was Jane Cole, 
deſcended of a del family, who bore him 
four children, and upon her deceaſe, which in not 


many years happened, he married a ſecond time 5 


a widow, one Mrs. Alice Middleton, by whom he 
had no children. This he ſays he did not to indulge 
his paſſions (for he obſerves that it it harder to- 


keep chaſtity in wedlock than in a ſingle life,) 


but to take care of his children and houſhold af- 
fairs. Upon what principle this obſervation is 
founded; | I cannot well conceive, and wiſtt Sir 
Thomas had given his reaſons why it is harder 
to be chaſte in a married than fingle life. This 
wife was a worldly minded woman, had a ver 
indifferent perſon, was advanced in years, and po- 
ſeſſed no very agreeable temper. Much about this 
time he became obnoxious to Henry VII. for op- 
à covetous mean Princes and entirely devoted to 
ie council of Emſon and Dudley, who then were 
5 2 juſtly reckoned the caterpillars of the ſtate. 
The King N large ſubſidy to beſto 


bs 


Poſing; his exactions upon the people: Henry wass 
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on his eldeſt daughter, Who was then about te be 
married to james IV. of Scotland. Sir Thomas 
being one of the burgeſſes, ſo influenced the lower 
houſe by the ſorce of his arguments, (who' were 
_- Cowardly enough hefore not to oppoſe the King! 
that they refuſed the demands, upon vchich Mr. Tiler 
of the King's Privy-Chambers went preſentiy to 
his Majeſty, and told him that More had diſap- 
pPointed all their expectations, which circumſtance 
not a little enraged him againſt More. Upom this 
Hlenry was baſe enough to pick a quarreb without a 
cCauſe againſt Sir John More, his venerable father, 
. - - and-in revenge to the ſon; clapt him in the Tower, 
.”- _ Keeping him there priſoner: till he had forced him to 
: 2 one hundred pounds of a ſine, for nb offence. 
King Henry ſoon after dying, his ſon ho _—_— 
reigg with ſome popular acts, tho afterwards he de- 
generated into a monſtrous tyrant, cauſed Dudley and 
| Pon to be impeached of high treafon £28 pw I 15 


bad advice to his father; and ö 
an arraigument might be, yet they inet the juſt fate 
off appreſſors and traitors to their country, /, 
About the year 1516, lie competed his famous 
book called the Utopia, and gained by it great re- 
putation. Soon after it was publiſhed, it was tranſ< 
A ; 8 into Freneh and Italian, Dutch and Eng- 
lh. Dr. Stapleton enumerates the opinions ef a 
great many learned men in its favour. This work 
 _ tho? ndt writ in verſe, yet in regard of the fancy - 
and invention ene it, may well 
_. *_ enough pals for an allegorical poem. It contains 
. + er; a compleat Commonwealth in an ima- 
.-  ginary ifland, 8 to be lately diſcovered in 
America) and that ſo well counterfeited, that ma- 
ny upon reading it. miſtoob it for à real truth, in 
ſo much (ſays Winſtanly)- that ſome learned men, 
as, Budeus, Johannes Plaudanus, out of a prineiple 
of fervent zeal, wiſhed that ſome excellent divines 
might be ſent hither to preach Cluiſt's * my 


— 
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Much about the ſame time he wrote the lier 9 ö 

' Richard III. which was likewiſe held in eſteem; 
theſe works were undertaken when he was diſchar- 
oe, from the buſineſs of the ſtate. | 
Roper, in his life of our author, relates that. upon 

an occafi on in which King Henry VIII. and the Pope 
were parties in a cauſe tryed in the Star Chamber 
Sir Thomas moſt remarkably diſtinguiſhed himfelf, | 
and became. ſo grout a favourite with: that diſcern- 
ing monarch, that he could no gras forbear . | 
ing him into his ſervice. : 

A ſhip, of the Pope s, . the violence of 

4 ſtörm Was driven into South ee 1. 2 the 


King claimed as a forfeiture, ; whe y of ' 


wis uſage, When he burg 


| bom 24 17 on before the. Lord High Clu ler 8 
bay es, More argued ſo forcibly in fa- 

1 "of 1 Pope, W tho“ the Judges. had 

reſolved to os it for the King, yet. they, altered 


their opinion, and, confirmed the.Pope's.right.; Ina 


mort time after, this, he was created. a Fs 
and after” 9 death of Mr. e 


6 Po IE hb thus exalte in Age . eyes 
— 20 nation were fixed 94 — him. Wolfey, who 
overned the n iel much 
grieve by the Tee Hi becauſe. all their tranſag+ 
hes were fo ſoon made public, and-wanting;a freſs 
dbl) came to the houſe. in perſon. to complaia.of 
zelle heard of his com- 
ing, it was long debated whether they ſhould admit 
- Him or no, and Sir Thomas ſtrongly urged habe | 
fould be admitted, for this reaſon, that if he 
ind fault with. the ſpreading of gur {acretsy. (ſayy 
3 we w hi lay the blame & upon thoſe his Grace 
brought wi The proud Churchman having 
41 7 the [= made a, long ſprech for - 
feof the ſablidy,. and — vl ſeveral.of the Mem- 
opinion concerning; it; they were all ſe con- 
az not to be able to anſwer, wk the Houſe 
A 


— 


on 
— 


38 The Lies e bo 
at laſt reſolved that their Spencer ſhould. reply for 
0 


them. Upon this Sir Thomas ſhewed that the 
cardinal's coming into the Houſe was en 
ed, illegal, and a daring inſult on che liberty of 
the burgeſſes, and that the ſubſidy demanded. 
was unneceffary ; upon which Wolſey F 
departed in a rage, and ever after enteitained 
ſuſpicions of More, and became jealous. of his 
great abilities. Our author's fame was not con- 
ed to England only; all the ſcholars and ſtates 
men in every country in Europe had heard of, and 
correſponded with him, but of all ſtrangers he had 
_ a peculiar eſteem for Eraſmus, who took a jour-. 
- ney into England in order to converſe with him, 
and enter more minutely into the merit of one 
whoſe learning he had ſo high an opinion of. They a 
agreed to meet firſt at my Lord Mayor's table, 
and as they were perſonally unknown, to make the 
experiment whether they could diſcover. one ano- 
ther by converſation. They met accordingly, and 
remained ſome hours undiſcovered; at laſt an argu- 
ment was ftarted in which both engaged with great 
keennefs, Eraſmus defignedly defied. the unpo- 
pular fide, but finding himſelf ſo ſtrongly preſſed. 
that he could hold it no longer, he broke out in 
an extaſy, aut tu es Morus, aut Nullus. Upon 
which More replied, aut tu es Eraſmus, aut Diabo- 
las,” as at that time Eraſmus was ſtriving to defend 
very impious propoſitions, in order to put his an- 
W ſtrength to the probt. 
When he lived in the city of London as a juſtice: 
of peace, he uſed to attend the ſeſſions at New- 
gate. There was then upon the bench a ven * 
rable old judge, who was very ſevere. d 
' thoſe who had their purſes cut; (as tlie phraſe 
then was) and told them that it. was by, their 
negligenee that ſo many purſe-cutters came. before 
him. Sir Thomas, e -c1 5; lover of. a 


0 


joke, - contrived” 'to have this: j e's purſe. cut 
from him in the ſeſſions houſe by a felon. When 


all u 
them; he was remarkably fond of his eldeſt daugh- 


* 


8 THOMAS MoREk. 39 


the felon was 8 5 he told the court, ia if he 
were permitted to 


dulged him in his requeſt, and he made chin of - 
this old jud Fell and while he whiſpered ſomething © 
in his ear, Nily cut away his purſe; the judge 
returned to the bench, and the felon made a ſign ta 
Sir Thomas of his having accompliſhed the ſcheme. 
Sir Thomas moved the court, that each of them 


ſhould beſtow ſome alms on a needy perſon who _ 
then ſtood falſly accuſed, and was a real object or --- 
compafſion. Ihe motion was agreed to, and _ 
when the old man came to put his hand in his 


purſe, he was aſtoniſhed to find it gone, and told 
the court, that he was ſure he had it when he came 
there. What, ſays More in a pleaſant manner, 
do you charge any of us with felony ? the Jud Tadge 
beginning to be angry, our facetious auth 

fired the felon to return his purſe, and a4 adele 


the old man never to be ſo bitter againſt innocent 
mens negligence, when he himſelf could not t keep | 


his purſe ſafe in that open aſſembly. 

, ee he lived a courtier, and was much 
concern 

E 

eful learning, and converfed familiarly with 


ter Margaret, as ſhe had a greater capacity, and 


ſprightlier genius than the reſt. His children often - 


k to one of the judges i in pri- 
vate, he could Na his innocence to them; they in- 


* 


in buſineſs, yet he never neglected his 
at home, but inſtructed his daughters in 


uſed to tranſlate out of Latin. into. Engliſh, "and 


out. of Engliſh into Latin, and Dr. Stax leton 'ob- 


ſerves, that he hath ſeen an apolo Sir Tho- 


mas More's to the univerſity of d, in defence 
of learning, turned into Latin by one of his daugh- 


ters, and tranſlated * into 107851 gliſh by 9 | 
was ſuperior to the reſt, 


writ à treatiſe on the four Taft Things, which Sir 


Margaret, Whoſe 


Thomas declared was finer than hs; "ſhe compoſed | 5 
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_  tilian, defending a rich man, which he accufed 
for having poiſoned a poor man's bees with certain 


* - 


venomous flowers in his garden, ſo eloquent and 
forcible that it may juſtly rival Quintilian ' himſelf. 


She alſo tranſlated Euſebius out of Greek.” 


1 
4 


# 


fairs and domeſtic concerns, yet he found leiſure to 


write many books, either againſt Heretics, or of a de- 
votional caſt; for at that time, wat he reckoned 
Hereſy. began to diffuſe itfelf over all Germany 

and Flanders. He built a chapel in his pariſh 
church at Chelſea, which he cbnſtantty attended 
in the morning; ſo ſteady was he in his devotion. 


3 


Fe hired a houſe. alſo for many aged people in the 


pariſh, which he turned into an hofpital, and ſap- 
ported a his own. expence. He at laft roſe to the 
27 of Lord High Chancellor upon the fall of 
Volſey, and while he ſat as the Chief Judge of 


the nation. in one court, his father, aged u wards 


of go,, ſat as Chief Juſtice in the King's Bench; 


# circumſfance which never before, nor ever flrice 


ancellor at the ſame time. Every day, as the 


be n of a father being a Judge, and his ſon 
a f 


Chancellor went to the Bench, he Eneeled. before 


- his father, and asked his bleſſing. The people ſoon 
found the difference uy the intolerable pride 


ef Wolſey, and the g 


* 
[i 
* * 
- 


— 
* 


oHey, at eneſs and humility of 
More ; he permitted every one to Approach him - 


without reſerve; he diſpatched buſineſs with great 


more than once came to the Bench, and. 
calling for a cauſe, there was none to try. As no 
dignity could f him with pride, ſo no appli- 
Fray to the moſt important affairs could divert him 
from ſallies of humour, and a pleaſagtry of behaviour, 
7 once happened, that a beggar's little dog which 


aiduiry, anc- ſo cleared the court of zedious ſlits 
that he 


4 


the had loſt, was preſented t lady More, of whic 


ſhe was very fond; but as laſt the beggar getting no- 
tice where the dog was, the came to complain to 
| 5 „„ 


# . 
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Sit"Thomas as he was fitting in his hall; that his 
lady withheld her dog from her; preſently my 
5 lady was ſent for, and the dog brought w with her, 
which he taking in his hand, cauſed his wife to 
ſtand at the upper end of the hall, and the be — 
at the other; 4. then bad each of them 3 
, which when they did, the dog went preſently © 
dog, which wh forſaking my lady.” 5 When he faw 
this, he Bad my lady be contented for it was none 
of hers. My Lord Chancellor then ve the Woman 
a piece of which would have bought ten ſuch 
dogs, and d ber be careful of it for the future. 
F been ef this: hed ent u Gas fo ens: 
| poſing a book, and went to Sir Thomas to have 
opinion of it; he deſired him to turn it into 
rhime; which at the expence of many years fa- 
bour he at laſt accompliſhed," and came again ta 
have his opinion: Tea marry, ſays he, now eit is 
ſomewhat ; now it is rhime, "buf BEIvre "Was nei⸗ 
| _—_ rhime nor reaſon. n 
But fortune, which had dees Joni propitiogs to 
our author, n now to change ſides, and try him 
as well with affliction as e in both which 
characters, is behavio ity and courage 
were irreproachable. The A! s monarch Kin 
Henry VIII, at Hiſt obtaiped from his Parfiamei 
and Council a divorce from his awful wife, = 
being paſſionately fond of Anna Buflen, ke mar. 
red her, and declared her Queen of En and: This 
marriage Sir Thomas had always oppoſed, and held. 
it unlawfuf for tis Sovereign to have another wife 
— his firſt wife's Hife. The Queen who was of 
a petulant diſpoſition, and elated with her new! 
dignity could not witlihold\ her reſentment againft 
him, but animated all her relations, and the Par- 
ties inclined to the 5 intereſt, to perſecute 
him with rigour. Not] after the divorce, the 5 
Council gave authority for the publication of a 
. book, + ay the — divorce was 
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pet: were re laid down; an anſwer was ſoon; pubh- 
ed, with which Sir Thomas More was charged 

as the author, of which report however he ſuſſi- 
ciently cleared himſelf in a letter to Mr. Crom- 
wel, then ſecretary, and a. great favourite with 
King Henry. In the parliament held in the year 
1534, there was an oath framed, called the Oath 
of Supremacy, in which all Engliſh ſubjects ſhould. 
renounce the pope's authority, and ſwear alſo to 
the „ hg IEA of Queen Ann's children, and lady 
Mary illegitimate. This oath was given to all the 
clergy as well biſhops as prieſts, But no lay- man ; 
except Sir Thomas More was defired to take it; 
he was, ſummoned to appear at Lambeth before 
archbiſhop. Cranmer, the Lord Chancellor Audley, 
Mr. ſecretary Cromwel, and the abbot of Weſtmin- 

ſter, appointed commiſfioners by the King to ten- 
der this oath. More . abſolutely refuſed to take 
it, from a principle, of conſcience: and after vari- 
ous expoſtulations he was ordered into the cuſto- 
dy of the abbot of Weſtminſter; and ſoon after he 
was ſent to the tower, and the lieutenant had ſtrict 
_ charge to prevent his writing, or holding conver- 
| e ag OWE ok oſe ſent by the ſecre-, 


im frequent viſits, and . 
him 1 take 22 which he ſtill reſuſed. A. 
bout a year 7 — his commitment to the tower, by 
the importunity of Queen Ann, he was arraign'd. 
at the King's Bench Bar, for obſtinately refuſing . 
the oath of ſupremacy, and wilfully and obſti- 
nately e the King's ſecond. marriage. He 
went to the court ee on his. ſtaff, becauſe. he | 
had been much weakened by his. impriſonment; 
his judges Were, 1. Lord Chancellor; Fitz 
James, Chief Juſtice: Sir John. Baldwin, Sir Ri. 
chard Leiſter, Ii Jobo Port, Sir John; Spelman, 
Sir Walter Luke, Sir Anthony Fitzherbert: The 
e 3 e e Win A with *, very op- 


e 
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probious libel; the chief evidence were Mr. ſecreta- 
ry Cromwell, to whom he had uttered ſome diſre- 
pectful expreſſions of the King's authority, the duke. 
of Suffolk and earl of Wiltſhire : He replied to thie 
accuſation with great compoſure and ſtrength of ar- 
rr and when one Mr. Rich ſwore againſt 
him, he boldly aſſerted that Rich was perjured, 
and wiſhed he might never ſee God's Countenance 
in merey, if what he aſſerted was not true; be- 
ſides that, Rich added to perjury, the baſeneſs of 
betraying private converſation. But notwithſtand- 
ing his defence, the jury, who were compoſed of 
creatures of the court, brought in their verdict, 
guilty; and he had ſentence of death pronounced 
againſt him, which be heard without emotion. 
then made a long ſpeeeh addreſſed to the Chan- 
cellor, and obſerved to Mr. Rich, that be was 
more ſorry for his perjury, than for the ſentence 
that had juſt been pronounced againſt him: Rich 
had been ſent by the ſecretary to take away all 
Sir Thomas's books and papers, during which 
time ſome converſation paſſed, ' which Rich miſre-- 
5 22 zn order to advance himſeif in the King's 
avour. He. was ordered again to the Tower till! 
the King's pleaſure ſhould be known. When be 


Cromwel waited on Sir Thomas, and entreated him 


- 1 The ute * 
of e and 
towards him. This viſit and ok ar 8 endſhip of | 

1 Cromwel not a little affected kings | 
huis mind the propoſal which he made, and as bis | 

| fate was approaching, perhaps his reſolution ſtag- 

gered a little, but calling to mind his former 

85 — odhges e his 1 he e 6 

again, and ſtood his 
fall. Upon this occaſion it ks he wrote'the 
following verſes, mentioned both by Mr. Roper 
and Mr. Hoddeſon, n e d gdh as . 
. ner of his Poetry.” ; 


9 | By flattering fortune, Joke thou ce for, 
Or never 1 begin to ſmile, 
As tho” thou weuld'ſt my ruine all repayre, - 
During my life thou ſhalt not me begile, | 
Fruſt lb God to entre in a While 0 
His haven of heaven ſure and uniforme, 
Ever after ty calms! loke F for a ſtorme. 4 . Foe 
On the Eth of 7. 1 - 44 Hh am year of 
ky age, the Pin r he ed 
1 Hill, by ſevering his head from 
His body. As he was carried to the ſeaffold, forme 
low” people hired by his - enemies cruelly inſulted 
White whom he gave cool and effectüal anſwers. 
Being no under the feaffold, be looked at it with 
great 3 and obſerving it too ſlenderly built, 
he ſaid merril = Gag: Lieutenant, I pray you, Sir, 
<« ſee me fafe and for my coming down let 
me ſhift for my elf. ” When he mounted on the 
ſcaffold; be threw his eyes round the multitude, 
: deſtred them to pray for him, and to bear him'wit- 
nieſs char he died for the holy (catholic church, 
a4 faithful ſervant both to God and the King. His 
aiaiety, and propenſion to jeſting did not forſake 
dim in his laſt moments; * he laid his head - 
upon the block, he bad the executioner ſtay — 


4 
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had removed aſide his beard, ſayi aying, 5* that that 
< had never committed treaſon.” When the 
executioner asked his forgiveneſs, he kiſſed him 
and ſaid, thou wilt do me this day a 3 
benefit than any mortal man can be able to 
me; pluck up thy ſpirit man, and be not a Rid 
« to do thy office, my neck is very ſhort, take heed 
« therefore 2 thou ſtrike not awry for ſaving wr 
05 hon * 5 | 

Erol an "Koneſl but 2 zeal fell Sir 
Thomas More; a man of wit- and parts ſuperior 
to all his cotemporaries:; of integrity unſhaken; of 
a generous and noble diſpoſition; of a courage in- 
- trepid ; a great ſcholar and a devout. chriſtian. 
Wood ſays that he was but an indifferent divine, 
and that he was very ignorant of antiquify and the 
learnin 3 the fathers, but he allows him to be a 


man of a pleaſant and fruitful imagination, and oY 
A beyond any that ſucceeded him. 


- is works beſides thoſe. we have already. ne. 
Sone are chiefly theſe, 
A Merry Jeſt, How a Serjeant will learn to n 
"Mm Friar, written in verſe. 
Verſes on the hanging of a Painted Cloth i an his 
Father's Houſe. 
| Lamentations on Elizabeth Qurenof 1 vn, 
150 
ee on che Book of Fortune. | | 
Dialogue concerning Hereſies. 
Zu [gpm of _— in anſwer to x book” 
alled the Supplication of Beggars 
A r — of Tindal ; Anſwver to More's 


Vialogwere 

Dube Db atation mA EF 80 Salem a bee 1 5 wh 
I e another book of 1 
Treatiſe on the Faffon of Chriſt, LIE . 


ov 


eee 
Letters while in the Tower, all printed 1557. 5 
0 mnaſmata. 
"Bi ponſio ad Convitia Martini Lathers;: 1523. 
hh pro Fide "my fre pres non Hine rice 


in the Tower 534. EMS 
. eme ex Platmis, ig 7 
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| * eee sede. 
| \Haxny Ho wan p, Earl of 
5 r 
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A 8 = of Thomas, 4 of N folk, — 5 
| Elzabe:h, daughter of Edward, duke of © 
"ul ON ray The father of our author held the 
- higheſt places under King Henry VIII, and had 
ſo faithfully and bravely ſerved him, that the no- 
bility grew jealous of his influence,; and hy their 
united efforts produced his ruin. After many ex- 
cellent ſervices in France, he was conſtituted Lord 
| tran, and made General. of the King's whole 
_ defign'd ta march a ainſt the Scots: At the 
577 e of Flodden, in whic 12 Scots were rout- 
ed and their Sovereign ſlain, the earl of, Surry re- 
markably diſtinguiſhed himſelf; he commanded un, 
der his father, and as ſoon as the jealouſy of the 
Peers had faſtened upon the one, they took care 
that the other ſhould not eſcape. He Was the firſt 
nobleman (ſays Camden) that illuſtrated his high. - 
birth with the beauty of learning; he was OE 
ledged by all, to be the gallanteſt man, the politeſt 
lover, and the moſt comple? gentleman. of his time. 
He received his 1 at Windſor with a natural 
ſon of Henry VIII, and. of firſt eminent for. 
his devotion to the bean Geraldine, Maid of 
Honour to Queen Cukere 3. the. firſt. K inſpired him 
iran 1 wi 
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g with „and that has conferred immor- 
tality on her: So tran 3 was he with his paſ- 

Foe that he made a tour to the moſt elegant courts 
„to maintain her peerleſs beauty a- 

— all oppoſers, and every where made good 
2 is challenge with honour. In his way to Florence, 

he touched at the emperor's court, where he beGme _ 
acquainted with the learned Cornelius Agrippa, ſo 
famous for magic, who ſnhewed him the image 
of his Geraldine in a glaſs, ſick, weeping on-her 

bed, and melting into devotion for the abſence of 
Fa lord upon 2 of this he wrote the follow /- 

ing paſſionate ſonnet, which for the ſmeothneſs of 
as verſe; the tenderneſs of expreſſion, and the heart- 

felt ſentiments might do honour to the politeſt, eaſi- | 

eſt, EO propel nog in our own times. 


* - All ſoul, no earthly: fleſh, es doſt thou fide 1 
| Al gold 8 7. n droſes, why look'ſt thou - 
+ ei EY 
| Sickne s how'/dareſt thou one ſo fair 5 5 7 
Too baſe! infirmity to work her bale. - 
4705 Heaven be diſtempered ſince ſhe wiered 


_ pines, 
| Never Ye! ary, theſe my fad plaintive lines. 95 
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reed Chia: my foi Me ah rats 11 
And with their p | mer redoubled: muſick — : 
- £35 5t6:4#) fn 5 
Let 1 7ſt. : Wh to wad kids all toil refts,/ 
„3 bliſs is ſubject to no fears defeatings, 8 N 
Her praiſe 1 tune, 1 'tongas! * rune — 
| 8713 the ſpheres, 1. 
| r A4 Sets neu muſes | in her bearers ears 
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Her hair reflex with red ſtrakes paints the ſkyes, 5 
Sweet 22 and evening dew flows from her 


- Phiebe rules tides, the my tears tides forth 
5 E448 759 „„ 

* In her ſick bed love fits, and maketh laws. 

| Her dainty lips tinſel her filk-ſoft ſheets,¼ 
.-  Herroſe-crown'd cheeks eclipſe my daxled _— 
thou 


O glaſs with too much joy, my thoughts 
And yet thou ſheweſt me day but by twilight. 


I'll kiſs thee for the Kindneſs I have felt. 
Her lips one kiſs would into nectar melt. 


From the emperor's court he went to the city .of 
Florence, the pride and glory of Italy, in which 
city his. beauteous Geraldine was born, and he had 
no reſt till he found out the houſe of her nativity, 


and being ſhewn the room where his charmer firit 


drew air, he was tranſported with extaſy of joy, 
his tongue overflowed with her praiſes, and. Win- 
ſtanly ſays he eclipſed the ſun and moon with com- 


©- pariſons of his Geraldine, and wrote another ſon- 


net in praiſe of the chamber that was honoured 
(as he ſays) with her radiant conception; this ſon- 


net is equally amorous and ſpirited with that al- 
ready inſerted. In the duke of Florence's court 
he publiſhed a proud challenge againſt all comers, 


whether 'Chriſtians, Turks, Canibals, Jews, or Sa- 
racens, in defence of his miftreſs's beauty; this 
challenge was the better received there, as ſhe 
whom he defended was born in that city : The 
duke of Florence however ſent for him, and en- 
quired of his fortune, and the intent of his coming 
to his court; of which when the earl informed him, 
he granted to all countries whatever, as well ene- 
mies and outlaws, as friends and allies, free acceſs 
into his dominions unmoleſted till the trial were 


ended. 3; us A 


; oy 
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In the courſe of his combats for his miſtreſs, | his 
valour and skill in arms ſo engaged the Duke to his 
intereſt, that he offered him the higheſt preferments 
if he would remain at his court. This propbſal he 
rejected, as he intended to proceed thro” all the 
chief cities in Italy ; but his deſign was fruſtrated by 


letters ſent hy King Henry VIII. which cemmanded 


his ſpeedy return into England. ieee Bey 
In the year 1544; upon the expetition to Bou- 


logne in France, he was made field marſhal of the 
Engliſh army, and after: taking that town, being 


/ 


thed:knight. of the garter, ho was in the beginning 


of September 1545 eonſtituted the King's lieute< 


nant, and captain - generab of all his army within the 


_ town and county of Boulogne f. During his command 


there in 1546, hearing that a convoy of proviſions 
of the enemy was coming tothe fort at Oultrea w - 
he reſolved to intercept it; hut the Rhinegrave, with - 
four thouſand Lanskinets, together witli aconfidera- 
ble number of French under the de Bieg, making 


; an obſtinate defence, the Engliſh were routed; Sir 1 
Edward Poynings with divers. other gentlemen kil- 


led, and the Earl himſelf obliged to fly, tho“ it ap- 
pears, by a ſetter to the King dated January 8, 1548, 
that this advantage coſt the enemy a great number of 


men! But the King was ſo highly diſpleaſed with - 


prejudice againſt the Earl, and ſoon” after removed 


im from his command, and appointed the Earl of - + 
Hlertford to ſucceed him. Upon which Sir William 


Page wrote to the Earl of Surry to adviſe him to 


* ſome eminent poſt under the Earl of Hert- 
rd; that he might not be unprovided in the toom 


and field. The Earl being defirous in the mean 


time to regain his former favour: with the King, 


Skitmiſhed with the French and routed them, but * 
ſon after writing over to- the King's council-that 


- > # 
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as the enemy had caſt much larger cannon than 
had been yet ſeen, with which they imagined they 
mould ſoon demoliſh Boulogne, it deſerved conſi- 
deration whether the lower town ſhould ſtand, 
as not being defenſible ;; the council ordered him to 
return to England in order to repreſent: his ſenti- 
ments more fuliy upon thoſe points, and the Earl of 
Hertford was immediately Gale over in his room. 
This exaſperating the Earl of Surry, occaſioned 
him to let fall ſome expreſſions. which favoured ' 
of revenge and diſlike to the King, and a hatred 
of his Councellors, and was probably one cauſe of his 
ruin, which ſoon after enſued. The Duke of Nor- 
folk, who diſcovered the growing power of the 
Seymours, and the influence they were likely to 
bear in the next reign, was for making an alli- 
ance with them; he therefore preſſed his ſon to 
marry the Earl of Hertford's er and the 
Dutcheſs of Richmond, his own daughter, to marry 
Sir Thomas Seymour ; but neither of theſe matches 
were effected, and the Seymours and Howards then 
became open enemies. The Seymours failed not 
to inſpire the King with an averſion to the Norfolk - 
family, whoſe power they dreaded, and repreſented 
the ambitious views of the Earl of Surry; but to re- 
turn to him as a poet. „„ 
That celebrated antiquary, John Leland, ſpeaking. 
of Sir Thomas Wyat the Elder, calls the Earl, The 
conſcript enrolled heir of the ſaid Sir Thomas, in 
his learning and other excellent qualities.” The 
author of a treatiſe, entitled, The Art of Engliſſr 
Poetry, alledges, that Sir Thomas Wyat the Elder, 
and Henry Earl of Surry were the two chieftains, 
who having travelled into Italy, and there taſted. 
the ſweet and ſtately meaſures and ſtile of the 
Italian poetry, greatly poliſhed our rude and 
4 homely ent; pe hs poetry, from what it had 
been before, and therefore may be juſtly called. 
Ihe Reformers of our Engliſh Poetry and 5 
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Our noble author added to learning, wiſdom, forti- 
tude, munificence, and affability. Vet all theſe ex- 


cellencies of character, could not prevent his falling 
a ſacrifice! to the jealouſy of the Peers, or as ſome 
ſay to the reſentment of the King for his at- 
tempting to wed the [Princeſs Mary; and by theſe 


means to raiſe himſelf to the Crown. ' Hiftory is 


ſilent as to the reaſons why the gallantries he per- 
formed for Geraldine did not iflue in a marriage. 
Perhaps the reputation he acquired by arms, might 


haye enflamed his ſoul with a love of glory; and 


this conjecture ſeems the more probable, as we find 
his ambition prompting him to make love to the 


Princeſs from no other views but thoſe of dominion. 


He married Frances, daughter to John Earl of Ox- 
ford, after whoſe death he addreſſed Princeſs Mary, 


and his firſt marriage, perhaps, might be owing e 


a deſire of ſtrengthening his intereſt, and advancing 
his power in: the realm. The adding ſome part of 
the royal arms to his own, was alſo made a pretence' 
againſt him, but in this he was juſtified by the he- 
_ as he proved: that a power of doing ſo. was 
granted by ſome preceeding Monarchs to his fore- 


fathers. Upon the ſtrength of theſe ſuſpicions and 
ſurmiſes, he and his father were committed to the 


Tower of London, the one by water, the other by 


land, ſo that they knew not of each other's appre- 
henſion. The fifteenth day of January. next follow 
ing he was arraigned at Guildhall; where he was 


found / guilty: by twelve common jurymen, and re- 
ceived judgment. About nine days before the death 


of the King he loſt his head on Tower-Hill; and 


had not that Monarch's deceaſe ſo ſoon enſued, the 
fate of his father was likewiſe determined to have 
been the ſame with his ſons.. „ 


e e ee 


HE oh 
why he was ſo zealous: in taking off 3007 „ 
< obſerved him, ſays he, an enterprizing youth; 


his ſpirit was too * brook ſubjection, and 
r 35 5 | 2 . ; 
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* tho' I can. manage him, yet no ſucceſſor. of 
„ ming will ever. be able te do fo. ; for which 
_ 4. reaſon. I have diſpatched him in my own. time. 

He was firſt, interred in the chapel of the 

Tower, and afterwards in the reign of King James, 

his remains were removed to Farmingam in Suffolk, 

by his ſecond ſon Henry Earl of pr with. 


this epitaph. 


Henrico Howardo, Thomæ d Ducis Nor- 
foloie fo primogenito. Thomæ tertii Patri, Co- 
| miti Surriæ, & Georgiani Ordinis Equiti Avrato, 
| immature Anno Salutis 1546 abrepto. Et Franciſce 
Uxoris ejus, filia Johannis Comitis Oxoniæ. Hen- 
. ricus Howardus Comes Northamptoniæ filius ſecundo 
genitus, hoc ſupremum pietatis in parentes monu- 
ER: paſuit, A. D. 1614. 5 


Ray .the acceſſian.of Queen Many the attai ider 
ne off his: 3 eee, circumſtance = 
ſore. e with. an opportunity to ſay, 

| om was fand of, kd have Mex 
— the Harl of Surry. I ſhall tranſcribe the act of 

. repeales I find it in Collins's Peerage of England, 
Which has. ſomething ſingular enough i in it. e 


5 hat there was no ſpecial: matter in the Act of 
c „ Aitzinder, but only general words of treaſon and 
conſpiraey: and that out of their care for the pre- 
; ſervation, of the King and the Prince they paſſed 
it, and this Act of Ræpeal further ſets forth, that 
Athe only of. which he ſtood charged, was 
<: for bearing : arms, which he and his anceſtörs 


bad 2 and without the kingdom in the 


« King's preſence, and ſight of his progenitors, as 
they os lawfully; bear end ee, a as by 0d 
and | ſubſtantial 8 of record it did appear. It 
alſo added, that the King died after the date of 
Vibe canin ; 3 be oni empouered 


them 


© Sir THOMAS WYAT. 5. 
* them to give his conſent; 3 but did not give 


it himſelf; and that it did not appear by any 
record that they gave it. Moreover, that the 
King did 'not ben the commiſſion with- his o] 


hand, his ſtamp being only ſet to it, and that nor. 

to the upper part, but to the nether Fan of it, 

contrary to the King's cuſtom.“ 

Beſides the amorous and other pgetical pieces of 
this noble author, he tranſlated Vie il's Eneid, and 
rendered (ſays Wood) the firſt, Wave and third book 

almoſt word for word all the Biographers of 

the poets have been laviſh, and very juſtly, in his 
praiſe ; he merits the higheſt encomiums as the re- 

finer of our language. and challenges che gratitude . 

and eſteem of every man of literature, for the gene- 

rous aſſiſtance he afforded it in its infaney, and his 
wi and liberal patronage to all ; men of merit in 
8 me. | | 


eee 


Sir Troxas Wear. | 


W AS alli gabe 5 the appellation: — 
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the Elder, as there was one of the ſame 
name who raiſed a rebellion in the time of Queen 


Mary. He was ſon to Henry Wyat of Alington- 


caſtle in Kent. He received the rudiments of bis 
education at Cambridge, and was afterwards placed 
at Oxford to finiſh it. He was in great eſteem 
with King Henry VIII. on. account of his wit and 


Love Elegies, pieces of poetry in which he re- 5 
, markably ſucceeded. The affair of Anne Bullen came 
on, when he made ſome oppoſition to the King's ab 12 
ut 5 


for W that was likely to prove fatal to him; & 


46 
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his prudent behaviour, and retracting what he had 
formerly advanced, he was reſtored again to his roy - 
al patronage. He was cotemporary with the Earl 
of Surry, who held him in high eſteem. He tra- 
velled into foreign parts, and as we have obſerved 
in the Earl of Surry's life, he added ſomething to- 
Wards refining the Engliſh ſtile, and poliſhing our 
numbers, tho' he ſeems not to have done fo much 
in that way as his lordſhip. Pitts and Bale have 
entirely neglected him, yet for his tranſlation of 
David's Pſalms into Engliſh metre and other poe- 
tical works, Leland ſcruples not to compare him 
with Dante and Petrarch, by giving him this ample 
commendation. 5 A 


0 


Let Florence fair her Dantes juſtly boaſt, 
And royal Rome, her Petrarchs numbered feet, 
In Engliſh Wyat both of them doth coaſt: 


- In whom all graceful eloquence doth meet. 


Leland publiſhed all his works under the title 
of Nznia. Some of his Biographers (Mrs. Cooper 
and Winſtanley) ſay that he Ted of the plague 
as he was going on an embaſſy to the Emperor 
Charles V. but Wood aſſerts, that he was only 
ſent to Falmo by the King to meet the Spaniſh 
ambaſſador on the road, and. conduct him to the 
court, which it ſeems demanded very great expe- 
dition; that by over-fatiguing himſelf, he was thrown 
into a fever, and in the thirty-eighth year of his 
age died in a little country-town in Eng- 
land, greatly lamented by all lovers of learning and 
politeneſs. In his poetical capacity, he does not 
appear to have much imagination, neither are his 
verſes ſo muſical and well poliſhed as lord Surry's. 

- Thoſe of 'gallantry in particular ſeem to be too 
artificial and laboured for a lover, without that 
artleſs ſimplicity which is the genuine mark of feel- 
ing; and too ftiff, and negligent of harmony for a 
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His letters to John Poynes and Sir Francis Bryan 
deſerve more notice, they argue him a man of great 
ſenſe and honour, a critical obſerver of manners, 
and well-qualified for an elegant and genteel fati- 
rift... Theſe letters contain obſervations on the 
Courtier's Life, and I ſhall quote a few lines as a 
ſpecimen, by which it will be ſeen how much he 
1s ſhort of his noble cotemporary, lord Surry, and 
is above thoſe writers that preceded him in verſifi- 
JJ!!! „ „ 
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In court to ſerve decked with . freſh araye, | 
Of ſugared meats feling the ſweet repaſt 
The life in blankets, and ſundry kinds of playe, 
Amidſt the preſs the worldly looks to waſte, 
HFath with it joyned oft ſuch bitter taſte, ' - - ' 
That whoſo joys ſuch kind of life to holde, 7 
In priſon jo; es, fetter'd with chains of golde. 


ELEEENEETELEEELE : a CIIVIA 


THOMAS SACKVILLE, Earl 
ad e e a SIMI SR 


AS ſon of Richard Sackville and Wini-: 
frede, daughter of Sir 2 Bruges, Lord 
Mayor of London. He was born at Buckhurſt in 
the pariſh of Withiam in Suſſex, and from his 
childhood was diſtinguiſhed ſor wit and manly be- 
haviour: He was: firit of the. Univerſity of Oxford, 
but taking no degree there, he went to Cambridge, 
and commenced maſter of arts; he afterwards Ku- 
died the law in the Inner-Temple, and became a 


340 ED, . Fuller's Worthies, p. Iog. 8 
| D 4 barriſter; 


— 
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barriſter ; but his genius being too lively to be 
_ confined to a dull fledding ſtudy, he choſe rather 
to dedicate his hours to poetry and pleaſure; he 
was the firſt that wrote ſcenes in verſe, the Tragedy 
of Ferrex and Perrex, ſons to Gorboduc King of 
Britain, being performed in the preſence of ewe 

Elizabeth, long befcre Shakeſpear appeared f on 
the ſtage, by the Gentlemen of the Inner-Temple, 
at Whitehall the 18th of January, 1561, which Sir 
Philip Sidney thus characteriſes: It is full of ſtates 
“ly ſpeeches, and well ſounding phraſes, climbing 
« to the height of Senecca's ſtile, and as full of no- 


( table morality, which it doth moſt delightfully 


« teach, and ſo obtain the very end of poetry.” In 
the courſe of his ſtudies, he was moſt delighted 
with the hiſtory of his own country, and being 
Ikewife well acquainted with antient hiftory, he 
formed a deſign of writing the lives of ſeveral great 
perſonages in verſe, of Which we have a ſpecimen - 
in a book publiſhed 1610, called the Mirror of Ma- 
giſtrates, being a true Chronicle Hiftory of the 
untimely falls of ſuch unfortunate princes and men 
of note, as have. happened fince the firſt @nrance 
of Brute into this Ifland until his own time; Te 
appears by a preface of Richard Nicolls, that the 
original plan of the Mirror of Magiſtrates was prin- 
cipally owing to him, a work of great Iabour, uſe 
and beauty. The induction, from which I ſhall 
quote a few lines, is indeed a maſter-piece, and if 
the whole could have been compleated in the ſame 
manner, it would have been an honour to the na- 
tion to this day, nor could have ſank under the 
ruins of time; but the courtier put an end to the 
poet; and one cannot help wiſhing for the ſake of 
our national reputation, that his riſe at court had 


been a little longer delayed: It may eafily be feen 


that allegory was brought to great perfection before 
5 + Wood Ath. Ox, pred, | | 
e the 
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the appearance of Spencer, and if Mr. Sackville 
did not ſurpaſs him, it was becauſe he had the diſj- 
advantage of writing firſt. Agreeable to what Taſſo 


exclaimed on ſeeing Guariai's Paſtor Fido: If he 


had not ſeen my Aminta, he had not excelled it. 
- Our author's great abilities being diſtinguiſhed at 
court, he was called to public affairs: In the th 
and ʒth years of Queen Mary we find him in parlia- 
ment; inthe 5thyearof Elizabeth, when his father was. 
_ choſen for Suſſex, he was returned one of the Knights 
of Buckinghamſhire to the parliament then held, He 
afterwards travelled into foreign parts, and was de- 
tained for ſome time priſoner at Rome. His return 
into England being procured, in order to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the vaſt inheritance his father leſt him, 
he was knighted by the duke of Norfolk in her 
_ Majeſty's preſence 4 1567, and at the ſame day ad- 
vanced to the degree and dignity of a baron of this 
realm, by the title of lord Buckhurſt : He was of 
_ " ſoproefuſe a temper, that. though he then enjoyed a 
5 preg eſtate, . yet by his magnificent way of living 
e ſpent more than the income of it, and a ſtory 
is told of him, That calling on an alderman of 
© London, who had got very conſiderably by the 
loan of his money to him, he was obliged te wait 
his coming down ſo long, as made ſuch an im- 
| Jn on his generous humour, that thereupon. 

o 


e turned a thriſty improver of his eftate,* But o- 


 thets make him the convert of Queen Elizabeth, 


- (to Whom he was allied, his grandfather having mar- 


_ ried a lady related to Ann Bullen) who by her 


frequent admonitions diverted the torrent of his 


profuſion, and then received him into her particular 
favour. Camden ſays, that in the | x4th of that 
Princeſs, he was ſent ambaſſador to Charles IX King 


, of France, to congratulate his marriage with the 


Emperor Maximilian's daughter, and: on other im- - 


1 Collins's peerage, 519. *® Ib, 51 %. 
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portant affairs where he was honourably received, 
according to his Queen's merit and his o n; and 
baving in company Guido Cavalcanti, a Gentle- 
man of Florence, a perſon of great experience, 
and the Queen- mother being a Florentine, a treaty 
of marriage was publickly tranſacted between Queen 
Elizabeth and her ſon the duke of Anjou. In the 
| I5th'of her Majeſty he was one of the peers * 
that ſat on the trial of Thomas Howard duke of 
Norfolk, + and on the 29th of Elizabeth, was no- 
minated one of the commiſſioners for the trial of 
Mary Queen of Scots, and at that time was of 
the privy council, but his lordſhip is not mention- 
ed amongſt the peers who met at Fotheringay Caſtle 
and condemned the Queen; yet when the parlia- 
ment had confirmed the ſentence, he was made 
choice of to convey the” news to her Majeſty, and 
ſee their determination put in execution againſt 
that beauteous Princeſs; poſſibly becauſe he was 2 
man of fine accompliſhments, - and tenderneſs of 
diſpoſit on, and could manage ſo delicate a point 
with more addreſs than any other courtier. In 
the ſucceeding year he was ſent ambaſſador to the 
States of the United Provinces, upon their diſlike 
of the earl of Leiceſter's proceedings in a great ma- 
ny reſpects, there to examine the buſineſs, and 
compoſe the difference: He faithfully diſcharged 
this invidious office, but thereby incurred the ear! 
of Leiceſter's diſpleaſure; who prevailed with the 
Queen, as he was her favourite, to call the lord 
Buckhurſt home, and confine him to his houſe for 
nine months; but ſurviving that earl, the Queen's 
- favour returned, and he was elected the April fol- 
. © Jowing, without his knowledge, one of the Knights 
© of the moſt noble Order of the Garter. He was 
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1 v Rapin's Hiſtory of England, p. 437%, e W Anon 
ES. I This nobleman ſuffered death for a plot to recover the liber- 
ty of the Queen of Scots. e FD 

N 8 one 


one of the peers. that ſat on the trial of Philip 
Howard, earl of Arundel. In the 4th year of the 
Queen's reign he was joined with the Lord Trea- 


ſurer Burleigh, in promoting a peace with Spain; 
in 'which truſt he was ſo ſucceſsful, that the High - 
Admiral of Holland was ſent over by the States 


of the United Provinces, to renew their treaty 
with the crown of England, being afraid of its 


union with Spain. Lord Buckhurſt had the ſole 
management of that negotiation (as Burleigh then 
lay fick) and concluded a treaty with him, by 
which his miſtreſs was eaſed of no leſs than 
120, ooo I. per annum, beſides other advantages. 
His lordſhip ſucceeded Sir Chriſtopher Hatton, 


in the Chancellorſhip of the univerſity of Oxford, 


in oppoſition to Robert Devereux, earl of Eſſex, 


Maſter of the Horſe to the Queen, who a little. be- 
fore was incorporated ' maſter” of arts in the ſaid 
univerſity, to capacitate him for that office; but 
on receipt of letters from her Majeſty in favour 


of 0 Buckhurk * the Atademicians. eiected ln 


Chancellor on the 17th of December following. 
On the death of lord Eurleigb, the Queen conſider- 


* 


ing the . he had done his country, 
ch had coſt him immenſe expences, was pleaſed . - 
to conſtitute him in the 41ſt year of her reign, Lord 


which ha 


High Treaſurer of England*:. In the ſucceeding, year 
1599, he was in commiſſion with Sir Thomas Eger- 


ton, Lord Chancellor, and the earl of Eſſex, Earl- 

Marſhal, for negotiating affairs with the Senate of 

Denmark, as alſo in a ſpecial commiſſion for ſup- 
refling ſchiſm, and afterwards when libels were 


liſperſed by the earl of Eſſex and his faction a- 


Fa the 8 intimating that her Majeſty took 
; 


ttle care of the government, and altogether ne- 


glefted the ſtate of Ireland, his lordſhip engaged 


in a vindication of her Majeſty,” and made anſwers 


en ener gig. n. f. n. 
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to . 


* 


/ 


FTT 1 
to theſe libels, repreſenting how brave and well re 
gulated an amy had been ſent into Ireland, com- 
5 Pleatly farniſhed with all manner of proviſions, and 
ikewiſe that her Majeſty had expended on that 
War in ſix months time, the ſum of | 600,990 I, 
which lord Eſſex muſt own to be true. He ſu- 
ſpeed that earl's mutinous deſigns, 18 a greater 
cConcourſe of people reſorting to his houſe than 
ordinary, and ſent his ſon to pay him a viſit, 
and to deſire him to be careful of the company he 
kept. Eſſex being ſenſible that his ſcheme was al- 
ready diſcovered by the penetrating eye of lord 
Buckhurft, he and his friends entered upon new | 
meaſures, and breaking out into an open rebellion, 
were obliged to ſurrender themſelves priſoners, 
When that unfortunate favourite, together with the 
earl of Southampton, was brought to trial, lord 
Buckhurſt was conſtituted on that occaſion Lord 
High Steward of England, and paſſing ſentence on 
the earl of Eſſex, his Lordſhip in a very eloquent 
ſpeech deſired him to implore the Queen's mercy, 
fter this, it being thought neceſſary for the ſafe | 
of the nation, that ſome of the leading conſpirators” 
ſhould ſuffer death, his Lordſhip adviſed her Majeſty 
to pardon the reſt. Upon this he had a ſpecial com- 
miſſion granted him, together with ſecretary Cecil, 
and the earl of Nottingham, Lord High Admiral, to 
- call before them \uch as were concerned in 
the conſpiracy with the earls of Eſſex and South- 
ampton, and to treat and compound with ſuch of- 
| fenders for the redemption and compoſition of 
their lands. After the death of Queen Elizabeth, 
his lordſhip was concerned in taking the neceſſary 
meaſures for the ſecurity of the kingdom, the ad- 
miniſtration being devolved on him and other coun 
ſellors, who unanimouſly proclaimed King James, 


* Rapin's Hiſtory of England, vol. ii. p. 630. 5 ; 
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and ſigned a letter March 28, 1603 to the lord 
os the reſt of the e e for the | 
treaty of Breme, notifying her majeſty's deceaſe, : 
and the recognition and proclamation of 

ames of Scotland: who had ſuch. a ſenſe of lor 

Ruekhurſt's ſervices, and N aged abilities, that be- 
fore his arrival in England, he ordered the renewal 
of his patent, as Lord Hi bh Treaſurer for life, On 
the 13th of March next enſuing, he was created earl 
of Dorſet, and conſtituted one o The commiſſioners for 
executing the office of Earl-Marſhal of England, and 
for 233 ſundry abuſes in the College egen Arms. 

year 1608, this great man 
ly * 1 5 Congell. Table Fond 3 
buſtling life devoted to the public weal; — 
the 26th of May following, his 2 remains were de- 
-Þ ſited with great ſolemnity in Weſtminſter Ab- | 
17 his . ſermon being d by 1 | 
his chaplata, afterward: Archbiſhop of 
ng Beſides this celebrated ſermon o 
s, in which hc is very laviſh in his — 
rd Chancellor Bacon, and Sir Robert Naunton, 
beſtow particular encomiums upon him; and Sir 
Richard Baker obſerves, © That he had excellent 
parts, and in his place was exceeding induſtrious, 
- 8 that he had heard many exchequer men 
40 2 there never was a better Treaſurer, both 
2 en profit, and the good. of the ſub- 
«c J e v5 ; 

By his dying ſuddenly at the Council- Table, his 

- death was interpreted 5 ſome people in a myſte- 
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rious manner ; * but his head being opened, there 
Ee in ĩt ane in i d 333 
wv er Dx ſtraining in u | 1 
in which he ſat up till 11 o'clock, i 
their n maturity, ſuddenly. breaking, and fa lling 
* his brain, produced his n to che unver- N 
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ie irre 
ſal 1 co of the nation, for which he had ſpent 
his ſtrength, and for whoſe intereſt, in a very im- 
mediate manner, he may be juſtly ſaid to have 
fallen a ſacrifice. Of all our court poets he ſeems 
to have united the greateſt induſtry and 2 5 8 of 
genius: It is ſeldom found, that the ſons of Par- 
naſſus can devote themſelves to public buſineſs, 
or execute it with ſucceſs. I have already ob- 
ſerved, that the world has loſt many excellent works, 
which no doubt this cultivated genius would have 
accompliſhed, had he been leſs involved in 
court-affairs: but as he ated in ſo public a 
ſphere, and diſcharged-every office with inviolable 
honour, and conſummate prudence, it is perhaps 
ſomewhat ſelfiſh in the lovers of poetry, to wiſh 
he had wrote more, and acted leſs. From him is 
deſcended the prefent noble family of the Dorſets; 
and it is remarkable, that all the deſcendants of 
this great 'man have inherited his taſte for liberal 
arts and ſciences, as well as his capacity for public 
-bufineſs. An heir of his was the friend and pa- 
tron of Dryden, and is ſtiled by Congreve the 
monarch of wit in his time, and the preſent age is 
happy in his illuſtrious poſterity, rivalling for deeds 
of honour and renown. the moſt famous of their 


anceſtor s. 


In pocriox to the MixkxOR Of MacisTRATES, 


The wrathful winter haſt'ning on apace, 
With bluſtring blaſts had all ybard the treene, 
And old Saturnus with his froſty face 
With chilling cold had pearſt the tender greene: 
The mantles rent, wherein enwrapped been, 
The gladſome groves, that now lay overthrown, 
Ihe tapets torn, and every tree 'down blown. 


The ſoil that erſt ſo ſeemly was to ſeen, 
Was all deſpoiled of her beauteous hew, . 
; N * 
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: j And ſoote freſh flowers (lies wich the ſummers 
EF queen, 

3 "Had clad the earth, new Boreas blaſts down blew 

f And ſmall fowls docking in their ſongs did rew 

The 3 s wrath, wherewith each thing 

855 defaſte, 


any In es wiſe ne a ſummer er paſt — 


* eee 5 
Tromas Cuncnyany, 4 3 


\NE of the aſbſtants i in che Mirror of Magifrates 2 
. He: was born in the town of Shrewsbury 
as himſelf. affirms in his book made in verſe of the 
Worthineſs of Wales. He was equally addicted to 
arts and arms; he had a liberal education, and in- 
herited ſome fortune, real and perſonal; but he ſoon 
exhauſted it, in a tedious and unfruitfulattendance at 
court, for he gained no other equivalent for that 
mortifying dependance, but the honour of being 
retained a domeſtic in the family of lord Surry: 
during which time by his lordſhip's encouragement 
he commenced poet. Upon his maſter's death he 
betook himſelf to arms; was in many engagements, 
and was frequently wounded ; he was twice a priſo- 
ner, and redeemed by the charity of two noble 
ladies, yet ſtill languiſhing in diſtreſs, and bitterly 
complaining of fortune. Neither of his employments 
afforded him a patron, who would do juſtice to his ob- 
ſcure merit; and unluckily he was as unhappy: in his 
amours as in his circumſtances, — of his miſ- 
et en Nis agrees with Mens 1 


* Wiaſt, 6. 
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on account of his poverty; for tho? it generally hap- 
pens that Poets have the greateſt power in courtſhip, 
_ as they can celebrate their miſtreſſes with more ele- 

gance than people of any other profeſſion; yet it very 
= | Frdom falls out that they marry ſucceſsfully, as their 
4 needy cireumſtances naturally deter them from ma- 
\_ King advances to Ladies of ſuch faſhion as their ge- 
nius and manners give them a right to addreſs. 
| This proved our author's caſe exactly; he made 
5 = to a widow named OY; who poſſeſſed a 
good jointure; but this lady being more in love 
| wit money than laurels, with wealth than merit, 
rejected his ſuit ; which not a little diſcouraged him, 

as ho had ſpent his money in hopes of effecting this 
match, which, to his . Gr mortification, all his 
rhimes and ſonnets could not do. He dedicated his 
works to Sir Chriſtopher Hatton; but addreſſes of 
that nature don't always imply à proviſion for their 
author. It is e tkat he died about tis 
_ eleventh year of Queen Elizabeth, and according 
to. Mr. Wood was büried near Skelton in the Chan- 
cel of St. Margaret's, Weſtminſter. By his writ- 
ings, he appears -a man of ſenſe, and lometimes = 
t, cho“ he does not ſeem to poſſeſs any degree of 
invention. His lan is generally pure, and his 
numbers not wholly inharmonious. The L 
of Jane Shore is the moſt — of all his works, 
from which I have taken a ation. His death, 
According to the moft probable conjecture, happen- 
ed in 1570. Thus like a fone (ſays Winſtanley).did 
5 wing ann ep but Boner e any moſs, 
2 t poor, as may be ſeen by his h ia 

1 Mir. Canden's Remains, mich ren ewes 


(Obe Alefto; lend me thy tor R : 
To find a Churchk-yard in a Croce pack; 3 

A and poetry his tomb deth encloſe, - 
Wherefore 12 3 be _ in proſe. 


His 
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THOMAS CHURCHYARD. 6g 
3 His re 3 to Winſtanley are as fol- 


The siege of Leith, „„ 
A Farewell to the world. 
A feigned Fancy of the Spider and the Gaul. 
A doleful Diſcourſe of a Lady and a Knight. | 
The Road into Scotland, by Sir William 18855 
Sir Simon Burley's Tragedy. e 


A lamentable Deſcription of the Wars in Flan-, 
ders in proſe, and dedicated to Wallingham ſecre- : 
tary of ſtate. 

A light Bundle of lively Diſcourſes, called Church- 
yard's Charge 15 90, Acliented to his noble patron 
the Earl of Surry.. 

- A Spark of Friendſhip p- [treatiſe on chat writer, 
addreſyd to Sir Walter Raleigh. 

A Deſcription and Diſcourſe on he uſe of pa aper, 
in which he praiſes a paper-mill built near! 
fend, r LS 

The Honour of the Law 15 

Jane Shore, miſtreſs to King . W. 

| 12 Tragicdl Diſcourſe of + the unhappy Mar's 
A Diſcourſe of Virtue, , : 55 2 

_ Churchyard's Dream. L-45 

A Tale of a Fryar and a Shoomaler's Wife, 

The of Edinburgh Caſtle. 

Queen lizabeth's veceptiba into Briftol.” 


Theſe avec bug ioces he bound . 
calling them Churchyard's Chips, which he de- 
rag TRI ar ad Ho wrote be- | 


The Tragody,of Thomas Moubray Duke of 
NOT. | 
JANE | 
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JANE SHORE. 


Among the reſt by fortune overthrowne, - 
I am not leaſt, that moſt may waile her fate: fb 
My fame and brute, abroad the . Id is 


Who can forget a thing thus done ſo late? 
My great miichance, my fall, and heavy ſtate, 

Is ſuch a marke whereat each tongue doth ſhoot 

That my good name, is pluckt up by the root. 


Fa 


| FAN E of the firſt who wrote Engliſh plays, was | 


CY a noted jeſter, of ſame reputation in poetry in 
his time. Wood ſays, that notwithſtanding he was 


filed Civis Londinenſis, yet he laid a foundation of 
learning at Oxford, but the ſeverity of an academi- 


cal life not ſuiting with his airy genius, he retired 
to his native place, and had the honour to have a 
great intimacy with Sir Thomas More. It is ſaid, 
that he had admirable skill both in inftrumental and 
vocal muſic, but it is not certain whether he left 
any compoſitions. of that ſort. behind him. He 
found means to become a favourite with King Henry 


VIII. on account. of the quickneſs of his conceits, 


and was well rewarded by that Monarch. 


After the acceſſion of Queen Mary to the throne, he 


was equally valued by her, and was admitted into 
the moſt intimate converſation with her, in diverting 


her by his merry ſtories, which he did, even when 


* Wood Athen. 8 = 
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the lay languiſhing on her death- bed. Aker the 


deceaſe of that princeſs, he being a bigotted Roman 


Catholic, and finding the proteſtant ' intereſt was 
like to prevail under the patronage of the renowned. 

Queen Elizabeth, he ſacrificed the enjoyment of 
living in his own country, to that of his religion : 
For he entered into a Yolugtary exile, and ſettled at 


Mechlin in roms. 1 ns. i 


I 4 4 


The Play called the Four P's W batt aa | 


and merry interlude of a Palmer, Pardoner, Poticary, 
and Pedler—-printed in an old Engliſh character 


in quarto, has in the title page the pictures of four 


men in old-faſhioned habits, wr h off, from a 
wooden cut. He has likewiſe 
interludes. 


Beeren John the Husband add Tib the Wife. 2 

Between the Pardoner and the F erz the Curate 
and neighbouring Pratt. 

1 of Gentleneſs and Nobility, in two F 

The Pindar of Wakefield, a Ele | 

Philotas Scotch, A comedy. 


* 


This author 110 wrote a Abtbogger o contafuing the 
number in effect of all the proverbs in the Engliſh 
tongue, compact i in a matter concerning two man- 


ner of marriages. London 1547, and 1598, in two 


Parts in quarto, all writ in old r verſe, and 
pron in an En gliſh eee, _ 


Three . epigrams 1500 three hundred |pro- 
verbs, in old Engliſh character 

A fourth hundred of epigrams, printed ing quar- 
to, London 1508. 


A fifth hundred of epigrams, printed in quarto, i 


London 15 
The ider an and Fly. A Parable of the Spider 


and Fly, * I 556, ina pretty thick qo all 
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in , oldEnglith veals. Before the dle! is the picture 
of John Heywood at full length, printed from a 
wooden cut, with a fur gown on, almoſt repreſenting 
the faſhion of that, belonging to a maſter of 
arts, but the bottom of the lee ves reach no lower 


than his knees ; on his head is a round cap, his 
chin and lips are cloſe ſhaved, nad hath a dag- 


ger hanging to his girdle. 5 


Dr. Fuller mentions a book writ "by our author, 


| entitled Monumenta Literaria, which are ſaid to 


Non tam labore, condita, quam Lepore condita : 
The author-of Engliſh poetry, ſpeaking of ſeveral 
of our old Engliſh bards, ſays thus of our poet. 
* John Heywood for the mirth and quickneſs of 
„ coneeit, more than any good learning that was 
< in him, came to be well rewarded ag the king. 


'That the reader may judge dee of his epigrams, to 
which certainly the writer juft Ae alludes, 
1 ſhall Reb him with one writ by him on rk 


ws 


Art VE Heywood, with hy * merry wit ? 
Yea for ſooth maſter, that name is even hit. 
Art ow: Heywood, that apply'% murth more tan 
Pa, | 
Fes fir, I take merry irh, a 3 gift. 
Art . Heywood, that haſt made many mad | 


| Vea many plays, few 3 in my days. f 
Art thou e eds '£ at hath made men —_— | 


«077 £30 
Yes. x will, if I be made 1 org. 


Art thou Heywood, that would'ſt be made mem 5 


now ? 


| Yes, * help me to it now, 1 beſeech vou 


8 Woed ubi ſupra. Worthies of London, 7221 


' GEORGE: FERRARS. & 


He died at Mechlin, in the year 1565, and 
was buried there, leaving behind him ere 
cxildren, to whom he, had given liberal education, 

one of whom is Jaſper, who afterwards made a 
| conſiderable e and ICS a er FR: 4 


| Gzongs FiaRARs, | 
ed of an . Gab in Heres : rs 


from St: Alban's about the year 1510 f. He was 
a lawyer, a hiſtorian, and: a pbet; he receiued his 
education at the univerſity of Oxford, but of what 
college he was Weed him(elf. has not been able to- 
diſcover; he removed from thence to, Lineolnsꝰ. Inn; 
whore, by a diligent application to the lam, he made 
conſiderable cer in his profeſſan, and by the 
patronage of that great miniſter — — 
Eſſex, who was bimdelf a man of aſtoniſhing abili- 
ties, he ſoon made a figure at the bar. He was the 
menial ſervant of King. Henry VIII. and diſ- 
charged his truſt bath in time of war and 


Pte was born there in a village not far | 


with great honour and gallantry, and ſhared that | 


monateh's favour; in a very conſiderable degree, 

who made him a grant in his own: country, as an 
eyidenee of his affæction for him. This grant of 
the King's happened in the year 1535 3 and yet in; 
ſeven years after wards, either thro' want of œd˙ĩu 
nomy, or by a boundleſs confidence in his: friends, 
he.reduged his affairs to Avery indifferead * 
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which, perhaps, might be the reaſon, why he pro- 
cured himſelf to be choſen Member for the Borough 
of Plymouth in the county of Devon, 4 in the Par- 
Hament ſummoned the thirty-third year of that King's 
- reign. During the Seſſions he had the misfortune, 
to be arreſted by an officer belonging to the Sheriffs 
of London, and carried to the counter, then in 
Bread- ſtreet. No ſooner had the Houſe of Commons 
ot notice of this inſult offered to one of their Mem-: 
rs, than they immediately enacted a ſettled rule, 
which from that accident took place, with reſpect to 
privilege, and ever ſuice that time the Members of 
the Houſe have been exempt from arreſts for debt. His 
Majeſty likewiſe reſented the affront offered to his 
- ſervant, and with the concurrence of the Parliament 
proceeded very ſeverely againſt the Sheriffs. + 
 Hollinſhed in his chronicle, vol 2. p. 955, gives 
a very full account of it. Sir Thomas Moils, knight, 
then Speaker of the Houſe, gave a ſpecial order to 
the Serjeant of the Parliament to repair to the Comp 
ter, and there demand the delivery of the priſoner. 
But notwithſtanding this high authority, the officers 
in the city refuſed to obey the command, and after 
many altercations, they abſolutely reſiſted the Ser- 
jeant, upon which a fray enſued within the Comp- 
ter- gates, between Ferrars and the officers, not with- 
out mutual hurt, ſo that the Serjeant was driven to 


defend himſelf with his mace of arms, and had the 


crown of it broken with warding off a ſtroke; the 
Sheriffs of London ſo far from appealing, fomented 
the quarrel, and with inſolent language refuſed to 
deliver their priſoner: Upon which the Serjeant, 

thus abuſed, returned ts the Houſe and related what 
had happened. This eircumſtance ſo exaſperated 
the Burgeſſes, that they all roſe and went into the 

Upper Houſe, and declared they would tranſact no 


„ 2 5 ; 
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more buſineſs till their Member was reſtored to them. 


They then commanded their Serjeant again to go to 
the Compter with his mace, and make a ſecond de- 


mand by their authority. The Sheriffs hearin 


that the Upper Houſe: bad concerned themſelves 2 
in it, and being afraid of their reſentment, reſto- 
red the priſoner. before the Serjeant had time to 


return to the Compter; but this did not ſatisfy 
the Burgeſles, they ſummoned the Sheriffs before 


them, together with one White, who in contempt ' 


of their dignity had taken out- a writ againſt Fer- 
rars, and as a puniſhment for their inſolence, they 
were ſent to the Tower; and ever ſince that 


period, the power and privilege of the Commons 


have been on the increaſe. 


Ferrars continued in high favour with Henry 


during the remainder of his reign, and ſeems to 
have ſtood upon good terms with Somerſet Lord 
Protector in the beginning of Edward VI. ſince it 


—— 


appears that he attended the Protector in quality. 


of one of the Commiſſioners of the Army, in his 
expedition into Scotland in 1548.7 which, perhaps, 
might be owing to his being about the perſon of 


Prince Edward in his father's life-time. Another in- 


ſtance of this happened about four years afterwards, 
at a very critical juncture, for when the unfortunate 


Duke of Somerſet lay under ſentence of death, and 
it was obſerved that the people murmured and often 


gave teſtimonies of diſcontent, and that 29 
himſelf was very uneaſy, thoſe about him ſtudied 


every method to quiet and amuſe the one, to en- 
tertain and divert the other . In order to this, at 


the entrance of Chriſtmas holidays, Mr. Ferrars was 


proclaimed Lord Miſrule, that is a kind of Prince 
of ſports and paſtimes, which office he diſcharged. 


4 


* Patten's Journal of the Scotch expedition. p. 13 
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for * an together at Greenwich with 
- magnificence.and- telt, and-etitirely to _ 
ſatisfaction. - 

In this character, attended by y the policeſt-part 
1 he. made an Ns Tondon, 1 
het was ſplandidly entertained —_ che Lord Mayor; 
and whem he -took his leave prefents given 
him him in taken of reſpect But ericktaaing 2 
he made ſocgreat figure in the diverſions at court, 
yet he was uo idle ſpeRtatoy of political affairs, 
and maintained his rep with the learned 
world. He wrote the reign” of Queen. Mary, 
which#- tho publiſhed in the name of Richard 
Grafton, in his ehrpnicles; yet was certainly” the 
performance of Ferrars, according to' the annals 
. of: Sta-. pi 6325 whoſe: authorfty in this caſe is 
very Our author Wag an hiſtorian; a law- 
yer, and a politician even in his poetry, as ap- 
pears — thoſe pieces of his which are inſerted in 

dh Mirror of Magiſtrates and which are not infe- 
nor to _ others that have found a Place there f. 
In the earl part ofthis lifs he Wrote ſome tracts on 
his own- on, which gained hm gteat repurt- 
tion; a { which diſcover that he was a lover of 
f - and: not diſpoſed to ſaeriſee to the crown 
the” the rights and; properties: of the ſubject: It fel- 
dom happens that when a mun often changes his 
| fnation; or is forced to do fo, that he continues 
| to preſerve the good opinion of different parties, 
| — was: happineſs. which Ferrars enjoyed. 
| He was: conſulted: by the leamed as a” candid 
$4 exitic, admired" and loved by all who converſed 
| 1 1 
| 


4 


ah 


With him 

Mich recpecb to - the ee of our author's 
death; we cannot be abſolutely- certain; all we 
know is, that he died in the year 1579, at 


his houſe in Flamſtead. in-Hertfordſhire, and Was 
buried in | the pariſh church ; for ebe inforins 
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GEORGE. FERRARS. NE 
| us, on the eighteenth: of May the ſame year 2 com- 


miſſion was granted from the prerogative, to admi- 
niſter the 5 debts, chattles, &c. of George 
y de 


Ferrars la ceaſed *®. None of our authors 


deliver any thing as to Mr. Ferrars's religion, but 


it is highly probable that he was a zealous 


Proteſtant: not from his accepting grants. of Ab- 


bey- lands, for that is but a precarious proof, 
but from his coming into the world under the protec- 
tion of Thomas Lord Cromwell, who was certainly 


perſuaded of the truth ef the proteſtant religion. 5, 


Having this occaſion to mention Thomas Lord 
Cromwell, the famous Earl of Eſſex, who was our 
author's warmeſt patron, I am perſuaded my readers 


Will forgive me a digreſſion which will open to them 


the nobleſt inſtance: of gratitude and honour in that 
worthy nobleman, that euer adorned the page of an 
hiſtorian, and which has been told with rapture by all 
Who have writ of the times,particularly by Dr. Burnet - 

in. his hiſtory: of the Reformation, and Fox in his 
Mastyrology.—— Thomas Lord: Cromwell was the 
ſon of a Blackſmith at : and was a - ſoldier - 
under the duke of Bo 1 at the ſacking of Rome 
in the year 1527. While he was. abroad in à mili- 4 
tary character, in a very . fation, he fell ſick, and 
was unable to follow the army; he was obſerved 


_ one day a e Iubdo ene walk may pen= / 


ſive, and had all the appearance of penury . 
wretchedneſs: The merchant enquired of him the T 
place of bis birth, and fortune, and upon;converſing 


count he gave of himſolf, that he ſupplied him with 


money and. credit to carry him to England. Crom - 
Well afterwards made the moſt rapid progreſs in 


Nate -preferments ever known. . Honours were 


multiplied. thick v Tr him, and he came to eee 8 


5 ah Ares of his ſovereign's bana Tt hays 


-þ Athen. Oro. vol. 1. col. 16. 


with Cromwell, was ſo well r 


ver. L des. Ihe 5 


— 
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pened, that this Italian merchant's circumſtances de 
cayed, and he came to England to ſollicit the pay- 
ment of ſome debts due to him by his correſpondents; 
who finding him neceſſitous, were diſpoſed to put 
him off, and take the advantage of his want, to a- 
void payment. This not a little embarraſſed the 
foreigner, who was now in a ſituation forlorn 
enough. As providence would have it, lord Crom- 
well, then Earl of Eſſex, r ding to court, ſaw this 
merchant walking with a dejected countenance, 
Which put him in mind of his former ſituation. 
He immediately ordered one of his attendants to 
deſire the merchant to come to his houſe, His 
lord ſhip asked the merchant whether he knew him? 
he ere no: Cromwell then related the 
_ circumſtance of the merchant's relieving a certain 
Engliſhman; and asked if he remembered it? 
The merchant anſwered, that he had always 
made it his buſineſs to do good, but did not re- 
member that circumſtance.— His lordſhip then en- 
quired the reaſon of his coming to England, and 
upon the merchant's telling him his ſtory, he ſo 
intereſted himſelf, as ſoon to procure the payment 
of all his debts.- Cromwell then informed 
the merchant, that he was. himſelf the perſon he 
had thus relieved; and for every Ducat which 
the merchant had given him, he returned to the 
value of a hundred, telling him, that this was 
the payment of his debt. He then made him a 
munificent preſent, and asked him whether he 
choſe to ſettle in England, or return to his own + 
country. The foreigner choſe the latter, and re- 
turned to ſpend the remainder of his days in com- 
petence and quiet, after having experienced in 
lord Eſſex as high an inſtance of generoſity and 
gratitude as perhaps ever was known. This 
noble act of his lordſhip, employed, ſays Burnet, 
the pens of the beſt writers at that time in pane- 
gyrics on ſo great a behaviour; the fineſt po- 
ets praiſed him; his moſt violent enemies could 
8 | „ not 


GEORGE FEERRARS. 7 
not help admiring him, and lateſt poſterity ſhalt 


hold the name of him in veneration, who was 


capable of ſo generous an act of honour. But 


to return to Ferrar. 
In our author's hiſtory of the reign of Quick Ma- 


ry, tho' he ſhews himſelf a great admirer of the per- 
ſonal virtues of that Princeis, and avery diſcerning 
and able hiſtorian, yet it is every where evident 
that he was attached to the proteſtant intereſt ;; 
but more eſpecially in the learned account he gives 
of Archbiſhop Cranmer's death, and Sir Thamas . 


Wyat's inſurrection . The works of. this author 


Which are 1 7775 in a the Miner we Tran Tt are 


as follo - 


The F all of Robert e Treſlian, Chief e of 
England, for miſconſtruing the laws, and expound- 


| ws them to ſerve the prince's affections. 


The Tragedy, or unlawful murther of Thomas 


of Woodflock, Duke of Glouceſter. _ 
The Tragedy. of Richard III. 


The Story of Dame Eleanor Cobham, Ducheſs 


of Glouceſter. - .. . 1 e 


The Story of Humphry Plantagenet, Duke: of 


obe Protector of England... 
| he Tragedy of Edmund Duke of Somerler. 


1 theſe the Com daints of Eleanen Ob- 
ham, Duchefs of Gloacet 


ile quickly made way for the murder of her husband, 
has of all his compaſitions been moſt admired; and 


from this I ſhall re = Sung which oy GR | 


peaks. 1 625 67. 26-4144 ©} wy: 
5 Tho leo Mew wah gpm plac, 


To . me _ ever in e 5 


ON Grafton? s ; Dhoom. p- 13 50, 1367. 
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ter, who was banithed 5 
for conſulting Conjurers and Fortune-tellers a- 
bout the Life of King Henry VI. and whoſe ex- 
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Thüher in haſte, they 2 me apace, 
And doubting ſcape, they pined me in a pyle,. 


- Cloſe by myſelf; in care alas the while. 


There felt I firſt poor priſoner's hungry "ROY | 
: Diack . things 1 and ſtone e __ 


«374 and bare. 


The \chaunge was fraunge from fille and cloth of 


» Fo rugged fe. my carcaſs for to cloak; 4 
From princess fare, and dainties hot and cold, : 
Jo rotten fiſh; anal meats that one would wrap 
The diet and drefſing were much alike boath: 
Bedding and lodging were all alike fine, 
ber down it was as ſerved well for ſuyne. 
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H 18 en Sent to Ang verre; 8 1 

teratufe, and to Britain, was the ſon of Sir 
Shy S'dney, knight of the Garter, and three times 
Lord Deputy of Ireland, and of lady Mary Dudley, 


ew te chat great favourite, Robert, carl of 


eiceſter. 
' Owford had un hour: e fs <dacition;, un- 


daughter to the duke 'of Northumberland, and 
25 


= hs een of Dt. Thomas Thomten, engon 
Ohriſt Chureh. At the umverſſey he remained till 
be was 17 Fears of age, and in Jane 1 


572 2 ſet out 
en his travels. On the z ch of Auguſt t6Howing, 
when the maſſacre fell out at Paris, he was then 
chere, * and with other Engliſhmen took ſhelter 
in Sir Francis Withoghan's hose, Her Maßen 3 


I, 1 
* Athen, Oxon, folio p. 226. . 


Abend- 
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ambaſſador at that court. When this ſtorm fub- 


ſided, he departed from Paris, went through Ler- 


rain, and by. Straſburgh and Heydelburgh, to 
Francfort, in September or October following; 
where he ſettled for ſome time, and was enter- 


tained, agent for the duke of Saxony. At his re- 


turn, her Majeſty was one of the firſt who. di- 


ſtinguiſhed his great abilities, and, as proud of ſo 
rich a treare, ſhe ſent him ambaſſador to Ro- 
dolph the emperor, to condole him .on the death 
of Maximilian, and alſo to other princes of Ger- 
many. The next year, 1577, he went to the 
court of that gallant prince Don John de Auſtria, 


Viceroy in the low countries for the king : of : 
Spain. Don John was the proudeſt man in his time; 


haughty and imperious in his behaviour, and always 
uſed the foreign ambaſſadors, who came to his court, 


with unſufferabie inſolence and ſuperiority :- At firſt 


he paid but little reſpect to Sidney on account of his 
youth, and ſerming inexperience; but having had 
oecafion to hear him talk, and give ſome account of 


the manners of every court where he had. been, he was 
ſo ſtrucc with his vivacity, the propriety of his ob- 

_ ſervations, and the luſtre of his parts, that he ener 
aſterwards uſed him with familiarity, and paid him 


more reſpe& in his private character, than he did to 


any ambaſſador from whatever court. Some years af- 
ter this, Wood obſerves, that in a book ca led 
OQabala, he ſet forth his reaſons Why the mar- 
riage of the queen with the duke of Anjou was 
diſad vantageous to the nation. This addreſs was 


written at the deſire of the earl of Leiceſter, his 


uncle; upon Which, a quarrel happened between 


him and che earl of Oxford, which, 1 oo 
cCaſioned his retirement from court for 

When he wrote that renowned romance called Ar- 
cadia. We find. him again in high favour, When 


the treaty of marriage was renewed 3 he was en- 
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gaged with Sir Fulk Greville in tilting, for the 
diverſion of the court; and at the departure of the 
duke of Anjou from England, he attended him to 
„„ ; 
On the 8th of January, 1582, he received the 
honour of knighthood from the queen; and in 
the beginning of the year 1585, he defigned an 
expediti.n with Sir Francis Drake into America; 
but being hindered by the Queen, who thought 
the court would be deficient without him, he was 
made Governor of Fluſhing, (about that time de- 
livered to the Queen for one of the cautionary 
towns) and General of the Horſe: In both theſe- 
places of important traſt, his behavioug. in point 
of - prudence. and valour was irreproachable, and 
gained additional honour to his country, eſpeci- 
ally when in ſuly 1586 he ſurprized Axil, and 
preferved the lives and reputation of the Engliſn 
army, at the enterpriſe of Gravelin. About that 
time he was in election for the crown of Poland, 
but the queen refuſed to promote this his glorious 
advancement, not from jealouſy, but from the fear 
o ſun. e jewel of her times. He united the ſtateſ- 
man, the ſcholar and the ſoldier; and as by the one, 
he purchaſed. fame and honour in his life, ſo by 
the other, he has acquired immortality after death. 
In the year 1586, when that unfortunate ſtand... 
was made againſt the Spaniards before Zutphen, 
the 22d of September, when he was getting upon 
the third horſe, having had two flain under him 
before, he was wounded: with a 'muſket-ſhot- out 
of the trenches, which broke the bone of his 
thigh. The horſe he rode upon was rather furi- 
outly choleric, than bravely proud, ſo forced him 


. to forſake the field, but. not his back, as the no- 


bleſt and fitteſt bier (ſays lord Brook) to carry a % 
martial commander to his grave, In this progreſs, 'g 


+ Wood, p. 227. 5 = | F - 
| | a paſſing 
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6 paſſing along by the reſt of the army where lus 1 


uncle the * General was, and being faint with 
exceſs of bleeding, he called for drink, which 
was preſently brought him; but as he was putting 
the- bottle to his mouth, he ſaw a poor ſoldier 
carried along, who had been wounded at the ſame _ 
time, wiſhfully caſt up his eyes at the bottle; 
whereupon Sir Philip took it from his o-] r 
mouth before he drank, and delivered it to the 
poor man, with theſe words, © thy neceſſity is yet 
greater than mine; and when he had aſlifted this 
poor ſoldier and fellow ſufferer, as he called him, 

e was preſently carried to Arnheim, where the 
principal ſurgeons of the camp attended him. 
Ibis generous behaviour of our gallant knight, 
ought not to paſs without a panegyric. All his deeds 
of bravery, his politeneſs, his learning, and courtly 
GM aa. do not refle& ſo much honour up- 
on him, as this one diſintereſted, truly heroic action: 
It diſcovered. ſo tender and benevolent' a nature ; 

a a mind ſo fortified 1 pain; à heart ſo overflow- 
ing with generous ſentiments, to relieve, in oppo- 
ſition to the violent call of his own neceſſities, 
a poor man languiſhing in the ſame diſtreſs, be- 
fore himſelf, that as none can read it without 
the higheſt admiration of the wounded hero, ſo 
none I hope will think me ext avagant in thus en- 
deavouring to extol it. Bravery is often conſtitu- 
tional; fame may be the motive to feats of arms, 
a ſtateſman and a courtier may act from intereſt; 
but a ſacrifice ſo. generous. as this, can be made 
by none but thoſe who are good as well as great, 
who are noble-· minded, and gloriouſly compaſſionate, 
like Sidney. 25 PRC TC 15 13 26S 
- When the ſurgeons began to dreſs his wound, 
he told. them, that.while Nis firength was yet en- 


s x : 2 6% 5 = 4 "4 
© * " N - „ . &; tf > : 1 
Fa of Leiceſter, + | I.” * 
E „ „ 81 3 a Vs +, 
1 pr”. Ke tire; 


o 


1 
_ 


= Ele ievret -- 

ttre, his body free from a fever, and his mind a- 
ble to endure, they might freely uſe their art, cut 
and fearch to the bottom; but if they ſhou!d ne- 
glect their art, and renew torments in the decli- 
nation of nature, their ignorance, or over-tender- 
neis would prove a kind ef tyranny to their friend, 
and reflect no honour upon themſelves. 55 
For ſometimethey had great hopes of his recovery; 
and ſo zealous were they to promote it, and overjoy- 
ed at its ſeeming approach, that they ſpread the re- 
Fort of it, which ſoon reached London, and dif- 
fuſed the nioſt general joy at Court that ever was 
- known. %%%. Cn 
At the ſame time count Hollock was under the 
care of a moſt excellent ſurgeon, for a wound in 
Kis throat by a muſket ſhot ; yet he neglected his 
den extremity to ſave his friend, and for that 
purpoſe ſent him to Sir Philip. This furgeon not- 
withſtanding, ou: of love to his maſter, returnin 
one day to drefs his wound, the count chearfull, 
asked him bow Sir Philip did? he anfwered with 
a dejected look, that he was not well: At theſe 
words the count, as having more ſenſe of his 
friend's wound than his own, cried ont, © Away 

| *: villain, never ſee my face again till you brin 
E better news of that gentleman's recovery, for whoſe 
« redemption, many ſuch as F were happily loft.” 


' Finding all the efforts of the ſurgeons in vain, 


be began to put no more confidence in their fkil}, 

and refigned himſelf with heroic patience to his 
fate. He called the miniſters ta him, who were 
all excellent men of different nations, and before 
them made ſuch a confeffon of Chriſtian faith, 


a no book, but the heart, can truly and feclingty 


deliver. Then calling for his will, and fettling 
his temporal affairs, the laſt ſcene of this tragedy, 
was the parting between the two brothers. Sir 
Philip exerted all his foul in endeavouring to ſup- 
preſs his ſorrow, in which affection and nature 
5 35 | were 
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were too powerful for him, while the other de- 
. his tenderneſs by immoderate tranſports 
of grief, a weakneſs which every tender breaſt 
will eaſily forgive, who have ever felt the pangs 
of parting from a brother; and a brother of Sir 
Philip Sidney's worth, demanded {till additional 
ſorrow. He took his leave with theſe admoniſh- 
an words, My dear, much loved, honoured 

ther, love my memory ; cheriſ my hg Th 1 

« their faith ia me may allure. you, they are hor 

<«« neſt. But above all, govern. your will! vl 

**. feQtions, by the will and word of your. Creatat, 5 
„ In me, bsholding the end of this world with 
, all her vanities-. And with this. farewel he 
defired the compapy to lead him ways... - 
.. Afeer his death, which happened on the 16th 
ef October, the States of Zealand became ſui- 
tors to his Majeſty, and his noble friends, that 
they might have the honour of burying his body 
at the public expence of their government, , but 
in this they were denied; for ſoon after, his body 

was brought to Fluſhing, - and being embarked 
| with great ſolemnity on the iſt of November, 
landed at Tower Wharf on the 6th of the 
ſame month; and the 16th of February 2 
after having lain in ſtage, it was maghind 
denofted in St, Paul's Cathedral. 
As the funeral of many princes. has not excecd- 
ad it in ſolemnity, ſo few have equalled i it in the 
undiſſembled — for his loſs T. King ames 
writ an epitaph upon him, ans the Mules of Ox- 
4ord lamentipg him, aampoſed Nee to bis mp: 


5 Lord Brock 3 ufe. 2 : g 
+ For a great many months. after his death 2 His ee > 
 Thfecent in any genfleman to a ppear fple: we the 
public mourned him, not with ere formality, but with the 
genuine det of the heart. Of all our poets oy ſeems to be 
the moſt courtly he ee hg oft a ve SRO IRON f 
ral ſenſe, the beſt TIE Ak * 
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mory. It may be juſtly ſaid of this great man, 
what a celebrated poet now living has applied to 
JJ i odio 4 es 


Around his tomb did art and genius weep, 


? Beauty, wit, piety, and bravery, were undiſſembled 


mourners. 


Fe left behind him one child named Elizabeth; 
(married to the earl of Rutland) whom he had by 
Sir Francis Walſingham's daughter, and who un- 


. fortunately died without iſſue to perpetuate the 


living virtues of her illuſtrious family. She is ſaid 


to have been exceſſively beautiful; that ſhe mar- 


ried the earl of Rutland by authority, but that 
her affections were dedicated to the earl of Eſſex, 
and as Queen Elizabeth was in love with that no- 
bleman, ſhe became very jealous of this charming 


counteſs. It has been commonly reported 4 that 


Sir Philip, ſome hours before his death, enjoyn- 
ed a near friend to conſign his works to the flames. 


What promiſe his friend returned is uncertain, but 
jf he broke his word to befriend the public, poſte- 
Tity has thank'd ham, and every, future age will 


with gratitude acknowledge the favour. 


Of all his works his Arcadia is the mot 
brated; it is dedicated to his ſiſter the counteſs of 


Pembroke, who was a Lady of as fine a character, 


and as equally finiſhed in every female accompliſh- 
ment, as her brother in the manly. She lived to 


a good old age, and died in 1621. Ben Johnſon 


has wrote an epitaph upon her, ſo inimitably ex- 


cellent, that I cannot reſiſt the temptation of in- 


ſerting it here. She wWas buried in the Cathedral 
Church of Salisbury, among the graves of the fa- 


* 


=, 


Sons = i Þ < WrCett -S 
. ; 6 = 5 EPI- : 


7 


Sir PHILIP SIDNEY, 33 


„ r 
Underneath this marble hearſe, 
Lyes the ſubject of all verſe, 
Sidney's ſiſter, Pembroke's mother, 
Death e re thou haſt killed another, 

Learned and fair, and good as ſne, 
Time ſhall throw his dart at the. 


The Arcadia was printed firſt in 1 613 in 4to + it 


das been tranſlated into almoſt every language. As 


the ancient Ægyptians preſented ſecrets under their 


myſtical hyeroglyphics, ſo that an eaſy figure was 


exhibited to the eye, and a higher notion couched 
under it to the judgment, fo all the Arcadia is a 
- continual grove of morality, ſhadowing moral and 


political truths under the plain and ſtriking em- 


blems of lovers, ſo that the reader may be deceiv- * 


; ed, but not hurt, and har 
knowledge than he expected 


pily ſurprized to more 


Beſides the celebrated Arcadia, Sir Philip wrote, 


A difſuaſive letter addreſſed to Queen Elizabeth, 
againft her marriage with th: duke of Anjou, print- 
eq in a book called Serinia Ceciliana, 4to.. 1663. 

Aſtrophel & Stella, written at the deſire of Lady 


Rich, whom he perfectly loved, and is thought to 


be celebrated in the Arcadia by the name of Phi- 


ee 


. 


— Ourania, a poem, 1606. 
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An Effay on Valour: Some impute this to 


Sir Thomas Overbury.. © © 


| Almanzor and Almanzaida, a novel printed in 5 8 
1678, which is likewiſe diſputed; and Wood ſays 


that he believes Sir Philip's name was only 
ww to it by the bookſeller, to ſecure a demand 


for it, 1 | SE 
| | E 6 RET TG n— England's 


„nie lane 
3 Hel icon, a collection of ſongs. 
——The Pſalms of David turned i into Englif] 
The true Prer un 2 of Love. 


Poore painters oft with filly poets joyne, h 
To fili the world with vain and ſtranę conceits, 


One brings the ſtaff, the other ſtamps the coyne 


Which breeds nought elſe but gloſſes of deceits. 


Thus painters Cupid paint, thus poets doe 
A naked __ blind, youlg, with arrows two. 


Is be a # ; thateres fixes ; the light? | 
Or n ad he, diſg 15 2 15 in all untruth ? 


Ik be be blind, Dre 


How | is he young, that tamed ola Phoebus 
_ youth: 2 ; 

8 arrow es two, . tipt with gold or and, 

Some . a a third with ny head. 


No nothing ſo; an old, Falſe knave he is, 
By Argus got on Io, then a cow.: 
What time for her, Juno her Jove did miſs, 
And charge of her to Argus did allow. . 
Mercury killed his. falſe fire for this act, 
His ate a bealt v was EI r 


1 With LSE FEE 7 Walle D ly hams 
With Jove's diſdain at — a es gu eed 
The wretch compel'd, a run became, 
-Agd learn'd at ill, a miſer-ſtate did breed. 
I . Tolye, to ſteal, to prie, and to accuſe, 
Yonge i in himſelf, Age other to abuſe. 
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AS hed - a 1 Cambridge but b 
there is no account extant of his family. 
He ſoon quitted the Univerſity, and became a 
player, on the ſame ſtage with the incomparable 
Shakeſpear. He was accounted, ſays Langbaine, 
. a very ene poet in his time, even by Ben Jobn- 
fon himſelf, and 2 his fellow- actor ſtiles 
him the beſt of po In a copy of verſes 2 
the Canlure of the Poets, he was thus charaQterize 


| Next Marloe becked in Thalpine dringt, = 

Hlad in him thoſe brave ſublunary things, 
2 That your firſt poets had; his raptures were 
All air and fire, which made his verſes clear; 

For that fine madneſs fill he did retain, 
Which rightly ſhould ange park's brain. - 


8 His genius jndined him whelly to Ys _ . 
he obliged the world with fix y 1 tragedy, one 
he pee rags for with Naſh, called Dido Queen of Car- 
thage ;- but before IL give an account of AM ie 1 
preſent his to the reader e 
* of Anthony Wood, which is too 3 
„„ 
| in own t. 4 proper to 
moſt epicurean indulgence, and apenly 
1 atheiſm ; he denied God, Our Saviour; he 
laſphemed the adorable Trinity, and, as it was re- 


Dis wrote ſeveral diſcourſes againſt it, Re OS 
Saviour to be a deceiver, the {acre | 
| tures to contain nothing but idle ſtories, and 211 


0093 to * 2 , of A N t 3 
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ä O75 8 8 IRE Il 
but Marloe came to a very untimely end, as ſome 
_ - remarked, in ee e of his execrable blaſphe- 
mies. It happened that he . fell. deeply. in love 
with a low girl, and had for his rival a fellow in 
livery, who looked more like a pimp than a lover. 
Marloe, fired with jealouſy, and having ſome rea- 
ſon to believe that his miſtreſs granted the fellow fa - 
vours, he ruſhed upon him to ſtab him with his dagger; 
but the footman ing quick, [avoided the ſtroke, 
and catching hold of Marloe's wriſt ſtabbed him 
with his own weapon, and- notwithſtanding all_the 
aſſiſtance of ſurgery, he ſoon after died of the 
wound, in the year 1593. Some time before his 
death, he had begun and made a conſiderable pro- 
greſs in an excellent poem called Hero and Leander, 
Which was afterwards finiſhed. by George Chapman, 
who fell ſhort, as it is ſaid, of the ſpirit and invention 
of Marloe in the execution of it. 


. * * 


What credit may be due to Mr. Wood's ſevere 
repreſentation of this poet's character, the reader 
muſt judge for himſelf. For my part, I am willing to 
ſuſpend my judgment till I meet with ſome other teſti- 
mony of his having thus heinouſly offended againſt 
his God, and againſt the beſt and moſt amiable ſy- 
ſtem of Religion that ever was, or ever can be: 
Marloe might poſſibly be inclined to free-thinking, 
- without running the unhappy lengths that Mr. Wood 
* tells us, it was reported he had done. We have 
| many inſtances of characters being too lightly 
taken up on report, and miſtakenly repreſented thro* 
& too eafy credulity; eſpecially againſt a man who 


may happen to differ from us in ſome ſpeculative 
points, wherein each party. however, may think him- 
elf Orthodox: The good Dr. Clarke himſelf, has been 


as ill ſpoken of as Wood ſpeaks of Marlo. 
I. Dr. Fauſtus, his tragical hiſtory printed in to- 
! ͤ· A ĩ⅛7 . ˙ R 
2. Edward the Second, a Tragedy, printed in 4to. 
London — when this play was acted is not 2 1 2 
PETE 1 8 „%%% I iond 


3. Jew of Malta, a Tragedy played beſare the 
1 2--h and Queen at Whitehall, 1633. This play 
was in much eſteem. i in thoſe days; the Jew's part. 
being performed by Mr. Edward Alleyn, the 

| — player of his time, and a man of real pi- 

ety and goodneſs; ; he founded and endowed Dulwich 
hoſpital in 8 . he was ſo great an actor, that 

Betterton, the FT of the Britiſh nation, uſed . 


to acknowledge that he owed to him thoſe great at⸗ 


ne of which he was maſter. 
4. Luſt's Dominion; or the LalGvidus' Queen, 


4 pu ubümed by Mr. Kirkman, 8vo. London, 1661. 


his play was altered by Mrs. Behn, and acted 
under the title of the Moor's Revenge. 
| Maſſacre of Paris, with the death of the Duke 


of Gale, a Tragedy, played by the Right Honou- | 


rable: the Lord Admiral's ſervants. This play is 
divided: into acts; it 2 ins with the fatal marri 
between the Kit avarre, and Margurete T 
Valois, ſiſter 10 Kiag Charles IX; the occaſion af 
the maſſacre, and ends with. the death of Henry | 
III of France. 

ME ic Tamerlain the Great; or ths Scythian Shop: 
| herd, a Tragedy 1 We two parts, printed in an old 
black letter, 8vo. This is 3 to be the 
worſt of his Productions bb „ 
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Ro BERT. GAnREN 


ECEIV ED his education at the univerſity of 
| Cambridge, - and was, 11 Winſtanley ſays, a 

| great friend to. the 5 the many 1 he 
writ., He was a merry droll in thoſe times, and 
a. man ſo addicted to W that as Winſtanley 


obſerves, he drank much deeper draughts of ſack, 


than of the Heliconian fiream ; he. was amen . 
. * Lf N . who; writ | N. br 
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1 r ar Ho: 


and in NI the better to ſupport himfetf, + tho”. 

he Hved in an age fur from being diſſolute, viz. in 
that of the renowned Queen Eljzabeth; yet he had 
recqutſe, to the mee he cauſe of f writ obiceni- 7 


— 


9 town, "IE as Ges are — no true 
judges of wit, ſo eſtimate the Ln of a piece, 
as it happens to ſuit their ee. or encour: e 
them in every irregular ind Fee: No wan of 
noneur who ſees 4 poet exdowed with ' « Mg: 
mare of natural e og 1 
to che vileſt 17 oſe of 855 
can think of him but with rn fog Rd 1 | 
wit, 8 brittiane, 9 75 not to fcreen him 
from the juſt indignation o the fober part of man- 
Kind. When Wit is Proſtituted to vice, tis wit 
no more ; that is, it ceafes. to be true wit; and 
5. have often thought there Bond de ſome _pub- 
ic mark of infamy fixed on thofe who hurt 
Tociety by looſe writings. But Mr. Green Soft 
be freed from the imputation of h * 
we find him practiſing the. very doctrines he 
taught. Winſtanley 1 — 5 that he was married to 
a very fine and deferving lady, whom he baſely 
forſook, of 6 a child A 8 — by 3 for the 
ompany of ſome harlots, to whom he applied the 
* of 5 iniquity, while his wife Wed. . 
ter ſome years indulgence of this ſort, when his 
wit began to grow ſtale, we find him fallen! into ab- 
ect poverty, and lamentin the life he had led 
| SR brou it him to it; 25 It always happens, 
that a miſtrefs is a more Ars | wn of Tra. 
niture than a wife; and | f the modern adulterers 
Would ſpeak the truth, 15 am certain chey would 
acknowledge, that half the money which, in the 
_- "true ſenſe The words is miſpentipon thoſe aug) daugh 
ters of deſtrüction, would keep a family 'with e- 
cency. a Mmaintzin! 2 wife with hondur. "When 
p "our — was in chis forlorn miſerable ſtate, he 
* writ 


* 


\ 


1 


KofkRr SEE. *% 


wit a letter to his wife, which Mt. en has 
preſerved, and which, as it has ſomewhat tender 


in it I ſhaft et, It has often been obſerved, 
that half the unhappy. e in the — * | 
an 


are more owing. [to the 7455 

That women are in nene better _ 
in the moral ſenſe, than In WAH Who, as 55 
buſtle leſs in life, are Feil unacquainted wit 


Ts 


thoſe artiffces and tricks MR: are wed by a 
 knowledg e Of 55 world,; and th ae yo yoke- 
in 


fellows — be tender 34 
them. But I Peers it may be generally. allowed, 
that women are the beſt or work part of the human 
creation: none excel them in Furie ; but 8 9 
depart from it, none exceed them in v 


caſe of Green, we ſhall ſee by the bar bent Ns 


wife how much the was injpred., 1 


«Tus remembrance of many wrongs offized 5 


| « thee, and thy unreproved virtues, add greater 
be t) my miſerable ſtate than I can utter, 
or thou conceive ; neither is it leſſened by con- 


«« fideration of thy abſence, (tho' ſhame would 


© let me hardly. behold t | edingly : 
« aggravated, ce BA ta ay Thug 1 on- 
« ſelf reconcile myſelf, that th titwitnels my 


* inward woe at this inſtant, thar * thee a 


« woful wife for folong a time. But qual heaven has 


« ſpccour as. I haye 
* 1 25 e ag v0 


denied that e my laſt need, lixe . 


1 M. Wer | 


saſon would 
* 4 N I hook gs. leg. lies Bis 20 
charge; but con he 


«* womb, in whoſe. face bf. not 7 * 
* + ugh: as thy own perfetions He is 1 green, 
1 Bs if he be 


a be ji to follow his father's. = 
2 That 1 Fg . ene thee” my 1 


* that hou can forget "7 injuries, I hardly be 


46 lieve ; ; 
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90 - hg LIE of: 
« lievez. yeeT perſwade myſelf, thatif * ſaweſt 


«© my wretched eſtate, thou couldſt not but lament 
« it, nay certainly I know, thou wouldſt, Al thy 


«© wrongs muſter themſelves about me, and every 


« evil at once plagues me; for my contempt of 


% God, Fam contemned of men; for my ſwear- 


« ing and forſwearing, no man will believe me; 


« for niy gluttony, I ſuffer hunger; for my 
4 drunkenneſs, thirſt ; for my adultery, ulcerous 


« ſores, Thus God Kath caſt me . down that I 
« might be'hntabled, and puniſhed for exam is 


of others; and though e ſuffers me in t 
«world to periſh without ſuccour, yet I truſt in the 
4e world to come, to find mercy by the merits of 


«my Saviour, to whom I e 1115 An com- 
660 N 55 pq 1 8 3 
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The Honourable Hiſtory of Fryar Boten WJ Sd 


 Feyar Bungy; play d by the Prince. of Palatine's 
ſervants. 3 not whence our author borrowed 
his plot, but this famous fryar Minor lived in the 


of Henry III. and died in the reign of Ed- 
—_ IJ. in wil year” 1284. He 1 With Dr. 
Lodge in one play, called a Looking Glaſs for 
London; he tk 10 the Comedies of Fryar Ba- 


con and Fair Enome: His other pieces are, Quip 


for an upſtart Courtier, aud Doraſtus and, Faw- 


nia. Winſffanley imputes likewiſe to him the fol- 


lowing pieces. Tully's Loves; Philomela, the La- 


dy Fitzwaters Nighting Wy, - Green's News too. 
Late, firſt and ſecond p 


ant 8 Arcadia”; 3. 
ARS e et SEAL : R © Green's 


OS 372th = 
; Pg 


- - EDMUND. SPENCER. on 
Green's Farewel to Folly; Green's See -* 


Vit. - 

It is faid by: Wood 18. his Faſti, p. 1375 501. i. | 
that our author died in the year. 1 92, 4 1 

feit taken by eating pickled herrings, and 
drinking with them Theniſh wine. Ab s fatal : 

banquet, Thomas .Naſh, his cotemporary — 2 3 

bridge was with him, who rallies him in his Apor 

10 85 of Pierce Penuyleſs. Thus died Robert Green, 

whoſe end may be looked upon as a — ugiſh, 

| . for. a > liſp en riot d e IT 


* * 1 1.5 445 C4 9” 
| Ea, 1 45 8 78 TK 15 4 
8, born a ot. we 9 at Pty 


b all in abrid The accounts 
V fam We e 8 


obſeure and imperſect, and at his firſt ſetting out 
into life, bis fortune fg Ke ſg as we 8 
been very inconſiderable. | 
After he had for. ſome. time continued at 
cal en and laid that foundation of learning, — 21 
to. 3 natural genius, : qualified him to 1 | 
5 great an excellency, he ſtood for a r 4 
ſhip, in competition wich Mr. 8 LF Jung 
man in holy. orders, and aſterwards lord. bi f 
Wincheſter, in Which he was, unſucceſsful... "NY 
. dif ur rn t Joined with the narrowneſs of hi: 
circumſtances, forced him to quit the u yy * „ 
and, we find him next reſiding at. the 1 so 
ks in 75 North-: e he fell In love with bs | 
agen E 3045 S | 
. Haghrs un of pet profit oth dition of 3 
thar's forks. SS rat's ted oped 5 SHEN e i EC 
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92 rue Lire 
N en he finely wales te: his put 
ral poems, and of whoſe cruelty. = has en 
ſuch pathetieal complaints. 

It is probable that about this time Spenſer's s ge- 
His ni ben n firſt to diſtinguiſh itfelf; for the Shep- 
| tendar, which is fo full of his unproſpe- 
rens paſſion for" Rofalind, was amongſt the firſt of 
His 2 wy of bote. and the ſuppoſition is. ag. 
ened, by the confideration- of Poetry's'- being fre 


| quently the offspring of love ph worth This 


Work he addreſſed by a ſhort dedieatien to the 
Mzcenas. of his age, the iramortal Sir Philip Sid- 
ney. This gentleman was now in the higheſt re- 
puration; both for wit and gallantry; and the moſt 
Popular of all by ee of his . and as he 
was himſelf a and eſpecially ed in 
_ fab & 871 Ge Ne VF fk it is no 
er he was ore ithour aach or's, 
- e SSN BER IN 20 N leid 
wy him 1 7 Mr. 5 ch T ſhalt preſenf the 
reader, as it ſerves ro Alla rate the 1 Worth 
and 1 Penetration of "ney: A — 5 excellent 
] Shiites" öf 88 denfer. hid cat a pon 3 
ranger to 5 gentleman, whe) ke Þ 
DE. his Patry deen, and chat be took bon 
= 1 5 to ae ar Nas and introc uce himfelf by 
8 fending in o Mr. Sidney "2a cop py. f cke ninth 
i LS — of the firſt hook of that pdem. Sidney was 
much ſur ized wich the defcription of "deſpair in 


that „And is faid to have ſhewn an upuſual 
by FM of dran ort on le ffcover of ſo new 
And uncommon 4 DF Rkks er he had read _ | 
aps, he et 5 Reward, add bid 
- give t che p 5915 = 77 ee ty 
bus; 55 dpop gelb We e Hanza, 


5 en the ſum to be dou led.” The find 3 


no teſs ſurprized than his maſter, and chonght it 
his duty to make ſome delay in executing fo ſud- 


den an Taviſh 2 uy > but. - Yon TY one 
anza 


EDMUND: SPENSER. 43 
fanza more, Mr. Sidney raiſed the gratuity td two 
hundred pounds, and commanded the ſteward. to 
give it immediately, left as he read further he might 
Fe temnpted to give away his whole eſtate, From 
this time he admitted the anthor to his acquain- 
tance and converſation, and prepared the way for 
his being known and received at gant... 
Tho! this ſeemed a promiſing omen, to be thus in- 
troduced to court, yet he did not inftantly reap any 
advantage from it. He was indeed erented poet lau- 
reat to Queen Elizabeth, but he for ſome time wore 
a barren lanrel, and poſſeſſed only the place wich- 
dut the penſion. Lord traaſurer „ ee 
— whoſe: diſpleaſure Spenſer labonred, took care to 
intercept tha Queen's favours to this unhappy great 
man. As misfortunes have the moſt influence en 
elegant and paliſhed: minds, ſo it was! no wonder 
that Spetifer was much dapreſſod by the cold recep- 
tion he met yu from K oircumſtance 
which not a little detracts from the merit of the 
wer : for I know not if all the 
h, ate ſuffieient to 


of ſo injurious and 
Which probably, would have been {eſs unfertu- 
nate to him, if his nahle patrom Sir Philip Hidney 
had not been ſo much abſent from court, as by his 
_emplpyments abroad; afid the ſhrars he had in hbe 
Low. Oountry wars, he waß obliged to be. In 2 
poem called, The Ruins of Time, which was 
70 #0116550 +17 a. 017 add 1d: Fnofifts ©: 25 bank 
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94 The Er * 


a thor "Is to allude to the dſcouragement I havs 
| mentioned i in the nen 1 36 to | 


O grief of griefs, 0 gall of all at od 
To ſee that virtue ſhould: "deſpiſed be,” r 
Of ſuch as firſt were raifed for virtue's parts, 

And now broad - ſpreading like an aged tree, 

f Let none ſhoot up that nigh them planted be; 

O let not theſe, of whom the muſe is formed, | 

Alive or OE be 2 the mule: adorned: 1 


- Theſe lines are early meant to leck e on ar- 
leigh for neglecting him, and the Lord Treaſurer 
afterwards conceived a hatred towards him for the 
ſatire he apprehended was levelled at him in Mo- 
ther Hubbard's Tale. In this poem, the author has 
in the moſt lively manner, painted out the misfor- 
tune of rather on court favours. ' The lines 

Jy" follow are pag? en 85 . n 


5 Full little knoweſt thou, that haſt not yd, 
What Hell it is in ſuing long to bide, 
- To cloſe good days, that nights be better OY 
To waſte long nights in penſive diſcontent ;' 
I To ſpeed to day, to be put back tomorrow, 
To feed on hope, to pine with fear and =P 
To have thy prince's grace, yet want her peers, | | 
JI To have thy asking, yet wait many years. 
T To fret thy ſoul with croſſes, and with care. 
To eat thy heart, thro? comfortleſs deſpair 4 8. 
To fawn, to erouch, to wait, to ride, to run „ 
* _ to give; to wn, to e ere ; 
As this was: very much the nchen chile; — . 
bably was the particular paſſage in that poem which 
gave offence; for as Hughes very elegantly obſerves, 
even the ſighs of 4. miſerable man are ſometimes re- 


* 


j * | 


ſented as an affront, by him who is the occaſion of 
ade Rory, Wich ſeems founded 


them. There i is a 


8 3 
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EDMUND SPENSER. 953 
on the grievance juſt now mentioned, and is related -- 
by ſome as a matter of fact commonly reported alt 

that time. It is ſaid, that upon his preſenting ſome, - 

poems to the Queen, ſhe ordered him a gratuity of 
one hundred pounds, but the Lord Treaſurer Bur- 
leigh objecting to it, ſaid with ſome ſcorn of the 
poet,, of whoſe merit he. was. totally, ignorant, - 
« What, all this for a ſong?” The queen replied, 
Then give him what is reaſon.” Spenſer for 
ſome time waited, but had the mortification to 
find himſelf diſappointed of her Majeſty's bounty. 
Upon this he took a proper opportunity to preſent. 


a paper to Queen Elizabeth in the manner of a pe- 
tition, in which he reminded her of the order ſhe- 
had given, in the following lines. N 


I was promiſed on a time 2 
Jo have reaſon for my rhime, _ __. * 
Flrom that time, unto this ſeaſon _ 

Is received nor rhime, nor reaſon. 


—— —— 


6 
This paper produced the intended effect, and the 
Queen, after ſharply reproving the treaſurer, imme- 
diately directed the payment of the hundred pounds 
' ſhe had firſt ordered. In 1 1579 he was 
ſent abroad by the Earl of Leiceſter, as appears 
by. a copy of Latin verſes dated from Leiceſter- 
houſe, and addreſſed to his friend Mr. Harvey; but 
Mr. Hughes has not been able to determine in What 


ſervice we was employed. When the Lord Grey _— 

Wilton was choſen Deputy of Ireland, Spenſer.was 

recommended to him as ſecretary. . This drew him 
over to another kingdom, and ſettled him in a . 


ſcene” of life very different from what he had 
formerly known; but, that he underſtood, and .dif- 
charged his employment with skill and capacity, ap- 
pears ſufficientiy by his diſcourſe on the late of 
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' Iretand, in which there are many ſolid =M [9 "RAW ; 
_ remarks," that ſhew him no lefs qua ihed for the 
buſineſs of the fate, than for the entertainment of 
the muſes. His life was now. Fred from the difficul- 
ties under which it had hirherto ſtruggled, and his 
ſervices to the Crown received'a reward of a grant 
_ Queen Elizabeth of 3000 Acres of Iand in the 
| of Cork. His houſe was in Kileolman, and 
| hs river Mulla, which he has more than - once ſo 
| poet need in his poems,ranthrough his grounds. 
5 about this time, he contract intimate 
: friendſhip 0 5 the reat and earned Sir Walter 
Kalel 85, who was then a captain under the lord 
| Grey. The poem of Spenſer” 5 called Colin Clouts 
come home Again, in Which Sir Walter AO: 1s 
deſcribed . the name of the Shepherd of the 
| Ocean, is a beautiful memorial of this friendſhip, 
which took its rife from a ſi imilarity of taſte in the 
| polite arts, arid which he a reeably deſcribes with 
à a ſoftneſs' and delicacy pecaliar to him. Sir Wal- 
ter afterwards promoted him in Queen Elizabeth's 
eſteem, thro' whoſe recommendation ſhe read his 
writings. He now fell in love a ſecond time 
5550 à merchant's daughter, in Which, ſays Mrs. 
l per author of the mules library, he was 
=_: 19 5 Ee ceel eſsful than in his firſt amour. He 
| | wrote upon this oecaſion a F epithala- 
mim, With Which he preſented the lady on the 


8 bridal-day, and N. conſigned that day, and her, F 
=_ to immortality. | In this pleaſant ea Fra 8 
3 our excellent poet finiſhed the da al 
The Fairy Queen, which was begun and 5 92 
nued at Wes it intervals of time, Tg 'of which he. 
at firſt p ubliſhed onl the three en ports to theſe 
Were added three more in a following edition, but 
the fix Jetta books. ( excep GA the two canto's of mu- 
tabili ty Jorg Nice hes loſt by his ſervant 


2 em! Had in haſte ſent bete in into England; 


217 4 he * his life for ſome time very ſe- 
_ 


* 
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renely here, yet a train of misfortunes ſtill 1 ur- 
ſued him, and in the 'rebelhon of the Earl of 


Deſmond he was plundered and deptived of his 


eſtate. This diſtreſs forced him to return to Eng-: 
land, where for want of his noble patron Sir 
Philip Sidney, he was plangey into new” calami-. 
ties, as that gallant Hero died of che wounds he 
received at Zutphen. It is ſaid by Mr Hughes, 
that Spenſer” ſurvived his patron about twelve 
years, and died the ſame year with eve 1 ene- 
my the Lord Burleigh, 1598. He was buried, ſays 
he, in Weſtminſter-Abbey, near the fambus Geof- 
fery Chaucer, as he had deſired; his obſequies 
were attended by the poets of that time, and o- 
thers, who paid the laſt honours to his memory. 


Several copies of verſes werk throwyn after him into 


his grave, and his monument was erected at the 
charge of the famous Robert Devereux, the un- 
fortunate Earl of Effex. This is the account gi- 
ven by his editor, of the death of Spenſer, but 
there is ſome reaſon to believe that he ſpoke 
only upon imagination, as he has produced no 
authority to ſupport his opinion, eſpecially as I 
find in a book of great reputation, another opinion, 
delivered upon probable grounds. The ingenious 
Nr. Drummond of Hawthronden, a noble wit of” - - 
Stotland, had an intimate correſpondence with all 
the genius's of his time who reſided at London, 
particularly the famous Ben Johnſon; who had fo 
high an opinion of Mr. Drummond's abilities, 
that he took a journey into Scotland in order 
t) converſe with him, and ſtayed ſome time at 
bis houſe at Hawthronden. After Ben Johnſon 
' departed, Mr. Drummond, careful to retain what 
paſt” betwixt them, wrote [down the heads of their 
converſation; which is publiſhed amongſt his poems 
and hiſtory" of the five James's Kings of Scotland. 
Amongſt other particulars there is this. Ben John- 
« ſon told me that Spenſer's goods were robbed ' 
E212, ww Vaal Fore 
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by che Iriſh in Deſmond's rebellion, his houſe 
*, and a little child of his burnt, and he and his 
« wife nearly eſcaped; that he afterwards died 


d in King-ſtreet * by abſolute want of bread ; and 
_ * that he refuſed twenty pieces ſent him by the 
% Earl of Eſſex, and gave this anſwer to the per- 
„ ſon who brought them, that he was ſure he 


- 


% had no time to ſpend them. 


Mr. Drummond's works, from whence I have ex- 


| tracted the above, are printed im a thin quarto, and 
may be ſeen at Mr. Wilſon's at Plato's- Head in the 
Strand. I have been thus particular in the quota- 


tion, that no one may ſuſpe& ſuch extraordinary cir- 


cumſtances to be advanced upon imagination. In the 


inſcription on his tomb in Weſtminſter Abbey, it 
is ſaid he was born in the year 1510, and died 
1596 ; Cambden ſays 1598, but in regard to his 


birth they. muſt. both be miſtaken, for it is by no 


means probable he was born ſo early as 1510, 


if we judge by the remarkable cir-umſtance of 
his ſtanding for a fellowſhip in competiticn with 

Mr. Andrews, who was not born according to 
Hughes till 1555. Beſides, if this account of his 
birth be true, he muſt have been ſixty years old 


hen he firſt publiſhed his Shepherd's Calendar, an 


age not very proper for love; and in this caſe it 


is no wonder, that the beautiful Roſalind ſlighted 


his addreſſes; and he muſt have been ſeventy years 
old when he entered into buſineſs under lord Grey, 


who was created deputy in Ireland 1580: for which 


- ' reaſons we may fairly. conclude, that the inſcrip- 
tion is falſe, either by the error of the carver, - 
or perhaps it was put on when the monument was 

repaired. 55 E 


1 — 


There are very few particulars of this great 
oet, and it muſt be a mortification to all lovers 
of the Muſes, that no more can be found con- 


5 Duplin.” f The General of the Englith army ip Ireland. 
; 3 | f 8 : To : nament 7 
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nament of his profeſſion. No writer ever found a 
nearer way to the heart than he, and his verſes 
have a peculiar 8 1m of recommending the 
author to our friendſhip as well as raifing "our © 
admiration ; one cannot read him without fancy- 
ing'- oneſelf tranſported into Fairy Land, and 
there converſing with the Graces, in that enchan- 
ted region: In elegance of thinking and fertili- 
ty of imagination, few of our Engliſh, authors 
have approached | him, and no writers have ſuch 
power as. he to awake the ſpirit of poetry in 
others. Cowley” owns that he derived inſpiration , 
from him; and I have heard the celebrated Mr. 
James Thomſon, the author of the Seaſons, and 
juſtly eſteemed one of our beft deſcriptive poets, 
ſay, that he formed himſelf upon Spenſer; and 
how cloſely he purſued the model, and how no- 
bly he has imitated him, whoever reads his Caſ- -- 
tle of Indolence with ' taſte, will readily confeſs... 
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Mr. Addiſon, in his characters of the Engliſh _ 


Poets, addreſſed to Mr. Sacheverel, thus ſpeaks of 
Old Spenſer next, warm'd wich poetic rage. 
In ancient tales amus'd a barb'rous age 

An age, that yet uncultivate and rude,, .. 

Where-e'er the poet's fancy led, purſued  - 

Thro' pathleſs folds, and unfrequented floods ) 
To dens of dragons, and enchanted Woods. 

But now the my ſtic tale, that pleas'd of yore, 
Can charm an underſtanding age no more: 

The long ſpun allegories, fülſome grow, . - 

While the all moral lyes too plain belo- /. 

We view well pleaſed at diſtance, all the fights, Þ. 
Of arms, and palfries, battles, fields, and fights, þ. 
And damſels in diſtreſs, and courteous knights.) 
But when we look too near, the ſhades decay, 

And all the e fades awax. 1 84 
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While any lovers of poetry remain. 


100 be EAR 


It is agreed, on all hands, that the diſtreſſes of 


cCur author helped to (torren. his days, and, indeed, 
When his extraordinary merit is conſidered, he had 


the hardeſt meaſure of any of our poets. It appears. 
from different accounts, that he was of an amiable 
ſweet diſpoſition, humane and generays in his na- 


ture. Beſides the Fairy, Queen, we find, he had 


written ſeveral other pieces, of which we can on- 


7 
1 


Iy trace out the titles, Among theſe, the moſt 


canſiderable were nine comedies, in imitation of 
the comedies of his. admired Arioſto, inſcribed 


 - with'the names, of the, Nigg, Mujer... The reit 
C 


which are mentioned in his letters, and thoſe of 
his friends, are his Dying Pelicane, his Pageants, 


Stemmata Dudleyana, the. Canticles paraphrazed, 


Excleſiaſtes, Seven. Pſalms, Hours of our Lord, 
Sacrifice of, a Sinner, Purgatory, a S ennight Slum 


ber, the Court of 5 „and, Hell of Lovers. 
| Ir likewile, faid, he had, written, a, treatiſe in 
; _ called the Engliſh Poet: as for the Epitha- 


by himſelf in one of his letters, Mr. Hughes 
„thinks they are ſtill preſerved, tho' under diffe- 

rent names. It appears from what is ſaid of the 
Dreams by his friend Mr. Harvey, that they were 
in imitation of Petrarch's Viſions. Tr 


To produce authorities in favour of Spenſer, as a 
et, I ſhould reckon an affront to his memory; that 
is a tribute which I ſhall only pay to inferior wits, 


- whoſe higheſt honour it is to be mentioned with. re- 
ſpect, by genius's of a A claſs. The works of 


Spenſtr will never periſh, tho“ he has introduced 
unneceſfarily many obſolete terms into them; there 
is a flow of poetry, an elegance of ſentiment, a 
fund of itvagiiation; and an enchanting enthuſiaſm. 
which will ever ſecure hi Re e of oſteri 


We find little account of the family which Spenſer 


— 


left beling big, eee 


* — 
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life e prefixed to the laſt folio edition of his works. 
it is ſaid that his great grandſon. Hugolin Spen- 
| ſer, after the reſtoration of king Charles II. Was re- 


ſtored by the court of claims to ſo much of the 
lands as uld be found to have been his anceſtors ; 
there is another remarkable paſſage of which (ſays 


Hughes) I can give the reader much better I. | 


ſurance : that a a perſon came over from Ireland, 


in King William's time, to ſollicit the fame affair, 
and brought with him letters of recommendation, 


as a deſe-ndant of Spenſer. His name procured 


him a fayourable reception, and he applied him- 
ſe'f particularly to Mr. Cong eve, by, whom he 
was generouſly recommended to the fayour of the 

earl of Hallifax, who was then at the head of the 


trea ury; and by that means he obtained his ſuit. 


This man was fomewhat advanced in years, and 
might be the ſame mentioned before, who had 
poſſibly recovered only ſome part of his eſtate at 


firſt, or had been diſturbed in the poſſeſſion of it. 


He could give no account of the works of his 


— 


- anceſtor, which are wanting, and which are 1 8 


fore in aff Probability re ee, loſt. 


The following ſtanzas are Aid to be thols with 8 


1 Sir Philip Sidney 2 Arſt ſtrucle. 85 


From Ai return f mY and Eon . 
As on the way foget ler we did fare, 

We met that villain | od from him me blen 
ZOO hula wight, whom [ 'scaped ; 


A man OF Nel chat gil inf dea; N ih. 


Who firſt us $ greets, and after fair e 
Of tidings range, and of adventures rare: 


So creeping cloſe, 8 ſüake in hidden weeds, © 


© Inquireth of our Beck and of our, daher * 
„ „„ ß anon 


. 8 5 
Which 8 he knew, and ſelt our -Focble hearts 
Emboſs'd with bale, and bitter-biting grief, 
Which love had launced with his deadly dar ts, 
With wounding words, and terms of foul reprief, 
He plucked. from us all hope of due rc. f; 
That erſt us held in love of ling'riog lit; 
Then hopeleſs, heartleſs, gan the cunning thief 
® Perſuade us die, to ſtint all further ſtrife : {3 
| To me he lent this PE to him a ruſty. knife, 


. 8 The following f is the picture. 


The Aae cave they enter, hers they find, 
That curſed man, low fitting. on the ground, 
Muſing full ſadly in his ſullen mind; 
_ His greaſy locks, long growing and unbound, 
; Diſordered hung about his ſhoulders round, 
And hid his face; through which his hollow eyne, 
_  Look'd deadly dull, and.ftared 2 as aſtound ; 7:6 9 
is raw-bone cheeks thro penury and pine,” 
„ ſhrunk | into his j JAWS, as he did never dine. 


His ment nought, but many ragged 59 
W.ith thorns together pinn'd and patched was, 
The which his naked ſides he wrapt abouts; 
And him beſide, there lay upon the graſs , 
A dreary corſe, whoſe life e away did pals, 
All wallowed in his own, yet luke- II. Alqed, 
| That from his wound yet welled fre alas; 
In which a ruſty knife faſt fixed ſtood, 
ng 188} made a Gen paſſage for the guſhing | flood. 


3 be an inju to Spenſer to 
A his. W A he N fe on that 

great Work of his Which has placed him among 
tze foremoſt of our poets, and diſcovered ſo ele- 
vated and ſublime a genius. The work 1 mean 

1 his N poem of the * * 


— ] , 


Bir 
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Bir William Temple in his effay on poetry, ſays, 
«© that the religion 2 the Gentiles pf apt woven, 
<<. into. the contexture of all the ancient poetry with 
« an agreeable mixture, which made the moderns 
affect. to give that of chriſtianity a place alfo in 
their poems ; but the true religion was not found 
to become fictitious ſo well as the falſe one had 
* done, and all their attempts of this kind ſeemed. 
rather to debaſe religion than heighten poetry. 
«© Spenſer endeavoured to ſupply this with morality, 
and to' make mnftrufGion, inſtead of ſtory. the ſubßz. 
ject of an epic poem. His execution was excel. 
“ lent, and his flights of fancy very noble and high. 1 
% But his deſign was poor; and his moral lay fo * 
„ bare, that it loſt hes effect. It is true, the pill 
„ was gilded, but fo thin that the colour and the 
< taſte were eaſily diſcovered.“ Mr. Rymer aſſerts, 
4 that Spenſer may be reckoned the firſt of our he- 
*. roic poets. - He had a large ſpirit, a ſharp judg- 
<< ment, and a genius for heroic poetry, perhaps 
« above any that ever wrote fince Virgil, but our 
* misfortune is, he wanted a true idea, and loft him- 
* ſelf by following an unfaithful guide. Tho” be- 
„ fides Homer and Virgil be had read Taſſo, yet. 
„ he rather ſuffered himſelf to be miſled by Arioſto, 
* with whom blindly/rambling on [marvels and ad- 
<< yentures, he-makes'no'conſcience of probability; 
all is fanciful and chimerical, without any uni- 
« formity, or without any foundation in truth; in 
a word his poem is perfect Fairy-Land.” Thus 
far Sir William Temple, and Mr. Rymer; let us 
now attend to the opinion of à greater name. Mr. 
1 in his dedication of Juvenal, thus proceeds 
The | Engliſh have only to boaſt of Spenſer and'- «| 
„Milton in heroic poetry, who neither of them 
% wanted either genius or learning to have been 
perfect poets, and yet both of them are liable to 
% many cenfures ; for there is no uniformity in 


« the "deſign of Spenſer; he aims at the accom-* | 


4. -: - 
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* phſhment of no one action; he raiſes up a he- 
«* ro ſor every one of his adventures, and endows 
teach of them with ſome particular moral vir- 
* tue, which. renders them all equal, without ſub- 
-* ordination or preference: Every one is valiant 
* in his own legend; only we muſt do him the 
© Juſtice to obſerve, that magnanimity, Which is 
the character of prince Arthur, ſhines. through- 
* out the whole poem, and ſuccours the reſt when 


«« they are in diltreſs, The origiral, of every 
knight was then living. in the court of Queen 
Elizabeth; and be attributed to each of them 
„that virtue which he thought was moſt conſpi- 
cuous in them; an ingenious piece of flattery, 
++ tho” it turned not much to his account. Had 
« he, lived to finiſh his poem in the remaining 
% legencs,. it had certainly been more of a piece; 
but could not have been perfect becauſe the 
model was not true. Bat prince Arthur, or 
his chief patron Sir Philip Sidney, dying before 
„ him, deprived the poet both of means and ſpi- 
_ << Fit to accompliſh, his. deſign. For the =" 5M 
*« obſolete language, and ill choice of his ſtanza, 
„ are faults both of the ſecond magnitude; for © 
-  ©© notwithſtanding. the firſt, he is {ill intelligible, 
_ at leaſt after à little practice, and for the laſt 
he is more to be admired, that labouring under 
< ſuch diſadvantages, his verſes are ſo numerous, 
% ſo various, and o harmonious, that only Vir- 
« gil, whom he has profeſſedly imitated, has ſur- 
„ paſſed him among the Romans, and only Wal- 


1 53 on alſegorical poetry prefixed. to Spenſers 
wor 


orks, tells us, that this poem is conccived. Wrought 
up, and coloured with karger fancy and diſcovers 


muiore the particular genius of Spenſer, than any of 


his other writings; and having obſerved that Spen- 
ſer in a letter to Sir Walter Raleigh calls it, a 
continued allegory, or dark conceit, he Ber u 
eee eee „ö; N ome- 
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. ſome remarks on.. allegorical poetry in general, 55 
defining allegory to be a fable or ſtory, in which, 


under imaginary perſons: or things, is ſhadowed 


ſome real ation or inſtructive moral, or as I think, c- 


ſays he, it is ſomewhere very ſhortly defined by 
Plutarch; it is that, in which one thing is related, 
and another thing underſtood ; it is a kind of poe 


tical picture, or hieroglyphick, which by its apt re- 


ſemblance, conveys inſtruction to the mind, by an 


analogy to the ſenſes, and ſo amuſes the fancy While 
it informs the. underſtandin 5 Every allegory hass 
iteral and myſtical, the 


therefore two ſenſes, the 
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* literal ſenſe is like a dream or viſion, of which 


the myſtical. ſenſe is the true meaning, or inte- 
pretation. This will be more clearly apprehend- 


* 


ed by conſidering, that as a ſimile is a more ex, 


tended metaphor, ſo an allegory is a kind of con- 


tinued ſimile, or an aſſemblage of ſimilitudes drawn 


out at full length. -- 


%> 


The chief merit of this poem, no doubt, con- 


ſiſts in · that ſurpriſing vein: of fabulous invention 
which runs through it, and enriches. it every 
where with imagery and deſcriptions, moze than 
we meet with in any other modern poem, 


The author ſeems to be poſſeſſed of a. kind of 
poetical magic, and the ſigures he calls up to our 


view riſe ſo thick 65 us, that we are at once 
wit 


pleaſed and diſtract 


ways Pim into” execſs, and his julgmpevt is overs 
born, by the torrent of his imagination. That 
which ſeems the moſt liable to exception in; this 

work is the model of it, and the choice the au- 


— 


ith the exhauſtleſs varie, 
ef them; ſo that his faults may in a manner be 
imputed to his excellencies. His abundance be- 


thor has made of ſo romantic a ſtory. The ſe- 5 


veral books rather appear like ſo many ſeveral poems, 


than one entire fable. Each of them has its pe- 
culiar Enight, and is independent of the reſt; and 
tho ſome of the perſons make their appearance 


in different books, yet this has very little effect 
33 f dents 1 


'% 
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in concealing them. Prince r is e the 
prideiget perſon, and has therefore a ſhare given 

im in every legend; but his part is not confidera- 
ble enough in any one of them. He 25 and 
vaniſhes again like a ſpirit, and we loſe fight of 
him too ſoon to conſider him as the hero of the 
poem. Theſe are the moſt obvious defects in 
the fable of the Fairy Queen. The want of unity 
in the ſtory makes it difficult for the reader to 
carry it in his mind, and diſtracts too much his 
attention to the ſeveral parts of it; and indeed the 


whole frame of it would appear monſtrous, were 
it to be examined by the rules of epic poetry, as 


they have been drawn from the practice of Homer 
and Virgil ; but as it is plain, the author never 
deſigned it by theſe rules, I think it ought rather 
to be called a poem of a particular kind, deſcrib- 

in a feries of allegorical adventures, or epi- 
. 855 the moſt noted virtues and vices. To com- 
pare it therefore with the models of antiquity, 
would. be like drawing à parallel between the 
Roman and Gothic „ In the firſt, 
there is doubtleſs a more natural grandeur and 
Fimplicity ; in the latter, we find great mixtures 


of beauty and barbariſm, yet aſſiſted by tlie in- 


vention of à variety of inferior ornaments ; and 
tho“ the former is more majeſtic in the whole, 
the latter may be = „ rg #1, ere 
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. E ſon of the alobrare; ind was 
born in London, and in the 12th year of 


his age, 1 51750 Was ſent to _ Vniverfity, NO 
| | | he 
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he was educated i in grammar and logic. In 1553 
he took a degree in Arts, and was immediately 
elected Probationer fellow of Merton College, 


where he gained a 3 over all his fellow ? 
ſtudents in diſputations at the public ſchool. 


Wood informs us, that u a third admonition, IN 


from the warden and - bn! 02h of that houſe, 'he- 
reſigned his fellowſhip, to prevent expulſion, - on 


the 4th of April, 1558; he had been guilty of | 
ſeveral miſdemeanors, | ſuch as are peculiar to 
youth, wildneſs and rakiſhneſs, which in thoſe 


days it ſeems were very ſeverely puniſned. Soon 


after this he quitted England, and entered himſelf 


1 into the ſoclety of , Jeſus at St. Omer's : but 
before he left his native country, he writ and 25 
tranſlated (lays Wood). theſe things following, <2 


79 
Various Poems and Detions ; ſome of which are 


rinted in a book. called) the. Paradiſe. of ate At 


Hercules F urens, a Trae, : Which FR have: . 


imputed to Seneca, and others have denied to be 


his, but it is thought by moſt learned men to be 
an imitation of that play of Euripides, Which 


bears the ſame name, and tho, in contrivance and 


oeconomy, they differ in ſome things, yet in others 4 
they agree, and Scaliger {cruples nor to PEE the FE 
Latin to the Greek Tragedy *. 41 
Troas, a Tragedy of Seneca 8, which the Jeara- | 
ed F arnaby, and Daniel Heinſius very muck com- 
mend; the former ſtiling it a divine tragedy, the 
other preferring. it to one of the ſame name by 
Euripides, both in language and, contrivance, but 
eſpecially he ſays it far exceeds it in the chorus. 


In this tragedy the author has taken the liberty of 
adding ſeveral things, 128 altering others, as b 
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ing the. TY imperfect: Firſt as to the additions, 

be has at the end of the chorus after the firſt act, 
added threeſcore verſes of his own invention: In 
the beginning of the fecond act he has added a 
Whole ſcene, Where he introduces the ghoſt of 
Achilles rifing from hell, to require the ſacrifice 
of Polyxena F to the chorus of this act he added 
three ſtanza's. As to his alterations, inſtead of 
_tranflating the chorus of the third ac, Which is 
wholly taken wp with the names of foreign coun - 
tries, the tranflation of which without notes he 
thought would be tireſome to the Engliſh reader, 
he” has ſubſtituted in its ſtead another chorus of 
his own invention. This tragedy runs in verſes 
of fourteen ſyllables, and for the moſt | part his 
chorus is writ in verſe of ten ſyllables, which is 
called heroic. _ | 
| Thyeſtes, another tra . v4 of Senecas; which in 
the 2 of Hi is not inferior to any 
other of his dramatic pieces. Our author tranſlated 
this play when he was at Oxford; it is wrote in 
ru) ame manner of verſe as the other, only che 
| 3 is written in alternate rhime. The tranſlator 
has added a ſcene at the” end of the fifth act, 


_ ſpoken by Thyeſtes alone; in which he bewails his 


miſery, - and - implores Heaven's vengeance on 
Atreus. Theſe | nt are e in a lack letter = 
In 4to. aer - e 88 
. Langbain obſerves; that "oe he cannot ch 4 
commend” the verſion! of Heywood, as poetically 
elegant, as he has choſen a meaſure of fourteen ' 
ſyllables, which ever ſounds harſh to the ears of 
thoſe that are uſed to heroic poetry, yet, ſays he, 
I muſt do the author this juſtice, to acquaint the 
world, that he -endeavours to give Seneca's ſenſe, 
and Powe to imitate his verſe, changin Ks | 
. meaſure, as oſten as his author, the chorus Sp each 
act being different from the act itſelf, as the reader 
| He : | . . 3 a 5 may 


ä Isen HET wWOOD. og. 
may obſerve, by comparing the Engliſh copy with 
the Latin original. 
After our . had ſpent two years in he. 
ftndy of divinity 22 7 the prieſts, he was ſent 
9 Beg in Swirzerla where he continued a- 
N ſeventeen years, in explaining and diſcuſling _ 
controverted queſtions, a among thoſe he called He- 
retics, in which time, for his zeal for the holy _ 
mother, he was Smart + to the degree of Dr. of 
Divinity, and o Four Vows. - At length pope - 
Gregory XIII. calling him away in 1581, he ſent 
him, with others, the ſame year into the miſſion 
_ - of England, and the rather becauſe the brethren 
. there told his holineſs, that the harveſt was great,” 
and the labourers few +. Being ſettled then in 
the nietropolis of his own country; and eſteemed 
the chief provincial of the Jeſuits in England, it 
was taken notice of, that he affected more the 4 
__— ſhew of a ford, than the humility of 'a 
ieſt, mg as gran an equipage, as mon - 
8805 den $- bim with. Dr 5 aller ſays, 0 | 
our author was executed in the reign. of Queen 
Elizabeth; but Sir Richard Baker tells us, that he 
was. one of the chief of thoſe 70 prieſts that were 
taken in the year 1585 ; and. when ſome of them 
. were condemned, - ani "the reft in danger of the 
law, her Majeſty caufed them all to be ſhipp'd a- 
way, and ſent out of England. Upon Heywood's 
being taken and committed to priſon, and the earl 
arwick thereupon read) to relieve. his neceſ- | 
ſity; he made a copy of „ mentioned by Sir 
John 1 Harrington, concluding with theſe two; __ 


-» Thanks to that lord, that wills* me gods 
+ or 1 want al things, ſaving hay and Wood. | 


He aficrards went 6b Rome,” ad © lat ret - 
in che [city of 9 where: 5 be ili 
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_ arly known to that zealous Roman Catholick, 
John Pitceus, who ſpeaks of him with great reſpect. 
It is unknown what he wrote or publiſhed 
after he became a Jeſuit. It is ſaid that he 
was: a great critic in the Hebrew language, 
and that he digeſted an eaſy and ſhort method, 
. (reduced. into tables) for novices to learn that 
language, which Wood ſuppoſes was a compendi- 
um of a Hebrew grammar. Our author paid the 
common debt of nature at Naples, 1598, and 


| was buried in the college of Jeſuits there. 


"A Writer who flouriſhed in the reign of Queen 
: N Elabech ; he was a Kentiſh man, and in 
bis younger years educated at St. Mary Magda- 
len College in Oxon, where in the year 1575 he 
took his degree of Maſter of Arts. He was, 
= ſays Langbaine, a very cloſe ſtudent, and much 
a addicted to poetry; a proof of which he has 
| ven to the world, in thoſe plays which he has 
_ ee e to poſterity, and which in that age 
were well eſteemed, both by the court, and by 
- the univerſity. He was one of the firſt: writers, 
_ continues Langbain, who in thoſe days attempted 
to reform the language, and purge. it from obſo- 
- Jete expreſſions. _Mr. Blount,” a gentleman who 
has made himſelf known to the world, by ſeve- 
ral peces of his own writing (as Horæ Subſecivæ, 
his Microcoſmography, &c.) and Who publiſh- 
ed 'fix of theſe plays, in his title page ſtiles 
bim, the only rare poet of that time, the witty, E 
' _ comical, ſacetiouſly quick, and unparallell'd Jenn 
at i 


e, 3 1 Pc FE, - FED, 
Lilly. Mr. Blount further ſays, That he fat 
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at Apollo's table; that A 2 gave him a wreath. _ 


© of his own bays without natching ; and that the 
Lure he played on, had no borrowed ſtrings :' He 
mentions a romance of our author's writing, called 
 Euphues ; our nation, favs he, are in his ebt, for 
a new Engliſh which he taught them; Euphues, 
and his England began firſt that language, and all 
our ladies were then his ſcholars, and that 
beauty in court who could not read Euphiſm, was 
as little regarded, as ſhe who now f not 
French. This extraordinary Romance I acknow-- 
ledge I have not read, ſo cannot from myſelf 
give it a charaQer, but I have ſome- reaſon to 
believe, that it was a miſerable S from 
the authority of the author of the Britiſh Theatre, 
| who in his preface thus ſpeaks of it; This Ro- 
«© mance, fays he, ſo faſhionable for its wit; ſo 
« famous in the court of Queen Elizabeth, and 
is ſaid to have introduced ſo remarkable 2. 


change in our language, I have ſeen and read. 


It is an unnatural affeècted jargon, in which the 
«© perpetual uſe of metaphors, alluſions, allegories, | 
« and analogies, is to.paſs for wit, and ſtiff bom- 


% baſt for language; and with this nonſenſe the 


* court of Queen Elizabeth (whoſe times afford- 
«« ed better models for ſtile and compoſition, than 
« almoſt any ſince) became miſerably infected, 
« and greatly help'd to let in all the vile pedan- 

«try of language in the two following reigns; 
c ſo much miſchief the moſt ridiculous instrument a 
c may do, when he f to Oy on * the, . 
os  kmplicity of nature. ER 


YT 


Mr. Lilly has writ it the following dramatic pieces 3 


| - Alexaniler, and Campaſpe, a tragical c Omedy ;/ 
| lay'd before the Queen's Majeſty on twelft] PRs Ls 
| 4 her Maj jeſty's children, and the chilgrea of 

St. Paul's, "and afterwards at « the, Black DES. * 


ie 
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printed in 12mo. London, 1632. The ſtory of. 


Alexander's beſtowing Campaſpe, in the enamour- 


{5 Friſe y. Lib. xxxv. L. x. 


London 1632. This Rory | 
from Ovid's Epiſtles, of Sappho to Phaon, Ep. 21. 


3 


ed Apelles, is related by Pliny in his Natural 


mion, àa Comedy, preſented before Queen 


Elizabeth, by the children of her Majeſty's cha- 


ple, printed in 1 zmo. 1632. The flory of En- 
dymion's being beloved by the moon, with com- 
ments upon it, may be met with in moſt of the 


Mythologiſts. See Lucian's Di-logues, between 


Venus and the Moon. Mr. Gambauld has writ a 
romance called Endymion, tranſlated into Engliſh, 


SGalathea, a Comedy, played before the Queen 


at Greenwich on New year's day, at night, by 
the children of St. Paul's, printed in 12mo. Fa 
1632. In the characters of Galathea and Philidia, 


the poet has copied the ſtory of Iphis and Ianthe, . 


which the reader may find at large in the ninth 


book of Ovid's Metamorphoſis. _ _ 


Maid's 3 a Comedy, acted by the 


children of St. Paul's, printed in 12mo. 1632. 


Mydas, a Comedy, played before the Queen on 


Twelfth night, printed in 1zmo. London, 1632. 
_ For the ſtory, ſee the xith book of Ovid's Meta- 
„„ I CE ING. 
© » Sappho and Phaon, a Comedy, played before the 


queen on Shrove-Tueſday, by the children of Paul's, 
and afterwards at Black-F 8 printed in Twelves, 


e reader may learn 


Woman in the Moon, preſented before the Queen 


London 1667. Six of theſe plays, viz. Alexander 
and Campaſpe, Endymion, Galathea and Mydas, 
Sappho and Phaon, with Mother Bombie, a comedy, 


the ſame author, are printed together under the 


— title of the Six Court-Comedies, 12mo,, London 
1632, and dedicated by Mr, Blount, to the lord 
_ viſcount Lumly of Waterford ; the other two are 


** * 
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printed ſingly in Quarto. He alſo wrote Loves 
r 2 ee en ! 1601. 


41 


Se eee 


Sir TroMas Ovennury | 


ws ſon of: Nicholas Overbury, Eſt 105 Bur 5 
ton in Glonceſterſhire; one of the Judges f 
the Marches f. He was born with very bright parts, 
and gave early diſcoveries of a riſing genius. In 
1895, the 14th year of his a 5 , he became a gentle- 
man commoner in Queen's-College in Oxford, and 
in 1598, as a gu ſon, he took the degree « 
batchelor of arts ; he removed from thence to 7:44 
Middle-Temple, in order to ſtudy the municipal 
law, but did not long remain there. His genius, 
which was of a fprightly kind, could not bear the 
confinement. of a ſtudent, or the drudgery of read- 
ing law; he abandoned it therefore, and travelled . 
into France, where he ſo improved himſelf in po 
lite accompliſnme ents, that when he returned he was, 
looked upon a one of the mol finiſhed pocket 
about court, 

Soon after hos PETTY in En; land. he Contrakt. | 
ed an intimacy, which aber s grew into friend- 
ſhip wich Sir Robert Carre, a Scotch gentleman, a 
favourite with king James, and afterwards earl 4 
Somerſet. 3 was the warmth of friendſhip in 
which theſe two _ Yen entlemen lived, that they were 
inſeparable. Carre could enter into n) ome, 
nor purſue any, 83 without the advice and 
concurrence of verbury, nor could Orerbury en- 
Joy 7 "felicity "ber in the cvinpagy of bam he, 


Td Wood Athen, Oxon, = Wink. bi. ſupra. 
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loved; their Sendliip. was the ſubject of court 
converſation, and their genius ſeemed ſo much 
alike, that it was reaſonable to ſuppoſe no breach 
could ever be produced between them; but ſuch. 
it ſeems is the power of woman, ſuch "the influ- ' 
ence. of beauty, that even the ſacred ties of 
" friendſhip. are broke aſunder by the magic ener- 
| 75 of theſe ſuperior charms. Carre fell in love with 
lady Frances Howard, daughter to che Earl of Suf- 
folk, and lately divorced from the Earl of Eſſex . 
„ communicated his paſſion to his friend, who was 
too penetrating: not to know that no man could 
live with much comfort, with a woman of the 
Counteſs's ſtamp, of whoſe morals he had a bad 
opinion; he infinuated to Carre ſome ſuſpicions, _ 
and thoſe well founded, againſt her honour ; he 
dijſſuaded him with all the AT of the ſincereſt 
friendſhip, to deſiſt from a match that would in- 
rolve him in miſery, and not to ſaffer his paſſion | 
for her beauty to 74 
as to make * ene his . to its andul- 
gence. .- 
Carre, who was deſperately in, love, for- | 
getting the ties of honour. as well as friendſhip, 
communicated to the lady, what Overbury had ſaid 
of her, and they who haye read the heart of wo- 
man, will be at no loſs to conceive what recep- 
tion ſhe gave that unwelcome report. She knew, 
that Carre was immoderately attached to Overbury, 
- that he was directed by his (Council. in 2 * 
on devoted to his intereſt, I . 


Earth has no curſe like love | to 2 . 
Nor Hell a fury like a woman ſcorn . 


This was literally verified i in the caſe + the coun- : 
teſs ; ſhe let leoſe all the rage of which ſhe was 
capable againſt him, and as ſhe panted for the con- 


ſummation of the match een Carre and fe 
e 


— 


. 416 : „ Wink, uti fopra. 


ave ſo much ſway over him, 


| headed the army of the parliament againſt che 
King, and to whom the imputation of 1 impotence Z 
was laid. The Counteſs, in order to rocure a 


n 


vided, of 755 the ſame ſize an 8 
ance, who onated her, and the jury aſſert 

her to be an unviolated Virgin. This precaution 2 | 
the Counteſs 125 dop bt, dimmniiſhies her character, 


Sir THOMAS OVERBURY. 1156 


the ſo influenced the Viſcount, that he began to 
conceive a hatred likewiſe to Overbury ; an and while 


he was thus ſubdued by the charms of a wicked 
woman, he ſeemed to change his nature, and from 
the gentle, eaſy, acceſſible, good-natured man he 


. formerly appeared, he degenerated into the ſullen, 
vindictive, and implacable. One thing with reſpect 


to the counteſs ought not to be omitted. She was 
wife of the famous Earl of Eflex, who afterwards 


divorce: from her husband, gave it out that 'tho? 


ſhe had been for ſome time. in a married ſtate, . 


ſhe was yet a virgin, and which it ſeems ſat ve- 
ry uneaſy upon her. To prove this, a jury, of 


matrons were to examine her and give their opinion, . 
5 e ſhe was, or was not a Virgin : This 
the Counteſs did not care to underg 2 


refore entreated the favour that ſhe .migh 


- nook, n ee to ſave her bluſhes; "this Was 9 0 ä 


her, and ſhe took care to have a 0 La 17 p ro- 
nd exterior 5 


and is a ci Wanke not favourable to her bo- 


nour; fot if her husband had been really impo- 
tent as ſhe pretended, ſhe. needed not haye been, 
afraid of the ſearch ;: and it proves that ſhe ei- 
ther injured her husband, by falſely a ſperſing 


him, or that ſhe had violated her honour 'wi 


other men. But which ever of theſe” cauſes pre- 
vailed, had the Counteſs. been wiſe enough, he. | 


had no occaſion to fear the conſequences of 4 


5 ſcrutiny ; for if I am rightly” informed, a jury of 


old women can no more judge e accurately Whe⸗ 


ther a woman has yielded: Rer 8 Je 


e can . mene, a e body, 
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of Want if aide the deceaſed died; but be that 
as it may, the whole affair is unfavourable to her 
modeſty ; it ſhews her a woman of ifregular paſ- 
ſions, | which qu; Sir Thomas Overbury dear- 
| experience for even aſter the Counteſs 
Was happy in the embraces of the Earl of 
Somerſet, the could not forbear the perſecution of | 
him ; ſhe procured that Sir Thomas Hou be no- 
| minated by the King to go ambaſſador to Ruſſia, a 
deſtination ſhe knew would diſpleaſe him , it being 
then ne better than a Kind of honourable grave; ſhe 
Akewiſ e excited Earl Someiſet to ſcem again his 
friend, Aa to adviſe him ſtrongly to refuſe the em- 
bafly,. and at the ſame time infinuate, that if 
ro ſhould, it would only be lying a few weeks 
in the Tower, which to a man well provided in all 
- the neceflaries; as, well as comforts of. Life, had 
nd great terror in it. This EX N Sir Thomas 
| -Etnbraced, and abſolutely” refuled to go abroad; 
n which, on the. went) l of April 1613. he 
as ſent priſoner” to the Tower, and put under 
the cate of Sir Gervis Yelvis, then lord lieutenant. 
f e Counteſs being ſo far ſücceſsful, 1522 now 
tc bie great hopes of com 17 8 949805 
| of allafination, and. drew. 05 of Somerſet 
Ber Rang; to her party.? And 55 55 a few years 
before, obtained, the Hong Zur, of knighthood for 
| Ovetdury, was now o a agal ainſt him, that he 
chincided in taking meaſpres to. murder his friend. 
Sir Gervis Yelvis, who obiiines ed the lieutenancy by 
Se mer fet's intereſt, Was 4 creature devoted to his 
Fleaſure, Nfl was 5 needy, man , totally deſtitute 
of" any principles of honour, 15 was Faltly pre- 
vailed 3 1 to be bal ; ſcheme for Acltroying poor | 
. Overbury by oiſon. A they, con eee 
with 2 Mrs. e wa firft inventer (fays W. in- 


and 1 Which garb the was afterwards hanged) who 


19 5 260 der wars” one Franklin, a 
; man 
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man who it ſeems was. admirably: d. to be 
Eut-throat, agreed with him to de 179 
would not kl | preſeatly, but cauſe. one, to lan- 
guiſh away, by degrees. The lieutenant being 
engaged in the conſpiracy, admits one Weſton, 
Mrs. Turner man, who under pretence X 
waiting on Sir Thomas, was to. do the horrid. , 
deed. The plot 5 thus formed, and, ſuc⸗ 
ceſs bro iling 191 fair, Franklin b uys various poi- 
ſans; White Arſenick, Mercury- -Subluna limate,: Can- 
tharides, Red- ne With, three or four other 
deadly ingredients, w. ich he deleted. ta Weſtoh,, 
with inſtructions how to- ule them; ,who put them in- 
to his broth and meat, increaſing and diminiſhing, 
their ſtrength. according as he law him affected: 
beſides theſe, the Counteſs | ſent. him, by, way, of. 
preſent, poiſoned tarts and jellies: but OQverbui 
being, of a ſtrong, conftizutian, held long out againf 1. 
their influence: his body broke out 11 blotches 
and blains, which occaſioned. the. report induſtri- 
ouſly. propagated. by. Somerſet, of his having, dic ed 
of the French Diſeaſe. At laſt they produced his 
death by the application of a poiſoned clyſter, by 
which, he next day in painful agonies expired. Thus 
(ſays Winſtanley) “ by the malice of a Woman that 4 
worth Knight was murthered, who, $4 fill. 
oo lives in bars witty poem of; his, entitled; Wife, 
as is well e by che verſes e * IG; 


« ture,” 


A man” 8 noch 8 or his wort Aa PIR 4 
Vet I, that knew no marriage, peace nor Nun 9 
Live. by. a. Nod one es bad one loſt hy life. 3. 


of all Sings Which the heart of man conceives, _ 
as none is {0 enormous, as murder, ſo it more 
frequently meets puniſhment in this life than -any _ 
other. This DAarons - aſſaſſination was ſoon re- 


vealed ; for e what the "chro 
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had given out, ſuſpicions ran high that Sir Thomas 
Was poiſoned ; upon which Weſton was ſtrictly ex, 
amined by Lord Cook, who before his lordſhip per- 

ſiſted in deny ing the ſame; but the Biſhop of Lon- 
don afterwards converſing with him, preſſing the 
_ thing home to his conſcience, and opening all the 
terrors of another life to his mind, he was moved 
to confeſs the whole. He related how Mrs. Tur- 
ner and the Counteſs became acquainted, and dif- 
covered all thoſe who were any way concerned in. 
it; upon which they were all apprehended, and- 
ſome ſent to Newgate, and others to the Tower. 
Having thus confeſſed, and being convicted ac- 
cording to due courſe of Jaw, he was hanged at 
Ty burn, after him Mrs. Turner, after her Frank- 
Un, then Sir Gervis Yelyis, being found guilty on 
their ſeveral arraignments, were executed; ſome of 
them died penitent. The Earl and the Counteſs 
were both condemned, but notwithſtanding their 
-  - guilt being greater than any of the other crimi- 
nals, the King, to the aſtoniſhment of all his ſub- 
jects, forgave them, but they were both forbid to 
appear at court. „„ : 
There was ſomething ftrangely unaccountable 
in the behaviour of Somerſet after condemna- 
tion. When he was asked what he thought 
of his condition, and if he Was Preparing to 
die, he anſwered, that he thought not of it at 
all, for he was ſure the King durſt not command 
him to be executed. This ridiculous boaſting and 
bidding defiance to his e "was, con- 
 Rtrued by ſome in a very odd manner; and there 
were not wanting thoſe who aſſerted, that 'Somerſet 
was privy to a ſecret of the King's, which if it by 


been revealed, would have produced the ſtrangeſt 
- conſternation in the kingdom that ever was known, WW 
and drawn down. infamy upon his majeſty for | wa 
ever; but as nothing can be aſcertained concern- cut 
ing it, it might ſeem unfair to impute to this filly ane 
2 "© 


| Pries more faults than he perhaps 1 


Sir . THOMAS OVERBURY. 119 


It is certain he Was the flave of his favourites, 
and not the moſt. ſhocking crime in them, i it ſeems, 
could entirely alienate his àffections, and it is doubt- f 
ful Whether the ſaving of Somerſet or the execution * 
of Raleigh reflects moſt diſgrace upon his reign. | 
Some have ſaid, that the body. of Sir Thomas Over- YI 
bury was: thrown into an obſcure pit; but Wood 
' ſays it appears from the Tower regiſters, that 
it was interred i in the chapel; which ſeems more 
eee There is an epitaph which Winſtanley | 
has preſerved, written by our author upon him- 42:2 
| ſelf, hich I ſhall here inſert, as it 5 to * 5 
| luſtrate his yerhficatior = n 


» * 


. 


The ſpan of my gars N "Me I I reſt, „ ol 
That is, my body; but my ſoul, his guen 2 y 5 
Is hence afcended, whither, neither time, i 
Nor faith, nor hope, but only love can climb, 

Where being new enlightened, ſhe doth now 

; ou truth, of all men ar of below : : 

1 is duft, doth here in-pawn remain, 
That when the world diſſolves, ſhe come again. 


The works of Overbury beſides his Wife, which 
is reckoned the wittieſt and moſt finiſhed of all, are, 
| firſt Characters, or witty deſcriptions of the prophe- 
| fies of ſundry perſons. This piece has relation to 
ſome characters of his own time, which can afford. 955 
little ſatisfaction to a modern reader. - 
Second, The Remedy of Love in two parts, a 
poem 1620, OQtavo, 28. 
Third, Obſervations in his Travels, on | the State {+5 | 
oo the ſeventeen Provinces, | a8 they ſtood anno 
1 1 
N Obſervicion. on. the Provinces united, 3 
| and the ſtate of France, printed London e 
Sir Thomas was about 32 years old when he 
| was murthered, and is ſaid to have poſſeſſed an ac- 
cuteneſa, and ſtrength of parts that was aſtoniſhing; - 
and ſome have W that he Was PIR. of hrs abi- 


lg ; 1 lities, 
; 3 - £ « LE 
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lities, 3 — Uh in company; a. = as there i is 


8 good authority for the aſſertion, it is more agree- 


able to candour to believe him the amiable. Knight“ 
Winſtanley draws Rim; as it ſeldom happens that a 


| _ foul formed for the noble quality of friendſhip is 


—— 


— N 


haughty and inſolent. There is a tragedy of Sir 
Thomas Overbury wrote by the late Kichard Sa- 


vage, ſon of earl Rivers, which was acted in 1723, 
« (by what was then uſually called The Summer Com- 
pany). with ſucceſs; of kick we ſhall ſpeak more 


| Wire in che life SON ee eee 


Sek; HERBA 


* 


Te 0 u Ma * $T E Nr. ay 
* are few things e 1 
this poet's life. Wood. ſays, that he was a 


5 bg 5 in Corpus. Chriſti College, Oxon; but in 
_ what: country he was, horn, or of what family de- 


ſcended, is no where fixed. Mr. Langbain ſays, 


he can recover. no other information of him, than 


what he learned from the teſtimony of his bookſeller, 


_. whichis, «© That he. was free Ku, all- obſcene 
20 © \perches, which is the chief cauſe. oh mabing plays 


4 odious to virtuous and modeſt perſonsʒ 


„ abhorred fach writers and their Works, and pro- 


the famqus Ben Johnſo 
5 ſing to His 7975 a trag rj. 2 25 7. wi Male-Con-- 
tent; but we e find him reflecting pretty 
Ex e on 9 0 FSR: Fi 1 


“ feſſed himſelf an enemy to all ſuch as ſtuffed 
„their ſcenes With ribaldry, and larded their 


46 lines with ſeurrilous taunts, and Jeſts, ſo; that 


E 4 whatſoever even in the ſprin of his. years he 
<© preſented upon the private and public theatre, in 
his autumn and declini 


age he needed not to 


ng 
te He aſhamed of. 5 lived in friendſhip with 
8 by his addreſ- 


us 
OE x 1 ok 4 n , 


1871 * 


1 


- 


n and i - 
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my . 
* * 


jotix MARSTEN.. 1421 


= Ae the reader will find on the peruſal of Marſ-. 
- ten's Epiſtle, prefixed to Sophoniſba,-—** Know, 


* ſays. „that Thave nat laboured in this poem, : 


* roliide any thing as an hiſtorian, but to enlarge 
— * :eyety. thing as 4 post. To* tranſcribe authors, 
_ |. quote authorities, and to tranſlate Latin proſe 
Fa. 5 orations into Engliſh blank verſe, hatk in this 
e fſubject been the Jeaſt: aim of my ſtudies.” —— 
"1 Langbain obſerves, that none who are acquainted 
with the works of Johnſon can doubt that he is 
meant here, if they will compare the orations in Sa- 
- Juſt with thoſe in Cataline. On wat provocation 
Ml arſten thus cenſured his Friend i is unknown, but 
the practice has been too frequently purſued, ſo 


true is it, as Mr. Gay obſerves of the 3 ; 


that they are oft game cocks to 8 another, ; 

i and ſometimes verify the couplet. 55 5 

7 That they ue ſtill prepared to praiſe or to ab- | 
.- * Hor us | 

Satire they Habe, and panegyrie for 8. ts 

are has contributed eight lays to the tage. EN 

| "which were all acted at, the Black Fryars with 


3 applauſe, and one of them called the Dutch Couf- mY 


- tezan, . was, once revived ſince the Na e, 
under the title of the: Revenge, or a Match in 
Newgate. In the year 1633 fix of this authors 
plays were collated and publiſhed in one volume, and 
dedicated to the lady viſeounteſs F aulkland.. Hi 
dramatic works are theſe: 


Antonio and Melida, a: hiſtory, add by the | 
| children of St. Paul's, Printed in 1633. 
Antonius's Revenge; or thè ſecond part of Ae 
nio and Melida-. T ſe.two plays: were printed. in 
; Octavo ſeveral years before 1 new edition. 
Dutch Courtezan, a comedy 2880 6 played at 
"Black Fra, by- the children of the Queen" 8 Re- 


+ The late Mr. & e OD at Hons time ma- 
nager of Lincoln a theatre, play fron that piece. 


Vor. I. N* 4. 5 "PSs 
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N 1122 8 The ars ok 75 
vels, 1 London 1633. It is 3 from a 
French 2 Les Cortes, du Mende. See the 
ſuame ſtory n. Engliſh, in a book of Novels, 'cal- 

led the ee of Pleaſure in the laſt Novel. 


Inſatiate Counteſs, a. Tragedy, acted at White- | 


- Fryars, printed in Quarto 1603, under the title of 
- UabeJla. the inſatiable counteſs of Suevia. It is 
ſaid that he meant Jaan che firſt queen of Jeru- 
ſalem, Naples, and Sicily. The life of this queen 
has employ ed many pens, 
. novels. Bandello has” related her ſtory under the 
title of the Inordinate Liſe of the Counteſs of Ce- 
lant. The like ſtory is related Lenny 2 
againſt Adultery, under 3 of Anne of 


both on poetry and 


3 ducheſs of Ulme. i 
Male Content, a Trag i.Gomedy, eee to | 


5 05 3 as I have already taken notice, in which 


; MANY... in ithe n. him. e firſt 
Xin a CERA lai by dur Weber 


Faun, a. comedy, e. pre- 


e 
| | 34 at 1 © Blac lack 2 8855 by the children of the 
EET 5 Revely,” printed in Octavo 1633. This 


was — printed in quarto, 1606. 
he Plot of Bulcimel's cozening the Duke by 
diſcovery of Tiberco's love to: her, 1s 


alten from Boccace's Novels. 


"What yon Wille a comedy, printed Oddaxo, 


95 London, 165g. This is ſaid to be- one of our 
author's beſt: N "The | dolig taken from Plau- 


tus's Amphitrion. 


Wander ef, Women or Sophonisba, a . 5 


e nr Back Fara .nringad-ib, ee, 3 
The Engliſh reader will find this ſtory. deſcribed 
- by, Sir Walter. Une. in bis e of the 


5 5 world. dps; n FS 


Beſid 0 een, Ya. nit. " three book: 
5 N * 7 e of Villany. prin- 
We have no account 


in ee ——_— bat v we nd 55 
8 
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his wake were publiſhed; after his death by the 
eat Shakefpaat, and it may perhaps be rea 
oy, concluded that it Was . the _ 
I ay x 
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E RE have been ſome ages in which provi- 6 
+ dence ſeemed: pleaſed in 2 moſt remarkable 
manner to diſplay it ſelf, in giving:to; the world the 
6neſt-genius's to illuminate a people formerly barba- 
roua. After a long night of Gothie ignorance, after 
many ages of prieſl craft and ſuperſtition; learning and 
geniu: viſited our Iſland in the days of the reno ẽon- 
ad Queen Elizabeth. e det ver that liberty began 
to dawn, and the people having ſhook off the re- 
ſtraints of prieſtly cer umed to think for 
themſelves. At an ra ſo remarkable as One. 
o famous in his fory, it das no wonder that 
the nation ſhould be bleſſed with thoſe ĩimmor - 
tal ornaments of wit and learning, who all con- 
ſpired at once to make it famous. Fhis aſtoniſn- 
ing genius, ſeemed. to bs commiſſianed from above, 
to deliver us not only from che ãgnorance under which 
we laboured as to Poetry, but to. carry poetryalmoſt; 
to its perfection. But to write à panegyric on 
Shakeſpear appears as unneceſſary, as the at- 
tempt would be: vain: ;- for whoever has any 
taſte/ for N — — eek or 0 5 may 
meet wit cation in ar; . 
as; may thoſe; alſo. have a taſte for dtallery ud 5 
true} humour. His genius was almoſt bo „ 
and he ſucceeded alike in every part of writing. 


— 
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„ 
the words of a great genius, in a prologue ſpoken b 

Mr. Garrick when he firſt opened Drury. lane houſe 

W 


When learning's triumph o'er her barb'rous foes, 
' Firſt rear'd.. the ſtage; 


— immortal Shakeſpear 


: 1 


8 roſe, Se TR gs xt 
Each change of many-coloured life he drew, 
Exhauſted worlds, and then imagined new, 

Exiſtence ſaw him ſpurn her bounded. reign, 

And pantivg time toiled after him, in vain. 


All men have diſcovered a curioſity to know : ' 
the little ſtories and particularities of a great 
genius; for it often happens, that when we at- 
tend a man to his cloſet, and watch his moments 
of ſolitude, we ſhall find ſuch expreſſions drop from 
bim, or we may obſerve ſuch inſtances of peculiar + 
conduct, as will let us more into his real charac- 
ter, than ever we can diſcover while we converſe 
with him in public, and when perhaps he appears 
under a kind of mask. There are but few things 
known of this great man; few incidents of his life 
have deſcended to poſterity, and tho“ no doubt the 
fame of his abilities made a great noiſe in the age in 
which he flouriſhed ; yet his ſtation was not ſuch as 
to produce many incidents, as it was ſubject to 
but few viciſſitudes. Mr. Rowe, who well under- 
ſtood, and greatly admired Shakeſpear, has been at 
pains to collect what incidents were known, or were 
do be ſound concerning him; and it is chiefly upon 
Mr. Rowe's authority we build the account now given. 
Our author was the ſon of John Shakefpear,and was 
born at Stratford upon Avon in Warwickſhire, April 
15 54, at it appears by public records relating to that 
town. The family from which he is deſcended was of 
good figure and faſhion there, and are mentioned as 
- gentlemen. His father, who was a conſiderable dea- 
ter in wool, being incumbred with a — 


+ xe 
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S HAK ES PEAR. 123 
of ten children, could afford to give his eldeſt ſon. 
but a flender education. He had bred him at a. 
free. ſchool, where he acquired: what Latin he was 
maſter of, but how well he underftood that language, 
or whether after his leaving the ſchool he made great- 
er proficiency in it, has been diſputed and is a point 
very difficult to ſettle. However it is certain, that Mr. 
John Shakeſpear, our author's father, was obliged to 
withdraw him early from ſchool, in order to have his - 
aſſiſtance in his own employment, towards ſupporting - 
the reſt of the family. It is without controverſy, 
« ſays Rowe, that in his works we ſcarce find 


« any traces that look like an imitation of the an- 


% cients. The delicacy of his tafte, and the natural 
« bent of his own great genius, equal, if not ſupe- 
« rior to ſome of the beſt of theirs, would certainly 
have led him to read and ſtudy them with ſo much 
1 pleaſure, that ſome of their fine images would na- 
_ « turally have inſinuated themſelves into, and been 
« mixed with his own writings; ſo that his not 
copying at leaſt ſomething from them, may be 
« an ment of his never having read them. 
„Whether his ignorance of the ancients was dif- 
« advantageous to him or no, may admit of diſpute ; . - 


« for tho the knowledge of them might have 8 


made him more correct, yet it is not improbã- 
ble, but that the regularity and deference ſor 
« them which would have attended that dorrect- 
« neſs, might have reſtrained ſome of that fire, 
_ . « 1mpetuofity, and even. beautiful pi min. . 
«c © b & 3 2 = 33 / 

* which we cannot help e Shakeſpear:“ 
As to bis want of learning, Mr. Pope makes 


oy 
— 


the following juſt obſervation: That there is certainly : 
a vaſt difference between learning and languages. The 


How far he was ignorant. of the latter, I cannot 


 (fays he) determine; but it is plain he had much 


reading, at leaſt, if they will not call it learning; 
nor is it any. great matter if a man has know- 
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ledge, 8 he has it from macs; From : 
another. Nothin 1 | ore evident, than that he had 
I des for NR „mechanics, ancient 
| modern iftory, —— earning, and mytho- ö 
legy. We find him very knowing 8 the —— : 
rites, and manners of the Romans. In Coriolanus, 
and Julius Cesſar, not only khe ſpirit but manners 
- of the Romans are exadlly e and: till a nicer 
diſtinction is hewn between the manners of the Ro- 
mans in the time of the former and the latter. His 
9 in the anoient Riſtorians is no leſs conſpicu- 
ous, in many references to particular paſſayes ; and 
the ſpeeches copied from Plutarch in Corjolanus 
may as well be made inſtances of bis learnin as 
- thoſe copied from Cicero in the Cataline of Ben 
Johnſon. The manners of other nations in gene- 
_ ral, the ZEpyptians, Venetians, French, Ke. are 
- drawn with equal propriety.” Whatever object of 
nature, or branch of ſcience, he eitker ſpeales or 
deſeribes, it is always with competent, Tf not ex - 
tenſive, knowledge.” His deferiptions are ſtili-exaQ, 
and his -metaphors appropriated, and remarkably i 
_ drawn from the nature and inherent qualities of 
each ſubject. We have tranſlations from Ovid 
pabliſhed in his name, a among thofe * ems Which 
pals for his, and for Tome of which we have un- 
Qoubted withorit „being publiſhed by Rirſelf, and 
dedicated to ck of Sootltamptoh, He appears 
alſo to have been converſant Wick Plague, om 
whenee he has taken the plot df one of his plays ; i 
he follows the Greek authors, and particularly 
Dares! Phyygivs: in another, although I will nor pre- 
tend, continues Mr. Tope, do lay in What language 
he read them. 5 
Mr. Warburton has Ren rongly Etitenided for Shake. 
BY Pear'slearning, and has p duced many imitation and 
BY „e eee Ho, in Which Iam 
inclined to think him right, and beg leave. to produce 5 


| e of 1 it. - "aa He always, | ys Mr, Warbur- 
705 Ns 
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ton, makes an ancient ſpeak the language 1 mark 


ancient. * Julius Cziſar, __ Wy Scene f. 1 
— - Ye Gods, it doth amaze me, oh 7 | 1 5 * 5 
5 A man of ſuch a feeble temper Roe + 's 
So get the ſtart of the majoſtic W we 
And bear thy Ou alone.” PE. Oh 05 7 


This noble ima is rake From: ahi Ops 1 
games. This ma oy world is a fine.periphrafis of 

the Roman — majeſtic, berauſe the Romans 
ranked themſelves. on a footing. with kings, and a 
world, becauſe they called their empire Orbis Ro- 
manus; but the whole ſtory ſeems to allade to 
Cæſar's great exemplar, Alexander, who, when he 
was asked whether he would run the courſe of the 
1 ames, replied, Ves, if the racers were 
ki again in Anthony and Cleopatra; . 
I. 888 e _ e e 


rr FR Tyber mk, aha he vie. 
the raved Etnpire fall. : 


rw Fro the Ronen comer rig roma 
petiare "their Yitories 


ee Aa II. Sdene u. o ay 
ben of the Kerber een him hy [er © 0 
brother, 8 Lagk 1 8 N 
„„ 4 15 * 2 Foe 8 
dy 1 wn twixt Noting ould be . 
: 115 fi. if the world ee ene 5 
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fed by one Roman, if the whole world were to 
cleave, Romans only could ſolder it up. The me- 
taphor of ſoldering is extreamly exact, according to 
Mr. Warburton ; for, ſays he, as metal is ſoldered 

up by metal that- is more refined. than that which 
it ſolders, ſo the earth was to be ſoldered by men, 
who are only a more refined earth. 

The manners of other nations in neneral, the 
Egyptians, Venetians, French, &c. are drawn with 
equal propriety. An inſtance of this ſhall be pro- 

duced with regard to the — 1550 the Mer- 
Chant of PO n wy Scene I. 


— His loſſes. ES 
That have of " ſo huddled: on his dk 
ee to re a eke merchant ra 


we are not to imagine the a royal to be 
a random founding epithet. It is uſed u ith great 
propriety by the poet, and deſigned to ſhew him 
well acquainted with the hiſtory of the people, 
whom he here brings upon the ſtage. For when the 
French and Venetians in the beginning of the thir- 
teenth century, had won Conftantinople, the French 
under the Emperor Henry. endeavoured to extend 
their conqueſts, in the provinces of the Grecian em- 
pire on the Terra firma, while the Venetians be- 
ing maſters of the ſea, gave liberty to any ſubject 
of the Republic, Who would fit out veſſels to make 
themſelves maſters of the iſles of the Archipelago 
- and other maritime places, to enjoy their. con- 
queſts in e only doing homage to the 
Republic for their ſeveral principalities. In pur- 
ſuance of this licence, the Sanudo's, the Juſtiniani, 
the Grimaldi, the Summaripa's, and others, all Ve- 
netian merchants, erected principalities in the ſeve- 
ral places of the Archipelago, and thereby t ae 
truly, and properly Royal Merchants. 5 
But there are ſeveral places which one cannot 


borbear thinking a tranſlation from claſlic . # 
n 


SHAKESPEAR. 129 
1 n the + Tempe A 4 * Scene II. Proſpero ſays 


; LS: Called forth the mutinous 1 5 
And 'twixt the green ſea, and the azured. — 3 
© Set roaring war; to the dread ratling thunder, 
; © Havel given fire. and rifted Jove's ſtout oak, 

With his own bolt; the ſtrong bas'd promontory, 

Have I made ſhake, and by the ſpurs pluckt up 

The pine and cedar; graves at my command 

HFlave waked their e q and let them 
330 Tor 

: . my ſo potent art. 33 31355 15 


bs 


7 80 Medea i in Ovid's Metamorpholes, 
a Stantia concutio canta fats z 3 1 2 
N ublaque. ach yentos Ae 0 
4 que; 
8 Viraque ſaxa ſua convulſaque robora terra 
Et ſylvas moyeo ; jubeoque tremiſcere montes, - 
Et maggie folum, maneſque exire ſepulchris. _ 


But to return to N Upon his 
quitting the grammar ſchool, he ſeems to have entire- 
devoted himſelf to that way of living which his 
father propoſed, and in order to ſettle. in the world 
after a family manner, thoug 15 fit to marry while he 
Was yet very young. His wife was the daughter of 
done Hatchway, ſaid to have been a ſubſtantial Yeo- 
man in the neighbourhood of Stratford. In this kind 
of domeſtic obſcurity he continued for ſome time, 
till by an phe inſtance of miſconduct, he was 
* obliged * to quit the place of his nativity, and. take 
_ ſhelter in London, which luckily . royed the oceaſion 
of diſ laying one of the greate e s that ever 
wäs known in dramatic poetry. He had the 
mhefortans to fall into ill l Aman! theſe 
S = were 


2 9 
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J he E va of 
were ſome who made a frequent practice of. Deer- 
ſealing, and who engaged him more- than once in 
robbing a park, that belonged to Sir Thomas Lucy - 
of Charlecot dear Sta; for which he was proſe- 
cuted by that gentleman,” as he thought. ſomewhat 
too ſeverely ; and in order to fevenge himlſelf of 
this ſuppoſed ill nfay e, he made a ballad upon him; 
and tho his, probably the firft effity ofthis poetry, ne 
loſt, yet it is faid 40 have vu o e bitter, that 
it redoubled the proſecution againſt him to that de- 
| gree, that he was obliged to! cave his bett and 
Hy for ſomè time, Ad ſhelter” himſelf in in Lon- 
don. "T his Sir Thomas Lucy, was, it is ſaid, af- 
terwards ridiculed by Shakefpear, under the well . 
known character of Juſtice Shallow, _. 
| It is at this time, and upon "this Accident, chat 5 
he is ſaid to have made bis rſt acquaintance in tie 
*  Playhonſe; Here I cannot forbear relating a ſtory 
wich Sir William Davenant told Mr. Betterton, who 
I Ps it to Mr. Rowe; Rowe told it Mr. 
Pope, and Mr. Pope told it to Pr. Newton, the 
late editor of Milton, and from a ae, who - 
heard it from hirn, tis Here reltited. | 
| em Shakeſpe ar's firſt appearance in the 
hen he Ae to Lon on, he was with- 
- — —.— and friends, bs being a ſtranger be 
..- _-Kknew not to whom to apply, a the 1 bg. means 
to ſupport himſelf. : We time coaches. riot 
being in uſe, and as "gentlemen were accuſtomed 
dio ri a playhouſe, Shakeſpear, driven to the 
: At neceffity, went to the playhouſe door, and pick d 
up a eke mone by takin © of the gentlemens 
| Horſes who'came Fe bi ieee eminent even 
i That profeffion, and was taken notice of for his di- 
e and skill in it; he had ſcon more bufineſs 
an he himfelf could manage, and at laft hired 
_ boys under Him; -who were known by the name of 
.  Shtkefpear's boys: Some of the players accidental- 
= | 2h 1a gn he 9 bum ſo acute, . — 
| * is 
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2 nil bt To fine 4 co onverfation, that Reuck 1 there- 
| 1 BEL. and . him to the houſe, - 
18 hich "be fir ſt admitted in a- very 10 El 
Nation, but 71 70 Tong remain. ſo, for he ſoon 
e Fl felf, if not as. 105 extraot Gtnary 
5 at leaſt as a fins writer. His name is Prin. 18 
as Ls "cuſtom was in Woe. thine amengſt #7 
thoſe of the other Pye, b "fore fome old plays, 
but without any icular account of what fort © . 
parts he uſed to > play and Mr. Rowe ſays, “ that 
5 tho he very wo Io en quired, he. ound the} 2 
« top of his performance Was th e ghoſt i in his 
09 own 1 77 « T ſhoutd have been much more 
leaſed, continues Row 77 85 to have learned from 
ome certain authority Which Was the firſt play he 
as «Wie; it would be without doubt, a pleaſure to 
any man curious in things of this 3 E 
« and know What was the Bit effay 
„ke Shakefpear's.“ The 5 digheft 55 Which 
Ro has been able to trace, is Roined and —_— 
1597, when the ELL thirty-three years old; 
555 pon ichard II. and HF. the fert year,” V the 0 
 thirty-fourth of his age.  Thb' the order of time in N 
which bis ſeveral pieces were written be generally | 
| untertaih, yet there are paſſap! es in io} Ee 
them, that eem to fix their dates. 8 85 chorus at 
che end of the fourth act of Henry y A ebmpli- 
ment very e turned Ay oy. of flex, 
ſhews the play to have been written when that Lord 
| "I eral (ths Hike in Ireland; ànd His en * 5 
en Elizabeth, and her ſucceſſor RInz James” 
25 Us er end of his proof 
of that play's being Written after the acceftion” $ 
of the latter of theſe two princes th che thrahe of: , 
England. Whatever the Partieufar tinits of Nis ri: 
Th were, the people ofthe age he lived in, Who be.” „ 
gan 0 to grow wonderfully fo d of diverſions of cis 
Fend, cbuld not but be highly 1 leaſed to fee a;gedivs - 3 
5 arte 2 them, of S * bie, on” „ 
| _ an 
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8 5 Merry, Wives of Windſor. How well ſhe was o 


8 nd, 
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and ſo plentifelly capable of . their favou- 


rite entertainments. Beſides the advantage Which 
Shakeſpear had over all men in the article of wit, 


he was of a ſweet, gentle, amiable diſpoſition, and 
was a moſt agreeable companion; ſo that he became 
dear to all that knew him, both as a friend and as 


a poet, and by that means was introduced to the beſt 


company, and held converſation with the fineſt cha- 
racters of his time. Queen Elizabeth had ſeveral of 
his plays acted before her, and that princeſs was too 
aui a diſcerner, and rewarder of merit, to ſuffer 
that of Shakeſpear to be nk lected. It is that mai- 
den 8 plai ainly whom he intends DEF +. 


A fair velta, throned by the Wet. 
2 — Midſummer night = | 


OE in the ſame play hs, gives us a poetical and 
N repreſentation of the een: ** e 90g * 
e e eee 9 


8 . 0 —Thou e 


e once I ſat upon a promontory, 5 
And heard a ſea-maid on a dolphin's back, 
35 99 25 ſuch dulcet and harmonious breath, 
That the rude ſea grew civil at her ſong, | 
And certain ſtars ſhot madly from Weir heres, 
To hear the ſea-maid' s muſic. - _ | 


8 Elizabeth : was ſo well pleaſed with the ad- 
mirable character of Falſtaff in the two parts of Hen- 
ry IV. that ſhe commanded Him to continue it in 
one play more, and to make him in love. This is 
ſaid to have been the occaſion of his writin 5 the 

ey⸗ 
ed, the play itſelf is a proof; and here I cannot help 
obſerving, that a poet ſeldom ſucceeds i in any ſub-. 


«Ja TRY 20 that . is his own. 
- . 
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choice, and where he has the liberty of ſeleQting : 
Nothing is more certain than that Shakeſpear has 
failed in che Merry Wives of Windſor. And tho! 
that comedy is not without merit, yet it falls ſliort 
of his other plays in which Falſtaff is introduced, 
and that Knight is not half ſo witty in the Merr7 
Wives of Windſor as in Henry IV. The humor 
is ſcarcely natural, and does not excite-to laugh. 
ter ſo much as the other. It appears by the epi- 
logue to Henry IV. that the part of Falſtaff was 
written originally under the name of Oldcaſtle. 


Some of that family being then remaining, che 
deen was pleaſed to commänd him to alter it, up- 
on which he made uſe of the name of Falſtaff. Thefrit : 
offence was indeed avoided, but I am not ſure Whe- 
ther the author might not be ſomewhat to blame in 
his ſecond choice, ſince it is certain, that Sir John 
Falſtaff who was a knight of the garter, and a 
lieutenant-general, was a name of diſtinguiſhed 
merit in the wars with France, in Henry P. ank 


* 


' Shakeſpeat, beſides the Queen's bounty, was 
patronized by the Earl of Southampton, famous 
in the hiſtory of that time for his friendſhip to the 
unfortunate Earl of Eſſex. It was to that noble- 
man he dedicated his poem of Venus and Ado- 
ö nis, and it is reported, that his lordſhip gave our 
author a thouſand pounds to enable him to go 
through with a purchaſe he heard he had a mind to 
make. A bounty at that time very conſiderable, as 
money then was valued: there are few inſtances 
of ſuch liberality in our t mes. 
There is no certain account When Shakeſpear 5 
quitted the ſtage for a private life. Some have thought 
5 that Spenſer's Thalia in the, Tears of the Muſes,, ' 
Were ſhe laments. the-lofs of her Willy in te 
comic ſcene, relates to 'our poet's abandoning. 
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21 -natured anſwer, that it would be of no ſer. | 


4 The EIN 


after this we find Shakeſpear's name "Amon | | 
the actors in Ben Johnſon's Sejanus, Which 


made its appearance in tlie lin? 1603, nor could © 
he then have any thoughts of retiring, fince that 
very year, a licenſe 5 King James the firſt was 
anted to lim, with Burbage, Fhili 8. Hemmings, 
ondel, Kc, to exerciſe the art of playing come- - 
dies, tragedies, &c. as well at ther uſual houſe _ 


called the. Globe on the other ſide the water, as. 


. other parts of the kingdom, during 7 
Maje s pleaſure. This licenſe is printed in Ry- . 
mer's otra; beſides it is certain, Shak eſpear di 0 d 
not write Macbeth till after the acceſſion of James 
I. which he did as a compliment to him, as he 


5 there embraces the doctrine of witches, of which 


his Miajelty was ſo fond that he wrote a book cal- 
led Dzmonalogy, in defence of their exiſtence ; _ 


and likewiſe at > Chg time began to touch for the 


Evil, which Shakeſpear has taken notiee of, and 


paid bim 4 fine tarned coin pliment. So that what 
Spenſer there, ſays, if it . at all to Shakeſpear, 


og hint at r occaſional recels which he made. 


time. | 
de Particular friendfhips } vet dl with 4 


vate men, we cannot at this time know, more 
that W. one who had 4 he taſte for merit, — 


could di * uiſh men, had generally a juſt Vale 
or him. His exceeding. candour and 
200 nature muſt certa inly have inclined. all the 
gentler Part of che world to love him, as the po. 
er 6f his wit obliged the men of the moſt ref ned 
knowledge and 9 5 learning to admire him. His 
acqukintance . with Ben Johnſon began with a te- 
markable piece © bam and good nature: Mr. 
Johnſon, Who was at that time altogether unknown 
to the world, had offered one of his plays to the 
ſtage, in order to have it ated, and the perſon. into . 
whoſe hands it was put, after having turned it care 
lefsly over, was ju upon retarning it to him Frith 


vice 


And was buried on the North fade of the chaticel n 
| the great church at Stratford, where a monument is » Be 
placed on the wall. The een zb cripti 


SHAKESPEAR. ES 


vice to their company, when Shakefpear luckily ; 
| caſt his eye upon it, and found ſomething ſo well in 
as to engage him firſt to read it through, and 


1 —— to recommend Mr. J ohnſon and =. . 


writings to the public. 


The latter part of our 8 life was as ſpent i in 
eaſe and retirement, he had tlie good fortune to ga 


ther an eſtate, equal to his wants, and in that to 5 
his wiſh, and is ſaid to have ſpent ſome years before 


his death in his native Stratford. His Pleaſant Wit 


and good nature engaged him in the acquaintance, 
| and entitled him to che friend gle: ary . 
of the neighbourhood. It is remembered in 


that co that he had a particular intimacy. with - 
one 3 an old gentleman, noted there 
aboats for his wealth: W 

in a pleaſant converſation. amongſt their common, 


* deſired it might be done immediately; upon 5 
hich Shakeſpear gave him theſe lines, E . 

e ee es Meng engraved, 55 hy: | 

Teo ho dere erate RE eh 

If any man asketh who lies in this tomb? VET I 


Oh !. oh ! quoth the Devil, tis my ut 


But the — pneſs of the ſatire is ſaid to have es £ 
the man ſo ſeverely, that he never forgave it. . 


4 S 


Shakeſpear died in the fifty: bind HOSTELS 


on 38 graue: ſtone. 20753” V7 
Good friend, for Jeſus ſake. forbear, 17 
To dig the - duſt incloſed here. 5 5 75 
-Bieſt. be the man that ſpares theſe * 5 
And curs d be he that moves my — 


— 
— 


ry. It happened that i 


friends, Mr. Combe merrily told Shakeſpear chat: 

he fancied he intended to write his epitaph, Af he ; 
happened to out-live. him ; and ſince he could 
not know what might be fad of him when dead, 
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'* "He had three daughters, of whom two lived to 
be married; Judith the elder to Mr. Thomas Quin- 
"cy; by whom ſhe had three ſons, who all died with: 
out children; and Suſannah, who was his favourite, 
to Dr. John Hall, a phyſician of good reputation in 
that county. She left one child, a daughter, Who 
was married to Thomas Naſh, Eſq; and afterwards 
to Sir John Bernard, of Abington, ' but deceaſed 
_ likewiſe without iſſue. 6. og 56 Fes 
His dramatic writings were firſt publiſhed toge- 
ther in folio 1623 by ſome of the actors of the diffe- 
rent companies they had been acted in, and perhaps by 
other ſervants of the theatre into whoſe hands copies 
might have fallen, and ſince republiſned by Mr. Rowe, 
Mr. Pope, Mr. Theobald, Sir Thomas Hanmer, and 
Ben Johnſon in his diſcoveries has made a ſort 
of eſſay towards the character of Shakeſpear. 1 
mall preſent it the reader in his o- words —- 


2 — 


5 


ers have often mentioned 
© it as an honour to Shakeſpear; that in writing he 
nmnmever blotted out a line. My anſwer hath been, 
would he had blotted out a thouſand ! which they 
thought a+ malevolent - ſpeech. I had not told 
© poſterity this, but for their ignorance, who chuſe 
that cireumſtance- to commend their friend by, 
© wherein he moſt faulted; and to juſtify my own 
« tharaQer (for I lov'd the man, and do honour to 
© 'his* memory, on this fide idolatry, as much as 
© any). He was indeed honeſt, and of an open free 
nature, had an excellent fancy, brave notions, 
and gentle expreſſions, wherein he loved with 
that Reilty, that ſometimes it was neceſſary he 
mould be ſtopp'd. His wit was in his 'own 
power: would the rule of it had been ſo. Ma- 
n ny times he fell into thoſe ming which could 
_ © © not eſcape laughter, as when he ſaid in the 
_ © perſon of Cæſar, one ſpeaking to him, © 


I remember the pla 
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_ © Cxfar thou doſt me wrong. 


© He replied, « Cæſar did never wrong, but with 
And ſuch like, which were. ridiculous; but 
he redeemed. his vices. with his virtues; there 
was ever more in them to be praiſed, than. to be 
- © pardoned.” Ben in his converſation with Mr. 2 
mond of Hawthornden, ſaid, that Shakeſpear 
wanted art, and ſometimes ſenſe. The truth is, 
Ben was himſelf a better critic than poet, and 
though he was ready at diſcovering the faults of 
Shakeſpear, yet he was not maſter of | ſuch. a ge- 
nius, as to riſe to his excellencies; and great as John: 
ſon was, he appears not a little tinctured with envy,., 
Notwithſtanding the defects of Shakeſpear, he, 
is juſtly . 
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ted above all, other dramatic Writers. 
If ever any author deſerved. the name of original 
(ſays Pope] it was he : * His poetry was, inſpi- 
ration indeed; he is not. ſo. much an..imitator,. 
« as inſtrument of nature; and it is not ſo juſt to 
* tay of him that he ſpeaks from her, as that ſhe 
- © ſpeaks through him. His characters afę {a much 
„ "nature fert, that e «fort of ine? Wh eal 
them by ſo. diſtant a name as copies of her, The 
©. power over our paſſions was 1 never poſ- 
* ſefled in ſo eminent a degree, or diſplayed in ſo 
«. many. different inſtances, nor was he more a 
* maſter of the great, than of the ridiculous in, 
* human nature, nor only excelled. in the paſſions, 
' *'ince- he was full .as.. admirable in the coolneſs. 
«of refleQion and reaſoning : His ſentiments are not. 
* only in general. the moſt pertinent and judicious up- 
bon ever) ſubjeR,. but by a talent very peculiar, 
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1 The L1iyrz K 


WJ n 1 netration and eee * 
* hits upon that par point, on which the 


bent of each A Ne or r the force of each mo- 
tive depends. 

Our author's plays are to be diftingvſhed only : 
into Comedies and Tra gedies. Thoſe which are 
called. Hiſtories, and 2 ſome of his Comedies, 
are 2 Tragedies, with a mixture of Comedy 

amongſt them. That way of Tragi- comedy was 

the common miſtake of that age, ' and is indeed be- 
come fo agreeable. to the Engliſh taſte, that though 

the ſeverer critics am us cannot bear it, yet 
che generality of our audiences ſeem better pleaſed 

with it than an exact Tragedy. There is certainly 

a great deal of entertamment in his comic hu- 

mours, and a pleaſiug and well diſtinguiſhed vari- 


- © ety in thoſe characters he thought fit to exhibit 


His images are indeed every where fo live- 
-that the ching he would repreſent ſtands full 
you, and you poſfefs every {of it; of 
E - oj inftarice is aſtoniſhing : ſt is an image 
of pat . | of a m in love, 2 


TED hte ee r eb 1996; 

8 [Ha let concealment; Hkt a e ed, 
Feed on her damack cheek She pin'd in tug, 
And ſat like patience eee e 
, Smiling at! 5 | 


But what is Wees inte bs aka of Shake. 
ſpear, and which perhaps is the moſt excellent . 
| of the drama, is the manners of his perſons, 

akting and in fpeaking What is proper for 9 

and fit to be ſhewn by the Poet, in making 93 4 
| parent difference between his characters, an 7 
ing every one in the ſtrongeſt manner. 
Poets who have not à little ſucceeded in writ- 
ing for the ſtage, have yet fallen ſhort of their 
18 15 2 in + * 2 of the drama 
none 
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| | SHAKESPEAR. „ 
ndne ever found ſo ready a road to the hearts, 
his tender ſcenes are ine xpreſſibly moving, and 
ſuch as are meant. to raiſe terror, are no als a- 
larming; but then Shakeſpear does not much ſhine 
when he is conſidered by particular paſſages ; he 
er debaſes the nobleſt images in nature 
1 Which are too vulgar for 
in author of the Rambler has ob 
8 at in the invocation of Macbeth, before he 
proceeds to the murder of De: when he 35 
. himſelf,” 45 +4 „ 
be thick ni, wr . 
[And Tell ties; in the dunne e fr 5 5 
or heaven Fey et ol the 
To cry hold; Sd. 5 


that the word ine And . ich are 
ſo common in vulgar mouths, deſtroy in ſome man- 
ner the grandeur of the image, and were two words 
of 2 higher Tignification, and removed above com- 
mon ule, put in their place, I may challenge po- 


etry z+ColC 22 Ca 2 een 2 0 882 1 Geis or 


28 2 444444 


an inferior ciaßß, when  confidered by particular 
paſlages, are excelletit, but then their ideas are ngt 
ſo''preat, thett drama is not fo Triking, and it is | 
plain enough that they fſeſs not -fouls. To-ele- 
vated 2s f 1 8. Whar can be more beau- .. 
tiful than the flowing enchantments of Rowe; 
the delicate and tender touches of Otway ani 
Southern, or the melting enthuſiaſm of Lee and 
Dryden, but yet none of their, pieces. have alfet- 
ed the human heart like Shakeſpear s. 

But I cannot conclude the character of my 
ſpear, without taking notice, that beſides the ſu 
frage of almoſt all wits bang his time in his fa- 
. vour, he is particularly ha ppy. in that of Dryden, 
who had read and ſtudied him clearly, ſometimes 


borrowed from e | . RY" knew. where his 
e : feng 


* 


5 „ LIr E >. 


ſtrength * 1 his prologue to the Tarn 4. | 
tered, he has the following lines; 


; cke who taught by. none, did firſt i impart, 
To Fletcher wit, to lab'ring Johnſon, art. 
He, monarch- like gave there his ſubjects law, 
And is that nature which they paint and 8 
. letcher reached that, which on his heights did 
grow, 
While FE crept, and gathered all below : 80 
his did his love, and this his mirth diveſt, 
One imitates him moſt, the other beſt. : 
If they have ſince. outwrit all other men, 


Tis from the drops which fell from Shakeſpear' 8 


4 


en. 

The + 3 15 orm which vaniſhed on the neighb'ring 
ſhore- _ 

Was taught by Shakeſpear's Tempeſt firſt to roar. 

That innocence and 2 Which did ſmile 

In Fletcher, grew in this Inchanted Iſle. © 

But Shakeſpear's magic could not copied be. 

Wichin that circle none durſt walk but he. 


The plays of this great author, which ; are forty- | 


three in number, are as follows, 


1. The Tempeſt, a Comedy added i in the Black 


Fryars with applauſe. 


2. The Two Gentlemen of Veſpa, a noel 


writ at the command of Queen Elizabeth. 


3. The firſt and ſecond part of King Henry IV. 
the character of | Falſtaff in theſe plays is juſtly | 


eſteemed a maſter- piece; in the ſecond part is the 
coronation of King Henry V. Theſe are. founded 


upen Engliſh Chronicles. ; 
The Merry Wives of Windfor, a Comedy, 


written at the. command of ( ueen Elizabeth. 


5. Meaſure for Meaſure, a Comedy; the plot of 


- this EY, is taken from Cynthio Ciralni. 


Pf | 1 2 Alluding to the fea voyage of Fletcher. 825 ES 
e 6. The 
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6. The Comedy of Ne ſounded upon Plau- 
tus Mznechmi. 
7. Much Ado About Noting, 2 Comedy; 3 for 
the plot ſee Ariofto's Orlando Furioſo. 

8. Love's Labour Loſt, a Comedy. „ 

9. Midſummer's Night” s Dream, a ET = 

10. The Merchant of Venice, a We = 

11. As you Like it, a Comedy. 
3 , 1 The Taming of a Shrew, a Comedy. 
. All's Well that Ends Well. 

1 The Twelfth- Night, or What you Will, a 
Comedy. In this play there is ſomething fingularly 2 
ridiculous in the fantaſtical ſteward Malyolio ; part 
of e lot taken from Plautus's Mænecm i 

he Winter's Tale, a Tragi-Comedy; for 
the plot of this play conſult Doraſtus and Faunia. 
16. The Life an Death of King John, an hiſto- . 
rical play. "242 
| 5 17. NE Life and Death of King Richard II. a a 
ragedy. =» 
| 18. The Life of King Henry V. an hiſtorical ; 
play. oY 
SF . Firſt Part of King Henry vi. an hiſto s 
23 1 
„ Th Second Part of King Henry VI. with * 
the 1 f the good Duke Humphrey. 1 
The Third Part of King Henry VI. with | 
"the Sku of the Duke of Vork. Theſe plays con- 
tain the whole reign-of this monarch: | 
22. The Life and Death of Richard III. with £62 
the landing of the Earl of Richmond, and the bat. 
dle of Been field. In this part Mr. Garrick " 
wWoas firſt diſtinguiſhed. p 
23. The famous hiſtory of; the Life of King N 
Henry VIII. 


. *Troilks ng Creflida, a Tragedy; the plot e 
from Chaucer, | 


285. Coriolanus a Tra ed 3 the. 190 from the 5 74 
Ronian Hiſtory, - * . | * | 


26. Tites, 


8 ? 
5.4 142 i * Tbe Ss of 5 
256. Titus F. dae Tragedy. ; 
2. Romeo and Juliet, a Tragedy; the plot 3 
Bandello 8 Novels, This is perhaps one of the moſt 
affecting plays. of Sh iakeſpear : it was not lang fince. | 
acted fourteen ni hts together at both houſes, at 
the ſame time, and it was a, few years; before, re- 
_ vived and ated twelve nights with. applauſe at the 
little 5 in the Haymarket. 
28. Timon, of Athens, a. Deere the r 
from Luckins 2 7 5 1. 22 . 
29. Julius C a 5 
: 2 The Tragedy, of Beelen; the From 
Buchanan, and, 80 Scotch writers. oY | 
[IG un Prince of N 1 


27 * 


"Othello che: Me up V a, 2 5 a ; 
the 033; 0 from Cynthio" too of, Yea FE 4 | 


- pts peg 59d. eee the nom from 


3 80 3 a e cha plat From, Boe 

s porn Price, of Tyre, ap hiftoriea play. 
8 exicles Prince ot. e, an 

578 1 prop Brodig Wy a Comedy. n 

8. he Life an Danes © 1;homas Land Crom- 
rl, the favourite of, ns nary VIII. 

39. The Hiſtory of Sir chu Oh Oldeaſtle, che ood | 
Lord Colts 4 Tragedy. See Fex 8. Book | 


"Martyrs. | 
| 40. 77 5 Puritan, or the Widow: of: Wading frees | 


; 2 Con 
8 41. A Yorkſhire "Tragedy ; ' thiz.is rather an In- | 
1 +&lode than a Tragedy, being very, ſhort, and not 


> Sena, &s., | 
42. The ragedy of Locrine, che eldeſt. ſon. of 


1 n . der ip Milton's 9 of 


| "od Our age, which Jemoafitites its Ss aching 7 
Jo. pas and juſtly as in the admiration it * to 


JOSHUA SYLVESTER. 166 
the works of Shakeſpear, has had the honour of 
raiſing a monument for him in Weſtminſter Abbey; 
to effect which, the Tragedy of Julius Cæſar Was 
ated at the Theatre Royal in Drury Lane, April 
28, 1738, and the profits ariſing from it depoſited 
in the hands of the earl of Burlington, Mr. Pope, Dr. 
Mead, and others, in order to be laid out upon the ſaid 

monument. A new Prologue and Epilogue: were ſpo 
ken on that occaſion; the Prologue was written by 
Benjamin Martyn eſquire; the Epilogue by the hom. 
James Noel efquire, and. ſpoke by Mrs. Porter, 
On Shakeſpear's monument there is a_ noble epi: 
 taph, N from his own. Tempeſt, and i is excel- 
wag appropriated. to him; wit this: let us cloſe 
ife, only with this obſervation, that has: works 
1 never * en. till "np e is e 
n. 


\ The fegt aps oe, the debe bu. 


eee temples, the great globe itſelf, © + 
And all which it inherit ſhall 'diffolve, - - - 
And like the baſeleſs fabric of a. view, 

Leave not a wreck behind pon co STS 


0. NOIR HOOK MI 


Jos uA SyYLVESTER, "ul 
Tm tranſlator of the famous Du Bartas Weck | 


and Works ; was cotemporary with George 
Chapman, and flouriſhed i in the end of Elizabeth 
and King James s reign; he was called by the _ 
2 in his time, the. ſilver-tongu d "Sylveſter 1 
it is doubt whether he received any 

' academical education. In his early years he. is 


| 1 ORG to hays beena merchantadventurer ? F. . 2 


e Athenæ Oxon, * 594 5 1 5 


-. 4 2 : 
” * . , 


r The LI rA e 
Elizabeth is ſaid to have had à reſpect for him, 
her ſucceſſor ſtill a greater, and Prince Henry great - 
er than his father; the prince ſo valued our bard, 

that he made him his firſt Poet-Penſioner. He 

was not more celebrated for his poetry, than his 
extraordinary private virtues, his tobriety and fin- 
cee attachment to the duties of religion. He was 
alſo remarkable for his fortitude Ind reſolution in 
- combating adverſity : we are further told that he 
Was perfectly acquainted with the French, Italian, 

| Latin, Dutch and Spaniſh languages. And it is 
related of him, that by endeavoùring to correct the 

Vvices of the times with too much aſperity, he ex- 

poſed himſelf to the reſentment of thoſe in ' 1 hl 

who ſignified their diſpleaſure, to the mortification 
and trouble of the author. Our poet gained more 
reputation by the tranſlation of Du Bartas, than by 
any of his own compoſitions. Beſides his Weeks and 
Morks, he tranſlated ſeveral other productions of that 
author, namely, || Eden, the Deceit, the Furies, the 


HFandicraſts, the Ark, Babylon, the Colonies, the 


Columns, the Fathers, Jonas, Urania, Triumph of 
Faith, Miracle of Peace, the Vocation, the Daw ; 
the Captains, the Trophies, the Magnificence, &c. 
alſo a Paradox of Odes de la Nove, Baron of 
8 Ke with the Cuadrians of Pibeac ;;, all which 
tranſlations were generally well received; but for 
Bis own: works, which were bound up with them, 
they received not, ſays Winſtanley, ſo general an 


Approbation, as may be ſeen by theſe verſes: 
wwe know thou doſt well, 


e As a tranſlator ä „ 
„But where things require 
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SAMUEL DANIEL. 145 
Not kindled before by others pains, 
155 Wo often. e haſt wanred ane „ 
1 7 5 year 1618 this ,author died at _Middle- 
| burgh i in Zealand,. aged 55 years, and had the fol- 
lowing epitaph made. on him by his great admirer 
John Vicars beforementioned, but we do not Ae 
that it was put upon his tomb- lone, 


Hete lies (death's. « 600 rich 217210 the e in- 

e a 
Of Joſhua Sylveſter Du Bartas Pier; 

A man of arts belt parts, to God, man, dear; 
In foremoſt rank of 423 beſt e | 


ELELENELLALEEKED EE | 


2 SAN Danes 
. e 3 5 FI 9 
As the ſon of a iter. 281 8 
5 in Somerfetſhire, in the year / 
2562, 1520 he was admitted a commoner in 
agdalen Hall in Oxford; where he remained a. 
= three years, and by the aſſiſtance of an ex- . - 
cellent tutor, made a very great proficiency: in aca- 
demical learning; but his genius mclining him more 
to ſtudies of = gayer and ſofter. 2 he quitted 
the Univerſity, . applied himſelf to Noor and 
poetry. His own merit, added to the recommen- 
dation of his brother in law, (John Florio, ſo 
well known for his Italian Dictionary) procured 
bm the pa 0 of Queen, Anne, the conſort | 
f King James I. who. was: pleaſed to confer on 75 
= . onour of being one of the Grooms of © 
* Privy-Chamber, which enabled him to rent 
houſe near London, where privately. be 
Giant many of his dramatic 8 He was 
* 8 H 1 NT En tutor 


; 


* 


146 e Dr of * 
tutor to Lady Ann Clifford, and on che death of 


the pou Spenſer, he was appointed Poet Laureat 


to Queen Elizabeth, Towards the end of his life 


e retired to a Firm which he had at Becking 


ton near Philips-Norton in $omerſetſhire, where 
after ſome time ſpent in the ſervice of the Muſes, 
and in religious contemplation, he died in the year 
1619. He left no iſſue by his wife na, uy 
whom he was married ſeveral ood ſays, 
that in the wall over his 1 agty Sees is this * m6 
tion ; 3 1 


* % R 


* 


Here lies expecti EE — coming of ur 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, the dead body 
of Samuel Daniel eſquire, that excellent poet 

and hiſtorian, who was tutor to Lady. Ann 

Clifford in her youth, ſhe that was daughter 
and heir to George Clifford earl of Cumberland; 
who in gratitude to him erected this monument : 
to his memory a long time after, when ſhe was 

Counteſs Dowager of Pembroke, Dorſet and 

| Montgomery. He died i in October, Anno eh. 


Hs Ir. Daniel's s poetical wacky, | conſiſting of dra | 1 
matie ts other e are as enge i 


IP The mi kit of Nöten e 
2. A Letter from OQtavia to Marcus Antonius 


Theſe two pieces reſemble each other, both in 


ſubject and file, Mitten in che Ovidian 


manner, with great eſs and variety of paſ- 
fion. The Ate! 18 Staa of ſeven lines. 


Let the following ſpecimen ew the barmo- 


ny and delicaey of his numbers, Where he makes 


Roſamond ſpeak of beauty in as 8 a man- 
ner As * can reſents 3 | 


2 I _— 
* © ee 1 $68 
. A 
- 
0 x 
2 > SY ” * \ ; F 3 18 
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SAMUEL DANIEL. up 


Ah! beauty Syren, fair inchanting good, 
Sweet tilent rhetoric of perſuading, qo * 
3 Dumb FIR. whole e power do 


More than the words or wiſdom of the wile; 
Still harmony whoſe Diapaſon lies, 


Within a brow ; the key which paſſions more, 5 


| 28 raviſh ſenſe, and play a world in love, / 


3. Hymen" s Triumph, a Paſtoral, Tra * | 


| 1 5 at the Queen's Court in the trand, at 
| her, Majeſty's entertainment of the King, at the 


nuptials of lord Roxboraugh, London, 1023, to. 


It is introduced by a pretty. contrived Prologue 
dy way of dialogue, in which Hymen is oppoſed 


move the | 


by avarice, envy and jealouſy; in this piece our 
author ſometimes touches the dee win 'Aa very | 


delicate hand. 


& Fe Queen's: Arcadia, 
5 ol 258 „Landon 162 


4 Paſtoral Tragi-Co- = 
preſented. before 7 Majeſty by the univerſi- 


non of the ge He Goddeſſes, 3 | 


ed in a 5 ni the -8th of January at Hampton: 
Court, by the Queen's molt excellent Majeſty and 
ber Ladies. London 1604, 8vo. and 1623, 440. 
It is dedicated to the Lady Luc * ee of Bed- 


ford. His deſign under the and in the 
perſons of the Twelve Codd Ras. to ſhadow, 
out the bleflings which the nation enjoyed; under 


the peaceful - reign of King James I. By Juno 


\ 


was repreſented ower; by Pallas Wiſdom and 


F 
Religion; by Diana, ty; roſerpine, 
1 by TT ae 


Riches ; by Macaria, Felicity; by 
Union of Hearts; by Aſtræa, Toltice 3 by Flora, 


the Beauties: of the Earth; by Ceres, Plenty $ 


and by Tathys, Naval Power. 
| 6. The Tr 

W the Prince, afterwards OO CharlesT. 
5 85 H 2 N * 


ragedy of Philotas, 18 8vo. it is : 


51 e LITE of 
This play met with ſome 1 e it 


was reported that the character of Philotas was 
drawn for the unfortunate earl of Eſſex, which 
obliged the author to vindicate himſelf from 
this charge, in an apology printed at the end 
of the play; both this play, 2 that of Cleopa- 
tra, are written after the manner of the ancients, 
with a chorus between each act. 
7. The Hiſtory of the Civil Wars berween the 


Houſes. of York and Lancaſter, a Poem' in eight 


books, London, 1604, in 8vo. and 1623, . 


withchis picture before it. 


8. A Funeral Poem on the Death of the Earl | 
of Devonſhire, London, 1603, 4to. _ 
9. A Panegyric Congratulatory, delivered to the 


ET king at Burleigh-Harrington 1 in Rutlandire, 60. 
and 1623, 4to. 


10.- Epiftles to various pony Perſonages i in Verſe, | 


London, 1601 and 1623, 4to., _ 


11. The Paſſion of a Diſtreſſed Man, Wh be- 
ing on a tempeſt on the ſea, and having in his 
boat two women (of whom he loved the one who 


diſdained him, and ſcorned the other who loved 


him) was, by command of N e; to caſt out 
one of them to appeaſe the of the tempeſt, 
but which was referred to his own choice. If 


the reader is curious to know the determination 
of this man's choice, it is ſummed vp i in the con- 
| cluding line of the poem. | D 5 


she mul bis caſt away, that would not fave. | 
12.  Muſophilus, a Defence of Learning ; Mrit⸗ 


22 | - dialogue-wiſe,” addreſſed to Sir Fulle Greville. 


ay. Various Sonnets to Delia, 57 in number. 
14. An Ode. 15. A Paſtoral. 16. A Deſerip- 


tion of Beauty. 17. To the Angel Spirit of Sir 


Philip Sidney. 18. A Defence of Rhime. All 


1 A ongeth are pros nag 9 in two vo: 
| lumes, 


o — * ? 9 ; 
5 4 
” . 4 


Sir JOHN HARRINGTON, 149 
lumes, 12mo. under 25 tile K the ,Poctical Pres | 
of Mr. Samuel Daniel. | r 


3 
— 


But kowever well quali our PILE, $ genius 


was for poetry, . yet Langbain is of opinion that 


his hiſtory is the crown of all his works. It was 
printed about the year 1613, and dedicated to 
Queen Anne. It reaches from the ftate of Britain 
under the Romans, to the beginning of the reign | 
of Richard II. His hiſtory has received enco. 


miums from various hands, as well as higpoetry : | 


It was continued by John Truſul, With like 
brevity and candour, but not with equal ele- 
gance, till the reign of Richard III. A. P. 1484. 
Mr. Daniel lived reſpected by men of worth 
and fafflion, he paſſed through life without taſt⸗ 
ing many of the viciſſitudes of fortune; he ſeems 


to have been a ſecond rate genius, And a tolera- 
ble verſifier; his poetry in ſome places is tender, 


- but want of fire is his characteriſtical fault. 


/ 


He was unhappy in the choice of his ſu ject T 


of a civil war for a poem, which obliged h 


to deſcend to minute deſcriptions, and 
merely narrative can properly be touched i in 


etry, which demands Mghts of he > PM nd : 


rd 5 


dee er HEE 5 


Sir Joux HARRINGTON, | 
0 R N at Keltton near the city of Bath, Was 


B 


impriſoned in the Tower in the reign of Queen 

Mary, for holding a correſpondence with the La- 

dy Elizabeth; with whom he was in great favour af- 

ter bar acceſſion to the. crown, - and received many - 
a MRS oe -teſti- 


— 
9 
— 


the ſon of John Harrington eſquire,, who was 


teſtimonies of her bounty and gratitude. | Sir John, 


anne 
our author, had the honour to be her god-ſon, and 
both in reſpect to his father's merit, and his 
own, he was ſo happy to poſſeſs her eſteem to the 
laſt T. He had the rudiments of his education at 


_ . "Eaton; thence removing to Cambridge, he there 


commenced: maſter of arts, and before he arrived 
at his zoth year, he favoured. the world with a 


_ tranſlation of the Orlando Furioſo of Arioſto, by 


which he acquired ſome reputation. After this 


Work, he compoſed four books of epigrams, which 


in thoſe times were received with great applauſe; 


- feveral of theſe mention another humorous piece 
of his called Miſacmos Metamorphoſis, which for 


a while. expoſed him to her Majeſty's reſentment, 


yet he was afterwards received into favour. . This 


(fays Mrs. Cooper) is not added to. the reſt of his 
works, and therefore ſhe ſuppoſes was only meant 
for a Court amuſement, not the entertainment of 


the public, or the increaſe of his fame. In the 


reign of King James I. he was created Knight of 
the Bath *, and preſented a manuſcript to Prince 
Henry, - called. a Brief View. of the State of the 


Church of England, as it ſtood in Queen Eliza- 
| beth, and King James's reign in the 1608. 


8 


s piece was levelled chiefly againſt the mar- 


ried biſhops, and was intended only for the pri- 


/ 


vate uſe of his Highneſs, but was ſome years af- 


terwards 8 by one of Sir John's grand- 

_ fons, an | 

. clergy, who did not fail to recollect | 
duct was of a piece with his doctrines, as he, to- 


occaſioned much . ure from the 
le& that his con- 


om with Robert earl of Leiceſter, ſupported Sir 


Walter Raleigh in his ſuit to Queen Elizabeth for 


| the manor o Banwell, belonging to the biſhopric 
of Bath and Wells, on the preſumption that the 
5 right reverend incumbent had INCUITE La F remunir e, 


by marrying a ſecond wifſe. „ : 
I Muſes Library, p. 296. Ubi ſupra. 87 
4 CC ir 

: Len Bina 1 8 Ws 7 - 
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Sir JOHN HARRINGTON. 162 

Sir John appears to be a gentleman of great 
pleaſantry ag hümour; his was 925 
the court his element, and which is ever an 8 
vantage ta an author, wit was not his buſineſs, but 
diverſion: Tis not to be doubted, but his tranſla- Sh 
tion of: Ariolto was publiſhed: after Spenſer's Fairy 
8 and yet glu in language and numbers it 
ö is m inferior, as much as it is reaſonable to 

10 5 ſh genius af Harrington: was DEPP that 
Spen ſer.. TS 4 
8 Cooper Fa ac thatthe. whole poem of Or- 
| lando i is a tedious medley of — of Or 
and improbable events, and that the author's patron, _ 
Cardinal Hippalite De Eſte, had ſame reaſon for 
mat ſevere quekion, Where the devil, Signior Lu- 
dqvico, Son] you 5s up all-theſe/damned lies? The 
genius.ol ſeems infinitely. mare fit for ſatire 
than heroic — and ſome ate of opinion, that 
had Harrington Wrote nothing ane be had 
been more in his own- way: 

We cannat certainly x the time chat Sir. john“ 
died, but it is reaſonahle to ſuppoſa that it was a- 
bout the middle, or rather towards the latter end ff 
James I's. reign. I. hall 3 an „ ee of | 
his as ipecingn of his Poetry. 


eee a 
What curl d · pate youth is he that ſitteth 1 
80 near thy wife, and whiſpers 1 ig er dan 
And takes her hand in his, and ſof: doth. bee : 
Sliding his ring ſtili up and down her finger) 
Sir, tis a protior, ſeen in both the lawesg 
Retain'd by her in ſome important cauſm 
- Prompt and diſcreet both in his ſpeech. and action, 
And doth her buſineſs with graat ſatis faction. 
And think 'ſt thou ſo? a 3 — chy head . 
Art thou ſo like a fool, and wittol led, ; 
To think he doth the bus'neſs-of thy wiſer 25 
He apo bus Ge e I IR mp life. 1 
HA | een 


JJC 
FL | THON AS Dzxc . 
Poet who lived in the reign of King James 
I. and as he was cotemporary with Ben John- 
ſon, ſo he became more eminent by having a quarrel 
with that great man, than by all his works. Decker 
was but an indifferent poet, yet even in thoſe days 
he wanted not his admirers; he had alſo friends among 
the poets; one of whom, Mr. Richard Brome, 
always called him Father; but it is the misfortune 
of little wits, that their admirers are as inconſidera- 
ble as themſelves, for Brome's applauſes confer no 
great honour on thoſe who enjoy them. Our au- 
thor joined with Webſter in writing three plays, and 
with Rowley and Ford in another; and Langbaine 
aſſerts, that theſe plays in which he only contribu- 
ted a part, far exceed thoſe of his own compoſiti- 
on. He has been concerned in eleven plays, eight 
whereof are of his-own writing, of all which I ſhall 
give an account in their alphabetical order. 
I. Fortunatus, a comedy, RO e in-qto. - 
but with what ſacceſs, or when acted, I cannot gain 


- Ay KengunltGiD 11,4 . TO RHE 05, - 
II. Honeſt Whore, the firſt part; a comedy, with 
the humours of the Patient Man, and the Longing 
: Wife; acted by the Queen's Servants, 1635. 
III. Honeſt Whore, the ſecond part, a comedy; 


with the humours of the Patient Man, the Impatient 


Wife; the Honeſt Whore perſuaded by ſtrong argu- 
ments to turn Courtezan again; her refuſing thoſe 
arguments, and laſtly the comical paſſage of an 
Italian bride wel, where the ſcene ends. Printed in 
4to. London 1630. This play Langbaine thinks 
was never exhibited, neither is it divided into acts. 
IV. If this be nota. good play the devil is in it; 
a comedy, acted with great applauſe by the Queen's 


miajeſtys ſervarits, at the Red- Bull, and dedicated to 


the actors. The beginning of this play ſeems to be 
writ in imitation of Machiavel's- novel of Belphe- 
gor, where Pluto ſummons the Devils to _— * 
85 | 8 Mate 


- 


* 3 


" THOMAS DECKER. 153 
Match me in. London, a Tragt, Comedy, often 
preſented, firſt at the Bull's-head in St. John s-ſtreet, , 
and then at a private houſe in Prury-lane, called | 
the Phoenix, printed in 4to. in 1631, 
VI. Northward Ho, a comedy, often ed by 
| the children of Paul's, printed in 4to. London, 1607. 
lay was writ by our author and John Webſter. 
I. Satyromaſtix, or the untruſſing the humour- _. 
yy ons poet, a comical ſatire, preſented publickly by 
the Lord Chamberlain's ſervants, and privately by 
the children of Paul's, printed in 4to, 1602, and 
dedicated to the world. This play was writ on the 
occafion of Ben Johnſon's Poetaſter, for ſome ac- 
count of which ſee the Life of Johnſon. ' 
VIII. Weſtward Ho, * a comedy, often acted by 
the children of Paul's, and printed in 4 40. 1007; . 
written by our author and Mr. Webſter. © oo 
IX. Whore: of Babylon, an hiſtory acted by the : 
rince's ſervants, and printed in 4to. London 1607. 
The deſign of this play, by feigned names, is to ſet 
forth the en, . of queen . 2 i 
the dangers: ſhe eſcaped by the happy diſcovery : 
thoſe — again@ her ſacred perſon by the. * 5 
ſuits and bigotted Papiſts. 5 
X. Wyatt's Hiſtory, a play ſaid to be writ by FO - 
and Webſter, and printed in 4to. The ſubject of 
this play is Sir Thomas Wyat of Kent, who: made 
an inſurrection in the firſt year of Queen Mary. to 
prevent her match with Philip of Spain. Fx 4 
Beſides theſe plays he foined with Rowley Ad 
| Ford i in a play called, The Witch of Edmonton, of 
which ſee Rowley. ET 
T ͤ'ͤbere are four other plays aſcribed to our author, 3 
in which he is ſaid by Mr. Phillips and Win ; 
to be an affociate with John - Webſter, viz. Noble 
Stranger New Trick to cheat the Devil; Weakeſt 
This was revived in the year 1251, at Drory-lane 185 


> theatre on the Lord Mayor's day, in the room of the London 
r ogp — Is now —— chat Houſe. 
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154. {Ad wang 


goes to his Wall; Woman will have "I Win; 3 in 
ga which Langbaine aſſerts they are miſtaken, for 


'the firſt was wricten by Lewis EI. and che other 
by ory gens author s. 2 


eee eee dr. 


BravmonT and ITEIITTY 


ERE two famous dramatiſts in the reign of 
James I. Theſe two friends were ſo cloſely 
united as authors, and are ſo jointly concerned in 
the applauſes and cenſures beſtowed upon their plays, 
that it cannot be thought i e to ee a | 

| 0 1 under one article. 2 


4" > 


N r. FR ANCIS BEAUMO N T- 


Was deſcended bm che ancient family of his 
name, ſeated at Grace dieu in Leiceſterſhire, * and 
was born about the year 1585 in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth. His eee er, John Beaumont, was 
Maſter of the Rolls, and his father Francis Beau- 
mont, one of the Judges of the Common Pleas. Our 
poet had his education at Cambridge, + but of 
what college we are not informed, nor is it very 
material to know: Wie find him afterwards admit- 

— ted a ſtudent in the Inner- Temple, but we have no 
Account of his making any proficiency in the law, 
Which is a circumſtance attendin almoſt all the poets 
Who were bred to that bree which few 
_ of ſprightly - Fend ns to be confined | 
Before he was thirty years of age he di- 
* in 1615, and was buried the ninch of the ſame 
e in the. entrance of St. Benedictine 8 Chapel, | 


Ei 7 e of ch Pen. + Wood, ed» 
e Z within 


—— 


within St. Peter's Weſtminſter. We meet with no 


BEAUMONT andFLETCHER. 155 


inſcription on his tomb, but there are two epitaphs 


writ on him, one by his elder brother Sir John 


Beaumont, and the other by Biſhop  Corbet. 
That by his _— is s pretty POWs — is as s fol- f 


lows: 15 8 


On Death, Sp Ses this ene I take's' - 

I flight his terror, and juſt queſtion make, 
Which of us two the Nr bedenke have, 8 
Ming to this wretched world, d, thine to the x 


Thou thould'& have followed me; but Deren 3 1 


blame 
Mifcounted years, and meafpttg a age bi fame. 
So dearly bait thou bought th 8 lines; 
_ Thy praife grew ſwiftly, fo thy lie declines. 
Thy mufe, the hearer's queen, the reader's love 


: All cars, all We my wart 5 could at 


Bate] 


* 


zen Keg” Nia one „ e Mrs. | 


Fange eaumont, who lived to a great age an 
oe in, Jin Leiceſterſhire fince the year 1700. She - 
fefled of ſeveral. poems of her father's-- 
ng Big they were loſt at fea in het voyage from 
Tretang , where he had lived fometime in the Duke 
of Ormond's family. Beſides the plays in which 


Beaumont was jointly concerned with 1 he 


writ à little dramatic piece 78725 Maſque of 
Gray 8. Inn Gentlemen; and the Inner-Femple 3 a_ 
er epiſtle to Ben Johnſon; verſes to his friend. 
| Me. ern ee upon his faithful Shepherd, and 
other poems printed together in 1653, 8 vo. That 
paſtoral-which was written by Fletcher alone, having 
met with but an indifferent feception, Beaumont ad- 
drxeſſed the fol wing copy of verſes to him on that 
 vecalion, © in which he repreſents che hazard f 
writing for the . and nach: the audience for 
want 


- 
7 *. * Rag 
* 


| 4 LW 4 


— 


1 The LIE of | 
Want of 8 nent, 2 in order to den * 
de. Wall inert... + ac 


+ Why ſhould the man, 2 wit ne'er Yea: a dan, ; 
Upon the public ſtage preſent his vein, 
2 — make a thouſand men in judgment ſit 
To call in queſtion his undoubted wit, 
Scarce two of. which can underſtand the laws, 
Which they ſhould judge by, nor the party's cauſe. 
Among the rout there is not one that hath, 
In his own. 3 an . Bek, 
One company, knowin judgment 
_ ___. Ground Weis belief — pn man in black ; 
Others on him that makes ſigns and is mute, 
Some like, as he does, in the faireſt ſute; 
le as his miſtreſs doth, and ſhe by chance: 
Nor want there thoſe, who, as "the boy doth 


ee dance 
- ” Babwecn the afts will cenfate the whole play ; ; 
Some, if the wax-lights be not new that day: 
But multitudes there are, whoſe judgment goes 
5 Headlong, according, to the actors TOE: 


"Mr. Beaumont was eſteemed fo aceurate a judge of 
* that Ben Johnſon, While he lived, ſubmitted 
all his writings to his cenſures; and it is thought, uſ- 
ed. his a of ke ples. in LA 5 not n 
moſt o his plets 1690155 i 3 


Mr. JOHN FLETCHER | 


Vas; foe. of Dr. Richard Fletcher, Lord Biſhop 
a 5 London, and was born in Northamptonſhire in 
the year 1576. He was edacated- at Cambridge, 
1 probably at Burnet-college, to which his father . 
> by his laſt will and teſtament à benefaQor®.. 
„ wrote Wein Jointly: with Mr. Beaumont, and. Wood 


: 17 TY WT 
1 ® Langbaine's Le ot the ran. | . 


* 


ſays he aſſiſted Ben Johnſon in a Comedy called 
The Widow. After Beaumont's death, it is ſaid 


he conſulted Mr. James ner in forming the 
plots of ſeveral of his _ put which thoſe 
were we have no means „aller 


The editor 
of Beaumont and Fletcher's: pr ns. in 1 711 thinks 


: * N probable that Shirley Applied many that 


eft imperfect, and that the players gave 


: ſome remains buy Fleteher' s for Shirley to make 
up; andi it is from hence (he ſays) thas: in the firſt | 


act of Love's, Pilgrimage, there is a ſcene of an 
aſtler tranſcribed Hot uh ont of Ben Johnſon's 
New Inn, Act I. Scene I which play was written 
long after Fletcher died, and tranſplanted into 
5 8 Pilgrimage, after printing; the New -Inn, 


which was in the year 1630, and two of the plays 
printed under Fletcher's name. The Coronation 
and The Little Thief have been claimed by Shir- 


ley as his; it is probable they were left i * 
fe& by the ane, and finiſhed by the other. Mr 


* died of the pla n year 
of his age, the firſt of 
and Was buried i in St. Vary: :Quoryy ar 


Charles I. An 1625, 


Southwark. + 


Beaumont and Fletcher, as has been obſerved, 
| wrote plays in concert, but what ſhare each bore oo 


in forming the . plots, writing the ſcenes, &. ig 


whoſe fa {bets as 
do too much; but if Winſtanle 3 


unknown. The ee opinion is, mann $3308 

judgment Wan u g and 

- retrenchin . rfluities of Fletchers Wit, 
arme aght 3 it, to 


— employ ed in correctin 


credited, 


the former had his ſhare likewi in the drama, far 


that author relates, that our poets meeting once at 
à tavern in order to form the rude r pf 5 


tragedy, Fletcher undertoole to Fill de k 


Which . being overheard by à waiter, ne 


a « 


_officious enough, in order to re 
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) recon nd himlelf, 5 
. an _Inforihation a Om * . 8 


Hat; 1 244 * 
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alty dezsg n and the relation of the 
circumſtance probable, that the vengeance was 
only aimed 5 * een monarch, ths affair | 
ended i ana jeſt.” 1 | ; 2 
The firſt play which brought dem Wis: ef. 
teem, as Dryden fays; was Philaſter, or Love 
lies a Bleeding; for, before chat, they had written 
two; or three very unſuecefs fully, as the like is re- 
d of Ben Johnſon before he writ Every Man i in 
is Humour. Theſe authors had with the'advan 
of the wit of Shakeſpear, which was their prece- 
dent, great natural gifts improved by ſtudy. Their 
plots are allowed generally more regular than Shake- 
ſpear's ; chey touch the tender paſſions, and excite 
love ma very moving manner 5 their faults, not- 
withſtanding Beaumont's caftigation, confiſt in a 
certain luxuriance, and firetching their ſpeeches to 
an immoderate length; + however, it muſthe owned 
_ wir is great, "their lan | ſaited to the 
ions they Fai raiſe, and the age in Which they 
wed is a ſußßeent r their defects. 
Mr: Dryden tells us, in his Eſſay on Dramatic Po- 
etry, that Beaumont 4 Fletchers plays in his 
time were the moſt pleaſing and frequent enter- 
tainments of the Rage, two of theirs being ated 
and th theyear for one of Shakeſpear's orJahnſon's; 
reaſon he aſſigus is, becauſe: there is a 
Certain galety in their comedies, and a Pathos in 
heir moſt ſerisus Plays Which ſuits generally with 
all mens e! but however” it might be 
when Dryden writ, che cafe 1s now reverſed, for 
Beaumont and Hleteher's plays are not acted above 
once enten, "while one of Shake! ea 958 45” re- 


+. Thee na Geske of Aloe aendern. 


5 pe Ane in comedy, chat appears now/'alnioſt, unpardon- 
| N the language and manners 


of tho Ltiney Were not over-polite,, 8105 Oy appears. ſo fre- 
K Ms 54 | I the * os e rel to be. . acquitted 


9 


Sis - „„ OE : E 
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reſented almoſt every third night. Itmay ſeem ſtrange, 
: chat wits of the 270 —— ſhould not be fo 


much honoured in per age in which ae ä 
by poſterity ;;“ it is now faſhionable in 1 Is 


tures with Shakefpear ; editions as maltiplied up- 
on editions, and men of the greate genius 
have employed all their power in loltraeng his 
beauties, which —_—_— 2 the reader, and 
5 ground uf — heſe noble authors 
| Rar received a of praife - from the higheſt 
pens; they were Loved - eſteemed by their-co- 


temporaries; who have not failed to emonſtrate 7 


their reſpect. by various copies of verſes at dif- 


5 ferent times, and” upon ifferent occaſions, ad- 


dtreſſed to them, the inſertion of which would ex- 
ceed the bounds propoſed for this work, I ſhall 
only obſerve, that amangſt the illuſtrious names 
of their admirers, are Denham, Waller, *Cart- 
1 — n Johnſon, Sir John Berkenbead, and 
Dryden f, a name more than equal to All the 
reſt. Por the works of our authors have not eſcaped 
the cenſure of crities, eſpecially Mr. Rhymer the 
hiſtorio 1 who was really a man of wit 
and judgment but DEGLI} natured; for he 
has laboured to oſe the 5 — without taking ; 
any notice of the beauties of Rollo Duke of Nor- 
mandy, the King and No King, and the Maids 
Tragedy, in à piece of his called. The Trag 24 
of the Laſt "Age conſidered, and examined 
practice of the ancients, and by the CE Ka 
of all ages. in a letter to Fleetwood Sh epherd 
eſquire. Mr. Rymer ſent one of his books: Nd. 


* May not this be-owing to en ?. are not melt witsz 


of their cotemporaries ? how ily. do we. pa adoration, t 
the dead ? how ſlowly do we ee praiſe to the livi 
is it a wonder Beaumont and cher were more praifed and '- 


 fified than Shakeſpear ? were not inferior wits oppoſed, nay « \ 25 


preferred, to Drypen while, ling? vs not this the cafe of 
Addiſon and Pope, whoſe works (thoſe authors being no _ 
worre) will be read with admiration, and allowed the juſt pre- 


eminence, while the . 8 is underſtood, | : 
x ales | _ proſeny - 


Ld * 
X. 
* 


een 
preſent to Mr. Dryden, who in the blank leaves 
before the beginning, and after the end of the 
book, made ſeveral remarks, as if he intended to 
publiſh an anſwer. to that critic, and his opinion 
of the work was this 4 . My judgment (ſays he) 
«« of this piece, is, that it is extremely learned, 
but the author ſeems better acquainted with the 
Greek, than the. Engliſh poets; that all writers 


s ought to ſtudy this critic as the beſt account 


L have ſeen of the ancients; that the model of 
* tragedy. he has here given is extremely correct. 


4 but that it is not the only model of tragedy, 


« becauſe it is too much. circumſcribed in the 
e plot, characters, &c. And laſtly, that we may 
44 o taught here juſtly to admire and imitate the 
* ancients, without giving them the preference, 
with this author, in prejudice to our own coun- 
ee | 13 127 GN 
24 5 of Beaumont and Fletcher's plays were 
printed. in quarto during the lives of their authors; 


And in the year 1645 twenty years after Fletch- 


er's death, there was publiſhed: in- folio à collec- 
tion of their plays which had not been printed be- 
fore, amounting to between thirty and forty. At 
the beginning of this volume are inſerted a great 
number of commendatory . verſes, written by the 
moſt eminent wits of that age. This collection 
Was publiſhed by Mr. Shirley aſter ſhutting up the 
_ Theatres,. and dedicated to the earl of Pembroke 
by ten of the moſt famous actors. In 1679 there 
Was an edition of all their plays publiſhed in 


folio. Another edition in #711 by Tonſon in 


ſeven volumes 8 vo. containing all the verſes in 
praiſe of the authors, and ſupplying à large omiſ- 
Jon of part of the laſt act of Thierry and Theodoret. 
Thbere was alſo another edition in 175. 
n d ⅛¾—³iB 8 Bo 
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| The plays « of our ho are 2s follow, | 1 7 J LS 


[ 


ie mart 


2 | Beggars Buſh, A Comal, acted 8 a; pplauſe. 
2. Bonduca, a Tragedy ; the plot from Tacitus's , 
Annals, b. xiv. Milton's Hiſtory of England, b. ii. 
This play has been twice reviv | g 
The Bloody Brother, or Rollo Duke; Ta =" : 
mandy a Tragedy, ated at t be. He at Dorſet- 


Garden. The plot is taken fro -odian's, Hil- 
tor bi M. 17815 1 wr P 2 
4. Captain, a Comedy. 5 
1 Chances, a Comedy; Wo was: PLETE by 
| Villiers duke of Buckingham, with great applauſe. * 
6. The Coronation,. 'A A | Ys claimed 
by Mr. Shirley as his. „ 
7. The Coxcomb, a Comedy. 1 11 75 54 25 5 | 
15 Cupid's Re E a Trag edy. 2 | 
9. The Cuſtom 6 Country, 2150 „Come. 
dy ; - the por taken from  Malidpins. 8 l Dec. 
1 THT 51% Eng Hyd 
arriag e, * — lig: | 


45 The Elder Brot 2 24 nod. wy 7 
80 A 


duſe. F  Phis Was entirely Me. Fetcher's 8 . anc 
— of a Prologue was ſung 4 Dialog . - 
tween a prieſt / WEEK b mph, written by Sir „Wil- 
liam Davenant, and che pilog ne was ſpoken by. 


the 2 5 Mordant, but met with no ſucceſs. abt: 


'he Fair Maid of. the I nn, a Comedy; | part © A 


: of this play is taken from. Caulin* s Holy Fel : 19 45 155 
e s Hiſto pore of Man. 
a 


& +> WY. 


The Falſe One, 'a * Trig, founded o on TY 


| Ae of Julius Cæſar in Egypt, and bis * 6 
mours with Cleopatra. b 


n Four Plays in One, or Moral Repreſentad- 5 


ons, containing the triumphs of honour, love, 92. 
. time, om aaa 8 Novels. OTE 


16. The 


The L FE. of 7 
1 HEY 123 Man's Fortune, a Trac * 


dy ; ; A lot from Heywood's Hiſtory of Warner. 
e A rate Pe ee As Tragi- Co- 


| | medy, ſtill acted with applauſe, 


} 


3 * 
js 5 : 2 15 Kuhr of the Burning Pelle, wy Come- 


= 1 in 168 by Mr. Tate. 
e 


famous Nell 
21. The Knight of Malta, a Tragi-cotmedy. 
22. The Laws of, Candy, a Tragi- Comedy. 
23. The Little French awer, A 1 a Co + the 
plot from Gufman, or the S pani e 


25 The Lover ng im 12 e, ono ti ple 
"18 en from a ers PER 295 the! 


Wo. 
ſome incidents from. Ben onſon 18 au 8 ag 
2286. The Lovers P e Tragi- TY 


F Loy S0 "Y N 1 met 
The Lo ect, 75 

The Iidd Lover 1 i-C We, - 
1 29, The Maid in the M3 TO, 
1 ws reviſed and ated on the 105 
atre. 


N 


31. A Maſe que. of © 


» Mr. Beaumont alone. 


FA E731 


"4 
þ 5 . 5 A 4 
} — - 
* 


d No Ki bg, a Tragi. Sach. at 


| built on a French, romance calle ige and 


| brought on e a 1 W ext RT. 
= rays Inn Gentlemen, pre- 
ſeuted at the e of Princeſs Elizabeth and 
 . the Prince Palatine of the Rhine, in the Banquet- 
Houſe at Whitehall. © "This PRE was written 


5 ; e 32. "Monſieur 


The Mand Ptineefs, a Tragi- Comedy, re. 


dy, beten ns with x Prologue Tpoken by be 


ke. Love's Cure, or this "Marg a Ec. 


-—— 


40, The Maid's Tra redy z 1 always. 488 


| with the greateſt a pl auſe, but ſome part of it 
pleaſing” Charles II. it vas for a time 424 65 to - 
acted in that reign, 110 Was revived ', ak " * { 
Wallet, who entirely Meer g the laſt act, 


BEAUMONT, and FL ETC HER. 1 
2. Monſieur; Thomas, à Comedy. This plax 


= N ſince acted on the tage, ander the tizle.of 
Trick for Trick. : 
1 Nice Valour, or the Paſionate Madman, a 
Comedy. | 
24. The. Night-walkes, or the Little Thief, a 
| Comedy, revived ſince the Reſtoration with applauſe. | 
35. The Noble Gentleman, a Comedy; this 
was. revixed by Mr. Durfey, and by him aalled 
'The Fool's « Preferment,” ab the Three Dukes of 
Dunfable: . Ho * 
| 36. Philaſter, or Love Hp 2 a a Tn 7 
Comedy. This was the firſt play that braught 
ttheſe ſine writers into eſteem... It was firſt repre- 
| ſented at the old Theatre in Linoglns- Inn Fields 
when the women acted by themſelves . - | 
37. The Pilgrim, e de . ; revived and. ated 
with ſucceſs. 9 þ 5 Tragi-C IT, 7 OY 
38. The Prop . amedy;!. $4. 
play has been reyived by Ur. Hettortans: under the. | 
title of Diocleſian, an Opera. u Thy - * 
39. The Queen of Corniſh, a Tragi-Comedy. - | 
40. Rule a Wife and Have 2 Wiſe, a Cimedy. 1 
Bo 8 a Comedy zaddad witk 
great applauſe. - 
1 The Sca Voyage, a Comedy; revived by 
Mr. Duefey, Who it The Commonwealth-of 
Women. eee the lines we have quoted 
p. 141, life of Sha elpear, chat it was taken feen, | 
| Shakeſpear' s Tempeſt, | 
413. The. Spauiſu Curse, "A e Sl 
times revived with applauſe; the plot from Gerar- 
do's Hiſtory of A eee, en, 
Curate, r | 
44. y.and beet 2 Tra 8 dhe A | 
taken from the French ee the FSR: of . 
Colſair II. ; 
L Two Noble Kinſmen,.. a /Tragi-comedy 4 
Sgdhabeſpe afilted. * in cmi s 4 


46. va. Re: 


| 


— * 


3 


o 2 * . 4 


1664 %% The LIZ of JAA. 
146. Valentinian, a Tragedy; afterwards revived 
and altered by che Earl of Rocheſter, Ft 
47. A Wife for a Month, a Tragedy; for the 
plot ſee Mariana and Louis de Mayerne Turquet, 
Hiſtory of Sancho, the eighth King of Leon. 
48. The Wild-Gooſe Chace, a Comedy, for- 
merly acted with applauſe. .. 
459. Wit at Several Weapons, a Comedy. 
For Wit without Money, a Comedy, revived at 
the Old Houſe in Lincolns Inn Fields, immediately 
after the burning of the Theatre in Drury Lane, 
with a new Prologue by Mr. Dryden. 
51. The Woman Hater, a Comedy, revived by 
Sir William Davenant, with a new Prologue in 
Proſe. This play was writ by Fletcher alone 
52. Women pleaſed, a Comedy; the plot from 
8 ace s Novels, 3 4 1 264 3 1 1 
53. Woman's Prize, or the Tanner Tann'd, a 
- Comedy, built on the ſame foundation with Shake- 
ſpear's Taming of a Shrew; writ by Fletcher with- 
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7 A'S 'deſcended from a family of his name 
VV living in Lincolnſhire, but whether born 
there, is not aſeertained. He made bis firſt ap- 
' Pearance at the univerſity of Oxford about the 
year 1573, and was afterwards a ſcholar under 
the learned Mr. Edward Hobye of Trinity Col- 


— 


8 1 * wy . 
: : - 


— 


3 or as ſome fay,” \Apollinarios 'ﬆf Laodicea, writ the 


I65 
 yanees, his. ings enuity began firſt to be obſerved, 
in ſeveral of fi . Le compoſitions. After 
he had taken one ree in arts, and dedicated 
ſome time to pear ang the bards of antiquity, | he 
gained ſome. ee in poetry, particularly of 
the ſatiric ſpecies ; but ein J convinced how 
barren a ſoil poetry is, how unlikely to 
yield a competent proviſion for its: profeſſors, he 
ſtudied phyſic, for the improvement of which 
he went beyond ſea, took the degree of Dr. of 
that faculty at. Avignon, returned and was incor- 
porated in the unĩverſity in the latter end of 
Queen Elizabeth's rei Afterwards en in 
| London, he practiſed p "A with great ſucceſs, and 


THOMAS LODGE. 


Was particularly — by the Roman Ca- . 


tholics, of which perſuaſion it is ſaid he: Was. 


Ma 
X32 we 1 s SA 5's 4 THE WS. 4 


Our author hath written 


Alarm againſt Uſurers, containin es experi- 
- ences 2 worldly abuſes, aner 1584. 
Hiſtory of e and Priferia, with. Truth's 


Complaint over England. 


Euphue's Golden Legacy. 
ITI be Wounds of a Civil War: | relay ry forth, in 
I * true Tragedies- of Marius and Sylla,. London 


Teng © Glas for London and England, 2 Tragi- 
| Comedy printed in 4to. London 1598, inan old 
letter. In this play our author was aſſiſted by Mr. Ro- 
bert Green. The drama is founded i upon hol writ, 
dein ng the Hiſtory A: 1. the Ninevites, formed 
into'a play. 
| ſubject. in Ii of others Who had writ dra- 
mas on ſacred themes long before them; as Eae- 
kiel, a > Jewiſh dramatic Poet, writ the Deliverance 
of the Iiraclites out of Egy Gregory Nazianzen, 


TO” 55 Chrilt' Paſſion ; 3, to. theſe * be TH 


bain ſuppoſes they. choſe this 


3 


* 
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ed Hugo Grotius, Theodore Beza, Petavius, all of 
whom, have baile pen the foundation of  facred 
__ 0 
Treatiſe on the Plague, —_—_— the nature, 
ſigns, and aecidents of the ſame, London 1603. 
' Treatiſe in Defence of Plays. This (ſays Wood) 
I have not yet ſeen, nor his paſtoral ſongs and ma- 
drigals, of 'which he writ a conſiderable number. 
Hie alſo tranſlated into Engliſh, Joſephus's Hiſto- 
ry of the Antiquity of the Fews, London 1602. 
The works both moral and natural ef Seneca, Lon- 
don 1614. This learned genitiemin died in the 


- year 1625, and had tributes paid to his memory by 


Dole it all outirr fighs,- when I am laid; _ 


many of his cotemporary 'poets, who characteriſed 
him as a man of very contderadle nius. Win- 
ſtanley has preſerved an amorous ſonnet of his, 
which we ſhall here mfert... 
If I muſt die, O let me chuſe my. death :  _. 

Suck ont my ſoul with kiſſes, cruel maid! _ 


In thy breaſts cryſtal balls, embatm my | 


Thy lips on mine like cupping ataffes claſp ; 
Let ur tongues meet, and five as they would 


Eten ont ny bid wind be ralght-Birtlng graſp, 
Thy eyes like fearm irons burn out mines 
Fett fair trefſesltifſe me outright : 
Like Circe, change me to a loachſome ſwine, | 
S8o I may live forever in thy fight.  _ 
Except that firſt they meditate on thee. 


Wyuen our author wiſhes to be changed intoa loath- 

ſome ſwine, ſo he might dwell in fight of his miſtreſs, 
he ſhovld have conſidered, that however agreeable the 
metamorphoſis might be to him, it could not be ſo to 
her, to look upon ſuch a loathſome object. 3 
1 | | Fir 
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Sir Joun Day: 1 ny 95 


_—_— Bork e; inthe pant f 2 
EE. bury in Wilthhite, Pr the ſon of a Weal 
ann erf t place. At are ears of age he be- 
tame a Conmoner in Queen's:6ol! legs, 6 Oxford 1 585 
where having made preat p 27 97 al 
learning, and taken the degre Batchelor of art 
he removed. to. the Middle. Temple, and re | 
himſelf to the 8 of the common law, was called 
_ bar; but having a quarrel with bis Richard - IS 
Martyn, (afterwards rebok er of London) he b; 
nadoed him in the 'Temple-hall at dinner-time, 51 
preſence of the Whole eme for which 1 | 
tempt,” he wistmmediately expelled, and retired 4 
gain to Oxford to proſecute his ſtudies, but did not 
ume the hola 2 Upon this occaflon he 
compoſed that* exits dem called Noſce Teip- 
ſum ®. Aſterwards by the favour of Thomas lord 
Elleſmere, keeper of - le Great Seal, being reinſta- 
the Tem ple, he . due f as a en dor, 3 
an aug es ecame a Vl urgels the Parliament held = <3 
Wenne 160m. 1 the death of Queen Eli. 
2abeth our author, With Lord Hinfdon,” went ints | 
Scotland to ongratulate King James on Ris ſac- b 
Ceſſion to the Engliſt throne. Being introduced in- | 
| to his Mafeſty's preſence, the King enquired of 
Lord Hunfdon, the names of the gentlemen who ' Fl 
accompanied him, 'and when his tordfhip men. 
tioned John Davies, e 5 Le aſked whe- * 
hon he Was N p e 
1 Ys? "apr fn,” 1. * . 


eee eee ue n. dne e 
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268 The Lien of, 
his favour. He was accordingly made Sollicitor, 


* 


Jeſty's . 


Dang at Whitehall. In 1612 he quitted the poſt 
of  Attorney-general in Ireland, and was made one 


idiot who died young, anda daughter named Lucy, 
1 £:3- $5445 . 3 n 

married to Ferdinand lord Ha 

Fal of Huntingdon, . His vas pe a woman of 
Very extraordinary character; the had, or rather 


2 Det” "WS . + 5 « 5 8 bx , 2 

 _ applauſes of Camden, Ben Johnſon, Sir John Har- 

_ © rington, Selden, Donne, and Corbet. ; theſe are 

4 Yi} E234 45 462450 © 54-48 2 . * ; 2 22 d - ae 

| == authorities in our author's favour, and I may | 
fairly aſſert that no philoſophical writers * . E 

—: au, FEE * "Io 2% LEY Pl In SN 


"18 1 
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plained their ideas more clearly and familiarly in 


proſe, or more harmoniouſiy and beautifully in 


verſe. There is a peculiar happineſs in his ſimi- 
lies being rode hoes yo 

which — — them as uſeful as entertaining, and 
_ Elingetthes them from ny other author. 


= quality of a Wp Sir John produced the 
following Res , 


». 


| 7 


A Gikecyery of the due ly by Pes 


3 


Ws never entirely ſubdued until his Majeſty's. 
os reign; printed in /4to.' London 1612, dedica- - 


to the pg. with this Latin verſe el. 
 Prineipi ef vines maxima noſle ſuos. 


. A drclersdlem of our ſovereign lord the King - 5 


concerning the title of his Majeſty's ſon Charles, 


3 and duke” of ere ee London 1614. 8 


| His 0 gerformancs: a8 n p —— 
en dhe Original, Nature, and Immortality of the 


Soul, dedicated to Queen Elizabeth. It was re- 


blimed by Nahum Tate, 1214, addreſſed to the 
854 of Bot and Mid * who. was a great ad- 
mirer of our poet, and the editor gives it a very juſt 
and advantageous character. Without doubt it is 
the Noſce Teipſum ſo much admirediby King James, 
ee 1599, and 1622, mentioned by Wood 3 


hich were ener eee N 


by Wee eg af — TH 
der a pom 2 Ae. exce cy 
Af dancing, in a dialogue be bee, e 
of her G n e, A unſiniſned. 


Mr, Maad mantions alſo gpi an a anſlati 
of Moe King David's W written by bir 


7 ohn Davies, hut es aug 


— * N? * | En ig Noſce 5 
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ore to illuſtrate than adorn, 


- 


. 
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i gary nor TEIPSUM. 


"Why did. my arents ſend me to the Gali x 
' I hat 1, oh: knowledge might enrich my mind, 
. Since the defire to know firſt made men ſools : 
And did corrupt the root of all mankind. 


* 


For when God's hand, had written in the hearts, 
Of our firſt parents all the rules of good, 

So that their ſkill infus d, ſurpaſs'd all arts, 
That ever were before or ſinee che flood. 


And when their reaſon's eye was fo and = 
And (as an eagle can behold the ſun) 

oa by have approach'd th' eternal light as near, 
As th intellectual Apgds could have, done. 


Even than: to — the ſoivit af * * RY 
That they were blind becauſe they ſaw not ill; 
And breath d into their incorrupted breaſts 
Ac Curious ws _ N 1 Weir will. 


Tu Gorr. N 


Pg TL £5. 5 7 = 75 4 : 

„ende id fodriflied in - this reign 8 
: James I. He was born in Eſſex, to- 
E er end of Queen Elizabeth's reign, a- 
bout the Fear 1592. | In his youth he was ſent to 
 Weftminfter-ſchoo], and at the age of eighteen, he 
was entered ſtudent of Chriſt's college in Oxford . 
Being an induſtrious ſcholar, ſays Langbaine, he ar- 

„ * Langbaine's Lives of the Poets, 22 3. 


7 THOMAS GOFF. l. 


rived to be a good poet, a skilful orator, ST an ex- 
cellent preacher. e 2 1623 he was made 
batchelor of divinity, an and preferred to a living in 
bay called Eaſt-Clanden: there he married a wife 

roved as great a plague to him as a ſhrew could 
2 was a true Xantippe to our eccleſiaſtical 
. 4 and gave him daily opportunities of put 
ing his patience to the proof ; and it is believed by 
ſome, that this domeſtic ſcourge ſhortened his days. 
He was buried at. his own pariſh church at Clan- 
den, the 27th of July, 1627. He writ ſeveral 

pu on different l eas, RY which are s 


ned five Plays. 


| Cartlebs Shepherdeſs, a Tragi- comedy, ated Be- . 
fore the King and Queen at Saliſbury- court with, 
| py applauſe. Printed in 4to, 1656, with an Alpha- 

tical Catalogue of all ſued; plays as ever were to 

that time 8 8 4 

2. Courageous Turk, or mur a Tragedy, 

_ ated by the ſtudents of Chriſt- church in Oxtord, 
Lace in gvo, London 1656. For the plot conſult 
nolles's Hiſtory of the Turks. 

Oreſtes, a Tragedy, acted by the ſtudents of 


| 3. 3 
| Chriſt's-church. in l Far 4 in ver London FL Y 


1056! 2 
| 4. Ragi ging Turk, or Bajaret 11. a yadedby 
he] ſtudents in Chriſt's-church in Oxfo : 3 in 
8v0. London r656. This play was writen with the 
two foregoin tragedies, when the author was maſter 
of arts, 1 

printed till after his deceaſe. 

5. Selinus, Emperor of the Turks, a Tragedy, 
printed in to, London 1638. This lay in 1 
N was neyer exhibited, becauſe it is not 

vided 1 into acts. The author calls this the firſt] part; 
and in his coneluſion; a8 be — or epilogue, 

A 1 2 bY 


ſtudent of Sn but not 1255 


\ © had choſe his frie 


1 12 The Lay &f 


| 77 hw Holt goat, es, ds en, 
The Wen par: Mall Seiten murders — 


The plot! + ſounded: on the! urkih hiltory inthe 
reign of Selinus J. 


Mr. Philips and Mr. Winftanle awe aſcribed 
a comedy te this author, called -upid's Whirli- 
gig, cho“ Democritus and Heraclitus were not 
more different in their temper, than his genius was 
oppoſite to comedy, beſides the erue author was one 
Mr. E. S. who in his dedicatory epiſtle ſays, That 
being long pregnant with deſire to bring fortn 
«.' ſomething, 1 brought to'bed, 

Mr. Robert Hayman to be 

© :y6dfarther, not doubting but bis child would be 

„Well maintained, ſering he -could not live above 

an hour with him; and therefore he entreated 

„ him When he was dead, that he might be buried 
deep enough in his good 3 and 8285 

might deſerve this dove ah * 1 


*. fore! ob the chil&thutques TIE 

n gaisſt the Arid rules of child-birth-; 
And to be quit, I gave him to my friend,” | 
ele een din ee eum, and run, hr end A 


Abe reaſon of my Waling this digroion, is to 
. ew, Ula ſuch ridiculous unmean mirth, is not 
i likely vo cave fallen from Mr. „ as" be Was a 
grave man, and nothing but What Was manly 
dropped from his pen. In the latter part of his 
kife 1 he forſook the ſtage for the pulpit, and inſtead 
of iplays writ ſermons, ſome of Which appeared 
in pitint in che year 162 To theſe may 


be added is Latin funeral oratien, at the divi- 
nity ſchool, at the:6bſequies-of Bir Henry Saville, Y 
Os in us” Oxon OY + another i in "church 
5 chur 


- 


wh LY „ 
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church. cathedral, at the funeral of Dr. Good- 
1687. canon of. that church, printed i in London 
1 1 . 


5 rn · ou 2 


Sir Fur x : GnnviL un, Lord 


pRUNG Fan an 3 in War- 
wickſhire ; he was educated both at Oxford. 


and Cambridge, and introduced. to. court by an ; 5 


uncle: in the Ferries of een, Elizaherhy, who; 


rece. ved him into her fayour, which he nad the. - 


N to preſerve uninterupted to her death. 

the e e of james I. he was created. - 
Knight of the, Bath, and ſoon after obtained a 
grant of the ruinqus eaſtle of Warwick. He was 


next appointed ſub-treaſurer, chancellor of the 


. Exchequer, and privy: counſellor, and then ad- 
vanced to the degree of a baron, by the title of 
lord. Brocke of 1 and one: of the: - 
lords of the bed-chambor to. his Majeſty, - Te 


noble author, Was the fliend of Sir Philip Si 


than which. a. greater compliment, cannot be beſtow-- 

ed. As he Was. a. post and a man of wit ho" 85 
0 held in the. higheſt eſteem in, that courtly 

; but he added to kae a gallantry of of ä 

2 pay Was as fine a ſoldier * a Writer. Win- 
ſtanley gives, an — they of his proweſs in arras. | 


3 


<« ſador came over to England to negotiate a mar- 

« riage between the duke of Anjeu, and Queen 
5 Ekzabeth, for; the better entertainment of the. 
©: court, ſolemn; juſts Were proclaimed, where the 

© RaglafArapdeh Frederick ä 
f Te 


\ N 


. 


g * 


be Lire 

Sidney, and he, were chief challengers againft 
all comers 3 in which challenge he behaved 
«© himſelf ſo gallantly, that he won the reputa. 
«© tion of a moſt vahant knight. Thus you ſee 
that tho' eaſe be the nurſe of poetry, the Mu- 
+ ſes are alſo companions to Mars, as may be 
« exemplified in the characters of the Earl of 
* Surry, Sir Philip Sidney, and Sir Fulk Gre- 
F E 

As our Author loved and admired the ladies, 
it is ſomewhat extraordinary, that he died a 
batchelor; for in all that courtly age, he could not 
Frd one on whom to confer the valuable prize 
of his heart. As he was himſelf a learned man, 
and poſſeſſed a variety of knowledge, ſo he pa- 
tronized many neceſſitous candidates for fame, 
but particularly Camden, whom he cauſed 
by his intereſt to be made King at Arms. He 
was likewiſe very liberal to Mr. Speed the ce- 


lebrated chronvloger : finding him a man of ex- 


tenſive knowledge, © and his occupation and cir- 
cumſtances mean, ſo that his genius was depreſ- 
ſed by poverty, he enabled him to proſecute his 
ſtudies, _— the bent of his genius with- 
_ _ out being obliged to drudge at a manual em- 
__ _ployment, for his bread. Speed in his deſcription 
of Warwickſhire writes thus of lord Brook, Whoſe 
<< merit” (ſays he) towards me I do acknowledge, 
e in ſetting my hand free from the daily em- 


% ployments of a manual trade, and giving it full 


* liberty thus to exprefs the inclination of mind, 
* himſelf being the procurer of my preſent eſtate.” 


12 He paſſed thro" life in a calm of proſperity. and : 


honour, beloved by his equals, reverenced by his 
inferiors, and à favourite at court; but when he 
was about Teventy'years of age, this life of undiſ- 
turbed” tranquility, was facrificed to the reſent- 
ment of a villain, and a cataſtrophe of the moſt 
tragical kind cloſed the days of this worthy — 

8 . 7 © ne 


* * 8 n 


— 


One Haywood, who had been many years in his 
ſervice, and had behaved with fidelity and honour, 
expoſtulated with him freely (while they were a- 
lone) for his not having received a due reward for 
his ſervices. His lo ſhip enraged at his. pre- 


ſumption, and giving way to his paſſion, repri- 
manded him very ſeverely for his inſolence; for 
which the villain being now wrought up to the 
higheſt degree of fury, took an opportunity to'ſtab - 
bim with his dagger through the back into the vi- 


tals, of which won * eee died, Nr 
ber 30, 1628. 0 


The 1 7 — truck 1 „ boi: 5 


ror and deſpair, and all the natural attendants of his 


ouilt, retired to bis chamber, and having ſe- 
cured the door, fell upon the ſame weapon with 
which he had aſſaſſinated his maſter, and an- 


ticipated on himſelf the juſtice reſerved for the 


hand of an executioner. Lord Brooke was interred 


in Warwickſhire, under a monument of black and 
white marble, * whereon he is ftiled, Servant ta 


Queen Elizabeth, 8 to RG een and 5 


| n to Sir 2 4 ve 


— 


* 8 2 1 * 2635 This 1 
1 2 


play (ſays Langbaine) ſeems an imitation of the 


; ancients z- the Prologue 1s ſpoken by a ghoſt. This: - 


ſpectre gives an account of each character, which 
is perhaps done after the manner of Euripides, 


who introduced one of the chief actors as 


the Prologue, whoſe buſineſs it was to explain 
all thoſe eircumſtances which preceded the open- 


ing the ſtage. He has not in one ſcene through - 


ooh introduced. above two ſpeakers, in ieee 


* Faller 5 Wonkie of Warwick, p 299%: 9 


Sir F. GREVILLE, L.BROOKE. 175. 


3 ” 


"= * 
3 \ 
3 „ 
* 
n 


* 


iir 
with Horace's rule in his Art of Poetry; nec quar- 
ta loqui perſona laboret. Mr. Langbaine profeſſes 
himſelf ignorant from whence the plot is taken, 
neither can he find the name of any ſuch Prince 
as Alaham, that reigned in Ormus, where the 
ſeene lyes, an iſland fituated at the entrance of the 
Perſian Gulph, which is mentioned by Mr. Her- 
bert * in his accoont of Ormus: 
_ © Muſtapha, a Tragedy, printed in foho 1633. 
This play ikewiſe ſeems to be built on the model 
of the ancients, and the plot is the ſame with that 
of lord Orrery's tragedy. of the ſame title, and 
taken from Paulus Jovius, Thuanus, &c. Both 
thefe plays are printed together in folio, London, 
1633, with ſeveral. other poems, as a Treatiſe on 
Human Learning; An [Inquiſition upon Fame and 
Honour; A Treatiſe of, Wars. All theſe are writ- 
ten in a ftanza of ſix lines, four interwoven; and a 
couplet in baſe, which the Italians call Seftine 
Celica, containing one hundred and nine ſonnets 
of different meafures. There are in this volume 
two letters; the one to an honourable Lady, con- 
taining directions how to behave in a married 
ſtate; the other addreſſed to his couſin Grevil 
Varney, then in France, containing Directions for 
Travelling. His lordſhip has other pieces aſcribed 


to him beſides thoſe publiſhed under his name, 


* 'Fhe Life of Sir Philip Sidney, printed at the be- 
ginning of the Arcadia. His Remains, or Poems 
of Monarchy: and Religion, printed in 8vo. Lon- 
don 1670. Philips and Winſtanley aſcribe a play 
to him, called Marcus Tullius Cicero, but this is 
without foundation, for that play was nat written, 
at leaſt not printed, till long aſter his lordſhip's 
death. Having now given ſome account of his 
works, I ſhalt ſum up his character in the words 

of Mrs. Cooper, in her Mufes Library, as it is not 
eaſy to do it to better advantage. . 


— 


575 * Travels, third Edition, p- . «tr 


\ 


1 
* . 


„ don't know (ſays ſhe)whether a woman may 


d be acquitted for endeavouring to. ſum up a, cha- 


< Tater ſa various and important as bis lordſhip's a 


« but if the attempt can be excuſed, I don't de- 
„ fire to have it paſs for a decifive ſentence. 
« Perhaps few men that dealt in poetry had 


* more learning, or real wiſdom * this noble- tn 


„ man, and yet his ſtile is fometimes ſa 
« and: myſterious, that one would imagine he 


4 choſe rather to conceal, than illuſtrate his mean- | 


« ing. At ather times his wit breaks aut again 
% with an uncommon: brightneſs, and ſfünas, Id 
« almoſt ſaid, - without an equal. It is the lame 
« thing with his try, ſometimes fo harſh and 
« uneouth, as if he had na ear for” mizfic,! at o- 
4 chers. fo ſmgoth and harmonious, as if he un 
_ +. maſſes of all ii powers,” The piece from 
A e quote fant et . ntideds"- 


R 


Abe mind ai ue ig h weekiia: 3 

And knowledge is dum m ht of the minds a 4 

And che minde in hen wall « enſion, 
"NPI mate worlds: or Rags the works n 


| * 1 doth liabe Ame abate Sade, 
3 Tan the wilds. of Gone 3712 . | 


A Tags mim! es nue Loaznava, N 


oh 9 ben, een 
421 233 way wichous an end, 
A circle with ns line invivoned; | Wiklesd 


Nan camprekendad, all Ir compuchends:;. 
Worth infinite, yet ſatisſes ne minde, 4 
Til * e er lod aye Beans 
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F H 16 Ade lived! i in * ra aft King 
"M6 James I. and was ſome time ſtudent in Caius 
College: 5 in” Cambridge. No — are preſer- 
ved e this kee but that he had connection 
with, other poets e n wrote the fol- | 

lowing plays: 3 r 
1. Blind noms of Betbial — with the 
; Merry. Humour of Tom Stroud, the Norfolk Yeo- 
man, ſeveral times publicly acted by the Prince's 
| e dene, non — 4to. London, 1659; for the 
plot, ar 
writers in the reign of King 275 VE: :: 
2. Humour out of Breath, omedy, {aid to 
Save been writ by our axthor, but ſome have doubted 


5 his being the real author of it. 


3. Iſle of Gulls, a Comedy, dn Added in the 
Black Fryars, by the children of the Revels, print- 
ed in 4to. London, 1633. This is founded upon | 

Sir Philip Sidney's Arcadia. 

4. Law Tricks, or Who Would Have Thought 
It ? a Comedy, ſeveral times acted by 5 * 
| 'of the Revels, and: in to. 1608. 

| 5-Parliamentof Bees, with their e, | 

" a Bee-Hive furniſhed with n, 
as pleaſant as proſitable, being an allegorical de- 


Eg, > age of the ancients of and bad men in 


„ in 4to. London, 1641. 
6. Travels of Three Engliſh Brothers, Sir Tho- 
mas, oy — "I ref Robert Shirley, * * 
y er s Servants, printed in 
" wn "aka p and dedicated t0 Honor Fa 
; vourites, 


- 
- 


— 


as it concerns — oonſult the 1 


vourites, "nad the entire friends of the family of the 
Shirleys. - In the compoſition. of this play our au- 
_ thor was aſſiſted by- William Rowley, and Mr. 
George, Wilkins; 9. 


in his deſcription: of Suſſex. When our author 
died cannot be juſtly aſcertained, but Mr. Sy . 
baine has preſerved an elegy written on him, 
= apa day eh drr pr gn 8 5 


- 


' Don Phwbus: now: bath loſt his abe, 3 Has 72 


And left his rule unto the rc 
And Cynthia, ſhe has overcome |; 
The Day, and darkened the n „ 
 Whereby we now have loſtour ant 1 
Of gang Day, e ah e e Fas 


1 this s manner be rotz on: like a ee 5 
8 in Lincbins Inn, Who wrote an "ingenious grew 
his 


upon the trahſactions between a Landlord an 
Tenant Day, who privately departed from him by” 


Ne An in à fingle ſheet, London, 1684. T 


ne the following | lines are fufficient. 1. 
"a" Night and Day confbirs. a PREY flight ; © 


For Day, they ſay, is gone away by Night. - | M * 
. The Day is paſt, ut Tandlord where's your 1 


15 might have ſeen, that Day was W 5 2 


Day fold, and did put of whate er he migb 
4 1 * St 
Tho it Wa ned er . 1 wou d be bg 
1 . 5 he Þ 4 AF; PS . 
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e foundation of it may be read 
in ſeveral Engliſh Writers, and Chronicles, and it 
is particularly fet down in Dr. Fuller's Worthies, - 


— — — is <4 > as. — =, 
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"7 AS defcended of an ancient family in Devon- | 


. FY- ſhire, which was ſeated in that county before 
the conqueſt *, and was foorth ſon of Walter Raleigh, 
eſquire, of Fards, in the pariſn of Cornwood. 
He was born in the year 1552 at Hayes, a pleaſant 
farm of his father's in the pariſh of Budley, in that 
part of Devonthite bordering Eaſtward upon the 
Sea, near where the -Q diſcharges 1 
the Britiſh Channel; he was. educated at the uni- 
- verſity of Oxford, where, according to Dr. Ful- 


ler, he became à commoner of Oriel College, as 
well as Chrift Church, and diſplayed in his early 


years a great vivacity of genius in his applica- 
tian to his ſtudies. Some have ſaid, that after 


leaving the univerſity, he ſettled himſelf in 


the Middle. Temple, and ſtudied the Taw, but this 
opinion muſt: be erroneous, ſince he declares after- 


Wards on his trial, that he never real a word of 


las, till he was priſoner in the Tower... In 1569, 
When he was not above 17 years of age, he was 
one of the ſelect troop of a hundred gentlemen 


voluntiers, whom Queen Elizabeth Jo tted Hen- 


N 


. Champernon to tranſport into France, for the 


itfelf into 


— 


- afliftance of proteſtant Princes there g, but of What 


ſervice; they were, or What Was the confequence 


: e ee 
of action as the Whole kingdom of France 
was at that period, gave Raleigh an opportunity 


of acquiring experience, and reading characters, 


as well as improving himſelf in the knowledge 


_*- of. languages and manners, and his own Hiſtory 


3 of .the 'World contains ſome remarks which he 


5 = Prince's Worthies of Devon. 8 | 3 | 5 
I Camdeni Annales Elisabeth, p. 172+ Edit. Batav. 4525. 
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Sir WALTER :RALEIGH,. 188 
then made of the conduct of ſome great generals 
there, of 'which he had himſelf been witnefs. Af 
ter our author's return pm France, he embarked 
in an expedition tb che Berthern parts of Ameri- 

ca, with Sir Humphry Gilbert, hit brother bythe + 
mother's fide, that man having obtained the. - 
n e Plant und inhabit; ſurh parts 
it as were unpoſſeſſed by any Prince: with whom; 
ſſe was in alliance; but this attempt proved-un-: þ 
ſtecefsful dy means of the divifion which aroſe 
amengſt the Volumtiers. Fhe nent year, 15 u 
on the defeene of ehe Spaniſi and Itakina: fern 
in Ireland under che Pope bagner, for che flip: 
port of the Deſmonds in their rebelliam in Muffe 
ſter, ke had a captain's/ common under the land 
Grey of Wilton, to:whom ar that time che nm. 
Spenſer was ſecretary; but the chief fervices which: - 
captain Raleigb performed, were bnder Thomas 
_ cat of Ormond, governor of Munſter. lei un- 
prized chr Iriſh Kerns at Ramile, and having in- 
eloſeck them, took every rebel -upor the fpotpowhe - 
did not fall in the confli;' Among the priſoners 
there Was one laden with Withiez, wWe baing 
1 e what he K irtended to haue done wich thems 
2 y- anfwered, te have bang up the Egli 
Charles 1 upon which: Raleigh ordered —— 6 
immediately diſpatched in chat mannes, and che 
ceſt of the robbers and murdenen ts! be periſhed — 
nd g for Eng in the fpringiof the 
e e eee eee 
do captain Rakiph ; in which het behaved) wun 
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# 8 journies N and compoſe = 
HP ede but the chief place of their reſidence 


* was Cork, and after Gouch bad cut off Sir John 


Deſmond, bro to the carl of Deſmond, 
who was at the head of the-rebellion, be left the 
government of chat city to Raleigh whoſe com- 
pan being not long after disba ed. upon the 
reduction of that earl, the flaughter of is bro- 
ther, and the ſubmiſſion of Barry, he returned to 
England. The Lord Deputy Grey having xeſign- 
| ed chad ſword: in Ireland towards the end o — u- 
guſt, r582;:the diſpute between him and 0 i 
upon reaſons which are variouſly aſſigned 0 — 
rent writers, was brought to a; hearing het re the 


| | ? council table in England, where the latter fi upport- | 


ed his: cauſe with ſuch abilities as procured him 
the good opinion both of her Majeſty, ànd She 
Lords of the Council, and this, added. to the 
2 the earl of Leiceſter,” is ſuppoſed to 
| one conſiderable occaſion; of his — 2 
2: h it did not immediately take place, nor 
| Wo hopes of it- reſtrain him from a ſe- 
cond expedition with his brother Sir Humphry 
Gilbert o Newfoundland, for which. he built a 
ſhip of 200 tons called The Bark Raleigh, and 


x furniſhed it compleatly for the voy: e, in which 


he reſolred to attend his brother às his Vice-Ad- 
miral. That fleet departed from Plymouth the 13th 


of — 1883, but after it had Horm: er 


days at ſea, à co 7 — 


ed che whole crew o 


a 


Nati I obli 


him to return to that port; however by this iged 


dent, he eſcaped the misfortune of that expediti- 
on; for aſter Sir Humphry had taken poſſeſlion of 
Newfoundland, in the right ef the crow of Eng- 
, 8 noth lands to every man « PR. 
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Sir WALTER RALEIGH. 183 
pany, and ſailed three hundred leagues in the 
voyage home with full hopes of the Queen's al- 
ſiftance to fit out a fleet 5 yours he unſortu- 
nately periſhed ; for venturing raſhly in a frigate 
of but ten tons, he was on the ninth of Septem- 
ber that year at midnight ſwallowed up in an high 

ſra, another veſſel d' the ſame” fate, and 
even the reft returned not without hazard 

and loſs I: but this ill ſuctceſs could not divert 


Raleigh om purſuing a ſcheme of ſuch Impor-- | 5 


tance to bis country as thoſe diſcoveries in North 
„ 18 He drew up an nt of the advan- 
of ſuch à deſign, and che means of proſe- 
5 it, Which he laid hefore the Queen and 
Council: Who were ſo well fatisfied witk the pro- 

_ bability of ſacceſs, that on the 2 5th of March, 1585 
der Maje anted him letters patent; in favour | 
of his Oe e containing free as to diſcover 
ſuch remote heathen and barbarous ands, as were . 


| . . | not actually poſſeſſed” by any Chiftian prince, nor : 


inhabited by Chriſtian. people. Immediately upon 
this grant, Raleigh choſe two able and experienced 
captains, and furniſhed them with two veifels fitted 
out at his own expence, with ſuch expedition that 
on the 27th of April follewing they ſet fail for 
tte Weſt of England, taking their courſe by tb 
Canary Iſlands, where they arrived on the 16th 
of May, towards che Weſt Indies; ; and that being 
in thoſe days the beſt and moſt frequented rout 
b. eve ey, 1 by the S INands in 
the repos Mev June, and reached the Gulph of 
Floride, on the 2d of July, ' failing along the ſhore 


about one hundred and 2 — miles before they .. 


could find a convenient harbour. At laſt they - 
 debarked ina very low land, Which proved tobe 
a2 iſland called Wohokeri; an: after taking bre. 
- HT © N. 2 2 2 e * hob 
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5 correſpondence mA the native. Indians, 
who. ſupplied them, with a. ol Rag 3. of fiſh 
2 aud. gave them furs erik ins in 
exchange for. trifles. Thus AY na- 
tives, eight of the. company * a / went up 
2 river Occaug twenty miles, and next day in the 
evening they dame to an, uland called R | 
which was but. ſeven. leagues from the place where 
their ſhips. lay, Here they found the refidence * 
I — chief, whoſe. name was Grangami 
—— houſe conſiſted of ing apartments; bui 
| of Cedar, fortified, round with, harp. pieces of tim- 
ber: His wife came out to them, and ordered. the 
people. to carry them fram the boat, on their backs, 
and ſhewed them many. other civilities. They con- 


5 En their intercourſe with the natives for ſome 


time, ſtill viewing the ſitnation of the adjacent 

country, and after hayi 3 obtained the beſt er- 

mation they could of po, yup ber and ſtrength of 
Indian nations in tha e ous be - 
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85 out his own fleet of ſeven ſail for that country, un- 
der the command of his couſin; Sir Richard Green- 
ville; who after having viſited the country, left 


Sir WALTER RALEIGH, 285 
patent for diſcoveries, ſne granted him;about the ſame 
out the kingdom, which was in all probability ve+ 
with the uni verſity of Cambridge, which had oppoſed 


one Keymer, whom he had lieenſed to ſell wine there; 


* 


| of dhe largeſt pootions; conuig 
acres in the connties of Cork and Waterford; with 


| the other grantees were abliged VIA iE K. | 
In the Fear 1586 wel find our author fo highl © IN 


contrary to the privileges of that univerſity. ß. 
The parliament being prorogued, Raleigh, in- 


behind him an hundred and ſeven perſons to ſettle a 


colony at Roanah; in his return to England, he 


took a Spaniſh prize worth 56000 I. but this was not 


the only circumſtance of good fortune which hap» = 


Ireland being no fapprefied;.aud tha forfeited lands 


hack been inſtrumental — 9 — of 
that country a her Majeſty grantad him one 
ing of twelve thouſand 


* 


certain privileges and immunities, | 
of planting and improving . fame, to 


which 


advanced in the Queen's favsur, ſo extremely po- 


pular on account of his patronageè of learned men, ? 


and the ative ſpirit ha exerted in buſineſs, that her 


to —_— 1 WhO 
him in merit; andieventhe earl of Leiceſter himſelf; 


wh bal formerly) kran din Pro Parten Dear 
; in oppoſi 


his nephew the young earbof Bſſen. The Come 
likewiſe 


tion to him; 


19h. 


took the: liberty to reſſect upon Ra- 


iel to ü | leigh 3 


* 


time, a power to licenſe the vendingof wines through 


ry lucrative to him; but it engaged him in a diſpute 


© divided into Signiories, among thoſe prineipail wha - 


Majeſty made him ſeneſchal in the dutehy of Corn - 
wall. But theſe diſtinctions incurred; the uſuab ef- 
ferment; and expoſed Sir Waller 


* 
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leigh's power, and influence upon che Queen; which 
her Majeſty reſented ſo highly as to forbid Tarleton, 
the molt celebrated actor of that age, from approach- 7 


ing her preſence. 


Raleigh, ſollicitous for the proſperity of the. plan- | 
tation in Virginia, ſent out new ſupphes from time 
to time, ſome of whom were obliged to return home; 
and 225 general alarm on over the all thin on ac- 
count the "pag in — rn 8 into 
diſorder. [ 1 
About the i of the year 1587 hen was riſe 
to the 3 of captain of her majeſty's 
Which he hel together with the place of lor War- 
den of the Stannaries, and lieutenant- general of tbe 
county of Cornwall. From this time till the year 
1504, we find Sir Walter continually engaged in pro- 
n expeditions;ſending/ſuccours to colomes 


ſummate addreſs. 


In the year 1 5937 we ind Father Parſons the Jofuit 
ng him With no leſs a crime, thaff atheiſm, 


25 11 chargi 
aud that he Bad "founded a ſchool in which he 


taught atheiſtical principles, and had made a 


| great many young pentlemen converts to them; the 


moſt conſiderable authority to countenance the ſuſ- 


picions of Sir Walter's religion, is that of Archbiſhop 
Abbot, Who im a letter dated at Lambeth, addreſſed 
to Sir Thomas Roe, then an ambaſſador at the Mo- 
gul's court, expreſsly charges Sir Walter with 
doubting God's being and omnipotence “; but it is 
highly - probable Sir Walter's opinions might be 
miſrepreſented” hy his enemies; or wrong concluſi- 
ons drawn from thoſe which he maintained; and 
it would be a ſhocking injuſtice: to the memory 
of ſo great a man to ſuſpect him of irreligion, 
whoſe writings contain not the leaſt trace of it, 
and whoſe Hiſtory of the World i in * 
vneheghe of real and genuine piety. 
2 ſa of his favour with "6 | LA hefell un- 
709101 "370: [IS ORR ; 
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ed the unknown country, that he made-greaterprogreſs' 
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Sir WALTER RALEIGH, 187 
der her majeſty's diſpleaſure, for being enamoured 
of Mrs. Elizabeth Throgmorton, one of the Queen's 


maids of honour, whom he debauched; and 'fuch 


it ſeems was the chaſtity of the e times, that a frailty of 
that ſort was looked upon as the higheſt offence 
Her Majeſty was ſo exaſperated, that ſhe command- 
ed him to be confined ſeveral months, and after 
his enlargement forbid him the court, whence the 


poor lady was likewiſe diſmiſſed from her attendance 
about the maiden queen, who appeared in this caſe” 


the champion of virginity. Sir Walter ſoon made 
her an honourable reparation by marriage, and they 


were both examples of conjugal affe&tionandfidelity.” 
During the time our author continued under her ma- 
jeſty's diſpleaſure for this offence, he projected the' 
diſcovery of the rich and extenſive empire of Gui- 
ana, in the ſouth of America, which the Spaniards 


had then viſited, and to that day had never conquered. 
eee eee 
lating to it, he ſent an old officer to take a view of 


the coaſt, Who returned che year following with a 


very favourable account of the riches of the country, 


which he had received from ſome of the principal If 


Caſſiques upon the borders of it. ; This determined 


* 


Raleigh's feſolution, who provided à ſquad ron 
of ſhips at a very great expence? and the lord 


high admiral Howard, and Sir Robert Cecil con- 
ceived ſo gdod an opinion of the deſign, that both 
tempt; and ich no great number of ſnips ſo far explor· 


in a few months than theSpaniards had done for many 
years, and having ſatisfied himſelf of the certainty 
of the gold mines of the country, he returned home” 


with hondur and riches the latter end of the ſumnier 
1595, and in the year following publiſhed im quarto 
An Account of the Voyage and ifcoveries, dedicated 


to Jord admiral Howard and Sir Robert Cecil. 
The next year Sir Walter was ſo far reſtored to 
an Ko 4 0 34 . 8 We,” 7 
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the "ha 3 that he was 3 in bn 
portant and ſucceſsful expedition to Cadiz, in which” 
the earl of Eſſex and lord admiral Howard were 
joint commanders, and Raleigh of the council of 

war, and one of the admira L In this, as in all 


5 his other expeditions, he behaved with equal con- 


duct and courage. After his return from the ſucceſs- 
ful expedition under the earl of Eſſex, he promoted 


a xeconciliation between that nobleman and ſecretary 


Cecil, in. conſequence of which he was himſelf fully 


1 reinſtated in the Queen's favour, and had the com- | 


mand of captain of the guard reſtored to him with 
9 marks of her forgiveneſs. - 

In 1597 he was employed in the iland voyage : as: 

iral, . the earl of Eſſex having the chief 

0 OY and the lord Thomas Howard the poſt 

of vice: admiral. The deſign of it was to defeat and 


daſtroꝝ at Ferol, as well as in che other ports of the 


enemy, the Spaniſh fleet intended for a new expedi- 
tion againſt England and. Ireland; and to ſeize up- 
3 — — fleets. of treaſure, as they ſhould meet 
with belooging ws. th! king of Spain; to con- 
7, reſtrain, and _guriſan, moſt 4 the Iſles of 
Azotes,, and; eſpecially. the Terceras. But the 

ſucceſs of this expedition did not aufwer, the great - 
neſs of the Preparations ſor it; the jealouſy of the 
earl of. Eſſex the commander, obſtrutling the 
ſervices which Sir Walter's abilities might otherwiſe 
have performed. In the council of war, which was 
held before the iſle of. Flores, it was reſolved: that 


the general and Sir Walter ſhould. jointly: attack the 


iſland- of Fyal; where the latter Waited ſeven. days 
ſor his lordſhip, and hearing nothing of him, cal. 
led a council of war, in Which it Was determined 
_ that Raleigh ſhould attempt the town himſelf, which 

he did with aſtoniſſing brav — ts ſucceſs. Eſſex 
: —̃ —H of the hanour oß taking Fyal, 
Was exaſperated. to ſuch; a degree, that he broke 
ſome of the, e en * i 
— 3400 | | gallantry 


— 
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- eallantry _ Raleigh, and ſome of 516 ſyco- 
: phants alledged that Raleip h himſelf deſerved to ole 
his heat for breach of ales in landing without his 

tordfhips orders. Upon their return to, England the 

* efideayoured to trans fer the miſcarriages of the 


expedition upon Raleigh, and gained to his fide te 


populace, 'whom Sir Valter never courted," and 
"whoſe patronage he ſcorned ; but the Queen herſelf - 
was not well pleaſed with the earl's conduct, fince 
it was Judged} he might have done more than he did; 

and his proceedings 4gainſt Sir Walter in calling his 
actions to public queſtion, were highly diſap roved“ . 
I we next important tranſaction we find Raleigh - 
eng 1 in, was in 1601, when the unfortunate earl + 
of Eflex, who had calumniated him to the king of 
Scotland, and endeavoured all he could to Make his 
_ intereſt, was ſo ill adviſed by his creatures, as to at- | 
tempt a public inſurrection. Raleigh was active in 


ſuppreffing it: the earl pretended that the cauſe of 


his taking arms was to defend himſelf againſt the 
violence pf his perfonal enemies, the lord Cobham 
and Raleigh having formed a deſign of myurdering 
bim; tho on the other hand it is pretty certain, thaʒt 
Sir Ferdinand Gorges, one of the earl accomplices, - 
afterwards accuſed Sir Chriſtopher Blount, another 
of chem, for perſuading him to kill, or at leaſt ap- 
pPrehend, Sir Walter; which Gorges, refuſing, Blount | 
difcharg ed four Mots after him in a boat. Blount 
A this, and at the time of his execution 
afked Sir Walter forgiveneſs for it; which he readily 
83 the earl garifoned tis houſe, 
Walter was one. of thoſe. who . inveſted it, an 
when his lordſhip was brought to his trial, he wit] 
Forty of the queens guard was preſent upon duty, + 
and was likewiſe. examined e to a cohfE- 


9 which he had upon dhe T "hames Loo! 
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the 3 with Sir Ferdinando "MM At 
"the execution of Eſſex, ſix days after, in the Tower, 
Raleigh attended, probably in his charaRter, of cap- 
tain of the guard, and ſtood near the ſcaffold — 
he might the better anſwer if Eſſex ſhould be 
defirous of ſpeaking to him, but retired before the 
Earl's execution, becauſe the people ſeemed to take 
his appearance there in a wrong light; tho' he 
afterwards repented of it, as the earl expreſſed an 
inclination to ſee and ſpeak with him. before his 
death, which was in all probability to have aſked 
| Raleigh's - forgiveneſs for having traduced, and ca-. 
_— him in order to colour his own raſh 
ns 
In 1602 our author ſold his. eſtate in Ireland, to 
Mr. Boyle, afterwards carl of Cork, and. about Mid- 
. ſummer he ſettled his eſtate of Sherbone on his ſon 
Walter, on account of a challenge which he had re- 
2 from Sir Amias Preſton, who had been 
hted at Cadiz by the earl of Eſſex; which 
chulles e Sir Walter intended to accept, and ther=- 
fore diſpoſed his affairs in proper order. The cauſe 
of their quarrel does not appear, but they were af- 
terwards reconciled. witheut proceeding to a duel“. 
The death of Queen Elizabeth on the 24th of 
1 1602-3 proved .a great misfortune to Ra- 
leigh ; ames her ſucceſſor havin og Fog prejudiced 
againſt by the earl of Eſſex, who infinuated that 


| 3 aeg, was no friend to his ſucceſſion, nor had any 
K ar 


for his family. And theſe prejudices were 
hei © htened by ſecretary Cecil in his private corceſ- 
ondence with that puſilanimous 2 prince, be- 
5 he N the Throne of 72 55 7 U th _ 
immediate y upon that event; for tho“ Raleig 
[Cecil had 5 againſt Eſex, yet after; the ruin of 
that earl and his party, their ſeeming e 
d in a mutual ggle for a eee of 
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Sir WRLTER RALEIGH. 191 
power. But there is another important cauſe 0 - 
33 8 diſguſt to Sir Walter, which is, that he, lord 
Tobham, and Sir John Forteſcue, would have ob⸗ 
liged the king to articles before he was admitted to 
the throne, and that the number of his countrymen 
| ſhould be limitted; which added to the eircumſtance 
of Sir Walter's zeal to take off his mother, inſpired 
bis majeſty with a confirmed averſion to him; aud 
indeed the tragical end of the queen of Scots is, per- 
haps, the greateſt error with which the annals of that 
glorious reign is ſtained. Raleigh in vain endeavour- 
ed to gain the affection of the new king, which he 
attempted- by transfering on ſecretary Cecil the blood 
of the earl of Eſſex, as well as that of his royal mo- 
ther ; but this attempt to ſecure the affections of 
a weak prince, ended in his ruin, for it me 
aſperated Cecil the more againſt him; and as 
Sir Walter was of an active martial genius, the ki 
who was a lover of peace, and a natural he king, 
was affraid that ſo military à man would involve 
him in a war, which he hated above all things in the 
world. Our author was ſoon removed from his com- 
mand as captain of the guard, which was. beſtowed 
upon Sir Thomas Erſkin, his majeſty's favourite a8 
well as countryman , the predeceſſor to the carl 
of Mar, whoſe actions, eee ee, eee, 
are recent in every one's memo 5 
Not long after his majeſty's a aſcending. the throne 
of England, Sir Walter was charged with a plot a- 
gainſt the king and royal family; but no clear e- 


1 Menge bar ever. 5 iced that Raleigh had any 


concern in it. Tue plot was to have ſurprized the 
king and court, to have ereated commotions in Scot- 
animated the diſeontented in het En L; 1 $2pd; and ade 5 
vanced Arabella Stuart, eouſin to 1 | 
throne;.': Arabella was the daughter oi hare 


* younger 3 
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ſon to the dube of Lenox: She was aſterwards 
married to William Seymour, ſon to lord Beau- - 


champ, and grandſen t the'earl of Hereford 4 anßgd 


both were confined — preſumption of marrying 
withont his 1 egen, Roe From which they 
made their * =4 in retaken. Lady 
Arabella died © grief, r. Seymour lived to 
| ee get ene paler e f. Raleigh per- 
fiſted an av.ing dis igneranee of the plot, and when 
be came to His trial, ke behaved himſelf fo pru- 
dex ; and-defonded himiſel de fo euch force, 
that thi minds che people ent, who were - 
rr fiſt exaſperated againſt — Pere 
the ſevereſt hatred to che tendereſt pity. Notwith- 


„ Randing Sir Walter's *proof that he Was innocent 


de priten withavonderful 


of auy ſuch plot, and that lord Cobham, who 
had once accaſed him had recanted, and f | 
his reeaptation. nor Was ced againſt | im 
face do face, a Pached Ju ry brought him in 
gullt of high 4reaſon. See of death being 
wy pronounced againſt him, he humbly-requeſted that 
the king might de made acquainted-with che proofs 
| upon which he was caſt. He accompanied the She 
iity, tho' in 
_ a\manner ſuited to his unhappy Atustion. ' Raleigh | 
Vas legt near a month at Wincheſter indail e- 
tation of death, and in a very "pathetic letter wrote 
his aſt words co big wile-the night before he cxpec- 
teil to ſuffer *, in Which hethbped his blood would 
Addench their malice who had murdered him, and 
EE, prayec d Gee for; his perſetutors, and accuſers. 


| rarrunt fer the execution of the 
55 -C ndGrey; and Sir Griffin Markham, 
hs Wee Sui ich 9 ys lord Cecil, to for- 

dear Bir Walter for che Preſcnt, til} lord Cobham's 


0 18745 1 191 * ho. n would make 


ham was At brought 


l "= Ralcig's reins vo p. 188. Et 5 
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Sir WIA H. 
upon che ſcaffold, and when he was on his knees, 
ready do receive the blow of the ax, the 2 
of the bedchamber produced *b the ſheriff his m3- 
jeſty's warranetoſtop'the execution: and Markham 
was ctold that he muſt withdraw a while into the hall 
to be confronted by the Lords.” Then Lotd Grey 
was brought forth, and having poured out his pray- 
ers and confeſſion, was likew.fe called aſide, and 

laſtly Lord Cobham was expoſed in the fame, 
manner, and performed his devotions, though We 
do not Hind that he ſaid dne word of his guilt or” 
Innocence, or charged Raleigh with having inſtj. 

gated him; all which © circumſtances ſeem moſe 
chan ſefficient to wipe off from the memory of RA 
leigh the leaſt faſpicion of any plot againſt James's 
perſon or government, rn. 
- He was remanded to the Tower of London 
with the reſt of the priſoners, of whom Markham 
_ afterwards obtained his liberty, and'travelled 405034. | 


Lord Gtey of Wilton died in the Tower ; Lord © 


Cobham was conſined there many years, during j 
which, it is faid, he was examined by the King in re- 
lation to Raleigh, and entirely cleared him; he * 
terwards died in the loweft circumſtances of diſtreſs. 
ww 8 following a grant was rely i 
by the King'of all the goods and chattels forfeited 
by Sin Waher's conviftion to the  traffecs of his 
_ appointing” for the "benefit of his creditors, la- 
dy and children. After 12 years confinement | 
in the Tower, in March 1615 he was releaſed 
out of it, by the interpoſſtion of the favourite 
Buckingham; but before he quitted that place he 
ſaw the earl of Somerſet committed there for the 
murder ef Sir Thomas Overbury, and 1 
condemned, which occafioned Sir Walter to com- 


Pare his own caſe with that of the carl's, and 

to mark, That the whole Hiſtory of the World 
© had net the like precedent. of à King's priſon- 

er to purchaſe freedum, and his boſom favourite 


— 


% The Erejziof 7 
© to have the halter, but in ſcripture, in the caſe 
of Mordecai and Haman; on hearing which, 
the King is ſaid to have replied, that Raleigh 
might die in that deceit, which aſterwards proved 
true, for the King pardoned the infamous Somer- 
Net, a murderer, and executed Raleigh, a brave and 
an honeſt man, equally. to the aſtoniſhment. of the 
World. Sir Walter being now at large, had the 
; means of proſecuting. his old ſcheme of | ſettling 
Guiana, which he had ſo much at heart, that 
; even during his, impriſonment, he held a con- 
tlant correipondence with that country, ſending 
thither every year, or every ſecond year, a ſhip, to 
keep the Indians. in hopes of being relieved from 
the tyranny of the Spaniards, Who had again en- 
croached upon them, and maſſacred many, both of 
the inhabitants and of Raleigh's men. In theſe ſhips 
were brought ſeveral natives of the country, with 
whom he Sonverſed in the Tower, and obtained all 
poſhbie informations concerning it; Upon ſuch in. 
\ formations he offered his ſcheme for proſecuting his 
a diſcovery to the court before he undertock it in per- 
on: nor. were there any. doubts either as to the 
iümprobability of the dehgn, - or its unlawfulneſs, 
*notwithſtanding the peace made with Spain, other- 
Wiſe the King would not have made ſuch grants as 
he did, even at that time, Which, ſhews that he 
Was then convinced, thz Sir Walter, had in his firſt 
. and taken poſſeſſion of chat coun- 
try for the crown of 10 and conſequently 
"that his ſubjeQs were jullly intitled to any bene- 
Fs that might ariſe from its diſcovery, without 
the leaſt reſpect to the pretenſions of the Spa- 
niards: Beiides, when Sir Walter fixſt- moved 
the court upon this ſubject, the Spaniſn match 
. „ E "Ok ; a 
Was not thought of, and the King's neceſſities 
being then ver brelung⸗ he may be preſumed to 
great 


have conceivec pes from that diſcovery, 


: 


tough he might afterwards change his opinion, 
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hen he grew ſo unreaſonably fond of that match. 


RK In 1616 he obtained a royal commiſſion to ſettle. 
L Guiana at the expence of himſelf and his friends; 
ü he was appointed General, and Commander in 
. Chief of this enterprize, and Governor of the 
b new country, which he was to ſettle with ample 


authority; a power was granted him too, of exer- 
ciſing martial law in ſuch a manner as the King's 
Lieutenant General by ſea or land, or any Lieu- 
tenants of the counties of England had. Theſe 
powers ſeem to imply a virtual pardon to Raleigh, 
and perhaps made him leſs ſolicitous for an actual 
one. Meantime Gondemar the Spaniſh ambaſſa. 
dor, by his addreſs, vivacity, and flattering the 
' humours of James, had gained a great aſcendency 
over him, and began to make a great clamour a- 
bout Raleigh's preparations, and from that mo- 
ment formed ſchemes of deſtroying him. The 
whole expence of this expedition was defrayed by 
Raleigh and his friends; the fleet conſiſted of about 
ſeven ſail... On the 17th of November, 1617, they ' 
came in fight of Guiana, and ſoon after to an- 
chor, in five degrees off the river Caliana, where 
they remained till the 4th-of December. Raleigh 
Was received with great joy by the Indians, wo 
not only aſſiſted him with proviſions, and every 
thing elſe in their power, but offered him the ſo- 
vereignty of their country if he- would ſettle a- 
mongſt them, which he declined to accept ||. His 
extreme ſickneſs for ſix weeks prevented him from 
undertaking the diſcovery of the mines in perſun, 
and was obliged to depute captain Keymis to that 
ſervice; and accordingly on the 4th of December, 
ordered five ſmall ſhips. to fail into the river Oro- 
noque. When they landed, they found a Spaniſh _ 
_- garriſon between them and the mine, which ſally- 
ing out unexpeRedly, put them in confuſion, -and 


V Letter to his lady from Caliana, November 14, 1617. 
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bimſeif to the mercy of the court, he formed a de- 


the 16th of Auguſt, cDmmitted: to the Tower; but 
tho' his death ſeemed abſolutely determined, yet it 


8 of Fon," . we $a "thatat has juſtly 


ed at London, where he was confined in his own 2 


Ie LIE Uf 


gave them battle. In this conflict young Raleigh 
Was killed, and by a fatal miſtake, — 4 Ke js 
did not ptove the mine, but burnt and pl 
the Spaniſh garriſon, and ſound amongſt the ca — 
ngr's papers one, Which informed him, that Raleigh's 
expedition had been N and 2925 hen to 
be ſacriſiced to the 8 Upon Keymis's un- 
ſuceeſs ful attempt, Raleigh ſharply rebuked him 
for his miſtake, and a deviation frem his orders, 
which ſo much affected that eapta n, that he ſhot 
himſelf in his own cabbin, and finding the woune 
not mortal, he ſiniſned his deſign by à long knife 
Wich which he tabbed r the teart. In this 
. diftreſsful ſituation Raleigh returned home, and 
found on his arrival at Plymouth, à declaration 
publiſhed againſt him; at Which he took the alarm, 
and contrived to convey himſelf out of the kingdom 
in a veſſel bired for that purpoſe by an old Sar of 
his ; but changing his opinion in that reſpect, 
he proceeded in has: journey to London. 

Vet thinking it proper to gain time for the 
appeaſing his majeſty, by the afiſtance of one 
Maneuric a French quack, he counterfeited fick- 
neſs Yor ſeveral days, during which he wrote his 

- apology. However on the 7th of Auguſt he arriv- 


heuſe; but having fill good reaſons. not to truſt 


ſign to eſeape into France, Which Sir Lewis Stack- 
ley, who was privy to, and:encouraged it, diſco- 
vered, and Sir Walter being ſeized in a boat upon 
the river below Woolwich, was a ſecond time, on 


ſeemed difficult to find a method of accompliſhing 
it, ſince his conduct in the late expedition could not 
be ſtretehed in law to ſuch a ſentence. It was re- 
ſolved therefore, to ſacrifice him to the reſentment 


_ 
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expoſed the conduct of the court to the indignation | 
of all facceeaing ages, and tranſmitted the puſilla- 
nimous monarch with infamy to poſterity. They 
- ealled him down to judgment upon his former ſen- 
tonce paſſed fifteen years. before, which they: were 
not then aſhamed to execute. A privy ſeal was ſent 


to the judges to order immediate execution, on which - 


a conferenee was held: Friday the 24th o Oct. 1688, 
between all the judges of Kngland, concerning tho 
manner,. how priſoners: who have been. atraint- 


ed of treaſon and ſet at liberty, ſhould be brought 5 


to execution. In conſec of their reſalution, a 
privy ſeal came to the King's-Bench, commanding 
that court to proceed againſt Sin Walter according 


t law, who. — * notice: of: the coun 
e himſelf for. death ; and om Wedaeks - 


cit to 
day the 28th: af thas 
. was taken out of bad in the hot fit of an.agus, 

carried to the King's-Bench, Meſtminſten, where 


month, at 80 clock in che morna - 


_ execution: was. awarded againſt him The nexe | 
ee 


morning, the wn 
_ mayar's inauguration, a ſblemnit never perla 
teaded: beforetuirh = rablie embcotion,.. Sin Wi : 
was conducted by the ſhards: of — torts 1 
Old: Palac Yard in Weſtminſter, where mountiy 


—_ 


_ the ſc he behaved with the: moſt undzunt 
ſpivit,, and cheerfalngs; Fh bahnen 
af Saliſbury ( Tehen )- 22 at: tha hero's 


latin g'wih him-up 5 


| favwhich-he bled God, 
_ anc a8. to the! manner of 10. the” to: others it might 


than in aoning fives, 2 
ſervatiom of Shakceſpear, dab alk heroge have a con- 


pt en; 


tempt of death; which be puts in the-mourh of Julius 
Cafar when his iciends nn going to : 
1 1 „ 
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EL _ Cowards die many 2a time- before their deaths, | 
The valiant never taſte of death but once. 
Of all the wonders, I have heard of yet, 
It 8 5 to me moſt ſtrange, that men ſhould 
| fear, ö [Ss 
Seeing that death, the neceſſary end, 
Will come, when it will come. - 


Sir Walter eat his breakfaſt that morning, ſmoak- 
ed his pipe, and made no more of death, than if he 
had been to take a journey. On the ſcaffold he 
converſed freely with the Earl of Arundel and others 
the nobility, and vindicated himſelf from two 
_ kuſpicions ; the firſt, of entering into a confederacy 
with France; the ſecond, of ſpeaking diſloyally of 
his Majeſty. He cleared himſelf likewiſe of the 
ſuſpicion of having perſecuted the Earl of Eſſex, 
or of inſulting him at his death. He concluded 
with defiring the good people to join with him in 
Prayer, to that great God of Heaven, whom (ſays 
he) I have grievoully offended, being a man full 
« of vanity, Who has ved a ſinful life, in ſuch 
N s callings as have been moſt inducing to it: For 1 
have been a ſoldier, a faillor, a courtier ; 
* which are courſes of wickedneſs. and vice.” The 
proclamation being made that all men ſhould de- 
part the ſcaffold, he prepared himſelf for death, 
gave away his hat and cap, and money to ſome 
attendants that ſtood near him. When he took leave 
of the lords, and other gentlemen that ſtood near 
dim. he entreated the Lord Arundel to prevail with 
the Kirg, that no ſcandalous writings to defame him, 
ſnc uld be publiſhed after his death; concluding, © I 
_ _ 4% have à long journey. to go, and therefore will 
| take my leave.” Then having put off his gown 
| and doublet, he called to the executioner to ſhew 
him the axe, which not being 5 aan done; he 
ſaid, I pray thee let me ſee it; don't ro 
5 ä 56 thi ® 
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1 think I:am afraid of it; and having it in his 
hands he felt along the edge of it, and ſmiling, 


ſaid to the ſheriff; 


« but it is a phyſician, for all diſeaſes.” 


<6 This is A ſharp medicine, 


The ex--- 


ecutioner kneeling down and aſking him forgivenels, 
Sir Walter laying his hand upon his ſhoulder grant- 


ed it; and bein 


himſelf on the b 
« be right, it is no matter which way the head lies. 
His lead was ſtruck off at two blows,: his body ne- 
ver ſhrinking nor moving. His head was ſhewn en 


each 


fide. o 


$4 


asked which way he would laß 
ck, he anſwered, “ So the heart 


the ſcaffold, and then put into a red 


leather bag, and with his velvet night-gown thrown 


23 W. 


RH 


afterwards; conveyed away in a mourning 


his lady 446 body was. interred in the 
1 of St. Margaret + Church, Weſtminſter, but 


his head \ was long preſerved in a caſe by his widow, - 


who ſurvived him twenty- years. 


1 


Thus fell Sir Walter Raleigh in the 66th year of 
his age, a ſacrifice to a contemptible adminiſtration. 
and the reſentment of a, mean prince; A man of ſo 
great abilities, 
reign. proc uce 


combt 


had 


mation 


he live 


t, nei 


his 


| of almoſt e ey 
was the ſoldier , ſtateſmen, an, 
8 the 


would have made a 


ſwor 


be omitted, 


and the pe 


equal. 


that e the preceding 


charatter was 1 


ae uali My 
4 {hol aua, a 


eroes of 


ar united, an 


antiquity, ] 


juſt parallel to Cxſar, an 
Xenophon, like, den deing equal maſter of "<P 


| One circumſtance 
SER in a life ſo, full of. 


muſt not 
tion as 


his, is ſomewhat extraordinary, viz. t. at Whe- 


ther he was of 


ſactions, bio 58 
ver failed to Jedi 


ter of all knowle 
n, SE 


arduous 


board. his <:ſhips .. 


et e 


** 


5 


1 


, 


in Court, tran- 


leaſure, he ne- 


four hours ever 5 
day to ſtudy, b) "which, e became fo, much Ty D 


„and , was "enabled, as a poer 


th. 2 e the world Fg 


wk # 
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155 his priſon-hours +. As the e 17 Net 
blackens but his King, ſo his memory will be 
ever dear to the lovers of learning, ard of their 


country: and tho' he makes not a very great fi. 


 gure as 2 poet, having buſineſs of greater im- 


Pertance continually upon his hands; yet it 


would have been an unpardonable n ligence to 
omit him, as He does honour to the 18. oh 
ſerves all the encomiums an boneſt mind can give, 


and de- 


or the moſt maſterly peu beſtow; and it were to 
be wiſhed ſome man of eminent talents, whoſe 


genius is turned to biography, (of ſuch at preſent. 


we are not deſtitute) would 3 the life of 


this hero; and by pk pen and natural re. 
flewiont with! the, incide ey occur, not a 


lime inſtruct and delight 2 — ceuntrymen; as Ra 
leigt life is! the e an at. 


| N n in. 
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Orders to be obſerved by die i of 


the fleets and land companies, under the conduct 


of Sir Walter Raleigh, hgund' for tle South parts 


of America; ae ae'Plymonth zd May 1677. 


Advice of 2 Loving Son to 15 Aged 
"ABrief Relatowef Sir Walter Raleigh's Troubles; 


The Nuti 


5 Father. 


With the taking away the lands and caftle. of Sher- 
burn from bim and his heirs, which were e 
to the Earl of Briſtol. 3 Ih 


ETIES 
&- 


"Maxims of State 
be Prerogatives of ue, 
"The Cabinet Council ; pom: he Arts of 


Empires and Myſteries" of State. 


A Diſcourſe touching a Marriage between Prince 


Henry of England, and a Daughter of Savoy. 


A Diſcourfe touching a War with 8 ain and of 
Netherlands, Ie 


: 
-- * 
» 5 * 


Themrfon. - 
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| Cauſe of natural, arbitrary, neceſſary, and unnatu- 
N ral War. 


A Diſcourſe of the inventions of, Skips, Anchors, 


and Compaſs, 


Qbſeryations concerning th the Royal N avy, and 5 


Sea ſervice. To Prince 


Obſervations touehing Trade and Commerce with Fl 


the Hollanders and other Nations. 

A Voyage for the Difcoyery of Gujana, 
An Apology for the Voyage to Guiana. 
A Letter to Lord Carew touching Guiana. 


An Introduction to a Breviary the Hiftory of © 


Fog and; withche Reignof William the Conqueror. 
he Seat of Government. 


Obſervations on the Cauſes of the n 0 


and Opulence of Cities. is 

_ The Sceptic. rn ?! 
Inſtructions to his yo; 5 e ee 
Letters. c 
Poems. 


* -F ſhall give a ſpeci 


An a Piece called the Vil of the Veen. 


Methought I fawe the ere where Laura lay; 


Within that templo, the veſtal flame, 


Was wont to burne: and paſſing by that way, ; 


To ſee that buried duſt of living fame, 


Whole tombe fair love, and fairer virtue kept, . Hg 


All ſuddenly I ſawe the Fairy Queene : 
At whoſe a elk the. ſoul of Petrarche wept 


And,” from. e Gries wars nat 


For they 3 in whoſe N 
N Oblivion laid him down in Laura's hearſe: | 
Hlereat the hardeſt ſtones were ſeen to bleed, 1 

And rte, of Beg JO 7990 eavens did 
N Ez = 
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A Diſcourſe. of the original and Fundamental 
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#4 Sir Walter's poetry | 


1 N Were 


- 


> The LI Ff 
Where Homer's ſ pright did tremble all for 
| griefe, 75 | % | 
And curſt th' acceſſe of that celeſtial 


But the moſt extraordinary work of Sir Walter's 


* 
* 

43 

* 


is his Hiſtory of the World, compoſed in the Tower; 


— 


it has never been without its admirers; and I ſhall 
cloſe the account'of our author's works, by the ob- 
ſervation of the ingenious author of the Rambler 
upon this hiſtory; 'in a paper in which. he treats of 
Engliſh Hiſtorians, No. -1 22. ——© Raleigh (ſays 
*: he) is deſervedly celebrated for the labour of his 
« reſearches, and the elegance of his ſtile; but he 


© has endeavoured to exert his judgment more 


* than his genius, to ſele& facts, rather than a- 


% dorn them. He has produced a hiſtorical diſ- 


66 ſertation, but has ſeldom riſen to the majeſty 
_ « of hiſtory.” F 
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Dr. Jon Donne, 
XN eminent poet, and divine of the laſt century, 
was born in London in the year 1573. His fa- 


ther was a merchant, deſcended from a very anci- 
ent family in Wales, and his mother from Sir Tho- 


mas More, Chancellor of England. He was educa- 


ted in his father's houſe under a tutor till the 11th 


year of his age, + when he was ſent to Oxford; at 
Which time it was obſerved of him, as of the famous 


Pica Mirandula, that he was rather born wiſe than 
made ſo by ſtudy. He was admitted commoner of 


Harthall, together with his younger brother, in 


T Walton's Life of Donne. : 5 * 
i elm 


— 
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Michaelmas term 1584 *. By advice of 5 
ons, who were Rowan Cee he declined tak- . 
ing the oath tendered upon the occaſion of taking 
degrees. After he had ſtudied three years at the, 
Univerſity, he removed to Cambridge, and from 
thence three years after to Lincoln's-Inn. About 
this time his father died, and left him a portion of 
zoo J. He became ſoon diſtinguiſhed at Lincoln's- 
Inn, by his rapid progreſs in the law. He was now 
eighteen years of age, and as yet had attached hum- 
ſelf to no particular denomination of Chriſtians, and 
as his relations were bigotted to the Romiſh faith, he 
was induced to examine the controverſy, and to em : 
brace publickly that which appeared to him to be 
beſt ſupport by the authority of the ſerip- - : 
- 'tares.- He relinquiſhed the ſtudy of the law, 
and devoted himſelf entirely to that of the con- 
troverted points between the Proteſtants and Catho- 
lics, which ended in a thorough conviftion a -- 
the truths of the reformed religion. +: |; + + 
In the years 1596 and 1597 Mr. Donne attended 
| — Earl of Eſſex in his expeditions againſt Cadiz 
2 the Azores · Iſlands, and ſtayed ſome years in 
| and Spain, and ſoqn after his return to Eng- 
ad he was made ſecretary to lord chancellor 
3 —— This probably was intended by his 
Jordſhap-- only as an introduction to a more 
dignified place 3 for he frequendly. expreſſed a high 
opinion of his ſeeretary's abilities; and when he 
terwards, by the ſollicitation of his lady, parted 
5 with; ham, "4 obſerved that he was fitter to be a 
' ſecretary to a Monarch than to him. When he 
Was in the lord chancellor's family, he martied pri- 
Fately without the conſent of her, father, the 
dauaughter of Sir George More, chancellor of the 
SGarter, and lord lieutenant of the Tower, Who ſo 
5 "_—_ emed his Gpghter's IgE re * 
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24 n Li 
ceonſent, that he procured our author's diſmiſſion from 
the chancellor's ſervice, and got him committed to 
priſon. Sir George's daughter lived in the lord 
cChancellor's famihy, and was niece to his lady. 
Upon Sir George's hearing that his daughter had | 
engaged her heart to Donne, he removed her to his a 
own houſe in Surry, and friends on both ſides 
endeavoured to weaken their affection for each 
ether, but without ſucceſs; for having exchanged 
the moſt ſacred promiſes, they found means to con- 
ſummate — private dure : Eon was not | 
in obtaining his liberty, but was obliged to be | 
= — — a: tedious law-fait to recover the 
_ Poſſeſſion+ of his wife, who: was forcibly. detained 
| from him. At length our poet's extraordinary me- 
rit and winning behavioar ſo far ſubdued Sir George's 
reſentment; that he uſed his intereſt with the Chan- 
cellor to have his ſon- in- law reſtored to his place; 
but this requeſt was fefuſed; his lordſhip obſerving, 
that he did not chuſe to diſcharge and re-· admit ſer- 
Foants at che requeſt of his paſſionate peritioners. Sir 
_ ' George had been ſo far reconciled to his daughter 
and ſon, as not to. denyhis paternal bleſſing, but 
would contribute nothing towards their ſupport, 
Mr. Donne's fortune being greatly diminiſhed by 
the expence of travels, Jaw-ſuits, and the genero- 
ſity of his temper; however his wants were in a 
great meaſure prevented by the ſeaſonable bounty 
of their kinſman Sir Francis Woolley, who enter- 
- tained them ſeveral years at his houſe ar Pilford in 
Surry, where our author had ſeveral children born 
to him. During his refidence at Pilford he applied 
bimſelf with great diligence and fucceſs to the 
ſtady of che civil and canon law, and was about 
- this time ſollicited by Dr. Morton, (aſterwards 
Jord biſnop of Purham) to go into holy Orders, 
and accept of a Benefice the Doctor would have 
reſigned to him; but he thought proper to refuſe 
tis obliging offer. He lived with Sir 8 
A „ ee 
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un that gentleman's death, by whoſe mediation _ 

a perfect reconciliation” was effected between Mr. 
— his father-in-law ; who obliged 
_— author 300}. at 2 certain day 48 his 

s portion, or 204. e Tor” their main- 
MR til it was all paid. 
He was incerporated maſter of arts in the unt 
verſity of Oxfordz having before taken che fame 
at Cambridge Woot ” 
About two years after the reconciliation ich his 


bachen he was prevailed upon with muck- difficult; 


- 


"v3 246+ . I | 5 { 2 


: — Sir Robert Drury to Paris g. Mrs. 


ing then bi 3 child and in a languiſt- 


= N of health, ng foul boad departure, 
telling him, that ber diviting t boaded" ſome iff 
in his abſence; but Sir Roberts importn importunity was not 


do be reſiſted, ant he at laſt conſented to go with 


kim. Mr. Walton gives an account of x viſion 
Mr. Donne had ſeen after their arrival there, which 


ne ſays was told him by a perſon of honour, hin? 


kad a great intimacy with Mr. Donne; and as it 
haus in it ſomething curious enough, T Hall tiers 
preſent it to the reader in that author's own words . 


„Two days after their arrival there, Mr. Donne | 
was left alone in that room in which Sir Robert 


„ and he and ſome other friends had dined toge- 
% ther. To this place Sir Robert returned within 
half an Hour; aud as he left fo he found Mr. 


— p SAAPELs- 


altered as to his Loks, as amazed Sir Robert 
2 behold him; inſomuch that he earneſtly de- 

« fired Mr. Donne to declare what had befalten 
e kim in the ſhort time of his abfence ;3- to Which 
he was not able to make a preſent 2 | 
e hut after à long and perplexed pant did at laſt 
lap have fee” à drendful vifon N 
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% you; I have ſeen my wife paſs twice by me 
. throu this room with her hair hanging about 
% her ſhoulders, and a dead child in her arms. 
* To which Sir Robert replied, ſure Sir, you have 
«« ſlept ſince you ſaw me, and this is the reſult of 
“ ſome melancholy dream, which I deſire you to 
forget, for you are now awake. To which 
« Mr. Donne's- reply was: I cannot be ſurer that 
I now live, than that I have not ſlept ſince I 
% faw you; and am as ſure that at her ſecond ap- 
% pearing ſhe ſtopt and looked me in the face and 
„ yaniſhed.” Reſt and ſleep had not altered Mr. 
Donnc's opinion next day, for then he confirmed his 
viſion with ſo deliberate a confidence, that he in- 
clined Sir Robert to a faint belief that the viſion 
was true. It is an obſervation, that deſire and doubt 
3 have no reſt, for he immediately ſent a ſervant to 
8 Drury-Houſe, with a charge to haſten back and 
bring him word © whether Mrs. Donne was dead or 
e alive, and if alive in what condition ſhe was as to 
, her health.“ Ihe twelfth day the meſſenger re- 
turned with this account; ** that he found and. left 
% Mrs. Donne very ſad and ſick in her bed; and 
that after a long and dangerous labour ſhe had 
been delivered of a dead child, and upon exami- 1 
< nation the birth proved to be on the ſame day, S a 
_ - ©. and about the very hour Mr. Donne' affirmed he 
„ ſaw. her paſs by him in his chamber. After 
Donne's return from France, many of the nobility 
preſſed the King to confer ſome ſecular employment 
upon him; but his Majeſty, who conſidered him as 
better qualified for the ſervice of the church than the 
N tate, rejected their requeſts, tho' the Earl of Somer- 
ſet, then the great. favourite, joined in petitioning 
for his pr-ferment. About this time the diſputes 
,concerning the oaths of allegiance and fupremacy 
being :gitated, Mr. Donne by his Majeſty's ſpecial 
command, wrote a treatiſe on that ſubject, entitled, 
Pſeudo Martyr, printed in 4to, 1610, with which his 
e Auge 
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Dr. JOHN: DONNE.. 20% 
his Majeſty was highly pleaſed, and being firmly - 
reſolved to promote him in the church, he preſſed 


him to enter into holy orders, but he being reſolved 
to qualify himſelf the better for the ſacred office 
by ſtudying divinity, and the learned languages de- 


_ ferred his entering upon it three years longer, dur- 

ing which time he made a vigorous application to 
- theſe branches of knowledge, and was then or- 
dained both deacon and pus by Dr. John King, 


then biſhop of London. Preſently after he was ap- 
pointed one of. the chaplains in ordinary to his Ma- 


jeſty, and about the ſame time attending the King 


in a. progreſs, he was created Dr. in divinity, by 
the univerſity of Cambridge, by the particular re- 


commendation of that Prince . His abilities and 
. induſtry in his profeſſion were ſo eminent, and 
- himſelf ſo well beloved, that within the fir 
year of his entering into holy orders, he had the 
offer of fourteen benefices from perſons of quali- 
ty, but as they lay in the country, his inclination 
of living. in London, made him refuſe them all. 
Upon his return from Cambridge his wife died, and 
- kis grief for her loſs was ſo great, that for ſome 
time he betook himſelf to a retired and ſolitary - 
life: Mrs. Dofine died in the year- 1617, on the fe= 
venth day after the birth of her twelfth child. 
She left our author in a narrow unſettled ſtate witn 
ſeven children then living, to her he gave a vo- 
luatary aſſurance, that he would never bring them 


under the ſubjection of a ſtep-mother, and this 
promiſe he faithfully kept. Soon after the death 


of his wife, he was choſen preacher of Lincoln's - 
Inn, and in the year 1619 appointed by Kivg James 


to attend the earl of Doncaſter, in his embaſſy to 


the Princes of Germany, and about 14 months af-- 
ter his return to England, he was advanced ta the 
| | | deanery of St. Paul's. Upon the vacancy of the 
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deanery, ths Hing ſit an obde 60 . Dene, W 
attend him the next day at dinner: When his 
5 jeſty ſat down, he faid, © Dr. Donne, I have 

vited you to dinner, and though you fit not 
„down with me, yet I will carve to you of a 
«ſh that I know you love well; for —.— 

” you love London, I do therefore make 

'<- dean of St. Paul's, and when I have dined, > 


4 do take your beloved diſh home to your 


4c ftu Y, ſay gr ace there to your ſelf, and much 
<: good may it — Soon after, another vica- 
- rage of St. Dunſtan in the Weſt, and another. be- 
_ nefice fell to Dr. Donne. Pill the goth year of 
his age he continued in perfect health, wlzen being 
with his eldeſt daughter in Eſſex, in 1630, he was 
taken ill of a fever, which brought on a co p 
_ tion; notwithſtanding which he returned to London, 
and preached in his turn at court as uſual, on 
the firſt friday in Tent. + He died on the 3iſt day 
of March 1631, and was buried in the cathedral 
church of St. Paul's, where a monument wa erect- 
ed over him. Walton ſays that amongſt other pre- 

ions for death, he made uſe of this very re- 
| markable one. He ordered an urn to be cut in 
wood; on which was to be placed à board of the 
exact heighth of his body: this being done, he 


cauſed himſelf to be tied up in a winding ſheet 3 


ſme ſame manner that dead bodies are. thus 

_ Krouded,: and ſtanding with his eyes ſhut, oy with 

ſo much of the ſheet put aſide, as might diſ- 

——.— his thin, pale, and death: like face, he cauſed 

merge pee to draw his picture. This piece 

ed, was placed near his bed-ſide, and 

I remained as his conſtant remembrancer to the 
Hour of his dean. 

His character as a preacher and a poet are ſuff- 
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Dr. JOHN' -DONNE. 2090 
ſonal ar e were as eminent as choſe of his 
mind; he was e exceeding paſſionate,  but., 
was apt to be Corry for tlie exceſſes of it, and like | 

moſt other paſſionate men; was humane and bene- | 
volent. His monument was compoſed: of White I 
murble, and carved from the picture juſt now men- 55 | 

| on of him, by order of tits executor Dr. King, 5 
of Chicheſter, 55 wrote the ee Ps | 
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Ne Dies, 8. . b. þ 
Pol | varia 8 duibus ab. annis tenerimus ds 


| Necinfeleitet, incubit, k 
Ot pw! N n fan, mona et 


2 11 op. | 
” 3 ene 12 5 brdies ſacros amplexus, _ : 
. * ( 1 Ano ful Jeſu 161 4, et ſuz ztatis. Z, I a > E 
Dana De indutus 27 Yovembe 1 
: * "'"'Bxytus morte ultino tis Marti! 163 1. 
2 0 Heer in oceiduo cinere, AUS <P, 

5 3.x | - Cuju 8 nomen eſt oriens. rol] 

Our a N F as colt of, 1. Song EI bd 5 


2. Epigrams. Elegies. Epithalamiums, or | 
4 5 Song. 5 ; Aae 6 76. Nec to ſeveral. : I 
mages. . Fageral ey $ Holy Sonnets, . "if 
=o art printed together in one volume 12110. 
97 7 with, n 45 elet ies upon the: author 
by Ri verat perſons. ,: en in his:dedication- | 
nat tor the earl 4 8 uo has... wen Dr. 23 
: Dee eharacter of the greateſt Wit, f ough not. / 
the greateſt poet. 5 >f our nation, and wi hi {a--- © 
tires an other 17 45 Were rendered into medern 
e gnage. fad Fes of 9 8 wiſh. the pong. ſeen... 
ily execute great hand 0 pe. 
oe Ge Fudd Metre SE and volame of poems 
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[Devotions u on emergent alen and ſeveral 
ſteps in ſickneſs, 4to. London 16. Paradoxes, Pro- 
blems, Efiays, Characters, &c. to Which is added 

2 Book of Epigrams, written in Latin by the fame 
author, and tranſlated into Engliſh by Dr. Main, as 
alſo Ignatius his conclave, a. Satire, tranſlated out 
of the original copy written in Latin by the ſame 
author, found lately amongſt his own papers, 12mo. 
London 1653. Theſe pieces are dedicated by the 
author's ſon, Dr. John Donne, to Francis Lord 
Newport. 

Three Voiimes of Sermons, in folio; 3 le firſt 
3 in 1640, the ſecond i in 1649, and the third 
in 1 

Eſſays on Divinity, being Teveral. Aifgulktton⸗ 
interwoven with meditations and pray ers before he 
welt into holy orders, publilbed, after ng eath Y i 

his ſon, 1651. 

Letters to ſeveral perſons of Konou: ea 
in 4to: 1654. There are ſeveral. of r. Donne 8 
letters, and others to him from the Queen of Bohe- 
mia, the earl of Carliſle, archbiſho Abbot, and 
Ben Johnſon, Printed in a book, mile A Collec- 

tion of Letters made by Sir Toby y Mathew Ant 
London 1660, 8vo. . . -\ 
- The Ancient Hiſtory of the Seb tran- 
- lated from the Greek of Ariſteus, London 1633, 
4to. This tranſlation was reviſed, and corrected by 
another band, anc printed 1685 in 8 vo. 
3 Declaration of that Paradox or Thefis, chat 
Self. Homicide is not ſo naturally a fin that it may 
not be otherwiſe, . London, 1644. 1643, 47 13 5 
The original under the author's own Rand. is pre- Ti 
ſerved in the Bodleian Library. Mr. Walton gives 
_ this piece the character of an exact and beides 
treatiſe, © wherein all the laws violated by that 
« a& (ſelf-murder) are diligently ſurveyed and ju- 
* N cenſured... : | 
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The Br from whence I ſhall take the follow 
ing quotation, is called a Hymn to God the Fa- 
ther, was compoſed in the time of his ſickneſs, 


which breathes a ſpirit of fervent piety, though | no | 


Ein force of poetry is diſcoverable 1 in it. 
A Hun to GOD the FATHER. . 


- Wile thou forgive that fin where I begun, ATE . 
Which was my ſin, tho? it were done ER 25 
Wilt thou forgive that fin through which I run, | 
And do run ſtill, tho” ſtill I do deplore? 
When thou haſt done, thou haſt not N 
| For I have more. 


wile thou forging, that fg: which I have won, 
Others to ſin, and made my ſin their door? 


wir thou forgive that ſin, Which I did nun, ' 


A year or two, but wallowed in a ſcore? 
| When thou haſt done, thou haft not LOO; 


: : > CES For I have more. 8 8 3 


kbere 2 1 of fo whom: I have: 8 55 


E ny' laſt thread, I ſhall periſh on the ſhore; - | 
But ſwear, that at my death, thy ſon, 
Shall ſhine, as he ſhines now, and here:oforgg 
1 havin g done that, thou haſt 8 5 
e ask no more. 


- as, 
54 Ps 
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Menz DRAYTON, ., 


A Renowned poet, who lived in the reigns of Eli- 

| zabeth, James and Charles I. ſprung from an 
ancient family, originally deſcended from the town 
of Drayton in Leiceſterſhire, but his parents re- 
ntoving imo Warwickſhire, he was born there, as 
he. himielf declares in his Poly-olbion, Song 13. A 
little village called Harſul in that county: claims | 
the honour of his birth, by which accident it is 
raiſed from obſcurity; he was born in the year 
1593, according to the moſt” accurate computation 
that, can be. made from: the dates of his works. 
Wpbendhe was but very young he gaveſuchdifcoveries ' 
of a CO ee rendered him a favourite with his 
tutors, and procured him the e ee e of. - 
about 

ten years of age, he was page to ſome honoura- 
ble perſon, as may be collected from his own 
words: In ſome of his epiſtles to Henry Reyneld 
eſquire, is appears that een then he could conſtrue 
his Cato, and ſome other lictle collections of ſen- 
tences, Which made him very anxious to know, 
poets: were, and very preſſ- 

ing upon his tutor to mae him, if poſlible, a po- 
- et. In conſequence of this he was put to the read- 
ing of Virgil's Eclogues, and till even then, ſays 
one of his Biographers, he ſcorned any thing 
that looked like a ballad, though written by El- 
derton himſelf. This Elderton was a famous co- 
median in thoſe days, and a facetious companion, 
who having a great readineſs at rhiming, com- 
poſed many catches on Love and Wine, which 


* Burton s Deſcription of Leiceſterſhice, p. 16, aa. = 
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MICHAEL DRAT TON. 249 
were then in great vague among the giddy and vo- 


latile part of the town; but he was not more ce- 
lebrated for drollery than drinking, ſo that he ob- 
tained the name of the bach buffoon, pr 
red · noſed ballad-maker, &c. and at laſt by the 


exceſſive indulgenoe of his favourite vice, he fell a 
martyr to it 4 592, and Mr. Camden has preſerv- 


ed this epitaph on him, e W 1 
e Sire a place. 


Dead drunk, hers Ridertan does lies 
Dead as he is, he- ſtill is drie. 
So of him it may well he ſaid, 

Here he, but not his thirſt, 3 is 1 12d. SIP 


- 


7; . this our r * not niſh: hks, a 


cation at the univerſity of Cambridge, it is evident 


from the teſtimony ef Sir Aſton Cohain, his in- 
timate friend, who mentions him in his Choice 
Poems of ſeveral Sorts, that he Was for ſome time 
a ſtudent at Oxford; however, he is not taker no- 
tice of by Wood, :who has commemorated | the 
m_ part of the writers who were educated there. 
8 it. appears from his poem, entitled Moſes 

2 = tth - and 41 that he Was a ſpectator at 
| 5 of the Spaniſh invaſion, which was arro- 
gantly ſtiled Jingle, and it is not improbabhle 
chat he was engaged in ſome military employment 
chere, eſpecially. as we find ſome mention made of 
him, as being in eſteem with the gentlemen of the 
army. He early addicted bimſelf to the amuſe- 


ment of yo but all who have written of him, 


| have been negligent in informing us how ſoon | 
: = may the _— with any production of his 
He was diſtinguiſned as a poet about nine 

or e years before the death of Queen Elizabeth, 


but at what time he began to publiſn cannot be 


aſcertained. In the year 1593, when he was but 
15 6 publied a collaion of his 


Faſto- 


o hy WEST. 
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_ rals; likewiſe ſome of the moſt grave poems, and 
ſuch as have tranſmitted his name to poſterity with 
Honour, not long after ſaw the light. His Baron's 
wars, and England's heroical Epiſtles ; his Down- 
fals of Robert of Normandy ; Matilda and Ga- 
veſton, for which laſt he is called by one of his 
cotemporaries, Tragædiographus, and part of his 
Polyolbion were written before the year 1598, for 
all which joined with his perſonal good character, 
he was highly celebrated at that time, not only for 
the elegance and ſweetneſs of his expreſſions, but 
bis actions and manners, which were uniformly vir- 
tuous and honourable; he was thus characteriſed 
not only by the poets, and florid writers of thoſe 
. . days, but alſo by divines, hiſtorians, and other ſcho- 
lars of the moſt ſerious turn and extentive learn- 
ing. In his younger years he was much beloved 
and patronized by Sir Walter Aſton of Tixhall in 
_ _- Staffordſhire, to whom for his kind protection, he 
__ ,--_ © gratefully dedicates' many of his poems, whereof 
| - His Barons Wars was the firft, in the ſpring of his 
acquaintance, as Drayton himſelf expreſſes it; but 
however, it may be gathered from his. works, that 
his moſt early dependance was upon another pa- 
_ tron, namely, Sir Henry Goodere of Poleſworth, 
in his own county, to whom he has been grateful i 
for a great part of his education, and by whom he 
was recommended to the patronage of the counteſs 
of Bedford: jt is no leſs plain from many of his 
dedications to Sir Walter Aſton, © that he was for 
many years ſupported by him, and accommodated 
With ſuch ſupplies as afforded him leiſure to finiſh 
._ ſome of his moſt elaborate compoſitions ; and the 
author of the Biographia Britannicahas told us, that 
it has been alledged, that he was by the intereſt 
of the ſame gentleman with Sir Roger Aſhton, one 
of the Bedchamber to King James in his mino- 
rity, made in ſome meaſure miniſterial to an inter- 
courſe of correſpondence between the young Kg 
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of Scots and Queen Elizabeth: but as no authority 
is produced to prove this, it is probably without 
foundation, as poets have ſeldom inclination, acti- 
vity or ſteadineſs to manage any ſtate affairs, parti-- 


£ 


cularly a point of fo delicate a nature. 


Our author certainly had fair proſpects, from his 


ſervices, or other teſtimonies of early attachment to . 
the King's intereſt, of ſome preferment, beſides he _ _- {} 
had written Sonnets, in praiſe of the King as a po- 

et. Thus we. ſee Drayton deſcending to ſervile 
_ flattery to promote his intereſt, and praiſing a man 

as à poet contrary to his own judgment, becauſe he 4 
Was a King who was as devoid. of poetry as courage. 
lle welcomed his Majeſty to his Britiſh dominions  .. 
with a congratulatory poem printed in 4to, 1663. 

Tbe fame year he was choſen by Sir Walter 
Aſton one of the eſquires who attended him, when -- i} 
he was with others created knight of the Bath at {| 
the coronation of his Majeſty. It no where appears 1 
that ever our author printed thoſe poems in priiſe 
of his Majeſty ; and the ungrateful reception hex 
met, as well as the difagreeable experience of tige 
_ univerſal degeneracy at court, ſo different from that 

of the Maiden Reign, might extinguiſh. all hope f 
i oo og En. 
1 the year 1613 he publiſhed the firſt, part of © 
his Poly-olbion.. It is a chorographacal deſcription 
of the rivers, mountains, foreſts, caſtles, &c. in this 
Illand, intermixed with the remarkable antiquities, 
rarities,” commodities, &c. This part is addreſſed. * 

to Prince Heory, the promiſing ſon of James J. 
by whoſe encouragement” it was written. He had 
ſhewed Drayton ſome ſingular marks of his favour. 25 
and ſeems to have admitted him as one of his 

_ Poetical penſioners, but dying before the boo 
Was finiſhed, he loft the benefit of his patronage, 
In this volume there are eighteen ſongs, illuſtra- 
ted with the notes of the learned Mr. Selder 
and there are maps before every ſong, whereby -. 


— 


5 The n . 


he cities, mou ntains, foreſts, rivers, * are re- 
Preſented by the figures. of men and women. It 
is interwoven i on many. epiſodes, ſuch as the 
"conqueſt of this ITlland 55 the Romans, 32 
Tival of the Saxons, the Danes and Normans, &c. 
And biſhop "Nicholſon : obſerves, that Poly- Ibion 
affords *.a much more accurate account of this 
Kingdom and the Dominion of Wales chan could 
have been expected from the pen of a poet. How 
5 Ry our, author has conducted and executed | 
lan, is admirab] expreſſed. by the ingenious 
Dr og Kirkpatrick, in a beautiful poem of 
Bis called the Sen- Piece. Canto DA Fe al 1 * 
not here omit tranſcribing. "arcs 


—— 


: Drayton, ſweet ancient A Albion OY ” 
- DT their oven. Praiſe, their eechoing, vallies 


"rung 
; - His' bounding aſe oer every. 1 rode, 1 5 
x n ev'ry 1 river warbled, Where he How'd. 5 ö 


1 1619 time out his $78 lig volame 11 poems, 
m 1622 the ſecond part of his Poly-olbion was 
publiſhed, making i in all thirty 1 or ſongs. In 
1622 we find him ſtiled Poet Laureat : It is pro- 
bable this appellation of Poet Laureat was. not con- 
- FHned and reſtricted as it ts now to his Majeſty's Ser- 
FVoeant known by that title, Who at that time it is pre- 
ſiumed was Ben Johnſon, becauſe it Was beſtowed- 
eee as a mark of any; poet's .Gxcellency 
his profeſſion. _ | 

In 1627 was publiſhed the ſecond volume: of his 
poems, containing the battle of Agencourt, in ſtan- 
AZ sas of eight lines. The my ſteries of Queen Mar- 
(Qaret in the like ſtanzas, Nymphidia, or the Court 
| Of Faeries. The Queſt of 8 another beauti- 
| ul piece, both re printed. in den's Miſcellanies. 
The Shepherd's S alſo 25 Moon Calf; Sa- 
Z tire on 8 Mende AﬀeQations c of ani 2 


* * : 
* 5 8 * 
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the effeminate diſguiſes of the Men, in thoſe times. 
Elegies upon ſeveral oecaſions. Theſe are intro- 
duced by &s viſion of Ben Johnſon on the Muſe of 
his friend Michael Drayton, wherein he very parti- 
cularly enumerates and praiſes his ſeveral*compoſi- _ 
tions. In 1630 he publiſhed another volume of | 
poems in*-4to, intitled the Muſes Elizium, in ten 
ſundry Nymphals, with three different poems on 
Noah's flood; Moſes his birth and miracles, and 
David and Goliah. The paſtoral oems ure addreſ- 
ſed to Edward Sack ville Earl of I and Lord 
Chamberlain, who had now made him one of his 
family. His divine s are written in verſe and 
various meaſures, and are dedicated to the Countei: 
of Dorſet; and there are ſome ſublime i images m 
them. At the end of the firft divine , there 
dare copies of verſes in praiſe of the author, by Beal 
Sapperton, in Latin; 2. John Fletcher, and Tre. 5 
mas Andrews in Engliſ ; the laſt of whom is very 
2 Ned e che rear e of our (- 0 


"A 


= 2 * 


In 2675 Mr. Drayton died; x or e 
in his monumental i ny 3 his lagrel | 
e lor a crown of glory. was buried among the - 
4 71 in Weſtminfter-Abbey}/ and. the-handſome.ta- - 
ble monument of blue marble which was raiſed o: 
ver his grave the ſame year, is adorned with his ef-. 
Wo es in buſto, laureated. On one fide is à creſt 
of Minervu's cap, and Pegaſus in a-ſcutcheon on 


the other, Sir Alton Cokain compoſed an olegy | 


upon him: and Ben Johnſon is ſaid ave been 
the author of his epitaph, which is written in let-. 
_ (rers of gold upon kis- 3 T . 
A hero preſent the reader 739 
Ix fr 5 4 etal E B 7 n. = Se 7355 
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Do pious warble let ee eee fit - 
5 * Wins they, .and hat thi e e. tis 1 N 
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To e s name, whoſe ſacred 4 

5 We recommend unto thy truſt : : 
FF eas his memory, and preſerve — bers. 
3 Remain a laſting monument of his glor7 
| And when thy:ruins ſhall Ser 8 
le, To be the treaſure of his namen 

52 7 5 name, that cannot fade ſhall be. | 
T An; ns ang monument to thee. 25 


+7 1. bg Mr. N enjoyed tbefriendihip and, 7; "6 9 
on of contemporary wits, and Ben Johnſon who was 
not much diſpoſed to praiſe, entertained a high opi- 
nion of him, and in this-epitaph has: both. immor- 
talized himſelf and his friend. It is eaſy for thoſe 
who are eonverſant with our author's works to ſce 
how much the moderns and even Mr. Pope himſelf 
copy Mr. Drayton, and reſine upon him in thoſe 
diſtinctions which are eſteemed the moſt delicate im- 
Provements of our Engliſh verſification, ſuch as the 
turns, the pauſes, the elegant tautologies, &c. It 
is not difficult to point out ſome depredations which 
have been maderon our author by modern writers, 
however obſolete ſome of them may have reckoned 
him, In one of his heroical epiſtles, that of King 
John to Matilda, ** has Me, following: Wees. . 
i zin 113245 13 + 
An' Arabian bird. wbick, never is but one, 
Is only chaſt becauſe ſhe is alone, 
Bot had our mother nature made 3 8 1 
2555 would have: e as Der, my +2904 
0. n 


„„ 


2 - trenchment of che eee e in boch. As the ſphere 
1 in which this author moved was of the middle 
3 ſort, ee braiſed to ſuch eminedcs as to incur 
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danger, nor ſo depreſt with poverty as to be ſub- 

| je& to meanneſs, his life ſeems. to have flowed 

with great tranquility; nor are there any of thoſe | 
viciſſitudes and diftreſſes which have fo frequently mw 
fallen to the lot of the inſpired tribe. He was ho: 
noured with the patronage of men of worth, tho 

not of the higheſt ſtations ; and that author cannot 

be called a mean one, on whom ſo great a man as 

Selden (in many, reſpects the moſt finiſhed , ſcholar 

that" ever appeared in our nation) was pleaſed to 
animadvert. His genius ſeems to have been of tze 
| ſecond” rate, ring. beneath Spencer and Sidney, e 
Shakefp ar and Johnſon, but "highly removed a- 


bove the ordinary run of verſifyers. We ſhall 
quote a few lines 9 his Poly-olbion as a e Tis 
4 * of his poctry-”- . 3 1 . 3 
; 4 n bY "SES £8 | . y 


When le werke of bis na re coat, Waryick- 
tits 15 has the following li 1 PORIN : 


DEA r 1 | 2 


Upon the mid-lands. x | hehe: hy vaab we Muſe 


| Fey 1007. © 051% Hoon 
- That 3 we the beart t of England well 
EF c 
As ſhe he herfel extend the aan (Ghich is s de.” 
creed) ae 7 
2 Beta St. Michael's Mount, and Berwick bor. 3 
dering Tweed, | 
Bras Warwick,” that abroad 10 long. advanc'd' 
der Bear, 


— 


By ber illuſtrious Earls, Nowe every bee 32 
55 her "a is ty ow 672, 7 te bore ©; 
ws hea „ 
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Dr. RIchARD Cox BET, Biſhop of 
VVV 


XXIAàS fon of Mr. Vincent Corbet, and born at 
VVV Ewvelb. in; Surry, in the reign of Queen Eli- 
zabeth. He was educated at Weſtminſter ſchool, 
and from thence was ſent to Oxford, 1 597, where he 
was admitted a ſtudent in Chriſt-church. | In 1605, 
hang then eſtcemed one of the greateſt wits of the 

niverſity, he took the degree of Maſter of Arts, 
and afterwards entering into holy orders, he became 
à popular - preacher, and much admired by people 
of taſte and learning, His ſhining wit and remark- 
able eloquence recommended him to King James J. 
who made him one of his chaplains in ordinary, 
and in 1620 promoted him to the deanery of 
Chriſt's. church; about which time he was made 


3 


doctor of divinity, vicar of Caſſington, near Wood- 
fivek, in Oxfordſhire, and prebendary of Bed- 
minſer-ſecunda, in the church of Saruin,, +. ” 
While he was dean of Chriſt's church, he made 
verſes on a play acted before the King at Woodſtock, 
called 'Fechnogamia, or the marriage of Arts, writ- 
ten by Baften Holiday the poet, who afterwards 

tranſlated. Juvenal. The ill: ſucceſs it met with in 

the repreſentation occaſioned ſeveral copies of ver- 

ſes, among which, to-uſe Anthony Wood's words, 

< Corbet dean of Chrift's-church put in for one, 

© who had that day it ſeems preached before the 

« King, with his band ſtarched clean, for which he 

« was reproved by the graver ſort ; but thoſe who 
„ knew him well took no notice of it, for they 

| EIS : | 8 285 | 8 
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doy's play very well.” He was elected, 1629, Bi. 


ſhop of Oxford, in the room of Dr. Hewſon, tranſ- 


lated to the See of Durham. Upon the promotion 


of Pr. White to Ely he was elected biſhop of Ner- 


wich. 


* *\' 


This prelate married Alice, daughter of Dr. Leo- 


nard Hutton, vicar of Flower in Northamptonſhire, 
and he mentions tha: village in a poem of his called 
Iter Boreale, or a Journey Northward Our au- 
thor was in that celebrated claſs of poets, Ben John# 
ſon, Dr. Donne, Michael Drayton, and others, who 
wrote mock commendatory verſes on TomCoryate's* 


Crudities. He concurr:d likewiſe with other poets | 
of the univerſity in inviting Ben Johnſon to Oxford, 
where he was created  Maiter of Arts. There 


is extant in the Muſzum Aſhmoleanum, a funeral 


ration in Latin, by Dr. Corbet, on the death of 


4 


Prince Henry, Anno Dom. 1612 30 This great 


- 


man died in the year 16356. and Was buried the up- 
NN of the choir of the cat 


2 orwic h. 8 % 


* 


" He was very hoſpitable and a geperous encourag- 
er of all public deſigns. When in- the year 1634 : 


St, Paul's cathedral was repaired, he not only con- 


tributed himſelf, but was very. diligent in procuring 


contributions from others. His Wörks are dificult. - Þ 
to be met with, but from ſuch of his poems as we 1 


| have had occaſion. to read, he ſeems to have been 
a witty, delicate writer, and to have had a particu- 
bis poems was publiſhed under the title of Poetica 
Stromata, in 38vO. London 1647. In his Iter Bo- 


lat talent for panegyric. Wood Ae a collection of | 


reale, or Journey Northward, we meet with a five + 
moral reflexion on the burial place of Richard III. 
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= have ſeveral times ſaid, that he loved to the laſt | 
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| bye not uſurping Richard buried io” 


"of not as Richard now, ſo may you be, 5 
"- Whs hath no tomb, but ſcorn and memory. 


A The Lirz K 
Leiceſter; with which we ſhall preſene the reader 
as a ſpecimen of his poetry. 


by 


* 


That K ing of hate, and therefore ſlave of fear? i 
Dragg'd from the fatal Boſworth field where he, 


5 Loft ite, and what he liv'd for, —Cruelty : 
Search, find his name, but there is none: O Kings, 
Remember whence Four. Power and 'valtneſs 2 


ſprings ; 


And tho' from his own ſtore, Wolſey Wd my 


A Palace or a College for his grave, 
Vet here he lies interred; as if that all 


Ot him to be remembered were his. al. . 
Nothing but Earth on Earth, no out weight | 
Upon him, but a pebble or a quot. a 
If thou art thus neglected, what ſhall we, 
Hope after death, that are but ſhreds of "thee! 


| The author of the Biographia Britaniea tells us, 


; 7 


that he found in a blank leaf of his poems, ſome 


manuſcript verſes, in honour of Biſhop Corbet Hgn- Y 


ed J. C. with Which, as they are extremely pretty, 


5 : 7 2 1 15918. I i ; + al 7 e, . 


7 and make a juft re preſentation of his e 55 
> EE. _raQter, er mall conclude this life. © $769; 2h, 
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In owing wit, if verſes writ with eaſe,” : 
If learning void of pedantry can pleaſe,” ' . 
If much good humour joined to folid . 
And mitt accompanied wich innocence, 
Can give a poet a juſt right to fame, 
Then Corbet may inmiortal honour claim; 1 
For he theſe virrues had, and in his lines, ” 


„ 


7 
F 


Poetic and heroic #piritſhines; 1 
Tho bright, yet ſolid, pleaſant, but not rude, 


+/+. Be 


With wit and wiſdom equally enduey.” 


EDWARD FAIRFAX. 225 
: Be Glen: Muſe, thy Praiſes are too faint, 
Thou want'ſt a power this prodigy: to paint, 132 
25 once a e ee ang a 8 tate 7 
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" Eowany Fajzrax..” 25 
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15 L ha L dragon of the poets hovhy 8 
extremely negligent with reſpect to this great 
genius. Philips fo far overlooks him, that he crowds 
him into his ſupplement, and Winſtanley, who fol- 
lowed him, poſtpones our author till after the Earl 
of Rocheſter. Sir Thomas Pope Blount makes no 
mention of him; and Mr. Jacob, ſo juſtly called 
the Blunderbus of Law, informs us he wrote in the 
time of Charles the firſt, tho he dedicates his -tran- 
lation of Taſſo to Queen Elizabeth. All who. 


menti n him, do him the juſtice to allow he was > I | 


an accompliſhed genius, but then it is in a way ſo 


cool and indifferent, as ſhews that they had ne- "NF 


ver read his works, or were any way charmed with : 
the melody of- his verſes. It was impoſſible 


Mr. Diodes could be ſo blind to our author's - | 


beauties; accordingly we find him ee f =” 
Spenſer- and Fairfax almoſt on the level, as 
the leading authors of. their times; nay. ace” : 
_ yielding: the palm in point of harmony to the 
laſt; by aſſerting that Waller confeſſed he owed - 
the muſie of his numbers to Fairfax's Godfrey of 
Bulloign. The truth is, this gentleman is per- 
haps the only writer down to Sir William Dave- 
nant, who needs no apology to be made for him, 
on account of the age in which he lived; His 
diction is ſo pure, elegant, and full of graces, 
and the turn of his lines ſo perfectly melodious, that 
one cannot read it — rapture; and we can 


* WE Oe” 10 2 


ſearcely imagine the original Italian has greatly the 


agaadvyantage in either, nor is it very probable that 


While Fairfax can be read, any author will attempt 
a ne tranſlation of Taſſo with ſucceſs. Mr. Fair- 


fax was natural ſon of Sir Thomas Fairfax of Den- 
ton, and natural brother to Sir Thomas Fairfax, the 


firt who was created Baron of Cameron. His eren 
er brother was knighted, and flain at the memorable 


lege of Oftend, 1601, of which place he was ſome 
time governor +. When he married is not on record, 


or in what circumſtances} he lived: But it is very 


probable, his father took care to ſupport him in a 
manner ſuitable to his own quality, and his ſon's 


extraordinary merit, he being always ſtiled Edward 
Fairfax, Eſq; of Newhall in Fuyſtone, in the foreſt 


of Knaresborough. | The year in which he died, is 
” _ likewiſe uncertain, and the laſt account we hear 
of him is, that he was living in 1631, which ſnews, 
chat he was then pretty well advanced in years, and 


as I ſuppoſe gave occaſion to the many miſtakes that 
have been made as to the time of his writing. Be- 
fides the tranſlation of Godfrey of Bulloigne, Mr. 


Fairfax wrote the hiſtoryof Edward the Black Prince, 
and certain eclogues, which Mrs. Cooper tells 


us are yet in manuſcript, cho (ſays ſhe) / by the 


* indulgence of the family, from whom I had like- 


„ wiſe the honour of theſe memoirs, I am permit- 
* ted to oblige the world with a fpecimen of their 
«© beauties.” He wrote alfo a book called, Dæmo- 
nologie, in which he ſhews a great deal of ancient 
reading and knowledge; it is full'in:manuſcript, and 


in the beginning he gives this character of himſelf $. 


"IVE T am in reli ion neither A fantaſtic P uritan, nor 
46 ſuperſtitious 5 iſt, but ſo ſettled in conſcience, 
4 that I have the ſure ground of God's word to war- 


rant all T believe, and the commendable ordinan- 
ces of our Engliſh Church, to approve all I prac- 


5 7 Meſes Library, p. 343. 4 Muſes Library, p. 344. 
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EDWARD FAIRE AY. 5885 
tc tiſe; In which courſe I live a faithful Chriſtian, 
« and an obedient, and ſo teach my family” The _. 
2 #4 already. mentioned are twelve in number, all 
N em written after the acceſſion of King James to 
the throne of England, on important ſubjetts,, rela- 
ting to the manners, characters, and incidents of the 
times he lved in: they are pointed with many fine 
| ſtrokes of ſatire, dignified with noble inſtructions of 
morality, and policy, to thoſe of the higheſt tank, 
and ſome modeſt 9 to Majeſty itſelf. The learn- 
ing contained in theſe eclogues is ſo various and ex- - 
tenſtye, that according to the opinion of his fon, 
Who has written long annotations on each, no man's 
reading beſides. his own was ſufficient to explain his 5 
references effeQually., As his tranſlation; of 'Taflo - 
is in every body's band, we ſhall take the ſpecimen _ 
from the fourth eclogue, . .called Eglon. and TP £ 
3 I find it i in Mrs. Cooper's collection. | 
RE 5s 54 .EGLON and ALEEXIS. - 
hill Lon Ge rough, and heath-ſtrew'd wildernels 
I t ks. the raſps, 1 ie 
- Poor the herd Eglon, fu of fad dies 
1 the ſmall ſtream, ſat on a mole- hill to 
rowned with a wreath of Heban branches broke . 55 
Wom good: Alexis found, and thus beſpoke.. - 
L E X. W 5 
5. friend, what : means this ſilent lamentation 7 
Why on this field af mirth, this realm is 
Dot Tg fierce war o grief make ſach N 
| Timanthes had, he ſeen, e're,whiles, ' - 
| Whatfa ce of woe thy. check. of ſadneſs bears, 
He had not curtained Agamemnon's tears. 
The . ox treads not yet dpon thy toe, 
l her wheel es 
* s increaſe, eee e , 
s naw. mi entle ly 3 
Is 855 ling goare thou whipſt Ny with wm * 
Then what ſets thee, and jay ſo far at odds? 


7 1 Danthes the painter, who defigning the ſacrifice of Iphige= EE, 
nia, threw a veil over the face of TS not able to ex= = 


EE: uin. | 
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DOK HOOK 
\ Tromas, Ranvorvn, 
FINS of no mean genius, Was born at Newn- 
ham, near- Daintry in Northamptonſhire, 
he 1 5th of Tune, © 1605 ; he was ſon of William 
fry of Hams, © near Lewes in Suſſex, 
was educated at Weſtmitiſter ſchool, and went from 


thence to Trinity College in Cambridge, 1623, of 
Which he became à fellow; he commenced Maſter 


of Arts, and in this degree was incorporated at 


. Oxon *, became famous (fay „ Wood) for his inge- 


' nuity, being the 2 1. of Ben Johnſon, and 


counted one of pregnant, wits. of his 


m 


The eh of his parts Was diſcovered 


: ſs 3 when he was about nine or. ten, years old 
he wrote the Hiſtory of the Incarnation of Our 
Saviour in verſe, Which 1 2 reſerred in manu - 
ſeript under Ris own Writing. Randolph 

receives een che 1 Wem em. He 


tells his readers that they need expect no diſco- 
veries of theſts, for this 2 had no. 3 2 7 


Practiſe plagiary, haying ſo, large'a' fund of 
- of his Own, that he needed 135 borrow, from 
others. Were a nel to, form a notion of the 
merit of . the En La 


5 be ts: from reac ang- 
baine, they woul be in N ' with Randolph 
and Durfey, and others of their claſs, while Dry- 


den, and the firſt-rate wits, would be -quite neglect- 
ed: Langbaine is fo far generous, that he does all 
be can to Aren obſcure” men fm, PO N 1 he 
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THOMAS: RANDOLPH. 227 
cannot be acquitted of envy, for endeayouring to 
ſhade the luſtre of thoſe whoſe genius has broke 
through obſcurity. without his means, and he does 
no ſervice to his eountry while he confines his pa- 
negyfic to mean verſifiers, whom no body? can read 
without a certain degree of contempt. 

Our author had done nothing in life it ſeems \ 

: worth preſerving, or at leaſt that co temporary hiſto- 
rians thought ſo, for there is little to be learned 
concerning him. Wood ſays he was like other 
pore much addicted to libertine indulgence, and 
* bein need free with, his conftitution in the com- 

pany of his admirers, and running into faſhion- f 
able exceſſes, he was the means of ſhortening his 
own days. He died at little Haughton in Nor- 
thamptonlhire, and was buried in an iſſe ad- 
joining to the church in that place, on the 17th of 

March, 1634. He had ſoon after a monument of 
white: manble: wreathed about. with laurel, erected” 
over his grave at the charge of lord Hatton of 
Kirby. Perhaps the greateſt merit Which this 
2 has to plead, is his attachment to Ben 

buſdn, aud ration of him: Silins Ita- 
how performed an annual viſit to V irgil's tomb, 
and that, cixeumſtance refle&s , more honour upon 
him in the eyes of Virgil's admirers," than all the _ 
5 3 of that author. Langbaine has preſerved a g 
monument of Randolph's friendſhip for Ben John- 
jon, in an ods he adreſſes to Thos: oecaſioned by | 
Mr. Feltham's fevere attack upon him, which is 

-particularized in the life of Ben; from this ode we Hg 
ball quote a ſtanza or two, before I give- an ac 

count: of his ee e 1 Ty. | 


Bez, do not leave the ſtage, + e e 

5 *Cauſe tis a loathſome a 5 
"Ti . 3 and impudence will grow 7 190 bod x: 
kak: Rp may IE; „ S SIETIOBITARY 
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They fi ted oer ſtand has n cauſs 
Their hiſs is thy applauſe. 8 4 
Moſt juſt were thy diſdain, N 
Had they approved thy vein: : 
So thou for them, and they for'thee were born; 
| They to incenſe, A en. 


Wilt thou engroſs thy ſtore 
Ne Of wheat, and ur no nn: 
| Becauſe their b bacon brains have ſach a tte 


þ oY, As more delight in maſt? - 
Noll fer them forth a board of dainties full | 


Wn, _ thy beſt muſe can cull; _ 

F Whilſt they the while do pine, 
3 thirſt "midſt all their wine, 
What greater plague can hell itſelf devize, 

Than to be illing chus to tantalize * * 


ſonably ſmooth, and mark him à tolerable verfifier. 
2 mall now. Se ſome account e 2 


1. Ans or the Impofible-D | 
before the King and Queen at Whiteh 
2. Ariſtippus, or the Jovial [Philoſopher ; pre- 


25 


beni in a private the, to which Is added the Con- 
ceited Peda. | 


8 be made iy obſpbve Wen de een 


F aPatoral | 


' Jealous Lovers; 4 Comedy, — to their 


3. 
Maj eſties at Cambridge, by the ſtudents of "Trinity 
5 College. This play Langbaine r nay wif | 
5 Randelph's, AS appears by an ep 1 


Mrs. Behn, and printed in jo ed ion — — 


8 in 8 vo, 1681 ; it was reviſed and From | 


the author in his life-time, being uſhered into 


: the world with'copies of verſes by ſome'of the beſt 


wits, both of Oxford and Cambridge. 


the author was firſt called The Entertainment; 


x * Aſton A who writ | 
TT OF 


4 


4. Miſes Locking Glaſs, a Comedy, which by 


| GEORGE CHAPMAN. 420 
an encomium on hu enen Richard Web Gidof 


Who locke within, this ** gan will . 
At once he writ an bieten een | 


1 


FBF i: 
in 1668; he-tranſlated likewiſe the ſecond E pod ef ' Bi 
Horace, ſeveral pieces out of Claudian, ris like- : 


wiſe a dramatic piece from Axidephangs, N 


— — 


calls Hey for Honeſty, rink with 1 | 
: pleaſant comedy printed m „London 1651. A th - 
_ gentleman of St. Jaun's Call ee 


nour of our author; 


4 133 + * 3 


5 El ben in dead, ly A, * wg 

On Ida tofs'd ſo in his,crown,, nn,; cs. 
The infantry of wit. Vain riefts! chat chair, g 

Is only fit for his true ſon and heir. ot 
Reach here thy laurel : Randolph, e 
Thy naked ul ſhall well become the 1 
See, Daphne eourts thy ghoſt; and W 
* ne thats be. "es n 


90 25 Wh ty V2 r le DER 548 a 


Genen ena 


ci py bara | in t 1 . 
family he. is e $67 19990 has not 
| b. able to determines” he, was a man in v 


ay | 
reputation in his time, and added not a 1 
dramatic excellence. In 1574, bei well gropnd-., 


- | ed in grammar learnin = was ſent to the uni- 
5 verſi it is not c ear Whether to e r 
5 * r ; aff is certain chat he was ſometime 


n taken n, a. — 
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ſnatched away, and the other: juſtly di 
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dein in the Latin and Greek languages, but not in 
logic and philoſophy, which is the reaſon it may 


be preſumed, that he took no degree there. After 


this: he came to London, and contracted. an ac- 

e ee as Wood ſays, with Shakeſpear, John- 
ſon, Sidney, Spenſer and Daniel. He met with a 
very warm patronage from Sir Thomas Walſing- 
ham, who had always had a conſtant friendſhip 


for him, and after that gentleman's deceaſe, from 
his fon Thomas Walſingham, eſquire, whom Chap- 


man loved from his birth. He was alſo reſpected, 
and held in eſteem by Prince Henry, and Robert 
earl of Somerſet, but the firſt ans I untimely 
| Wpraced for 
an aſſaſſination , his, hopes of preferment were 
by theſe means fruſtrated ; however, he was a ſcr- 


voant either to King James I. or Queen Anne his 


confort, through whoſe. reign he was highly va- 
Jued by all his old friends, only there are ſome in- 


: fanuations, that as his reputation grew, Ben John- 


ſon; naturally/haughty and inſolent, became jealous 


of him, and endeavoured: to ſuppreſs, as much as 


:Poſible, his riſing fame |, as Ben, after the death | 
.of Shakeſpear, was without a rival. : 


Chapman was a. man of a reverend aſpect, and 


D — 


* 
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graceful manner, religious and temperate; qualities 

1 ſeldom ns (ſays Wood) in a poet, and was fo 

ighly eſteemed. by the. clergy, that ſome of them 

_ have ſaid, that as a he wrote the lives 

et Hero and Leander, had 50885 llent-ſchojars, 
„ Thamarus' and Hercules, ſo 


185 ane ales, ſo had he in England 
in the latter end of Queen Elizabeth, two ex- 
4 cellent imitators in the ſame argument and ſub- 


„ Chapman.“ Our author has tranſlated the Tliad 


＋ 


t Homer, publiſhed in folio, and dedicated to 
"Prince Henry, which is yet looked upon with ſome 
r . TE, 213 "= EE > a 2 3 n 2 
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reſpect. He is ſaid to have had the ſpirit of Aa es 
in him, and was indeed no mean genius: Pope 
ſomewhere calls him an enthuſiaſt in poetry. He 
| likewiſe tranſlated the Odyſſey, © and the Battle of 
Frogs and Mice, which were publiſhed in 1614, and 
dedicated to the earl of Sowerſet; to this work is 
added Hymns and Epigrams, Written by Homer, 


and tranſlated by our 1 52 He likewiſe attempt- 


ed ſome part of Heſiod, and continued a tranfla- 


tion of Muſzus's Frotopegnion de Herone & Le- 


andro. Prefixed to this work, art fome anecdbtes 
of the life of Muſæus, taken by 
the collection of Dr. William Gager, 164 A dedi- 
cation to the moſt g nerally ingenious and only 
learned architect of bis time, Inigo Jones eſquire, 
Surveyor of his Majeſty's Works. At length, ſays 
Wood, this reveread and eminent poet, havin 
lived 77 years in this vain, tranſitory world, ma 
his laſt exit in the pariſh of St. Giles s in the Fietds, 
near London, on the rzth day of Ma ; 1657 5% andi 
Was buried in the yard” on on the South” fide/of the 
church in St. Giles's * ſoon (after à monument Was 


| erefled over his grave, built after the mauer of 


the old Romans, at the "eng and under the 
direction of his much love 

Jones, whereon is this engraven, Georgius Chap- 
mannus, Poeta Homericas,” Philoſophus Verge (er 
Chriſtianus Poeta) plaſquam' N e. "HEE 14 


His dramatic works afe, Ne e 


: cd; a * 2 7 5521 4 1. 8 pj i 


All Fools; a Comedy, preſented at the Black 


F and afterwards before his 1 1 
7 5 1 I. in the beginning of his reign 

in 4to. London 1605. The plot is e 7 id che 
charafters formed upon 'Terence's Heautontimorn- 
menos. The Prologue and Epilogue writ in blank 
verſe, ſhew that in theſe da ay, perſons of quality, 
and. and that thought MO? elves ** critics, in 


"- 


Chapman from 


worth friend 10185 | 


7 


232 . 


place of Fan, in the boxes, as 8 now do, ſat 
on the ſtage; what 2 thoſe people bad on 
= meaneſt ſort. of the audi ience, may 4 ſeen by - 
the | following lines in the ee Written by 
Chapman himſelf. 1 


i Great are aan eee e TED 
Jo gifts, attire, to 15 attire the ſtage = 
Helps much; for if our other audience ſee, 
. You bigs ſtage depart before we end, 
+305 wit. l you all, and we. * fools. 7 


3 Emperor of Germany, .. 4 Tragedy l 

. with app lauſe at a rivate .bbuſe n 

lack Fryars, oy the ſervants of Charles I. 
printed in 4to. London 1654. "This play, though 
it bears, - hy name of Alphonſus, was writ, as ang. 
- _ ſuppoſes, in honour of the Engliſh. nation, in n 
perſon of Richard, Earl of Cornwal, ſon to 
1 and brother to Henry III. He was 
Ho en 918 1 the * in 2627: About this 


e 


Kerigns, i bim! to an L unfortunate ed. r. 
Fon 125 Lo- 


„ in revenge of his fa- 
* L 8 de to bags 
his revenge,. he makes ing n viour in 
"hopes ae or and then ſtabs hi 2. Jia pin that he 
| had; at once deftroyed both beds and ſonl. This 
2 is related by ſeveral authors, as Bolton g 
ET aft Things, Reywalds of 55 . n 
r es, &eC.. TR 
| Blind Beggar of e a ae — 
328 ee of Nottingham, _ 
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are not ſo high as Mr. Dryden's ſingle authority, 
it ĩs moſt reaſonable to conclude not much i in Us! * ä 


a character. 


Baſſy d'Amboiſe, a Tragedy, often preſented at 
St. Paul's, in the reign of King James I. and ſince 2 
Reſtoration with — applaule ; for. the plot fee Thu 
anus, Jean de Serres, and Mezeray, in the reign 


| King Henry III. of France. This is the play ofwhich 


Mr. Dryden ſpeaks, when in his ee wad the 


Spaniſh. Fryar, , he reſolves to burn one 2 5 


to the memory of Ben Johnſon. 8075 have. di 
fered from Mr. Dryden in cheir of this 
piece, but as the authorities who have -applau 


vour. 


Buſſy 4 Amboiſe his Revenge, . a Tra agedy, print print | 


2 161 and dedicated to Sir Thomas 
This ply, 


GEORGE CHAPM LAN. 233 


is | Generally allowed to fall Gore of . | 


that name, yet the /author,,; as appears : 
from dum bis . had a ** er opinion of it 


himſelf, and rails at thoſe to..cenfure 
it; it is founded upon LO which Chapman 


very juſtly defends, and ſays that there is no neceſ- I 


tity for any play being founded on truth. 


"Conſpiracy. and Tragedy of Charles, Duke of 


: Byron, Marfhal of France, in two plays, ated. at 
the Black \Fryars in the reign of King James I. 
printed in to. London 1608, dedicated to Sir Tho- 
1 Hom. :-. 1 fore: We 255 
Ce ſar and Pompey, a oman Tr y, printe 
1631, and 4 bo the Earl of Middleſex. 


. Gentleman Uſher, a Comedy, printed in 4to. kd 
London 1606. We are not certain whether this 


play was, ever acted, and it bas hes an en 


„Humourcus Day 5 Mirth, a 0 
very tolerable 


* 


. * 2 EE 
dy ; this ue 


Maſk of the 70 Honourable k Houſes, on Lane . 


Court, the Middle. Temple, and Lincoln's-Inn, 


l before the 8 on ** . 


mY * * n "I Ky 
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234 le LIEE off: 
Monday at wa being the -r5th of „ 
1613, = the celebration o the Royal Nuptials of 
the Palſgrave, and the Princeſs Elizabeth, &c. with 
4 deſcription of their Whole ſhew, in the manner 
of their march on horſeback, from the Maſter of 
the Rolls's houſe to the court, with all their noble 
conforts, and ſhewful attendants ; invented and 
faſhioned, with" the ground and ſpecial ſtructure of 
the whole work by Inigo Jones; this Maſk is de- 
dicated to Sir Edward Philips, then Maſter of the 
Rolls. At the end of the Maf TAY printed an Epi- 
thalamium, called a Hymn for the moſt Happy 
a . of the Princeſs Elizaberh, 1 
' May-Day, a witty Comedy, acted at the Black 
ars, and prin ed in 4to. 161 15 

288 of Olive, a Comedy, acted by her Ma- 


- Nee. children at the Black n printed | in To 


eggs ter Honour, Tragedy. printed 1 6 To 
15 Tempfe, 2 Maſque. 

Two Wiſe-men, and all the reſt Fools, or 4 Co- 
mical Moral, cenſuring the follies of that a age, , print- 
ed in London 1619. This play is extended to ſe. 
ven acts, a circumſtance which Langbaine ſays he 
| never” 3 in any other, and which, 1 believe, has 
never been practiſed by any e ancient or mo- 
dern, but himſelf. | 
-  Widow's Tears, a Comedy, eden preſented i in 
the Black and White F 8 printed in 4to. Lon- 


don 1612 ; this play is formed upon the ſtory of the 


Epheſian Matron, Theſe are all the plays of our au- 
thor, of Which we have been able to gain any ac- 
count ; he joined with Pen Johnſon and Marſton in 
writing a Comedy called Eaſtward-Hoe ; this play 
| has been fince revived by Tate, Ander the title 
- of Cuckolds Haven. It has been ſaid that for ſome 
reſlections contained in it againſt the Scotch nati- 
on; Ben Johnſon narrowly Nn the . See 
more * this, page 237. i 
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his grandfather, who was a 66 
- ginally of Annandale in that 


ood, in the year 1574. He was firſtieducated at a 


i 
80 


5 Fields, afterwards. removed to Weſtminſter ſchool, 


work: at his father-in-law's trade, hut being ex- 


ttemely averſe to that employment, he went into 


the low countries, where be dilinguiſhed himſelf by 
his bravery, having in the view of the army killed 
an enemy, and taken the opima ſpolia from him. 
Upon his return to England, he applied bimſelf 


again to his former ſtudies, and Wood ſays, he was 
admitted into St, John's: College in the guiverſity * 


: © # 


of Cambridge, though, his; concineance there-ſeems? 
to, haye been, but, ſhort. -, He-bad-{ſome time after 


this the, misfortune to.bght a-duel, and kill his ad. 


on > $2. wo 


_ verſary, "who, only. lightly wounded him in che- 


arm ; for this he was impriſoned, and being caſt 


for his life, was near execution; his antagoniſt, he 
»bDrummond of Hawthornden's works, fol, 224, Edin- 
> | £ | 5 5 £ ſaid, 5 7 


burtzh Edition, 1711. 
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entleman, being ori- 
ingdom, Wwhence he 


band, took bim from ſchoo;, and obliged him - 


— 


o = — 


.- _ faid, had a ſword ten inches longer than his own. 
f While he lay in priſon, a popiſh prieſt viſited him, 

_ . who found his inclination quite diſengaged as to reli- 
dim with a belief of the popiſh tenets. His mind 
then naturally melancholy, clouded with apprehen- 

ions, and the dread of execution, was the more 

_ eafily impoſed upon. However, ſuch was the force of 

that impreſſion, that for twelve years after he had 
5 2 his liberty, he continued in the catholic 
_ . faith, and at laſt turned Proteſtant, whether from 
conviction or faſſion cannot be determined; but 
when the character of Ben is conſidered, probabi- 
. lity will be upon the fide of the latter, for he 
took every occaſion to ridicule religion in his 
„ and make it hie ſport in converſation. On 

is leaving the univerſity he entered himfelf into 
an obſcure playhouſe; called the Green Cur- 
tain, ſomewhere about Shoreditch or Clerkenwell. 

He was firſt an actor, and probably only a ftrolling 
dne; for Decker in his Satyromaſtix, à play pub - 
lſſhed in 1602, and deſigned as a reply to John- 
ſon's Poetaſter, reproaches him with having left 

| * the occupation of a mortar trader to turn actor, 

_ ©-and with having put up à ſupplication to be a 
ꝓoor journeyman player, in which he would have 
continued, but chat he could not ſet a good face 
Allupon it, and ſo was caſhiered. Beſides, if we ad- 
mmit that ſatit e to be built on facts, we learn fur - 
ther, that he performed the part of Zuliman at 

*:the Paris Garden in Southwark, and ines by | 

 ©'a play-waggon on the high-way, and took mad 
Jeronymo's part to get E amongſt the mi- 
I micks “.“ Shakeſpear 4s ſaid to have firſt intro- 
| duced him to the world, by recommending a play 
of his to the ſtage, at the time when one of the 


ich's Lives of Uluſtrious Men. 


= 


— 


EN Toindon, .. 1 
e e eee told him = 
of no ſervice to their company +, His 
— inted dramatic performance was a Comedy, . 
entitled | 


2 


e 
| very Man in his Humour, acted in the 
year 1598, which being ſoon followed by ſeveral 
others, as his Sej anus, is Volpone, his Silent Wo- 
man, and his Alchymiſt, gained him ſo high a re- 
| N n. that in Gctober 1619, upon the death of 
r. Samuel Daniel he was made Poet Laureat to 
e. and on the iIgth of July, the ſame 
was created (ſays Wood) Maſtez of Arts 
Oxford, having reſided fox ſome time at Chriſt 
Church in that univerſity. He once incurred his 
; Majeſty's: diſpleaſure for being concerned with 
Chapman and Marſton in writing a play called 
Eaſtward-Hoe, wherein they were acguſed of 
having d upon the Scotch nation, Sir 
James Murray repreſented it to the King, who. or- 
* them — > to be: . ap | 
a e wete in great of loſing Ears 
as a correction of their wantannels ;- = 
Ne the moſt partial have blamed. his Majeſty, if 
the uniſhment 9 been inflicted; for ſurely to ri- 
1755 a country, from which. der Sovereign had 
, [the, place; of his nativity, and che king, 
f his illuſtrious forefathers, was a-moſt daring 
| toms "Upon their releaſement from priſon, our poet 
— an entert ta his friends, among whom 
were Camden and Selden ; when his aged mother 
drank. to him; and ſhewed, him a paper of poi- 
fon. which ſhe had deſigned, if the ſentence of pu- 
Fe £5: had been inflifed,,. to have mixed -with 
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royal father had allowed him an Inpus) penſion 
of a hundred marks, he would make them pounds. 
In the year 1629 Ben fel ſick, N Was then poor, 


and lodged in Au obſcure alley ' his Majeſty was 


' 


Appen in his favour, who t him ten guineas. 
When the meſſenger delivered the ſum, Ben took 
it in his hand, and ſaid, His Majeſty has ſent 
* me ten guineas becauſe I am poor and live i in 
= „ Mey? 80 and tel him that his ſoul lives in an 
cc A 4 Sf 8 

He an a penſion from he ahy of Lodiop,: Grim 5 
erat of the nobility and gentry, and particular- 
Iy from Mr. Sutton the founder of the Charter- 
Houſe +. In his laſt ſickneſs. he often repented of 
the profanation of ſeripture in his plays. He 
died the 16th of Auguſt 1637, in the 654 year 
of his age, and was interred three days after in 
Weſtminſter Abbey z he hat! ſeveral * Kldren who 
ſurvived imm e 
Ben Johnſon contelved Py Signs injon of 
Mr. Drummond of Hawthornden *by* the" letters 
2 pe between them, that he Kerbel 

a journey into Scotland, and reſided ſome time 
at Mr. that's ſeat there, who has print- 
ed the heads of their converſation; ànd as it is a 
curious circumſtance to know the mo of fo 
a man as Johnfon'of his cotemp orary w gern, hel 
heads are here inſertel. 
Ben, ſays Mr. Dralutpens was _ " with 
86 faneies he told me, that about "the time the 
„Plague raged in London, being in the country 
« at Sir Robert Cotton's houſe with old Camden, 


pe ſaw in à viſion- his eldeſt ſon, then a youn 


* child, and at London, appear unto him, wit 
« the mark of a bloody croſs on his forchead, 2s 
„ ;f'jt* had ' been cut with à fword; at Which 


amazed, he prayed unto God, and in the morn. 


15 ing be came to Mr. Camden's e to 2 5 
vos © = 7 Wers. 


; . 25 N 
40 him 
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„ him; who perſuaded him, it was but an ap- 


„ prehenſion, at which he ſhould not be dejec- 
ted. In the mean time, there came letters 


bot from his wife of the death of that boy 1 in the 


« plague. He appeared to him, he ſaid, of a 


% manly ſhape, and of that growth he thinks he 


« ſhall be at the reſurrection. He ſaid, he ſpent 


« many a night in looking at his great toe, a- 
& bout which he had ſeen Tartars, and Turks, 
© Romans and Carthaginians ght in his ima - 

% gination. | 
That he had a deſign to write an epic din and 
« was to call it Chrologia ; or the Worthies of his 


« Country, all in couplets, for he deteſted all other | 


« rhime. He ſaid he had written a diſcourſe on 


poetry, both againſt Campion and Daniel, eſpeci- : 


- « ally the laſt, where he . e to be the 


„ beſt ſort of n * 


His cenſure of the Engliſh po ets was as follows: 7 
That Sidney did not 3 5 

« making every one ſpeak as ell as himſelf,” 
« Spenſer's ſtanza pleaſed him not, nor his matter; 
<, the meaning of the allegory of the Fairy Queen 


* he. delivered in writing to Sir Walter Raleigh, 
„ which was, that by the bleating beaſt he under- 


. ſtood. the Puritans ; 3 and by the falſe Dueſſa, 
the Queen of Scots. Samuel Daniat was a Bpod. 
6 honeſt man, had no children, | and was no Poet, 
« and that he had wrote the civil wars without 


„ having one battle in all his book. That Dray. 


* ton's Poly-olbion, if he had performed what he 
« promiſed to write, the Deeds of all the Wor- 
e 'thies, had been excellent. That Sylveſter's 

e tranſlation of. Du Bartas was not well done, 
« and that he wrote- his verſes 'before he under- / | 
. * flood to confer; and tho'e of Fairfax were not 
9 80 ood. That the tranſlations of Homer and 
* Virgil in long Alexandrines were but 'proſe. 


a - T6 W e 8 Ariofto of alltranſ- . 
Is ä lations 


oh © 


a decorum, in 


© 
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* lations was the worſt. He ſaid Donne was origi- 
* nally a poet; his grandfather on the mother's fide, 
* was Heywood the - nn That Donne for 
e not being underſtood would periſh. He affirm- 
ed, that Donne wrote all his belt pieces before he 
* was twenty years of age. He told Donne, that 
< his Anniverſary was prophane, and full of blaſphe- 
c mies, that if it had been written on the virgin 
Mary it had been tolerable. To which Donne 
% anſwered, that he deſcribed the idea of a woman 
e but not as ſhe was. That Sir Walter Raleigh e- 
«© ſteemed fame more than conſcience ; the beſt 
« wits in England were employed in making his 
* hiſtory. Ben himſelf had written a piece to him 
_ © on the Punic war, which he altered and put in 
4 his book. He ſaid there was no ſuch ground for 
an heroic poem, as King Arthur's fiction, and 
Sir Philip Sidney had an- intention of turn- 
ing all his e a ſtories of King Ar- 
* thür. He ſaid Owen was a poor pedantic ſchool- 
« maſter, ſucking his living from the poſteriors 
F of little children, and has nothing good in him, 
| < his epigrams being bare narrations. He loved 
= Fletcher, Beaumont and Chapman. That Sir 
« William Alexander was not half kind to him, 
* and neglected him becauſe a friend to Drayton. 
5; wh That Sir R. Ayton loved him dearly; he 
« fought ſeveral tinies with Marſton, and fays that 
« Marſton wrote his father in Law's preachings, 
s and his father in law his comedies.” 
Mr. Drummond has repreſented the character of 
our author in a very diſadyantageous, though perhaps 
not in a very unjuſt light. That he was a great 
« Joyer and praiſer of himſelf; a contemner and 
e ſcorner of others, rather chuſing to loſe a friend 
4 than, a jeſt; jealous of every word and action of 
* thoſe about him, eſpecially after drink, which 
Was one of the elements in which he lived; 
a diſſembler of the parts which reigned in him; a 
C | \.  bragger 


+ 


* 


«- bragger of ſome good that he wanted: he thought 


% nothing right, bud what either himſelf or ſome of 


« his friends ad ſaid or done. He was paſſionately 


kind and angry; careleſs either to gain or to 


Keep; vindi cw, but if he was well anſwered, 


greatly chagrined; interpreting the beſt ſayings 


and deeds often to the worſt, He was for an 


* 


religion, being verſed in all; his inventions were 


ce. ſmooth: and eaſy, but above all he excelled in 
< tranſtation. In ſhort, he was in his perſonal cha- 
< rater the very reverſs of Shakeſpear; as ſurly, ill- 
* natured, proud and diſagreeable, as Shakeſpear” 
<- with:ten' times his merit was gentle, good-na- 
<« taped; eaſy and amiable. He had a very ſtrong 
memory; for he tells himſelf in his diſcoveries, that 
he '60w:d* in his youth have repeated all that he had 


euer written, and ſo continued till he was paſt forty; 


and even after that he could have repeated whole 


books that he had read, and poems of ſome. ſe- 
le& friends, which he thought worth remembring. 

Mr. Pope remarks, that when Ben götpoſſeſſion of 
the ſtage, he Brought criticał learning 3 8 


and. that this was net done without- difficulty, 


whick appears from” thoſe: frequent leſſons (and 
indeed: almoſt declamatiens) which. he was forced 


do prefix t his firſt plays, and put into the mouths 


alogua; and their comedies followed the thread of 


tols his ſpeciab worth in literature, and his ac 


— 


of his actors, the rex, Chorus, &c. to remove 
the prejudices” ard inform the judgement” of his 
heatets. Till then the Engliſn authors had no 
thoughts ofs writing upon the model of the an- 
cients: their tragedies were only hiſtories in di- 


any novel, as they found it, no leſs implicitly © 
than if it had been true hiſtory. Mr. Seſden in 
his preface to his, titles of honour,” ſtiles Johnſon, 
his belouedufriend and a fingular poet, and ex. 


curate judgment. Mr. Dryden gives him the ti- 
tle of the greateſt man of the laſt age, and ob- 


— 


— 
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ſerves, chat if we look upon him, when he was 
himſelf, (for his laſt plays were but his dotages) 
he was the moſt learned and judicious writer any 
theatre ever had; that he was a moſt ſevere judge 
of himſelf as well as others z that we cannot fay he 

wanted wit, but rather that he was frugal of it; that 


in his works there is little to be retrenched or al- 
- tered ; but that humour was bis chief province. 


Ben had certainly no great talent for verſtfication, 
nor does he ſeem to have had an extraordinary 
ear; his verſes are often wanting in le, 
and "ſometimes have too man.. 

I ſhall quote ſome lines of his poem to the memory 
of Shake Pear, before 1 Tine den of his Pieces. 


T0 che memory of my beloved the author Mr. 


8 1 SHAKESPEAR,. and what be hath 


left us. | 85 3 f 0 04 wy - 3 Þ 
"To Re! no envy: (Sakesper] on thy name, 
Am I thus ample to thy book and fame: 
While I confeſs thy wiitings to be ſuch, "oF 
As neither man nor muſe can praiſe too mack. 
Tis true, and all men's ſaffrage. But theſe ways 
Were not. the paths I meant unto thy praiſe : 255 


For ſillieſt ignorance, on theſe may light, 


Which when it ſounds at beſt — v9 8 pt 


41 s blind affection, which doth ne er _— 3555 
he truth, but gropes, and ur all by | 
"A. crafty malice night preten bis prai 3 0 
And think to ruin where it ſeem d to raiſ. 
Theſe are, as ſome infamous ba ud or whore, 
Should praiſe a matron: What could. _ ber 
rn om oftid enn 7x: 278 
But, thou art proof eng thew, and. indeed, 
I therefore, will begin. Sqal ef, me age * 
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BEN v JOHNSON. „ 
| My: Shakeſpear riſe ; I will not lodge thee by, f | 


Chaucer, or Spenſer,- or bid Beaumont Any E 
A little further to make thee a room : 275 = ry 
Thou art a monument without 2 tomb, |. © 
And art alive ſtill, while the book doth live, $377! 
And we have wits to read, and praiſe to give. {) 
That I not mix thee ſo, my brain excuſes ;, © 
I mean with great but diſproportion'd muſes : 
For if I thought, my judgment were of years, 
I ſhould commit thee ſurely with thy peers, 3 
And - tell how far thou did'ſt our Lily outſhine, 73% 
Or porticg, _ or Marlow s mighty Bags: T2: The 


ie 


| Mo then does on to challenge all antiquity wo 


match Shak pear ; but the poetry is ſo miſerable, 
that the reader will think the. 1 998 Wen long 


h. CELES 
Fog et Fg 
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Ben his wrote Alas fifty het pieces pk __ 


we may rank under the ſpeties of dramatic poe-- 


beginning, with one” of 


1. Alchymiſt, a corny; ated in the RY! 5 


Mx. Dryden ſuppoſes this play was copied ſrom the 
comedy of re as fie r as concerns the Alchy- 


miſt's character; as appears from his prologue pre- 


fixed to that play, when it Was revived in his time, 
2. Bartholomew Fair, a comedy, acted at the 
Hope on the Bankſide, October 31, in 1614, by the 
lady * feryanzs,.. 114 then dedicated to 
ames 115 
: 3. Cataline's conſpi iracy,. 2 ani Ars ad” 
in the year 1611. In this our author has tranſla- 
ted a great part of Saluſt's hiſtory ;. and it is hen 
ſpeaking of this play, that Dryden ſays, he did 


not borrom but commit depredations upon the an - 


cients. 9 was not this * s talent; he 


M2 * U as 7 
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8 


| 


try; of which I ſhall &'% an account in e 1 
s beſt comedies. N 


1 ble Lrx of 


Pas totally . tqngefnels; and, was ſo-far un- 
| qualified. for tragedy. _. | 
4. Challenge at Tilt, at Marriage, printed I Wo 
ins: Chrif 1878 Maſque, , preſented at court, 1616. 
6. Cloridia, or the Rites of Cloris. and her 
Nymphs, perſonated i in a Maſque at court, by the 
Queen and her Ladies, at Shrove Tide, 1630. © 
7, Cynthia's Revels, or the Fountain af, Self- 
love, a comical Satire, firſt; acted in the year 1600, 
by the then children of Queen, Elizabeth's, chapel, 
© with the allowance of: the, Maſter of the ewes, 


printed i in folio, 1640, © Yn” 
8. The Devil is an Ass, a Comedy, added in the 
| wa. 1616. 

| J. Entertainment of King James. in. paſing his 


case. printed i in folio, 1640. 
- 10, Entertainment in Private of the King. and - 


Queen on May-day-in the morning, at Sir Willam 
Cornwallis! s hauſe at Highgate, 1 04. 

11. Entertainment of King James and Queen at 
Theobald's, when the FEES was delivered up, with 
the poſſeſſion to the Queen, - by the earl of 'Salis-. | 
bury 1607, the Prince of Janvile, brother to the 
Duke of Guiſe being then pfeſent. 

12, Entertainment in particular of Pe "REA 
and Prince, their Higbneſſes at Althrope at the 
Lord Spenſer = 1603, 25 Pre came. 9 into the, 


e | 
's #6 ainment of: the, 9 Kings, s of. Great 
mite d i at T heobald's. = « July _ 


8 Greet 
| Fit 15 nete ee bs in 
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time a new Prologue and Epi * Were { r dy 
Jo. Haynes, written by Mr. e 

16. Fortunate Iſles, and hep Baton celebrated, = 
in a Maſque, Geftgriel for yu) Coute' bn Twelfth- 


Night, 1626. | 

' 17. Golden Age Reſtored, a Mafdue, At 
Court 1615, 'by the Fords 154 i” Cent the | 
King's ſerVants. 


18. Hymentei, or e chene ts s of A Maſque, * 
and Barriers at a e Printed 1640. Lo 
tis Maſque are annexed Dy the Adrhor, Notes dn 
the Margin, for HluſtratioaroFthie unser Greek aud 
Roman Cuſtöoms. 

79. Triſh Maſque, at Ooutt, by e King's 1 ber- 


vans. 

20. King's Enterialnricntiar Welbeck in Notting- 
hamſhire, at the Houfe of the Right Honourable © | 
N Earl of Newcaſtle, at his going to cor / 
| 1633. . 

21. Love ed bn igdöfenee and Folly 
Maſque. 2 . 
22. Love Neſtöred, ft 4 Vf. te, 4 Eoute . | 

23. Loye's Welcome, the K Ker 
tertainment at Beller, #t ﬆ tlie Eat of Mae; "op 


16 f 
4. Mitt rech 4 Die, Rebdhdlled, = 
 - 1646; I'M * 8 2 -ofent at- \ 

ens Br. Em, Maler n ſchool, 
E of Which, on account bf che Wie 0 8 
1 P. bh, we ſhall take the le 0 ran. 
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er 


A brick Hill's Berker for ches thih a Re: 
- Thou better KO WI A Groundfil for to thy 
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2246 „ e er off 
| And better enn direct to cap a ke 0 
Than to converſe with Chlio, or Polybimny. 


i Fall hen to work in thy old age agen, 
Take up thy trug and trowel, gentle Ben, 
Let plays alone; or if thou need 'ſt will write, 
And thruft thy feeble mule i into the light ; 

Let Lowen ceaſe, and Taylor ſcorn to touch, 
gh + he loathed ſtage, for thou haſt made i it uch. 


Theſe lines are without wit, plant without poetry ; 5 
557 contain a mean reflexion on Ben's origi- 
5 nal employment, of which he had no occaſion to 
be aſhamed; but he was paid in kind, and Ben 
* anſwers him Wich equal virulence, and in truth 
F it cannot be ſaid with more wit or poetry, for it 
As difficult to ee which author's verſes are 
1 moſt wretched. . 
Shall the By Derity of a os TY 
| Secure thy aſpen yof pres Gin, 
| At libelling ? ſhall-no ſtar chamber peers, 
3 Pip nor whip, nor want of ears, 


All Which thou haft incurred 5 
Nor degradation from the miniſtry 
Jo be the Denis of thy father's: ſchoal, - 
Keep in thy bawling wit, thou bawling fool.” 
Thinking to fir me, chou baſt loſt thy end, 
III laugh at thee, poor wretched Tyke, go ſend _ 
1 boltant ule. abroad, and teach it ra- 

ther 


A tune to drown the ballads of thy er: | 
For thou haſt nought to cure his fame, 
But tune and-noiſe, and eccho of his ſhame. 4 
A rogue by ſtatute, cenſured to be Whipt, 
1 ; bined, 3 5 neck · lockt: 2 18 you, 
1 e N 8 : 


— 
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ö 29. Maſque, at the Lord Viſcount Hiam gts . 
8 a e. at re on Shrove Farin, at night, 
1 O 1 4 
26. Maſque of Auges, with deveral: Antimaſques 
preſented on Twelfth Night, 168. | 
_ - 27. Maſque of Owls,” at Kenelworth, preſented 
1 by the Ghoſt of Captain Cor, | mounted on his 85 
Hobby -Horſe, 1626. 
228. Maſque of Queens bre Frome che House 
of Fame, = the Queen of Great Britain with her 

Ladies at Whitehall, 1609. 5 
2209. Maſque, preſented in die Houſe of 16rd Hay 
by: ſeveral noblemen, 1617, for Se French am- 
baſſadoor. | 

30. 'Metamorphoſed Gyplies; a Maſque, thrice 
preſented to King James, 162 

Ft. rae; 7 15 bon the Alchymift s, at | 
Court. {1 $3 8 2 
2 Mortimer 80 Fall, 4 Tray dy, or Aichi a 
| fragment, being Juſt Nog and t e by his | 


33- Neptune 5 Triamph for the return of Albi- | 
on, in a Maſque, at court. 
| re News: from the New World diſcovered i in the 
; preſented 1620 at court. N 
1275 pray, en, the N Prince, a Maſque, of 
Prince Henry's... | 
36. Pan's. Anniverſary, or the Shepherd's Heu- 
day, a Maſque, 1625. 5 
37. Pleaſure reconciled to Virtae, a Maſque, pre- Fs 
ſented at court, 1619. : 
38. Poetaſter, or. his Arraignment, TY comieal ; 
| Satire, firſt acted in the year 1611. 
-39- Queen's. Malques,: the firſt of Blackneſs; 
ented 1605 ; the ſecond - of Ends was Re” 
ented at the ame court 1608. . 
40. Sad Shepherd, or a Tale of Robin Hood, a . 
Paſtoral. | 
41, Sejanus's Fall, a Tragedy: ated i in the — 755 
Ou” This my” has met with ſucceſs, and was 
n M4 | + uihered. | 


* a 


- in folio 1640. 


year 1625. 


* n 
* 122 1 * 


os he I. oriz of 
uſhered into 5 world by nine ans of verſes, 


one of which was writ by Mr. Chapman, Mr. 
Gentleman has lately publiſhed a Tragedy under 


ttse ſame title, in which he acknowledges che 9 82 


he took Hom Johnſon. : 
42. Silent Woman, a Comedy, firſt acted i in 


the year 1609. This is reckoned one of Ben's beſt 
comedies; Mr. Dryden has done it the honour to 


Wafer ſame. criticiſms upon it. 
43. Speeches at Prince Lens Barriers, printed 


n aly, ated in dhe 


44. Staple of News, a Cc 
45. Tale of a Tub, a Comedy. 


40. Time vindicated to "himſelf. wt tis Ho- £ 


900 preſented 12 nights, 1623. 
| NVolpone, or the Fox, a Comedy, fir ated 
e e year 1605 ; this is one of his acted plays. - 
84 'Caſe1s Newt; in Seed —— Hunt. 


ed 1509. 


4. Widow, a Comed added 4. the : 
houſe in-Black F 55 private 


ryars. 
50. New Inn, or the Light Heart, Dole, 
ated 1629. This play did not ſucceed to his ex- 


pectation, and Ben filled with indignation at 


the people's want of taſte; wrote an Ode addreſſed 
to himſelf on that occaſion, adviſing him to quit 


the ſtage, which was anſwered by Mr. Feltham. 


*The Alchymiſt, the Fox, and the Silent Wo- 


mr” have been oftner adted than all the reſt of 


Ben Johnſon's plays put together; they haue ever 
been generally deemed good ſtock- plays, and been 


perforined to many ada audiences, in ſeveral 


ſeparate ſeaſons, with univerſal applauſe. Why 
the Silent Woman met not with ſucceſs, when re- 


vived laft year at Drury Lane Theatre, let the 


new. critics, or 955 e * che TR Mede, wel 
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_ Thus. have. we £ wen a detail of Ben 6, ſon's 
orks. He is 41 wed to have been a 7975 
+ a to have öder and practiſed , e dramatic 
ales; ; but Dryden proves him to have likew! - 
been an uabounied Plagiary. . Hümour was his 
talent; an ke. appy turn for an epi- 
155 Na 55 better conclude his character as 
"i in the nervous. lines of the Prologue 
488887 Pe of Shakeſpear. _ 
After having ſhewn Shaketpear 8 boundle 
us, he continues, 8 


5 hive, i ee B as keel 
8 edle method „ and-1nvent by, __ 3 


2 9 
ſ: 


ad 


art * 


eic patients, and n - 
With regular approach aſſay d the heart; - | 
Cold approbatiog, AVE. the e bays, --- 

= F or they who. not .cenfure, carce could 
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3 AS Alken bf 4 very dep and Rae | 
ble fail To CATER A Devorthire, 
A and was brother o Matthew Catew, x e . | 
in the time of 4 6 tbelſion; be had bis ease TE 
5 ds Chriſti College, but Ke appears not 2 4 
Have been matrieuläted 8 7 a ener, or. that he = 
> took. 4 15 ſtic degr afterwards improving . 
| his parts by vll, 1 nd hrs with inge- 
nious BY in the Metropolis, le acquired ſome 


5 1 for his wit and . About 11 np 36 
* wor r Arn: Oe . hee vert. AERO 
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nr 
5 being. taken. notice of at court for his | in enuity, 
"he was made Gentleman. of the. Privy Chamber, 


and Sewer in ordinary to King Charles I. who al: 


-ways.cſteemed him to the laſt, one of the moſt 
_ "celebrated wits about his court l. He was much 
"eſteemed and reſpected by the poets of his time, 
[eſpecially by Ben Johnſon. Sir John Suckling, 
Who had a great kindneſs for him, could not let 
him paſs in his ſeſſion of poets without. this cha- 
racter. | ZE | | ” 
Tom Carew was next, but he had a fault, 
That would not well ſtand with a Laureat ;. 
His muſe was hide-bound, and the iflue of's brain 


Was ſeldom brought forth, but with trouble and 


The works of our author are, 3 EI ; 
Poems; firſt printed in Octavo, and afterwards 


being reviſed and enlarged, there were ſeveral edi- 


tions of them made, the third in 1654, and the 
fourth in 1670. The ſongs in theſe poems were 


' ſet to muſic, or as Wood yh it, wedded to 


the charming notes of Mr. Henry Lawes, at that 
time the greateſt muſical compoſer in England, 
who was Gentleman of the King's Chapel, and 


dne of the private muſicians to his Majeſt7. 
- _"Celum Britannicum; A Mask at Whitehall in the 


Banquetting Houſe, on Shrove Tueſday- night Fe- 
bruary 18, 1633, London 1651. - This Maſque 


is commonly attributed to Sir William Davenant. 


It was performed by the PAs the duke 
of Lenox, earls of Devonſhire, Holland, New- 
port &c. with ſeveral other Lords and Noblemen's 


Sons; he was aſſiſted in the contrivance by Mr. 


Inigo Jones, the famous architect. The Maſque 
. being written by the King's expreſs command, our 
author placed this diſtich in the front, when printed; 


{ Wood's ubi ſupra. 


\ 


Non 


Non habet ingenium: Cæſar ſed juſſit: habebo 
Cur me poſſe en. poſſe =o ae, patake 25 


The Swine may . as 2 ſpecimen. of the 
celebrated ſonnets of this elegant writer. 


; Mark how the baſhſul n morn in van vo 
Courts the amorous marigold _ ED 
With ſighing blaſts,” and Weeping rain; 3 


*# g 1 


ba Wo eg ihe ſpreads, then ſhe receives 231 5 


1 


d Celia ſhall receive thoſe 4 Ro 
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Bub in Love. 


; The, 
FL « 7 ; ; 


Yet ſhe refuſes to unfold. 85 
* when the planet of the daß e 
roacheth with his powerful! bs 


His warmer beams into her virgin bares 5 


80 ſhalt thou thrive i in love, fond boy +. ; 
If thy tears and fighs diſcover _.. 

Thy grief, thou never ſhalt enſoyßß 
| The jut reward of a bold, INE 277» Lad 
But when with moving accents thou 8 
Shalt conſtant faith and ſervice vow . 


With open ears, and with unfolded arms. = 9 ] 


Sir William Davenant has given an - honourable 


7 — in favour of our author, with which 1 - 


- nt author died, much regretted 
the bel wits of 


1, William Davenant thus addreſſes him, | | 
| Ver der dh Eg are ſo {inooth and hikh ge 1 1 


5 5 925 
5 1 - But a the Dye Le ſuch hrs oh 5 


conclude his life, aſter 1 that chis 
* 


ſome of 
his time, Ig, the year 1639. 


s glory, love, and wine, from wit can. raiſe; © 


rarns ee Gen 


ee r l 
Thy wit's chief virtue, e 
For every beauty thou hat rais d ſo High, - 


3 5 now coarſe faces carry ſuch a * 
As muſt Kunda a ar ow would 


; "$ a 

„„ „ * bs 
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Sir Manz Wor ros 
HIS le dart "the 1568, 
©; at Bocton Hall in the county of you Fg 
3 ſcended of a very ancient family, who diſtinguiſhed 
: + themſelves in the wars between the 'Scotch and 
- Engliſh before the union of crowns. The father 
of Sir Henry Wotton, (according to the account 
of the learned biſhop Walton,) was twice married, 
and after the death of his ſecond wife, "favs the 
| biſhop, his inclination, though naturally averſe + 
to all contentions, yet neccflitated he was to 
have ſeveral ſuits of law, Which took up much 
of his time; he was by divers of his, friends 
95 . en. to remarriage, to whom he often an- 
* fſwered, that if he did put on a reſolution to 
marry, he ſeriouſly renee Toy . Ks rts 


* 8 Perſons, namely, | 


4 + * 2 14 > F 
42 5 I 


Fx 7 4 
'Sf 40 21 


35 
5 Thoſe that bad 5 77 voy N InEg=15 
©: een ie, e 20 eie Bio 2 


1 * 8 FE * 
HE ae et = 


. « were of hi kindred: 5 W 


8 An wo} following his-own . 115 he met in 
c Weſtminſter Hall with one Mrs. Morton, the wi- 
8 dow of A ee e of Kent, 'who Was en we.” 
ip ſeveral ſuits in law; and obſerving Her. 
5 5 the time of her heuring one 51 {ant | 
on; before the jugges, he eu, ot but Toe 
CF. > Cul e 


4 
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fame time compaſſionate her condition, and ſlo 
affect her perſon, that thongh there were in her 


* concurrence” of all choſe” accidents, againſt 
„Which he had ſo ſeriouſly reſblved, yet his af- 
fection ſo ſtrong, that he then relolyed to 
1 ſollicit her for a wife, and did, and bind her,” 


By this lady be Rad bt author, who received the 


rudiments of his education from his mother, who 
was it ferme x woman of taſte, and capable of in- 


5 ſpring him with love of polite accompliſhments. . _ 


he became fit for an academical education, 
he was placed in New College in Oxford, in the 
beginning of the. ) ear 1554, Where fiving 3 in the 
condition' of a Gentleman Commoner, he 


tracted an belt with Sir Richard Baker, 7 = 6 


Wards an eminent hiftorian. Sir, Henry did not 
long continue there, but removed to Queen's Col- 
lege, where, ſays Walton, he made a great pro- 


preſs in logic and philoſophy, and wrote a Tra- 
Ty 6 for 122 uſe of 2 75 50 ge, BI, 'Tarroredo. 
ton 


tells us, © that this Fre Was ſo int 
55 © woven wich ſentences, and for the exact = wx 

"thoſe 1 affions and humours- he propoſed to 
© gr ie ſo performed, that che graveſt of 
* the declared, that he häd in a fi 


* empioyment n an e and ſolid teſti 
Me nee ee 1 


4 Hocke e ek Jake, e Wood, 1588, be 45 4 | 


member of Wees College, opp licated the vene- 


rable eb; 125 of reg — 5 that he Pen; b 8 8 


admitted to ee of elor No Arts, w. 
deſire was oo: conditionally, that he an 


| determine e Lent following, ut whether be Was 5 95 
| 1 uf 2 decer ane or took 20 5 de; 5. He 


ar in any of the univerhty regi 


| | og Mr akon fays, Et 5 . th te Nea ©" "ii ; 


is age, he proceeded Mater o 
* ny time read in 


Ken. i 


atin three lectures de ella. | 4:3 


£ 
* 


254 3 Fg Tet 
r 4 the time he was at the unifertey, and 
EE much 1 2 8 . the 1 05 of 


very e 8 concerpibl the daher 
of our author, which as it is of the viſionary ſort, 
the reader may credit, or not, as he pleaſes; it is 
bowever too curious to be here omitted, eſpecially 
as the learned prelate Walton already mentioned 
has told it with great exryelineſs, as. if i he was 
perſuaded of its reality. 

In the year 1553, Nicholas Wotton, "Ds of 
Canterbury, uncle to. ur author 8 father, being 
ambaſſador in France in the ceign of queen 
Mary, dreamed, that his nephew I Thomas Wot- 
| WP. was diſpoſed to be a 15 in a very hazard- 

us project, Which if not ſuddenly. prevented, 
01 Hue . in the loſs. of his life, and the ruin 
'of his family ; the dean, No ca. perſuaded of 
the im importance of his own dr Was very un- 
-ealy ; but leſt he ſhould, N ande 
he reſolved to conceal the OS ce, and nat 
to acquaint his nephew, or any body elſe with it., 
but dreaming the ſame a ſecond time, he determined 
to put eee in. execution in onſequence of 
it; he accordingly wrote to the Queen to ſend for 
A nephew Thomas Wotton out of Kent, and 
that the Lords of the "Council.. might examine 
- Vim, about ſome e conſpi piracy, ſo as to 
give colour for his Being committed to Jail, de- 
Caring that he would acquaint her Majeſty with 
. reaſon of his requeſt, when he ſhould next 
be fo happy to pay his duty to her. The Queen 
__ complied with the dean's 9 who at that He 
þ ty _ 824 e influence with. SY: en 


8 8 * 4550 114 fog a 1. Dy: About 
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About this.time a marriage was. concluded be- 
' tween: the Queen of on, 1 4 and Philip, King 
of Spain, which not a little diſobliged ome of 


_ "the nobility, who were jealous leſt their country 


by ſuch a match ſhould be ſubjected to the 2 
minion of Spain, and their independent rights in- 


3 


vaded by that imperious monarch. Thele ſuſpici- 


ons produced an inſurrection, which was headed 
by the duke of Suffolk and Sir Thomas Wyat, 


who both loſt their lives in Y co S to pre- 


3 the match by ſeizin os 95 Queen ; for the 

_ was ſoon diſcover, eafily defeated, and 
E. * perſons, with many more, bf uffered on a 
ſcaffo 


Between Sir Thomas Wyat and the Wotton's 8 6 | 
i mily, there had been a long, intimacy, and Sir 


Thomas had really won Mr. Wotton over to his 
Intereſt, and had he not been prevented by im- 
priſonment, he afterwards declared that he would 
ave} joined his friend in the inſurrection, and in 

all probability would have fallen a ſacrifice to 
the Queen's mae and the votaries of the 


Spaniſn match. 7 
Aſter Sir Henry vitted the univerſity, of Oxford, 
he travelled Inks - Tance, Germany. and Italy, 


where he reſided above nine years, and returned 


to his own country perfectly accompliſhed in all 
the polite improvements, which men of ſenſe acquire 


by travelling, and well acquainted with the tem 


per and genius of the people with whom he bad 


converſed, and the different policy of their 


vernments. He was ſoon taken notice of after his | 


return, and became ſecretary to the famous Ro- 
bert Devereux, earl of Eflex,- that: unfortunate 


favourite, whoſe flory is never . exhibited. on 


the ſtage,  fays Mr. Addiſon, without affe 
the heart in the moſt ſenſible manner. * 


IE, We] he continued in che character f 


POS * 


, rr » #6 ws © rept hen 
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nn ill. the earl was at) for his mu- 
tindus behaviour towards the Queen, and. put uf 
on his trial. Wotton, . who did not think it ſafe to 
'eotttinue in Fn; gland after the fall bf his maſter, 
"retired tod lofepce, became acg uainted with 
the Great Ditks of Tufcany, and roſe ſo hi gh in 
bis favour, that he was entruſted by him to r 
letters to James VI. King of Scots, under the 
name of ctavio Baldi, in order to inform that 
King of a Uefign zgalift_ his life. Walton . 8 
us, that thoug Queen rd yas, never willing 
to declare her ſucceflor, yet the i ing of Scots, 
Vas penerully believed to be as perlon, on whom 
the, crown of. England would e The 
Quern declining very faſt, bo both through age and 
vinble infireiities, © thoſe that ity 4 of the omi 
perſuaſion, it polht of {hs ligion, 1 that the 
death of the 7 5 55 Rabliſhi & ficceſion 
was the criſts for deſtroying. Bal porting 5 e 
Proteſtant reffpio gh this pa ion, die id therefc ore 
improve 1 055 op nden for preventing a 2 Pro- 
- teftatit Fes ſucceed her; and. 70 e . 
excommunication of Qyeen Elizabeth had both by 
the judgment and practice of by eye, Papiſts, 
expoſed her to be arfantably de 9 75 * about 
' e 6 Wore many endeavar to ex- 
. | a cken £6 ſhorten the Us 17 King 
| Jaws Vf 3 


Imttiediately after Woftos's return * Wes to 

Pforence, Which was 70 a year before the 
death «f Queen ee Ferdihand, the Great | 
Duke, lrad 4 4 _leftors, which diſ- 

covered à defigh a alot ch life of the King of 

ö Scots. The Peres abhotring the ſcheme of aſ- 
faſſination, ant reſolving to prevent it, adviſed 

With bis fecrets Ary Vietta, by what means 4 eaution 


85 "ould. be gi 
Wotton as 4 perſon. of the higheſt a- 
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bilities of any Engliſhman: then at bis court: 


Mr. Wotton was ſent for by his friend Vietta to 


the Duke, who after many profeſſions of tfuſt 
and friendſhip, acquainted him with the ſecret, and 
ſent him to Scotland with letters to the King, 
and ſuch antidotes againſt poiſon, as till then, the 
Scots had been ſtrangers to. Mr. Wotton bavi 
departed from the Duke, aſſumed the name 
language of un Italian, which he ſpoke. ſo Aale. | 
ly,'a with ſo dittle mixture of a foreign didlect, 
that he ould ſcarcely be diſtinguiſſtiod from a m. 
tive of Icaly; and thinking it belt to avoid che 
line of Englih intelligence and danger, > poſted 
into Norway, and through that country towards 
Scotland, where he found the King at Stirling. 

When he arrived there, he ef means by one * . 
of che gemlemen of chis Majeſty's bed-olmniber; 
to procure” x ſpeedy and private andionue” of 3s 
Mezeſly; -dedtering chat theibuſmbſs- which he was 
to negotiate was of ſuch conſequence, as had en. 
cited the Great Duke of Tuſcany to enjoin m 
ſuddenly to lea ve his native way” Jtaly, 8 
| im art ut to the king. 

The King 8 of this, alter u lake 
unde rated wick jalouly to hear of an Iten 
ambaffador ur meſſenger, appointed ia pi warte Rus 
dience that evehing. Whet 
the preſence chamber, be was dcfiren ito lay Wide 

rapier, and entered, found the 
King there, with three or Tour Scorch lords ftand- 
ing däſtant in ſeveral corners df the: chamber; at 
the licht of whom lie cle a fta, and which 
the King obſerving, hid him be bold, and deliyer | 
| his meſlage; and he would undertake for cke q 
of all w O were preſent. Upon this he delivered 


Wotton came t 


his meſtage and letters do his Majeſty in Italian; 


which when the King had graciouſly received, af- 
ter a little pauſe, * Wenn Kept * to the ta · 


t 1 
& 8-4. p Os. 6 f 
* * 
| 


* 
— 


258 be LIS 
ble, and whiſpered to the King in his own lan- 
guage that he was an Engliſhman, requeſting a 

more private conference with his Majeſty, and that 

he might be concealed during his ſtay in that na- 
tion, Which was promiſed, and really performed by 
the King, all the time he remained at the Scotch 
court; he then returned to the Duke with a ſatis- 


factory account of his employment. 


When King james ſucceeded to the Throne of 
England, he found among others of Queen Eli- 
Zabeth's officers, Sir Edward Wotton, afterwards 
lord Wotton, Comptroller of the Houſhold, whom 
he asked one day, whether he knew one Henry 
* Wotton,: who had ſpent much time in foreign 
travel ?? Sir Edward replied, - that he knew him 
Well, and that he was his brother. The King 
ten asked, where he was, and upon Sir Ed- 
wWard's anſwering that he believed he would ſoon 
„ be at Paris, ſend for him ſays his Majeſty, and 
when he comes to England, bid him repair pri- 
vately to me. Sir Edward, after a little wonder, 
asked his Majeſty, whether he knew him? to which 
the King anſwered, you muſt reſt unſatisfied of 
that till you bring the gentleman” to me. Not 
many months after this diſcourſe, Sir Edward 
brought his brother to attend the king, who took 
him in his arms, and bid him welcome under the 
name of Octavio Baldi, ſaying, that he was the 
moſt honeſt, and therefore the beſt, diſſembler he 
ever met with; and ſeeing I know, added the 
King, yon want neither learning, travel, nor ex- 
perience, and that I have had fo; real a teſtimony 
of your faithfulneſs! and abilities to manage an 
embaſſage, I have ſent for yon to declare my 
purpoſes, which is to make uſe of you in that 
ind hereafter *, But before he diſmiſſed Octa- 


Walton, ubi ſupra. 
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vio Baldi from his preſent attendance, he reſtored” 
him to his old name of Henry Wotton, 7 by 


which he then knighted him. 


according to his motto of beati pacifici, to have 


a friend 'p with his neighbouring kingdoms of 
France and Spain, and alſo to enter into an al- 


liance with the State of Venice, and for that pur- 
poſe to ſend ambaſſadors to thoſe ſeveral States, 
offered to Sir Henry his choice of which ever of 
theſe employments beſt ſuited his inclination ; who. 
' from the conſideration of his own perſonal eſtate 
being ſmall, and the courts of France and Spain 
3 ſo as to expofe him to ex- 
pences ab . | 

a place of more retirement, and where he could 
execute his embaſſy, and at the ſame time indulge 


himſelf in the ſtudy of natural philoſophy, in that 


ſeat of the ſciences, where he was ſure to meet 


with men accompliſhed in all the polite improve- 


ments, as well as the more ſolid attainments of 


. 
. 


philoſophy. Having informed the king that he 
. Choſe to be ſent to Venice, his Majeſty ſettled a 
very conſiderable allowance upon him during his 


ſlay there; he then took his leave, and was ac- 


companied through France to Venice, ſays Wal- 
ton, by gentlemen of the beſt families and breed- 


ing, that this nation afford. 

When Sir Henry Wotton arrived at Venice, 
there ſubſiſted between the Venetians and the Pope 
a very warm contention, which was proſecuted. 
by both parties with equal fury. The laity made 


many complaints againſt the two frequent prac- 
tice of land being left to the church without a 
licence from the ſtate; Which increaſed the poWerr 

of the clergy, already too great, and rendered their 


inſolence 8 In conſequence of this. 
the ſtate made ſeveral injunctions againſt lay- perſdns 


ane 


. 
[ 


Not long after this, King James having reſolved ; 


ove his fortune, made choice of Venice, 
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diſpoſing their lands in that manner. Another 
cauſe of their. quarrel was, that the Venetians 
had ſent to Rome; ſeveral articles of complaint 
againſt two prieits, the abbot of Nerveſa, and a 
canon of Vicenza, for committing ſuch abominable 


crimes; as Mr. Walton ſays, it would be a ſhame to 


mention: Their complaints met with no redreſs, 
and the deteſtable practices of theſe monſters in 
holy orders ſtill continuing, they ſeized their per- 
ſons and committed them to priſon. 2 Ko 


The juſtice or injuſtice of ſuch power exerciſed by 
the Venetians, produced debates between tlie Repub- 
lic and Pope lement VIII. Clement ſoon dying, 

Pape Paul the firſt, a man of unbounded inſolence, 
and elated with hi ſpiritual ſuperiority, let looſe all 
his rage againſt the ſtate. He judged all refiſtance to 
be a diminution oſhis power, and threatened excom- 
munxication to the whole State, if a revocation was 
not inltaaitly made, which. che Venetians .rejefling, 
he e ee menaces, and at laſt did excom- 
municate the Duke, the whole Senate, and all their 
dominions; then he ſhut up the 'churches, charg- 
ing the clergy to forbear ſacred offices to any of 
the Venetians, till their - obedience ſthoatd make 


them capable of abſolution. The coritention was 


thus fomented, till a report ꝓrꝭvailed that the Vene- 
tians were turned Proteſtants, which was believed 
by many, as the Engliſh embaſſador -whs ſo often 
in conference with the Senate, and that they had 
made all their proceedings known to the King of 
England, Who would ſupport them, ſhould the 
Pope prefume to exerciſe any more oppreſſions. 
This circumſtance. made it appear plain enough to 
his Holineſs, that he weakenedl his power by ex- 
ceeding it; and being alarmed left: a revolution 
ſhould happen, offered the Venetians abſolution 
upon very eaſy terms, which the Republic til! 
ſaghting, did at laſt obtain it, by that which was 
— | 


9 
ſo much as a ſhew of deſiring it. 


7 
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Fuori eight years after Sir Henry Wotton' going 


into Italy, he ſtood very high in the- King's eſteem, 


burt at laſt, loſt his favour for ſome time, hy an ac 
cident too ſingular to be here omitte. 
When he firſt went embaſſader to Italy, as he 


paſſed through Germany he ſtaid ſome days at Augs- 
burgh, where having been in his former travels well 


known by many of the firſt reputation in learning, 
aud paſſing an evening in merriment, he was deſired 


by Chriſtopher Hecamore to write a ſentence in his 


Album, and conſenting to it, took oecaſion from 
ſome accidental converſation which happened in 


the company, t0- write-a pleaſant definition of an 


nus, peregre-miſſus- ad mentiendum Republica 
„ cauſa ;”. which he choſe ſhould have been thus 
rendered into Engliſh: An Ambaſſador is an hon- 


| eſt Man, ſent to lie abroad for the good of his 
Country; but the word lie, upon which the conceit- 


turned, was not ſo expreſſed in Latin, as to ad-. 


nit a double meaning, ar ſo far a conſtruktion 


n Sir Henry thought, in Engliſh: About eight 
years after. this Album fell into the hands of 
Gaſpar Scioppius, a reſtleſs zealot, who publiſned 
boo againſt King James, and upbraided him 


for entertaining ſuch ſeandalous principles, as his 


embaſſador had: expreſſed by that ſentence: This 


aſperſion gained ground; and it became faſhiona- 
ble in Venice to write this definition in ſeveral 


glaſs windows. Theſe incidents reaching the ear 
of King James, he was much diſpleaſed wick the 


behaviour of his embaſſador on that occaſion; and 


from, an innocent piece of witticiſm Sir Henry 
was like to pay very deat, by loſing his maſter's | 


favour, Upon this our author wrote two apolo- 


pies, one; to Velſerus, which was diſperſed in Ger- 


mann and Italy, and another to the King; both 
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on reading chem declared, « that Sir Henry Wot. 


, 


« ton had ſufficiently commutted for a greater 


nd. ²˙¹˙¹i ecard art 3bgt 42 
VU pon this reconciliation, Sir Henry became more 
in favour with his Majeſty than ever; like friends 
who have been for ſome time ſeparated, they meet 


again with double fervour, and their friendſhip in- 
creaſes to a greater warmth. During the twenty 


yours which Sir Henry was ambaſſador at Venice, 


e had the good fortune to be ſo well reſpected by all 
the Dukes, and the leading men of the Republic, 


that his intereſt every year increaſed, and they ſel - 
dom denied him any favour he aſked for his country- 
men who came to Venice; which was, as Walton 

expreſſes it, a city of refuge for all Engliſhmen who 

were any way diſtreſſed in that Republic. Walton 

proceeds to relate two particular inſtances of the 

5 generoſity, and . tenderneſs of his diſpoſition, and 


nobleneſs oſhis mind, which, as they ſerve to il- 


luſtrate his character, deſerve a place-here.. _ 
There had been many Engliſhmen brought by 


1 


commanders of their on country, to ſerve the Ve- 
netians ſor pay, againſt the Turks; and thoſe Eng- 


liſh, by irregularities, and imprudence, committed 


ſuch. offences as brought them into priſons, and ex- 
E them to work in gallies. Wotton could not 
e 


an unconcerned ſpectator of the miſeries of his 


countrymen: their offences he knew. proceeded ra- 


ther from wantonneſs, and intemperance, than any 


real principles of diſhonour; and. therefore he 


thought it not beneath him to become a petitioner 
for their releaſement. He was happy in a ſucceſs- 
ful repreſentation of their calamities, they were {et 
at liberty, and had an opportunity of returning to 


their own country in comfort, in place of languiſh- 


15 ing in jails, and being ſlaves at the Gallies; and by 
this compaſſionate Interpoſition with the Republick, 
he had the bleſſings of many miſerable wretches: ry 


_higne 


£ LS 


- 


Sir HENRY WOTTON. NT 
kigheſt pleaſure which any human bein, can en 
wes be immortality. 5, yy 

Of the generoſity and -ablinef. of his mind, 

Walton gives Ts th inſtance; _ 12 5 
Upon Sir Henry Wotton's coming: a ſecond: tine 

to Venice, he was employed: as embaſſador to ſeve- 
tal of the German princes, and to the Emperor 


Ferdinando II. and this embaſſy to theſe” prin- 


ces was to incline them to equitable meaſures, for 
the reſtoration of the Queen of Bohemia, and her 
deſcendants, to their patrimonial inheritance of the 
Palatinate. This was by eight months conſtant en- 
deavours and attendance upon the Emperor and his 
court, brought to a probability of a ſucceſsful con- 
dußon, by a treaty; but about that time the Em- 
peror's army fought a battle ſo fortunately, as put 
an end to the expected treaty, and Sir Henry Wot-' 
ton's hopes, Who when he quitted the Emperor's 
court, humbly adviſed him, 'to uſe his victory with” 
moderation, which advice the Emperor was Neat! 
to hear graciouſly, being well ſatisfied with Wot- 
ton's behaviour durin his: reſidence at his court. 
He then told him, tho“ the King his maſter 
was looked upon as an abetter of his enemy, 
yet he could not help demonſtrating his regard to 
bim, by making him a preſent of a rich jewel 


of diamonds, worth more than ten thouſand pounds. E 


This was received with all poſſible reſpect by Sir 
Henry 3 but the nett morning upon his departing 

from Vienna, at his taking leave of the Counteſs 

of Sabrina, an Italian lady, in whoſe houſe he re- 
ded, he expreſſed his gratitude for her civilities - 4 
preſenting. ker with the jewel given him by the 
Emperor, which being afterwards diſcovered was 


by the Emperor taken as an affront; but Sir Hen- 


7. acknowledging his gratitude for the mark of 
diſtinction fhewn* to him, at the ſame ' _—_ decla. 
ted, he did: nen to receive ploßt fro om an x 
— pt e | pre- 


——_— 


204 ern 
preſent, given him by an en of his royal miſ. 
treſs, for fo the Queen of 3 daugh. 
— of the Kia gef 9 in toi call 


Upon Sit Henry; Wouwetmfolarbi andi. 
5 he ſignified. an inelination to the King to be ex. 
cuſed — any further employment in foreign af. 
faire, to retire from the buſtle of life, and ſpend: 
te. evenin 5 jp on his days in ſtudious eaſe and tran- 
quility. His Majeſty in: conſequenee ofthis requeſt, 
promiſed; him the reverſion of an: office, which was 
_ the-place of Maſter of: the Nolles, ifthe outlived: Sir: 
Julius Cæſar, who then paſſeſſed it, and was grown 
ſo. old, that he was ſaid ta be kept: alive beyond- 
nature's courſe, by the prayers er people 
Who daily lived upon. E Here it wall 
not be improper to —— — — 
ton had, thro a | generoſity af. tempem reduced: his: 
| affairs to ſuch; à ſtate, that bei: :cauli: not live- 
_ - without: ſome-profitable; employment, as: ho. Was 
indebted to many penſons for money le: borrowed 
to ſupport his dignity in his cabafly;) the King's 
appointment for that; purpoſe: being /cither not re- 
gularly Paid,” or: tog ineonſiderahle fbr the cx- 
Pence. This rendered it: i ible” fan him to 
Wait the death of Sic reer . heſides that 
place had been Jong-follicitedrby that worthy gen- 
tleman for his ſon and it would Have been — 
an ill-natured; os rave :by:ramyg; means pov! 
vented it? 
- 12 luckily, . that — Pro- 
voſtſhip of his Majeſty's college at Eaton became 
vagant by the. death of: Mr. Murray, for which 
there were many escheſt- and powerful ſollicitati- 
ons. This places Was admirably ſuited to the 
courſe of life; Wattan reſolved tos purſue, for the 
remaining part of his due he had ſern enough 
2 world c he 9 it, eng now three- 
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ſcore years of age, he thought a college was the 


_ fitteſt place to indulge contemplation, and to reſt 


his body and mind after a long ſtruggle on the 


theatre of life. In his ſuit for this place he was E 
pily ſueceſsful, and immediately entered into holy - 
orders, which was neceſſary, before he could cab 
poſſeſſion of his new office. Walton has related the 


particular manner of his ſpending his time, which 


ry died in Eaton. Colle: ege, was buried in the 
chapel belonging to it. He directed the follow-_ 
ing ſentence to be put 122 a wn monument 


to be erected over bim. 


Hic jacit hajus Nieser primus Fader Diſpi 
tandi pruritus ceclefiarum rar N omen 4 


. 
vere. 
wr * . : 
= * # „ + 1 
* 1 * — * 42 5 
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Which may be thus s rendered into es Englit; 5 . 
Here het the firſt author of this ſentence. : 


: The teh. of an > will prove the ſead of the 


as 7 4011 7 
* o . & 3 # 
S Oe © e 3 47 


Enquire . name alen ED 


nevalent to thoſe in diſtreſs, charitable to the poox, 


Was divided between attendance upon public de- 


. votion, the more private duties of religion, and the 
care which his function 1 from him of the 
affairs of the college. In the ee 1639 Sir Hen- 


Sir Henry Wotton has been allowed by all critics 
to be a man of real and great genius, an upright - 
ſtateſman, a polite courtier, compaſſionate and be- 


| and in a word, an honeſt man and a pious chrif- ” 


tian. As a Tie he ſeems: to have no copfidera- 


F harmonious, and ſome- 


* . . 7, 5 3 \ \ 
* 4 k 5, 
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| The rural part is turned into a den 


Wars with their noiſe, affright us, when hy EN 


| | 
| 
'V 
* 
N 

| 


we * 


8. has An. yer of noyelty,, his turns, are. "TM 


ny; thought s haye both b dignity. and.propriety, to 


recommend tbem, There is 2: ite piece amongſt 
is collections called the World; which we ani 9 . 
efore Wege an ee of his works, Fo 


1 OE world's a bubble: and F 


Leſs than a fpan. | 


In his conception wretched : from the womb, 


80 to the tomb, 


Nurſt from his cradle, and brought. up to — 
With cares and Mb 


Who then to frail mortality ſhall truft, .. 


But.lymns in water, or but writes in Juſt... 


Vet Whib'it with ſorrow here we live o elt, 
W bat life is oppo, 


| . but only faperficial ſchools, 


en To dandle. fools: tt 


Of ſavage men: 


: Arid where's a city from vice ſo free, 


But. may be termed the, worſt of all the t three? 
_ Domeſtic cares afliek the huſband's bed, 
'Or pains, his head, 


| Thoſe that live 8 tale! it for a curſe, 


Or do things worſe, 


| "Theſe MS children, thoſethathavethem none, 


Or wiſh them gone: 
What i is it then to have, or. no wife; 


. iy ſingle thraldom, or a double firife? 
Dur own: affections ſell 121 home, to pleaſe, 


Is n diſea e. 
To croſs the ſeas, to Ag orelg 4 . 
eri an to: „ 


- .; , We're worſe in peace. 


What ths remains, but that we ftill ſhould cry 
For * born, any — deen to die. ar . 
a 85 [+ 
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ne 16 author, af the following works z * s is. 


| Epiſtola de Caſparo Scioppio, Amberg. 1638, 
.$v0. This Scioppius was a man of , reſtleſs] ſpi- 
g rit, and had a malicious pen; who in books againſt 
King James, took occaſion from: a ſentence writ- 

ten by Sir Henry Wotton, in a German's Album, 
(mentioned * 260;) to upbraid him with; what 
principles of religion were profeſſed by him, and 


his embaſſador Wotton, then at Venice, Where the . 


ſaid ſentence: was alſo written in ſeveral glaſs Win- 

dos, as hath been already obſerv e. | 

 J[Epiſt. ' ad Marg. Velſerum Dounvir. Auguſte 
 Vindelicz, Ann. 4622. 

The Elements of Architecture, Tanks. 1624, to. 

in two parts, re- printed in the Reliquæ Wottonianz, 


Ann. 1651, 1654, and 1672,)8y0.' tranſlated. into 


Latin, and printed with the great Vitruvius, and 
an enlogium on Wotton t before it. Am- 
ter, 1649. folio. 4 41 

Plauſus & Vota ad Regem e 6 ſcotia redugems Lond, | 
263 3, in a large 4to. or rather in a little folio, re- 
ro by Dr. John Lamphire, in a book, entitled _ 

him, Monarchia Britannica, Oxon. 1681, 8vo, 

* ogg unter Robert Eart of Eſſex, and George 
late Duke of Buckingham, London 1642, in four 
ſheets and a half in \ Kod 7 

Difference, and Diſparity between the Eſtates, and 
Conditions of George Duke of enn and 
Robert Earl of Eſſex. 5 
Obaracters of, and Obſervations on, fome Kings 
of England. 2 
Ihe Election of the New Duke of Venice, after 
7s the Death of Giopvanno Bembo. St 
_ Philoſophical Survey of Education , or moral Ar- 
PN. 3 | 
E ann of IO, 1 5 

JJ 


268 - The LIE IF ©: 
The great Adlon between Pompey ho Czſar, 
extracted out of the Nee and 7 7 writers. 
IE 22d. Chap. o en. : 
- 2 -Meditati Ns: 4 Chirifimas Day. | 

"#4 Lins to, and Characters of certain Perſonages. 

Various Poems.—All or moſt of which books, 
e -Treatifes are re- printed in a book, entitled, 
KReliquæ Wottonianæ already mentioned, Lond. 
165 1, 1654, 1672, and 1685, in 8vo. publiſhed by 
38 Walton, at the End of Sir Henry Wotton 8 life, 

Letters to the Lord Zouch. 

The State of Chriſtendom :-or, a more ant and 
curious Diſcovery of many ſecret Paſſages, and 
hidden Myſteries of the Times, Lond. 1657, folio, 

Letters to Sir Edmund Bacon, Lond. 1661, 8vo. 
There are alſo ſeveral Letters of his extant, which 

were addreſſed to George Duke of Buckingham, 
Is & in a Book called Cabala, Myſtaries of State, Lond. 
"15: 2 of his Embaſiies' to Venice, Manuſcript, 
written in the Library of Edward Lord Conway. 
The Propoſitions to e n * 
nk cage [4 . 
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I. for whom lie took up arms in the time of 

"ne rebellion, being - honoured by his Majeſty 
| with a ca tain's commiſſion *. He Was the 
ſon of Rebe Markham, of Cotham in - the 
any” "of Nottingham, Eſq; and Was famous 


A who lived in the reign bf Charles 


1 | * ® Langhaine's Lies 5. 24. | 
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GERVASE MARKHAM. 269 
for his numerous volumes of huſbandry, and horſe-. - 
manſhip; beſides what he has wrote on rural recre- 


ations and military diſcipline, he-underſtood both 7 | 


the practice and theory of war, and was efteem-- 
ed an excellent linguiſt, being maſter of the French, 
Italian, and .Spaniſh languages, from all which he 


collected obſervations on huſbandry, One piece of dra 


matic poetry which he has publiſhed, ſays Mr. Lang- 
the Muſes, as well as Mars and Pallas. This play 
is amen. the mile A ĩð 
Herod and Antipater, a tragedy, printed 4to, 
1622; when or where this play was acted, Mr. 
Langbaine cannot determine; for, ſays he, the im- 
perfection of my copy hinders. my information ; _ 
for the foundation, it is built on hiſtory: See Jo- 


„ 
# 


baine, will ſhew, that he ſacrificed to Apollo and | 


ſephus. Mr. Langbaine then proceeds to enyme-  . 


rate his. other works, which he, ſays, are famous 


over all England; of theſe, he has wrote a diſ- 


courſe of Horſemanſhip, printed 4to. without date, 
and dedicated to Prince Henry, eldeſt ſon to King 
James I. Cure of all Diſeaſes. incident to Horſes, 
Atto. 1610. 8 Farrier, 4to. 16490. Maſter- 
piece, 4to. 1662. - Faithful Farrier, 8 vo. 1667. 
Perfect Horſemanſhip, 1 2mo. 1671. In Huſban- 
dry he publiſhed. Liebault's le Maiſon Ruſtique, or 
the Country Farm, foho, Lond. 1616. This Trea- 
tiſe, which was at firft tranffated by Mr. Richard 
Surfleit,, a Phyſician, dur author enlarged with ſe- 
veral additions from the French books af Serris and 
Vinet, the Spaniſh of Albiterio and the Italian of 
Grilli and others. The Art of Huſbandry, firſt 
tranſlated from the Latin of Cour. Hereſbachiſo, 
by Barnaby Googe, | he | revived and augmented, 


4to. 1631, He wrote beſides, Farewell to Huſban- 3 


dry, 4to. 1620. Way to get wealth, wherein is 


compriſed his Country Contentments, printed 4to. 


1668. To this is added, Hunger's Prevention, or 
the Art of Fowling, 8 vo. His Epitome, 12mo. _ 
; N © LE = GC. © | 
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Wanner err 
&c.—In Military Diſcipline he has publiſhed the 
Soldier's Accidence and Sa taff 470. 1635. Be- 
ſides theſe the ſecond book of the firſt part of 
the Engliſh Arcadia is ſaid to be wrote by him, in 
ſo mtch that he may be accounted, ſays Lang- 
baine, if not Unns in omnibus, at leaſt a bene- 
factor to the public, by thoſe works he left be- 
*© hind him, which without doubt perpetuate his 
„ memory.“ Langbaine is laviſh in his praiſe, 
and not altogether undeſervedly. To have lived a 
military life, which too often engages its profeſſors 

in à diſfipated courſe of pleafure; and at the ſame 
time, make h'mſelf maſter of fath? a variety of 
knowledge, and yield ſo” much application to ſtu- 
dy ee him to hold ſome rank in literature. 
In poetry he has no name; perhaps becauſe he 
did not apply kimſelf to it ; ſo' trac is the ob- 
ſervation that a great poet is ſeldom any thing 
elſe. Poetry engages all the 33 
and when we conſider how difficult it is to ac- 
quire a name in a profeſſion which demands ſo ma- 


ny requiſites, it will not appear ſtrange that the ſons 


ok Apollo flionld ſeldom be found to yield Tafficient 


attention to any other excellence, ſo as to poſſaſd it 
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Tuouas Heywood, TL No 


„ Ived in os 3 of e Elizabeth Ad 
King James I. He was an: actor, as appears 
om the gra of. Mr: Kirkman, and hkewite. 
from à piece written by him ealled, The Actors 
Vindication. Eangbaine c calls his plays ſecond rate 
performances, but the wits of his time would not 
permit them to rank ſo high. He was according to 
fs own. conſeſſion, one of the moſt voluminous 
_ wiiters, that ever attempted "dramatic poetry in any 
Be, and none bat the celebrated Spaniard 
Foßea de Vega can vie wich him. In his 
preface to ons of his plays he obſerves, that this 
'ragi-comedy is one preſerved amongſt two hundred 
and twenty, in which: I have had either an entire 
„ hand, or at leaſt a' main finger.” Of this rodigi- 
ous number, Winſtanley, Längbaine, and Jacob ,. 
_ agree; that twenty-four only remain; the reaſon - 
Heywood” h mſelf gives is this; That many of 
<:them hy ſhifting and change of conjpanies Have 
% been negligently loſt ; others of them are ſtill 
« retained in the hands of ſome actors, who think i 
it againſt their profic to have them come in 
print, and a third, that it Was never any great = 
ambition in me to be volummbully read.” Theſe 
ſeem- to be more 8 reaſons than Win- 
ſtagtey gives for their e Kt is ſaid that 
„0 he deren ae biaslgels day, but alſo wrote 
« each Ares a ſheer; and that ke might FETs | 
„many of his plays Were e in t - 
| Moen on e of F which - 
„„ may be the occafion that"fo many of chem are 
8 lob.” 5 hat en of our e "OR Ay 8 
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27 be Lirz of 
be plann'd, and perhaps partly com 8 in a ta- 


vern is very probable, but that any part of them was 
wrote on a tavern bill, ſeems incredible, the tavern 


bill being ſeldom brou ght upon the table till the 


gueſts are going to dep % + beũdes as there is no ac- 
count of Heywood's b * being poor, and when his em- 
ployment is conſidered, it is almoſt impoſſible he 
could have been ſo; there is no neceſſity to ſup- 
poſe this very ſtrange account to be true. A poet 
not long dead was often obliged to ſtudy in 
the fields, and write upon ſcraps of paper, 
which he occaſionally borrowed ; but his caſe 
was poverty, and abſolute want.“. Langbaine ob- 
ſerves of our author, that he was a general ſcholar, 
and a tolerable linguiſt, as his ſeveral tranſlations. 
from Lucian, Eraſmus, Texert; Beza, Buchanan, 
and other Latin and Italian authors ſufficiently ma- 
nifeſt. Nay, further, ſays he, “ in ſeveral of his 
plays, he has borrowe many ornaments from the 
<< ancients, as more particularly in his play called 
* the Ages, he has interſperſed ſeveral things bor- 
„ rowed from Homer, Virgil, Ovid, Seneca, Plau- 
% tus, which extremcly ſet them off. ” What opini- 
on the wits of his age had of him, may appear from 
the N verſes, n * of. one . 2 
enen e 90 ear 


The qui bbing Middleton, and RT 7. 
Th' apologetick Atlas of the ſtage; 
Well of the golden age he could entreat, 
But little of the met ke could get; - 
Threeſeore ſweet babes he faſhion d at a lump, | 
For he was chriſten'd in Parnafins pump: 
The Muſes goſſip to Aurora's bed, 2 hh, 
EO And ever fince 6 time, bis face was red. 
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THOMAS HET WOOD. 273 
We have no account how much our author 
was diſtinguiſhed as an actor, and it may be rea- 


ſonably conjectured, that he did not ſhine in as 


light; if his had, his biographers would ſcarce have 
omitted ſo fingular a circumſtance, beſides he ſeems 
to have addicted himſelf too much to berg, to 
ſtudy the art of playing, which they who are vo. 
_ taries of the muſes, or are favoured by them, ſel- 
dom think worth their while, and is indeed be- 

1 their „ HL 3 „„ 


The following is a partial account of our a0. 
thor's Plays now. ena: 153 18 1 


. "Robert Earl of 3 8 downfall, an 5 
kiſtorical Play, 1601, acted by the Earl of Notting- 

ham's ſervants. | 
2. Robert Earl of Hontingdon' . Death ; ; or Robin 


Hood of Merry Sherwood, with the tragedy. of chate ' - i 


Matilda, ae The plots of theſe two plays, are 
taken from Stow, Speed, and Baker's chronicles i in 
the reign of King Richard I. ; 
1 Ne Golden Age, or the Lives of Jupiter and 
Se an hiſtorical play, acted at the Red Bull, by 

the Queen's ſervants, 1611. This play the author 
ſtiles the eldeſt Brother of three Ages. For the 
ſtory ſee Galtruchius's 3 hiſtory, Roſs's 
Myſtagogus Poeticus ; Hollyoak Littleton, and 0- 


ther dictionaries. 


_ Jupiter to Alemena. The Birth of 


4. The Silver Age, 56135 3 inclding th e Tate of. 
rcules, and 
i Rape of Proſerpine; concluding with the Ar- 


raignment of the Moon. * Plautus. Ovid. Meta- 8 


1 „ 

5. The Brazen Age; an "kiflonical play, tk 
his play contains the Death of Centaure Neęſſus, 
the tragedy of Meleager, and of Jaſon and Medea, 


the Death of Hercules, Vulcan's. Net, &c. . For 


= was fee Ovid's Metamor h. Lib. 4— —8—9. 
5 N 5 F 2 The 
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6. The Iron Age; the firſt part a hiſtory contain- 
ing the Rape of Helen, the Siege of Troy, the 
Combat between Hector and Ajax. Hector and 
| 1 lain by Achilles, the Death of Ajax, &c. 
F. Iron Age, the ſecond part; a Hiſtory containing 
the Death of Penthefilea, Paris; Pr; am, and He- 
 , . Cuba: the burning of Troy, the Deaths of Aga- 
memnon, Menelaus, Clytenineftra, Helena, Oreſ. 
tes, Egiſtus, Pylades, King Diomede, Pyrrhus, Ce- 
ftzus, e 1632, which part is ad- 
* _ trefſedto' the author's much reſpected friend Thomas 
Manwaring, Eſq; for the plot of both parts, ſee 
Homer, Virgil, Dares Phrygius; for the Epiſodes, 
Ovid's Epiſtles, Metamorph, Lucian's Dialogues, &c. 
38. A Woman kill'd with Kindneſs, a comedy 
_  atted by the Queen's Servants with applauſe, 1617. 
9. If you know not Me, you know Nobody; or 
the Troubles of Queen Elizabeth, in Two parts, 
1623. The plot taken from Camden, Speed, 
CEE ee Engliſh Chronicles in the reign of Queen - 
i i1zabeth. - % 7 CO 
10. The Royal King, and Loyal: Subject, a tra- 
| 8 1627, taken partly from Fletcher's 
5 Loyal Su je. 23 oo 5 1 33 S8 5 
_ © 'The Fair Maid of the Weſt, or a Girl worth 
Sold, 1631. This play was acted before the 
King and Queen. Our author in his epiſſle pre- 
fixed to this py, pleads modeſty in not expoſing 
his plays to the public view of the world in nu- 
merous ſheets, and a large volume under the title 
of Works, as others, by which he would ſeem ta- 
eitly to gies 40 ſome of his cotemporaries for oſ- 
tentation, and want of modeſty. Langbaine is of 
opinion, that Heywood in this cafe levelled the 
A2 ccuſation at Ben Johnſon, ſince no other poet, 
- . - -in_ thoſe days, gave his plays the pom pous 
- title of Works, of which Sir John Suckling 
"has taken notice in his ſeſſion of the 1 85 
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| THOMAS HEYWOOD. . 3 
The firſt that broke ſilence, was good old Ben, 


1 before with Canary nee 
And = told them plainly; that Ns deſerved the 
ays, - 


* his were ee, e cthers ws re hp 
play ays. SK 15 n 
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|" There was alſo a diſtich direc b 7 ene yoet 25 


war age 10 Ben Joknſhh,” 
tell me, ns, where does the m 
Pa LIM deere 


8 


Which a chas anſwered (by es ny” 
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The author 8 friend, thus for the author ſays, 
, ww dr are e works, Wer others works are 


- 142; Fajr Maid 97 che 4. cr 2 Git wort 
Geld, the ſecond part; acted like wiſe before the 


| Koga _ Queen with 8 e dedicated to Tho- . 


—_ of Gray $s-Inn, Eſq;\ 


Dutcheſs of Suffolk, an hiſtorical play 
of For the my ſee Fox's enn 8 


52. 
ted at the "he in Drury-lane,. x 2. 


"red! to Sir Henry - Appleton, the 1 12 Plautu 
Moſtellaria. 


is. A Maidenhead well loft, 5 -afted ins 


Drury-lane, 1634. 


16. The Four London Apprentices, with the 
© Conqueſt of Jeruſalem ; an hiſtorical play, acted 


by the Queen's ſervants 1635. It is founded on 
the hiftory of Godfrey of Bulloign. See Runte 
Fullers te of che holy war, . 

N 6 Es 37. A. 
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14. The Englih Traveller, 2. tragiocom. dy, a- | 
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Elizabeth; the Genenaf 


aſs "The L1vs of 
i7. A Challenge for Beauty; a erag-comedy, 

N N by the King's ſervants in Black-Fryers, 
10 
1. The Fair Maid of the Exchance i with the 
Merry Humours of the Cripple of Fen- church, a 
comedy, 1637. 
19. The Wire Woman of Hogſden ; a comedy, 
acted with applauſe, 1638. 
20. The Rape of Egan: 2 Roman Tragedy, 
acted at the Red Bull, 1638. Plot: from Titus 
Livius. 

- 24, Love's Miſtreſs, or the Queen” » Maſk ; ; preſented 
ſeveral times before their Majefties, 1640. For 
the plot ſee Apuleius's Golden Aſs. 

22. Fortune by Land or Sea, a comedy; ated 
- 6k the Queen's ſervants, 1653. Mr. Rowley aſ- 
ted in the compoſing. of this play. | 
23. The 1 a comedy; acted 
at the Globe by the King's ſervants: Mr. Brome 

joined with Mr. He in w1 this comedy. 

This * related by 1 the author i in hi s Hierarchy 


of Angels. 
244. dward IV. an hiſtorical 3 lay, in two parts. 
For the ſtory . en Rakel 4 other 
chronicles. 
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This author 1 | publiſhed Geral ker works 
Im verſe" and profe, as his Hierarchy of Angels, 
„ the Life and Troubles of Queen 
Us of Women; An 
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Gentleman eminent for learning. The place 
41 of his birth, and his father's name, are dif- 
erently aſſigned by authors, who have mentioned 
him. We 1s d fays.+, that he was ſon of Tho- 
mas Cartwright of -Burford in Oxfordſhire, and 
born Auguſt 16, in the year 1615; Mr. Wood 5, 
_ that he was the ſon of William Cartwright, an 
torn at Northway, near Tewkſbury in Glou- . 
ceſterſhire in September 1611, that his father had 
diſſipated a fair inheritance he knew not how, and 
as his laſt refuge turned inn-keeper at Cirenceſter ;- 
when living in competence, he procured his fon, 
a youth of a promiſing genius, to be educated - 
under Mr. William Topp, maſter of the free ſchool 
in that town. From thence he was removed to 
Weſtminſter, ſchool, being choſen a King's ſcho. 
- lar, when compleating his former learning, under. 
the care of Mr. Lambert Osbaldiſton, he was e- 
lefied. a ſtudent in Crit Church, in Oxford, in 
1629, under the tuition of Mr. Jerumael Terrent , 
having. gone through the claſſes of logic and phi- 
loſophy with unwearied diligence, he took. the de- 


grees of Arts, that of Maſter being compleated in 
1605...” Afterwards he entered 12 holy orders. 
and gained great reputation in che univerſity' for 
: bis pathetic preaching, 25 4 £ L 785 i 124 by 825 74 * þ 
t Memoirs, p. 42. 8 Athene Oxon, p. 274. - 
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In 1642 he had the place of ſuccentor in the 
church of Salisbury, conferred on him by biſhop 
Duppa *, and in 1643 was choſen junior proctor 
U he anivectity i HE Was alſo. W iced read. 
er, and it was generally ſaid, that thoſe lectures 
were never performed better than by Mr. Cart- 

- wright, and his predeceſſor Mr. Thomas Barlow of 
> College, afterwards ford biſhop of Lin- 
75 a F. This ingemious 8 died of a ma- 
lignant fever, called the Camp-difeaſe, which then 

reigned in Oxford, and was fatal to many of his 

- - +Cotemporaries, in the 33d year of his age, 1643. 
lis death was very much lamented by all ranks 

af men, and the King and Queen, then at Oxford, 
frequently enquired after him in the time of his 
kckneſs, and expreſſed great concern for his death. 
Mr. Cartwright was as remarkable for the endow- 
ments of his perſon as of his mind; his body 
% Lavgbaine expreſſes it)? being as handſome | 
« as his foul. He was, fays he, an expert lin- 
£ ouſt, underſtanding not only Greek and Latin, 
= ac French and Italian, as perfectly as his mo- 

e ther tongue; an excellent orator, and at the 
« {ame time an admirable poet, a quality which 
% Cicero with all his pains could never attain.” 

The editor of his works applies to him the ſay- 

ing of Ariſtotle concerning Zſchron the poet, 

that he could not tell what Æſchron could not 

% de, and Dr. Fell, biſhop of Oxford, ſaid of 

hack, © Cartwright was the utmoſt a man can come 

to. Ben Je bkewife ſo highly valued him, 


that he ſaid, My fon N writes all like 
% 2 man.” There are extant of this author's, four 
plays, - beſides other poems, all which were print- 

ed together in 1651, to which are prefixed above 


Athen. Oxon. bol, 351 F Prefiice to his Poems in 3 vo. 
- ? % - ? F ＋ . - [4 i 
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WILLIAM CARTWRIGHT. 29 
fifty copies of commendatory verſes by the moſt 


eminent wits of the univerſit7. 
ne . £3: 20 bog 74 
Langbaine gives the following account of his 
r rent tes afoot e erfetins 
I. Ordinary, a Comedy, when and where acted 

is uncertain. ” 7-4 1356541 15 N 2 2 A a 
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2. Lady Errant, a Tragi- Comedy; there is no 
account when this play was acted, but it was eſteem- 
ed a good Comedy. 1 3 1 
3. Royal Slave, a Tragi- comedy, preſented to 
the King and Queen, by the ſtudents: of Chriſt 
Church in Oxford, Auguſt zo, 1636; preſented 
ſince before both their Majeſties at Hampton Court 
by the King's ſervants, As for the noble ſtile of 
the play-itſelf, and the ready addreſs, and grace- 
ful carriage of the ſtudents - (amongſt which Dr. 
Buſby, the famous maſter of Weſtminſter ſchool, 
_ proveichianſelf; a ſecond! Roſcius) did exceed all 
_ things of that nature they had ever ſeen. The 
Queen, in particular, ſo much admired it, that in 
November following, ſhe Tent for the habits: and 
ſcenes to Hampton Court, ſhe being deſirous to 
ſee her own ſervants repreſent the ſame play, whoſe 
| profeſſion it was; that ſhe might the better judge 
of the ſeveral performances, and to whom the 
preference was due: the ſentence was univerſally 
given by all the ſpectators in favour of the gown, - 
though nothing was wanting on Mr. Cartwright's. 
fide to inform the players as well as the Sho. | 
lars, in what belonged to the action and delivery of 


& 4 
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44. Siege, or Love's Convert, a Tragi Comedy, 

when acted is not known, but was dedicated by 
my author to King Charles I. by an epiſtle in 

5 4 3 

Amongſt his poems, ''there are ſeveral con- 
cerning the dramatic poets, and their writings, 
which muſt not be forgot; as theſe two copies 
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. which he wrote on Mr. Thomas Killegrew's plays, 

the Priſoner, and Claracilla; two cop'es on-Fletch- 

er, and one in memory. of Ben Johnſon, which 

Are ſo „ rt 97 5 of Mr. Cart. 
wright's poems ſpeaks of them with rapture in the 

: N b Ds. ue had Ben ſaid: had de read his 
t own Eternity, in that laſting elegy given him by 
' © our author. Mr. Wood mentions ſome other 
works of Cartwright's; 1ſt. Poemata Græca et La- 
tina. 2d. An- Offspring of Mercy iſſuing out of 
the Womb of Cruelty ; a Paſſion Sermon preached 
at Chriſt Church in Oxford, on Acts ii. 23. Lon: 
don, 8 vo. 1662. 3d. On the Signal Days of the 
Month of November, in relation to the Crown and 
Royal Family; a Poem, London 1671, in a ſheet, 
4to. 4th. Poems and Verſes, containing Airs for 
ſeveral Voices, ſet by Mr. Henry Lawes. | 
From a Comedy of Mr. Cartwright's called the 
Ordinary, I ſhall quote the following Congratula- 
tory Song on a Marriage, which is amorous, and 
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We early light ſprings from the fries, | 
fairer from your bride doth riſe; 
A brighter day doth thence appear, 
And make a ſecond e there, - 1 
ler bluſh'doth ſhed © 
Feeds 
Clear ſhame-faced bemwe 
That ſpread in ſtreams 
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And purple round the modeſt air. 
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What pretty oaths, then newly born 
n, ning bridegroom N ſworn 2, 
While froward ne „ 


3 r eee | "Ne 
Did yielding 8 


. keep o'er. night, 
"What he'd. have en you eremorn, 


1 493%0 ien "20t 3 D 8 * 
To grant wWhat they do come to loſe, 1055 
Intend a conqueſt, you that e p23 e 
* would be chaſtly bens 1 

FFF 
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3} | Only by hand eneireling wo he OA 
May ſhe round about you ine 
2 n eaſy tilting vines ; 8 55 8 0 
And while yon ne c an 
+... buy ul, a From her full lip ; - 5 +: 5H ord 
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As morning dew, | .- 
Like thoſe ſoft "RY your hearts combine. 1 
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© Youn ro. of E Edviin in , Archbiſhop of York, 

was > [Thorp in chat. county, 

and as a XR — Hall, was matricu- 
lated in the univerſity in the beginning. of Decem- 
3 ; how long he remained at the univerſity 
is not es to determine. In the year 1610 

he began a long journey; And after he had travelled 
through: ſeveral parts of Europe, he viſited many 


Atties, eſpecially Conſtantinople and countries un- 


der the Turkiſh tre; as Greece, Egypt, and the 
Holy Land. 2 he — of the 


remote parts of Italy, and the Iſlands adjoining: 
Then he went to Rome; the antiquities of that 
place were ſhewn: him by Nicholas Firzherbert, 
once an Oxfords Badent, and who:had:the honour 
of Mr. Sandys's acquaintaucs. hence our author 
went to Venice, and ſtom tat 8 to Eng- 
land, where digeſting Mi notes, he publihed his 
travels. Sandys, who appears to have been a man 
of excellent parts, of a plons and geherous diſpo- 
ſition, did not, like too many travellers, turn his 
attention upon the modes of dreſs, and the faſhions 
of the ſeveral courts which i is but a poor acquiſi - 
tion; but he ſtudied the. genius, the tempers, the 
| religion, and the governing principles of the peo- 

ple he viſited, as much as his time amongſt them 
would permit. He returned in 1612, being im- 
PO _—”_ Wood, in ſeveral reſpects, by this . 


Fd? # Athen Oxon, P- 46. vol. its 
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4 2 erer, being an accompliſhed gentleman, 


g maſter: of ſeveral languages, of afluent 


diſcourſe; and excellent comportment.? 
He 2 alſo a poetical fancy, and a zealous in- 
clination to all eee which made his compa+ 


ny acceptable to the moſt virtuous men, and ſcholars 
of his time. He alſo wrote a Paraphraſe on the 
Pſalms of David, and upon the Hymns diſperſed 
throughout the Old and New Teſtament, London, 


1636, reprinted there in folio On 1 _ 
— under this title. 4 


Paraphraſe owths Diess Fehden Job, Palms 


| of David, Eccleſinſtes, Lamentations of Jeremiahy 
and eollected out of the Old and New'Teftas 
ment. This Paraphraſe on David's Pſalms was one of 


| the books that Charles I. delighted ſo much to 


read in: as he did in Herbert s Divine Poems, 
Dr. Hammond's Works, and Hoker's Eccleſiaſtical 


Polity, While be was a Priſoner in the ben: of 


EE 


Paraphraſe e Didine: Pines, thn on hs 


Plalms: of David; on Eccleſ aſtes, anc} on the Son 
of Solomon; London, 1637. Some, if not alle 


mos Pfalms of Dpvid;o had vucal compotitions et 
to them by Wilkam aud Henry Lawes, wich a 


| thorough baſs,” for an Organ, in four :largerbooks 
or volumes in 4to. Our author alſd tranſtated/ in- 


to Engliſh Ovid's: Metamorphoſes, London, 162 


Virgil's- firſt book of Aneis printed with the for- 
mer. Mr, Dryden in his preface ta ſome of his 
_ rrariſlations' of Ovid's: Metamoryhoſes, calls bim 
the beld verſifier of the laſt ages 

Chriſt's Paſſion, written in Latin by eee: PR 
Hugo Grotius, and tranſlated by our author, to 
which he alſo ere 2 85 e been 
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handled before in Greek, by that venerable per- 
ſon, Apollinarius of Laodicea, biſhop of Hierapo- 
lis, but this of Grotius, in Sandys's opinion; tran- 
ſcends all on this argument; this piece was re- 
printed with figures in 8vo. London, 1688. Con- 
cerning our author but few incidents: are known, 
he is celebrated by cotemporary and ſubſequent 
wits, as, a very conſiderable poet, and all have a- 
greed to beſtow! upon him the character of a pi- 
ous worthy man. (He died in the year 1643, at 
the houſe of his nephew Mr. Wiat at Boxley Ab- 
bey in Kent, in the chancel of which pariſh church 
he is buried, though without a monument, only 
as Wood ſays with the following, which ſtands in 
the common regiſter belonging to this church. 
CLANS TY obey T3S8 »* Id; CCC * {| 57 


Secorgius Sandys, Poetarum Anglorum ſui ſæculi 
Princeps, ſepultus fuit Martii 7 ſtilo Anglico. An- 
no Dom. 1 435 It would be injurious to the me- 
mory of Sandys, to diſmiſs his life without in- 
forming the reader that the worthy author ſtood 
high: in the opinion of that 'moſt accompliſhed 
young nobleman the lord viſcount Falkland, by 
whom to be praiſed, is the higheſt compliment that 
can be paid to merit; his lordſhip addreſſes a copy 
of verſes to Grotius, oceaſioned by his Chriſtus 
Patiens, in which he introduces Mr. Sandys, 
and ſays of him, that he had ſeen as much as 
Grotius had read ; he beſtows upon him like wiſe the 
epithet of a ſine gentleman, and obſerves, that 

though he had travelled to- foreign countries to 
| enakl Ti; and acquire knowledge, yet he was wor- 
thy, like another Livy, of having men of emi- 
nence from every country come to viſit him. From 
the quotation here given, it will be ſeen that Sandys 
© was. a ſmooth verſiſier, and Dryden in his preface 
to his tranſlation of Virgil, - poſitively ſays, that 
had Mr. Sandys gone before him in the whole 


tranſlation, 
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 cranſlarion; he would by.» no means have A 
= after him- . ' | 


* | of 


m "the Eranllatin of his Chef, rauen, in | 
the chorus hi „„ : 


MY 
** 
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425 Jes ble 


Daughters of Solyma, no more 
My wrongs thus paſſionately deplore. . 1 
Theſe tears for future ſorrows keep, 3 
Wives for yourſelves, and children weep 5 
That horrid day will ſhortly come, 
When you ſhall. bleſs the Ne: womb, 


o*” % 
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And breaſt that never infant fed; 45 
Then ſhall you, wih the mountain 's bead 

Would from this trembling baſis ſlide, Re” 
And all in he ein N 1 54 25 ly > 
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40 bis traullation of 1285 tho verſes on a Fame 3: 
are thus N | * Na 
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And now the TOY is dey nick Jose; 8 rage, 
8 or fire, nor ſword, ſhall raiſe,” nor eating age, 
Come when i it will, my death's uncertain 1 2 ? 
Which only o'er my body bath a power: 
Vet ſhall my better part tranſcend the oy 6h 

And my immortal name ſhall never die: 

For whereſoe' er the Roman'Eagles end 
Their conqu' ring wings, I ſhall of all be read... 
And if we Prophets can preſages mo 5 _— 
e fame ee 75 
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Cary Lucꝛus, Lord Viſcount 


THE ſon of Henry, lord viſcount Falkland, 
3 was born at Burford in Oxfordſhire, [about 
the year 1610 *. For ſome years he received his 
r in Ireland, 3 * 5 4 ogg 

im when he was appointed Lord Deputy o 
that kingdom in 20 28 he had his 9 
learning in Trinity College in Dublin, and in St. 
John's College, Cambridge. Clarendon relates, 
« that before he came to be twenty years of 
age, he was maſter of a noble fortune, which 
e geſcended to him by. the gift of a grandfather, 
% without paſſing through his father or mother, 
« who were both alive; ſhortly. after that, and ba- 
« fore he was of age, being in his inclination a 


e great lover of the military life, he went into 2 


% the low countries in order to procure a com- 
« mand, and to give himſelf up to it, but was 
« diverted from it by the compleat inactivity of 
„ that ſummer.” He returned to England, and 
applied himſelf to a ſevere courſe of itudy ; firſt 
to polite literature and poetry, in which he made 
ſeveral ſucceſsful' attempts. In a very ſhort time 
he became perfectly maſter of the Greek tongue; 


accurately read all the Greek hiſtorians, and be- 4 
fore he was twenty three years of age, he had pe- 
ruſed all the Greek and Latin Fathers. | p 

About the time of his father's death, in 1633, '4 


he was made, one of the Gentlemen of his Ma- 

® Wool's Athen. Oxon, vol, i, col. 386. ; 

„ „ jeſty's 
1 | 
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jeſty kJ Privy Chamber, | otwithfandin ing ich Ke 
fre ae retired” to Oxford, to en joy the con- 
ly 161 of 16 arned and 1 In 163 39” 
en 854 in an expedition againſt the Scots, 
. ot 995 received fome df appoihtimient in a 
nand of a troop. of horſe, of Which ne had a 
cot ſe, he went 2 Dries -with the "earl, f 
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bes 40. ke was choſen, 3 ember of the Edwfe 
"oft Con ons, for New Git 10 8 7 55 f Wight | 
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lach 'of April in the ane year, and from the. 
bates, ſay s CI; arendop, Which Were managed 
Wich all Aga Sravity and ſobriety, She 
5 conttacted ſuch a reverence for Parliaments, that 
"he thought it abſolutely impoſſible they ever 
could produce miſchief. or inconvenience to the 
'E nation, o that the kingdom could be tolerably 
x. * 7 in the intermiſſion of them, and and from the 
nhappy and unſeaſonable diffolution of the Par- 
0 3 — 1 he harboured ſome Pre) judice to the, 5 
court.“ 

In 1641, John, lord Finch, Keeper of the Great 
Seal, was impeached by lord Falkland, in the 
name of the Houſe of Commons, and his lord- 
hip, ſays Clarendon, managed that proſecution | 

© With, great yigour and Marpneſs, as alſo 4gainſt | 

© the earl of Strafford, ,2contrary to "his natural 
<:pentlenely, of temper, but 1 in both theſe caſes 
he was mifled by the autho 7% of thoſe, ole woot 
he believed underſtood the a ys perfe&] 7. of 
which he himſelf was utterly ignorant ||.” : 
Hie had contracted an Auer on towards 77 el 
biſhop Laud, and ſome other biſhops, which inclined 
bim to concur in the firſt bill to take away the votes of 
Ap ene in the Houſe of e The Teaſon of * 


f * „ Clarendon? $Htitory 4e c. I a: „ I S 


* 


|! | 
| 
| 
' 
| 
' 
4 


* 


- 


_ *an' intereſt quite *oppoſite to Hitnpden's. 
After much en he at laſt accepted the 
Seals of his "Majeſty, and ſerved in that employ- 
ment with wiſhaken integrity, being above cor- 
,rypyon of au Kind.. 
When he Was veſted with chat high dignity, 
two parts of his conduct were very remark- 
able; he could never. perſuade himſelf that it was 
"lawful to employ ſpies, or give any countenance 
or entertainment to ſuch perſons, who by a com- 
- munication” of guilt, or diſimulation of -manners, 
Wind themſelves-into ſoch truſts and. ſecrets, as en- 
able wem to make diſcoveries; neither could hc 
ever ſuffer himſelf to open letters, upon a ſuſpiciqu 
that they might contain matters of dangerous con- 
ſequence, and proper for ſtateſmen to know. As to 
the firſt he condemned them as void of all ho- 
nour, and who ought juſtly to be abandoned to in- 
famy, and that *no ſingle preſervation could be 
| Worth ſo” general a wound and corruption of ſoci- 
ty, as encouraging ſuch people would carry with it. 
The laſt, he thought Juch à violation of the lee 
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of nature, that no qualification, by / office could 
- jaſtify him in the treſpaſs, and tho the neceſſity 


of the times made it clear, that thoſe advantages 


were not to be declined, and were neceſſary to 
be practiſed, vet Me: aun. Wenns to Fes. it jor 
from himſclf* __ .. 

June 15, 1642, he was one oF the lords pts 
bg ned the. declaration, wherein: they profeſſed they 
were fully ſatisfied his. Majeſty, had no intention 
to The: "TA de his, Parliament. At the ſame 
time 8 bed to levy twenty harſe for his 
Maße ervice, upon Which he was excepted. 
from the Parliament's favour, in the inſtructions 

iven by the two Houſes to their general the 

arl of Eſſex. He attended the King to Edge- 
hill fight, ye pr after the enemy was routed he . 
was. expoſed boſe who þ danger, by endeavour- 
ing to 5 who had thrown away their 
arms. He Be -alſo with his Majeſty at Oxford, 
aud during bis reſidence there, the, King went 
one, day to ſee the public librar Ky Where he was 
ſhewed, among other books, a irgil nobly prin- 
ted, and ex 73 bound. The Lord Falkland, 
to divert the Ki ng, would have him make a trial 
of his fortune 5 the Sortes Virgilianæ, an uſual 
kind of divination, in ages paſt, made by open- 
ing a Virgil. Whereupon. the King opening the 
book, the 2 Which happened to come up, 
TRE that 7-08 of Dido s imprecation againſt Eneas, = 
4 61 5, Pakt . e is e | 
e in fr Dryden, WI TE - 


ba. hs 3 1 HEE field, 
e and 3 expell'd, 


e Mt his ſons: em- # 


NGC ſue from place to. place, 4 
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His Majeſty ſeemed much echter at chi ac- 


cident. - Lord Falkland who obſerved it, would- 


likewiſe oy eat ee bg in the ſame manner, 
ing he might fall upon ſome paſſage that had 
no relation to his caſe, a thereby Avent the king's 
thoughts from any impreſſion the other might ma 
upon him; but the place Lord Falklan ele 


was more ſuited to his deſtiny than the other 


had been to the King's, 'beivg che follow: 
ing expreflions of 'Evander, on the untimely death 
of his ſon Pallas. | ned. b. 11. verſe 152, Ke. 


Non bre, 0 Palla, dederas Nee Parent, &c. 
| Thus tranſlated by Mr. Dryden : 


0 Pallas ! chou haft failed ty Mitte Wot, 
To fight with caution, not to tempt the ſword : 

I warn'd thee, bat in vain; for Well I knew, 

_ What perils youthful ardour would purſue: 
That boiling bloed would carry thee' too far; 
Voung as thou wert to dangers, raw to war ! 

O eurſt eſſay of arms, Miao: 
Prelude of Tiny; felds, and fights to come 9. 


| 3 the -bez inning er dle Sir War, his 1. 
tural chearfulneſs and vatity WAs dende. An. 
a kind of ſadneſs and dejectich of 1 it ſole up- 


on him. After the 5 *of che two houſes 


not to admit any treaty of peace, hoe inidifpo- 
ſitions which had before touched fim, grew into 


a habit of gloomineſs; and he Who, bad, been ea- 
iy And uffube 70 All men, becuftle on à ſudden 
1285 Sbmmallieh ble, Had, ahd extremtel affected 
Wich che ſpleen. In bis dteſs, to w. Hich | he had 
formerly paid n attention, beyond What mig light have 
been expected from a man of ſo great itte, 


| and ſo much en, he became negligent and ſlo- 


Ahlem, &C- FI Welood, edit 1718. 12mo. p- dee 
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venty;; and in his reception of ſuitors, fo quick, 
ſharp, * and ſevere,” that he Was looked bd as 
proud and imperious. 

When there was any hope of peace, bir former 
ſpirit uſed to return and he appeared gay, and 
vigorous, and exceeding ſollicitous to prefs any 
thing that might promote it; and Clarendon ob- 
ſerves, That after a deep filence, when he was, 
© fitting amongſt his friends, he would with a 
*hrill- voice, and ſad accent, repeat the words 
« Peace'! Peace! and would paſſiogarely ſay, that 
« the 'agony' of the war, the ruin and bloodſhed 
“ in Which he faw the nation involved, took hie 
“ ſleep from him, and would ſoon break his heart.” 

This extream uneaſineſs ſeems to have hurried 
him on to his deſtruction; for the morning before 
the battle of Newbery, he called for a clean 
ſhirt, and eing aſked the. reaſon of it, anſwered, 
« /That' if he Were lain” in the battle, they mould 
„not find his body in foul linen.” Being per- 
ſuaded by bis friends not to go into the fight, | 
as being no military offcer, He ſaid he was 
« weary of tlie times, forefaw much miſery to 
. reer and did believe he ſhould be out 
«of t e're night.” - Futting 'bitſelf therefore in- 
to the firſt Tank of hi E 1370 By ron's regiment, | 
he was fhot with a mu et in the lower part of his, 
belly,” on the '2oth of September 1643, and in the 
instant falling from his "horſe, his body was not 
found till next mornin: 5 

Thus died in the ed of honour, the incom- 

parable Lord Falkland, on whom all his con- 

temporaries beſtowed the moſt laviſh, encomiums, 
ad 'very” Yeſtrvedly raiſed altars" of praiſe to his 
memory. Among all his panegyriſt-, "Clarendon 
1s the foremoſt, and of alf gie anthority ; ; and in 
his words therefore, I ſhall give his character to 
the reader. * In this ar, cb, battle, (ſays he) 
„ * : „ 1 
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. Was flain the Lord viſcount Falkland, a perſon 


* of ſuch prodigious parts, of learning and know- 


© ledge, of that inimitable ſweetneſs and delight 


in converſation, and ſo; flowing and obliging a 
«« humanity. and goodneſs to mankind, and of 
< that primitive ſimplicity and integrity of life, 


« loſs, it muſt be moſt infamous and execrable 
«to all poſterity, He was a great cheriſner of 
„ wit and.fancy,., and good parts in any man ; 
« and if he found them clouded, with poverty 
and want, a moſt liberal and bountiful patron 


+ towards them, even above his fortune.” His 


* 


his panegyric on his decealed friend. He fell 
5 the”: 4th, year of his age, having ſo much 


lordſhip then enumerates the unſhaken loyalty. and 
great abilities of this young hero, in the warmth 
of a friend; he ſhews him in the moſt engaging 


1 


light, and of all characters which in the courſe 


of this work we met with, except Sir Philip Sid. 


ney's, lord Falk and's ſeems to be the moſt amia- 
ble, and his virtues are confeſſed by his enemies 
of the oppoſite faction. The noble hiſtorian, 
in his uſual. maſterly manner, thus, concludes. 


„ diſpatched the true buſinels of life, that the eld- 
« eft rarely attain to that immepſe knowledge, 
« and the youngeſt enter info the world with more 


© innocency : whoſoever leads ſuch a life, needs 
* be leſs anxious upon how ſhort 2 it is 


taken from him.” ——As to his perſon, he was 
little, and of no great ſtrength ; his hair was: 


blackkim, and ſomewhat flaggy, and his eyes black 


and lively. His body was buried in the church 
„„ TTING 2.79 2 


— 


that if there were no other brand upon this 
« odious and accurſed civil war, than that ſingle 
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His work are chiefly theſe : 25 


Firſt Poems.—Next, beſides thoſe Speeches of 
his mentioned above, | 
1. A Speech concerning Uniformity, which we 
are informed of by Wood. 
2. A+ N b. ill Counſellors about the King, 
1640 *. 
A Draught of a speech concerning \Epiſcopacy, 
London, 1660, 4to. ' 
- Diſcourſe of the Infallibility of the Church 
of Rome, Oxford 1645, 4b. George Holland, a 
Cambridge ſcholar, and afterwards a Romiſh pri-it, 
having written an anſwer to this diſcourſe of the | 
Infallibility, the Lord 20 898 Ih 0 a reply to it, 
entitled, 5 
5. A. View: n Dm ions. $a a inſt 
the Diſcourſe of the Infallibility of the Church 
of Rome, printed at. Oxford, 1646, 4to. He aſ- 
fſted Mr, Chillingworth in his bock of the Re- 
ligion of the Proteſtants, Kc. This particular we 
learn from Biſhop Barlow in his Genuine Remains, 
who ſays, that when Mr. Chilling worth undertook. 
the defence of Dr, Pottus's book, againſt the Je- 
ſuit. he was + almoſt continually at Tew with my 
Lord, examining the reaſons of both parties pro 
and Con; and their invalidity and confequence ; 
where Mr. Chillingworth had the benefit "on my 
Lord's company, ane of kk good Fs” | 


We ſhall: preſent our Adds with: aſpecimen 101 
his lordſhip if 2g] £3 in à copy of verſes addreſ. 
ſed to Grotios on his Chriftas: ON A 9 25 
e Py! 5 85 N f 2 85 
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and wrote" it at nine; if either of the 
yes is true, it 1 as if he had learn- 


To the AUTHOR... 


Our age's wonder, by thy dies, the fame, 
Of Belgia, by thy baniſhment, the ſhame ; ; 
Who to more knowledge younger didſt arrive 
Than forward Glaucias, yet art ſtill alive, 
Whoſe maſters-oft (for ſuddenhy vou grew, 
To equal and paſs thoſe, and need no new) 
To ſee how ſoon, how: far thy wie could reach, 
Sat down to wonder, when they came to teach. 
Oft then would Scaliger contented be 
To leave to mend all times, to poliſn 3h 
And of that pains, effect did higher boaſt, 

_ "Phan had he gain'd all that his fathers loſt, 
When thy Capella read —S———— 
That King of critics ſtood amaz'd to ſee 
ie | Lap ne like operon ger y ae, 5 


Toy * 1 in To: 2 o 7 7 105 of * 470 'F. It: 
g 2 * ” 5 8 "= 


de Jou HN Se line l 

iT eve” £3 . ; 
IVED imd che; Leis of- King:Charles I. and 
was ſon of Sir John Suekling, comptroller of 


"the houſhold to- that monarch. He was born at 
Witham, in the county of Middleſex, 1613, with 


2 remarkable circumſtance -of bis-| mother's -going 


eleven months with him, which paturalifts: look 


2s portending 4 hardy. and vigorous conſti- 
Wien A ſtrange circumſtance is related of him, 


in his early years, in a life prefixed to his works. 


He ſpoke Latin, ſays the author, at five x Lack old, 
e 


circum- 


ed 
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ed Latin from Te nurle, . 0h ever heard any Or. 
ther 7 was native to him: 
but to f. k at ie, in conſequence of ſtudy, 


is a molti 
| 1 arts, which our authgr chiefly aq = 
1 805 muſic and. poetry; how far he ex- 


Sh od. ing the fo en 
Vie. r ee mentioned; ther 


ee in 1 Ur Suckling ſeems to 
3 been no Date r to jobs 5 had even the. fnoſt 
diſtant al of i ; bis lines arg generally ſo 
Gn , that gang can eg our without grating 
3 * 17 55 of 11 of Fn ul plays. he a3 he — 
Ie aſt, conſequent] 
: = PA our deſign; but 8 * 
x. conceptions, as well as the power of num- 
ber 0 ern e. hes W 


he Fawn, nor can — 


S is. "Ro Me. 
is vo pget, notwi 
is letters, which . publiſhed = 
„e eee s Eis file ea - 
1 . thoughts natural; and in 


one would Wonder that the ſame 
ae . 
he trave 


e i - «pers in Nele, 


in — 

| ms be been une, 
— of is country, 4 

6 2 — — things ac 


et and enlarge his no- 
ore from a view. « rs gohntries, Where, lays 
the abgye-mentigned author, he mage @-calle&ir . 
eon of their virtues, without. any tinctuxe of their 
154 A! 1 f only that ſome were. of opinion 
e copied the French air too —. which ert 
; 5 le o his father, he Was remark 
n gr ty, indeed, inconſiſtent with . 
gloomineſs. of, the HPC, 8 Was .teproached. for 
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it, and it was imputed to him as the effects of 
his travels; but ſome were of opinion, that it 
Was more natural than acquired, the eaſineſs of 
his manner and addreſs being fuitable to the o- 
„ penneſs of his heart, the gaiety, wit and gal- 
lantry, which were ſo conſpicuous in him; and 
he ſeems to have valued himſelf upon nothing 
more than, the character of the Courtier and the 
Fine Gentleman, which he ſo far attained, that 
be is allowed to have had the peculiar happineſs, 
of making every thing he did become him. While 
Suckling was thus aſfiduous about acquiring the 
reputation of a finiſned courtier, and a man of 
faſhion, it is no wonder that he neglected the 
higher excellencies of genius, for a poet and a 
beau, never yet were united in one perſon. 
Sit John Was not however, ſo much devoted 
to the luxury of the court, as to be Wholly a 
ſtranger to the feld. In his travels he made a 
Lampaign under the great Guſtavus Adolphus, where 
e was preſent © at three "battles and five ſieges, 
deſides other ſꝶ irmiſhes between Parties; and from 
4nch a conſiderable ſcene of Action, gained as 
much experience in ſix months; as otherwife he 
would have dene in as many years. 
After his retufn 10 England, the Civil War | 
being then raging, he raiſed a troop of horſe 
For the King's ſervice, entirely at his own charge, 
10 richly and compleatly mounted, that it ſtood 
him in 1200 l. but his "zeal for his Majeſty 
did not meet with the ſucceſs it deſerved, which 
very much affected bim; and ſoon after this he 
Was ſeized with a fever, and died in the 28th 
year of his age. In which ſhort ſpace he had 
dope enough to procure him the eſteem of the 
politeſt men who converſed with him; but as he 
bad ſet out in the world with all the advantages 
- or birth, perſon, education, and fortune, peoples 
expectations of him were raiſed to too great a 
#5 5 5 5 | Z $ ** MD height, 


— 


Sir JOHN SUCKLINGG. 2 97 
heighth, which ſeldom fails to iſſue in a | difap- 
pointment. He makes no figure in the hiſtory of 
_ theſe times, perhaps from the immaturity of 

his death, which prevented him from action. This 
might be one reaſon for his being neglected in 
the annals; of the eivil i war: another . be, 
* his- unneceſſary, or rather ridiculous ſhew of fine- 
ry, which he affected in decorating his troop of 
horſe, ' This could not fail to draw down con- 
tempt upon him, for in time of public; diſtreſs, 
| nothing can be more fogliſh chan to wear the 
livery of proſperity; and ſurely an army would 
have no great reaſon to put much confidence in 
the conduct or courage of that general, W in 
the morning of a Battle ſhould be found in his 
tent perfuming his hair, or OY himſelf in 
. embroidery. 
Mr. Lloyd, in his 1 8 o- 
ſierves, that his 
expreſſions, nor his 


ife ſo vain as his thoughts ; 


ts: were not fo looſe as his 


and at the ſame ele : 


youth and ſanguine complexion; which, ſays he, 
à little more time and experience would have 
corrected. Of this, we have inſtances in his ac- 
eaſional diſcourſes about religion to my Lord Dor- 
ſet, to whom he was related; and in his thoughts 
of the poſture: of affairs; in both which he kms 
diſcovered that he could think as coolly, and rea- 
3 as 1 8 as men of r 1 lefs 
2. 5 P44 75 


To a Lady that forbad: to. love before com- 


What I no more e not a Abo mote, 
Not fan, nor muff, to hold as heretofore? 
Muſt all the little bleſſes then be left. 


A FLY 


. 


- Mary 


255 | [The Lirt of! - 
es we not look urſelves: into a 8 
Teach our ſouls parley at our eyes, not glance, 
io New touch the hand, but 1 e 
S i there, N 117 
Ml _ Whil a love chat only; can hear. T7 
,-© Not es a ſigh, a ſigh 9 25 there for you, 
” Bear muſt I love yon, and not love you fore 
Be wiſe, nice fair; for ſooner: ſhall they trace, 
The feather d choiriſters from place to place, 
By N they. make in th' air, and ſooner ſay 
line, the laſt ſtar ern its way, 
l That =P from heaven to earth, than gueſs to 
oy „know, ane menen 
How our loves firſt 2 Gs or how they 


22 Ki. „ ee 155 mad ; 8 0 TA: {1154 


2 1 Mimi 7 
The above are as moth. 8 as 8 be 
b ee among our author's works; but in juſtice 
to Sucklin og before we gen account of his 
. we call eranſeribe dne of his letters, when 
We are perſuaded the reader will join in the opi- 
nion already 


wen of his worles in general; it is 
addreſſed to his _— n has —_— in it 


* eic I 


at $66; * 
Tia verifies the 3 of Mr. Depden, that 
| love makes a man a FR S 7 | 
unn 
My Dear, Dear I aun „ A 

Think I have kiſſed your letter to 8 
80 int now know not what to anſwer ; or that 
« now I am anſwering, T am Kkifling your to no- 
thing, and know not how to go on ! For you 
« muſt ou. I muſt hate all I ſend you here, 
becau fe i xprefſes nothing in reſpect "of what 
« it leaves behin w. with me. And ch why ſhould 
J write then? Why ſhonld I not come my- 


4 felf? Thoſe Tyrants, Buſineſs, OT 00 9 
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« ceſſity, what have they to dy with with you, 
„ and me? Why ſhould we not do Love's Com- 
_ © mands before theirs, whoſe Sovereignty is but 
“ uſurped upon us ? Shall we not ſmell to Roſes, 
< cauſe others do look on, or gather them be- 
« cauſe tliere are Prickles, or ſomething that 
% would hinder us? — Dear -I  fain would 
* and know no Hindratice=—but what muſt come 
from you, and why ſhould any come ? 
* Since tis not I but you muſt be ſenſible how 
much 85 we loſe, a fince I Was 
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wee, 
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1 A Fonts ented at a pes Ea . | 
Black pee Ta ays, © that 5 | 
X « prized 1 in 1 bb Time; and that the laſt AR is 

+ Altered, that it is ar the pleaſure of the ARots Ez 


20 .to make it a Tragedy, or Tragi- Comedy. 
2. Yrontibratt: or the Difcontented Colonel ; 2 


Tragedy, preſented at a private Houſe in Black. 
Ns by his Maze s Servants. | 


Ty nh $xd-one, a Tragedy, This Piece was never 


4. Goblings „ a Tray Conrady, preſented at a 
fe Houſe e in Blac| e by his MTs | 
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ls gentleman was born at Oundle is 
.., Northamptonſhire, and received his educa- 


tion in Queen's ollege, Cambridge. After he 


had taken his degrees, he entered into holy or- 


5 ders, became curate of Uppingham in Rutland. 
mhire; and according to Wood in his Faſt 


Oxon, Was at length made rector of Hadham 
in Hertfordſhire. Upon the breaking out of the 


civil wars, he was made chaplain to Spencer 


Earl of Northampton, to whom he adhered in 
all his engagements for the Royal Intereſt, and 


was with him in the caſtle of Banbury in 


Oxfordſhire, when it was Yigocoully defended a- 
gain the Parliament's forces. In that caftle Mr. 
ood ſays, he concluded his laſt moments in the 

year 1645, and was buried within the precincts 


of it, or elſe in the church belonging to Ban- 


bury. | 
This perſon, whom both Langbaine and 


Wood account a very ingenious man, and an 


excellent poet, has written the following pieces : 
| Rival Friends, a Comedy ; ated before the 


55 King and Queen when their Majefties paid a Vi- 


ſit to the Univerſity ef Cambridge, upon the 19th 
of March, 1631 ; which Mr. Langbaine thus cha- 


radcterizes. It was cried down by Boys, Fac- 


« tion, Envy, and come If orance ; approved 
« by the erte. and expoſed to the Public by 
< the Author, printed in 4to. Lond. 1632, and de- 
« dicated by a copy of Verſes, to the Right Ho- 


nourable, 


Free 
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« nourable, Right Reverend, Right Worſhipful, 
% or whatever he be, ſhall be. or whom he here» 
'« after may call patron. The Play is commend. 
« ed by à copy of Latin Verſes, and two in 
"Mn Englith. The Prolog ie is a Dialogue between 
« Venus, Thetis, and Phoebus, ſung by two Tre- 
« bles, and a Baſe.” Venus appearing at a Win- 
« dow above, as riſen, calling to Sol, who lay 
«© in Thetis lap, at the. Eaſt ſide of che Stage, 
& canopy'd with an Azure Curtain. Our Author, 
continues Langbaine, ſeems to be much of the 
« Humour of Ben Johnſon, whoſe greateſt Weak- 
« neſs was, that he could not- bear Cenſure, and 
« has ſo great a Value for Ben's Writings, that 

his Scene between Loveall, Mungrel, and Ham- 
| Bs merſhin, Act z. Scene 7, is copied from Ben _ 
ohnſan's Silent Woman, between True. wit, To 

w, and La- fool, Act 4. Scene „„ 


4 fs 7 Sermons hed upon ſeveral Sundae: 
and Saints Pop. ee 40h - To wich ; 
is added an MG | 


* 3 . People, with 
a a Tate againſt en, * 1010 in e. 


Sheets in 4to, | 


This is. a Poem, 2 „ 
dy King Charles f I. who ſeeing it in Manuſcript, 
with the Title of a Sermon to the People, * | 
altered it, and cauſed it to be . a Tau, | 
deing much delighted with. it. | 


This Author alſo tranſlated into din, Hymnns, | 
e 5 > 
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WI IIIA M DRUM MOND of 
HawWTRHORN DEN Eſd, 


1 
- 


"THIS gentleman” was a native of Scotland, 
and a poet of no inconſiderable rank. We 
had at firſt ſome doubt whether he fell within cur 


| deſign, as being no Engliſhman, but upon ob- 


ſerving that Mr. Langbaine Ras given a place to 
the earl of Stirling, a man of much inferior note; 
and that our author, though a Scotchman, wiote 
-extremely pure and elegant Engliſh, and his life, 
that is fruitful of a great many incidents, without 
further apology, it is here preſented to the reader. 
He was born the 1 3th of November, 1585 ; his fa- 
ther was Sir Joha Drummond of Hawthornden, who 
was Gentleman Uſher to King James VI. but did not 
enjoy that place long, being in three months after 
he was raiſed to his new dignity, taken away by 
th *. The family of Drummond in the ar- 


cle of antiquity is inferior to none in Scotland, 


-where that kind of diftinflion is very much re- 
garded. BCC | 
The, firſt years of our author's youth were ſpent 


at the high ſchool at Edinburgh,” where the early 


Promiſes of that extraordinary genius, which af- 


"terwards appeared in him, became very conſpi- 


cudus. He was in due time ſent to the univerſi- 
ty of Edinburgh, where after the ordinary flay, 


; he was made Maſter of Arts. When his courſe at 


the univerſity was finiſhed,” he did not, like the 


greateſt part of giddy ſtudents, give over reading, 


and vainly imagine they have a ſufficient ſtoc 


life of him prefixed to a 4to Edition printed at Edinburgh, ny, 


. # The reader will pleaſe to obſerve, that I have taken the 
moſt material part, of this account of Mr. Drummond, from a 


wt 


* 


— 
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e he had too much ſenſe thus to deceive 
himſelf; he 


| beſt figure of any lawyer in his time; hut like all o- 
ther men of wit, he ſaw more charms in Euri- 


» * g 
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pides, Sophocles, Seneca, and other the illuſtrious 
ancients, than in the dry wranglings of the law; 


as there have been often inſtances of 
men of genius 
it may not be amiſs to obſe that we remer 
ber not to have met with one amongſt them 
ofeſſion, a circumſtance 


1 


Who continued in "that pr 


being 


ets, and 


educated to the law, ſo here 
to obſerve, that we remem- 


not much in its favour, and is a kind of proof, 

that the profeſſors of it are generally crapotal of 
men who are capable of application, but without 
genius. Mr. Drammond having, as we have al- 
ready obferved, a fovereign' contempt for the law, 
applied himfelf to the ſablimer ftudies of 
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HFaving relinquiſhed all thoughts of the bar, or 
appearing in public, he retired to his pleaſant 
feat. at Hawtbornden, and there, by reading the 
Greek and Latin authors, enriched the world with 
the product of his ſolitary hours. After be had reco- 
9 a very dangerous fit of ſickneſs, he wrote his 
Ey preſs Grove, a piece of excellent proſe, both for 
© the fineneſs of the ſtile, and the ſublimity and piety 
of the ſentiments : In which herepreſents the.vanity 
and inſtability of human affairs; teaches a due 


* 


contempt of the world; propoſes conſolations a- 
gainſt the fear of death, . ag Ives us a view of 

_ " eternal happineſs. Much about this time he wrote 
the Flowers of Sion in verſe. Though the num- 
bers in which theſe poems are wrote are not now 
very faſhionable, yet the harmony is excellent, 
and during the reign of King James and Charles 
I. we have met with no poet who ſeems to have 
bad a better ear, or felt more intimately the paſſion 
de deſcribes. "The writer of his life \ bag men- 
"Yoned, obſerves, that notwithſtanding. his cloſe re- 
_ .- "firement, love ſtole upon him, and entirely ſub- 
dued his heart. He needed not to have aſſigned 

_ "retirement as a reaſon why it ſhould ſeem ſtrange 
that love grew upon him, for retirement in its 
own nature is the very parent of love. When a 
man conyerſes with but few ladies, he is apt to 
fall in love with her who charms him moſt; 
- whereas were his attention diſſipated, and his af- 
fections bewildered by variety, he would be pre- 
"ſerved from love by not being able to fix them; 
Which is one reaſon why we always find people in 
the country have more enthuſiaſtic notions. of love, 
_ © than thoſe who move in the hurry of life. This 
beautiful young lady, with whom Mr. Drummond 
* Wis ename, Was daughter of Fri 5 
bam of Barnes, of an ancient ,and. .bonourable 
family. He made his addreſſes to her in the 
_ trye- ſpirit of gallantry, and as he was a gentle- 
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man who had ſeen the world, and conſequently was 
accompliſhed in the elegancies of life, he was not 
long in exciting proper returns of paſſion ; he 
long cicing Prop ; | 
gained her affections, and when the day of the 
marriage was appointed, and all things ready for 
its ſolemnization, ſhe was ſeized with a fever, 
and ſnatched from him, when his imagination had 
figured thoſe ſcenes of rapture which naturally, 
fill the mind of a bridegroom. As our author 
was a poet, he no doubt was capable of forming 
ſtill a greater ideal feaſt, than a man of ordina- 
ry genius, and as his miſtreſs 'was, as Rowe ex- 
preſſes it, more than painting can expreſs, or 
© youthful poets fancy when they love, thoſe who. 
have felt that delicate paſſion, may be able in 
ſome meaſure to judge of the ſeverity of diſtreſs 
into which our poetical- bridegroom. was, .now. 
lunged: ' After the feryoprs of ſorrow, had in 
ſome meaſure ſubſided; he expreſſed his grief for. 
her in ſeveral letters and poems, and with more. 
paſſion and fincerity. celebrated his dead miſtrely, 
_ than others praiſe their living ones. This Fran 5 


ordinary ſhock occalioned by t young lady's death, 
on whom he doated with ſuch exceſſive fondneſs, ſo 
affected his ſpirits, that in order as much as pol 
fible to endeavour.to forget her, he quittedi his 
retirement, and reſided eight years at Paris and 
Rome; he travelled through Germany, France and 
Italy, where he viſited all the famous univerſities, 
converſed with the learned men, and made an ex- 
cellent collection of the beſt ancient "Greek, 
and of the madern ;Spanilh, French, and Italian 
books. Mr. Drummond, ; though a ſcholar and a 
improve himfelf in thoſe. gay. accompliſhments 
which are ſo'peculiar to the French, and which ne- 
ver fail to & off wit and parts to the beſt ad- 
vantage.” He ſtudied muſic, and is reported to have 
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poſſeſſed the gentegl accom lim ent £ 4 t 

no inconſiderable 2 of P | SP *% * 
After a lon e of ei ght. years "abroad, he 

returned 88. to dis 188 country, "where 


a civil war . ready tô break out. He then 
found that as he Wide be of no ſervice by 


his action, he might at leaſt by his retirement, 


and during the confaſion,, he went to the ſeat 
of- his Brother-in-law, Sir John Scatt,. of 7 
Tarvat, a man of learnin Nang od ſenſe. 

this interval 1 ſyppole (ed he Wrote his 4 
tory of the Fi ve James“ 55 ſuycceſſwely Eings of 
Scotland, which is ſo excellent a work, whether 
we conſider the. exact conduct of the 2875 the 


f judicious refleQions, kr the fine a or dere that ng 
Scorch, 


Hiſtorian either of the E ng nation 

(che lord Chirendon, CFP 1200 8 ſhewn, a a, hap.- 
| por: talent for that fpe es > Which, tha! 
| ther ne e 155 e et 13. 38 


difficult to attain, "as. any * TY kind _of lier 
- ExceYence! This work Was received, in Egg] ak 
with as much applauſe, as if it had been written 
* a cauntryman of their own, ang e Bg- 


affairs. kt was firſt publiſhed iy or {even 

we ky r the 58 th, wi n proface, 
* Hall 1 nn ͤ who, 

l a 8 think, * vourably 0 

© $26. nation, | s done Juſtice | to Mx. 

OT for his Lots N £54 4p , #475 dg, 


though ke'treats of things inet are rather many 


6 roy great, and rather SSt loge than glorious; 


2 yer. 85 has 5 5 ſo. much 95 the main toge- 
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#.ale&; he wrote in; his deſcriptions lively.and _ _ 

« full, his narrations clear and pertinent, his qra- | 
tions eloquent, and fit for the perſons who ſpeak, 

* and his, refle&ions. ſolid and mature, ſo that it 
cannot be expected that theſe leaves can be 
turned over without as much pleaſure as pro- 

fit, eſpecially. meeting with ſo many glories, 

and trophies of our anceſtorz. In this hiſta- 
ry Mr. Drummond has chiefly, followed biſhop} El- is 

Phiſton, and his, given a different turncto things 

from, Buchanan, wRom a paxty of the Scotch ac- 
cuſe of being a penſienar of Queen Elizabeth's, + 
and as he joined intereſt with the earl of -Mun- 

ray, who, wanted te diſturb tha reign of his much 

injured Gſter,, Mary Queen of Scots, be is frangly 
fulpetted of being a party writer, and of: hauiag miſ- 
repreſented the Scotch. an oh old. _ 
| 1 ſcheme of palit 
In the ort notes which Mg: Drunmend hasdak: 
| behind him in bis wü life, A. that he was 
che brit in the pang. chat eres! celebrated 4 deade 
miſtreſo wt? e conſiſt chiafly ef Love. Menſea, | 
- Madigrats,, 1 8 de. they,” wore 
_ highly-, efecmgd : > by: Bis +; QntRmporalitien ©: both 
fer the wis and; Jentaing Wat ſhone in them. 'Ed- 
Ward Philips, Milzan's/n writes 4 preface to 
diem, and obferves., ,“ that is ems ane the Feds 

_ © of genius, the maſt polite and verdent tat wer 
© the Scots nation produced, and ſays, that if he 

+ ſhould. affirm. thats neithar Faſſo: Guarini,- or 
© any of the moſt neat an refined ſpirits of Italy, 
eee the: chgiceſt of aur Engliſh poets: Can 

% n Toy any advankage abqve him, it could 
* dot be judged: anz astribute huperiors to hows 
Y = defernes ; . and fer his biker che ſays,” 
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there: been nothing ale extant of his writings, - 

* conſider. but the language how ftorid and ornate 

it is; conſider the order and prudent conduct of 

. eee e 
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der of the beſt writers, and compare him even 


© with Thuanus himſelf: Neither is he leſs happy 
in his verſe than proſe, for here are all thoſe 
graces met together, that conduce any thing to- 


Wards the making up a compleat and perfect po- 


et, a decent and becoming majeſty, a brave and 
* admirable heighth, and a wit flowing.“ Thus far 
the teſtimony of Mr. Philips. a 


In order to divert himſelf and his friends, he wrote 


a ſmall poemwhich be called Polemio-Middinia; tis 
a fort of Macronic poetry, in which the Scots words 
are put in Latin terminations. In Queen Anne's time 
it was reprinted at Oxford, with a preface concern- 
ing Macronic poetry. It has been often reprinted 
in Scotland, where it is thought a very humo- 
Our author, who we have already ſeen, ſuffered ſo 
much by the immature” fate of his firſt miſtreſs, 
thought no more of love for many years after her de- 
eeaſe, but ſceing by accident one Elizabeth Logan, 
grandcbild to Sir Robert Logan; who by the great 
reſemblance ſhe bore to his firſt favourite, rek indled 
again the flame of love ;. ſhe was beautiful in his eyes 
becauſe the recalled to his mind the dear image of 
Her he mourned, and by; this Tacky fimilarity ſhe 


captivated him. Though be was near 45 years of 


age, he married this lady; ſhe bore to him ſe- 
'veral chiſdren; William, who! was knighted in 
Charles II's time; Robert, and Elizabeth, who 
was married to one Dr. Henderfon, a phyſician 


Inche time of the public troubles; Mr. Drummond, 


beſides compoling his hiſtory;' wrote ſeveral tracts a- 
gainſt the meaſures of the 'covenanters, and thoſe en- 
gaged in the oppoſition of Charles I. In a piece of 
— called Irene, he harangurs the King, nobility, 

y, clergy and commons, about their mutual 
— ealouſies and fears; he lays before them the | 
diſmal confequences of a civil war, frog __— 


ble arguments, and the. hiſtories of paſt times. 


preſent marquis of Lothian. is deſcended; Dr. Ar- 

Mr. John Adamſon, principal of the college of 
Edinburgh. He had great intimacy and corre- 
Michael Drayton, and Ben Johnſon, 
'remained with Mr. Drummond, they often held 


and 
Drummond has preſerved the 


life: though it * was not altogether fair in 


to quiet the minds of the diſtracted people; 


viour. Thoſe. of his own countrymen, for whom 


ne 5 - $58 
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The great marquis of Montroſe writ a letter'to him, 


. 


defiring him, to print this Irene, as the beſt means 


he. likewiſe ſent him a protection, dated Au- 
guſt, 1645, immediately after the battle of Kyl- 
ſyth, with another letter, in which he highly 
commends Mr. Drummond's learning and loyalty. 
Beſides this work of Irene, he wrote the Load 
tar, and an Addreſs to the Noblemen, Barons, 
zentlemen, -&c, who leagued themſelves for the 
defence of the liberties and religion of Scotland, the 
whole purport of which is, to calm the diſturbed 
minds of the populace, to reaſon the better ſort 
into loyalty, and to check the growing evils Which 
he ſaw. would be the conſequence. of their beha- 


he had the greateſt eſteem, were Sir William Alex- 
ander, . afterwards - earl of Stirling, Sir Robert 
Carr, afterwards earl of Ancram, from whom the 


thur. Jchnſton, phyſician to King Charles I. and 
author of a Latin Paraphraſe of the Pſalms, and 


ſpondence with the two famous Engliſh poets, 

| | 2 46 latter of 
whom trayelled from London on foot, to ſee him 
at his ſeat at Hawthornden. During the time Ben 


converſation about poetry an 


poets, and Mr. 
heads, of what 
paſſed, between them; and as. part of it is 
very curious, and ſerves to illuſtrate the cha- 
racter of Johnſon, we have inſerted it in his 
_ Drummond, to commit to writing things 
at, paſſed: over a bottle, and which perhaps were 
beedleſly advanced. It js certain ſome of the par- 
: une ticulars 


- 
I ; 


„ ue Bre „ 


tieulars ch Me: . are 
not imueh in Ben's favour, atid as fe people are ſo 
wiſe as not to penal imprudentiy ſometimes, ſo it is 
not the part af a man, * who ivites another to his 
table, o ee e What may there drop inadvertent. 
15 ; but as Mr. Drummond had only made memo - 
: randums, perhaps with no reſolution to publiſh 
them, he may ſtand acquitted - of part of this 
charge. It is reported:ef our author that he was 
very ſmart, and witty in kis repartees, and had a 
moſt excelent talent at extempore verſtfying, above 
0 poet of his time. In the year 1645, when 
the plague" was raging - in Scotland,” our author 
came accidentally to Forfar, but was not allowed 
to enter any houſe, or to get lodging in the 
town, though it was very laute; he went two miles 
further to kerrimeir; Where he Was well received, 
and kindly entettained. 8 informed: that the 
towns of - Forfar aud Kirr A conteſt a- 
bout a piece of ground cated che Muirmofs, he 
wrote a letter to the Proveſt f Forfar, "tobe com- 
| municated to the town council in Maſte: 2 Tt was 
imagined this letter eame from the IEftates, Who 
were then ſitting at- St. Atiirew*s'; "fo the Com- 
mon Oouncil Was called with all expedition, and 
'— the miniſter ſent for to pray for direction and af- 
pP fanee in anſwering the letter, whith Was opened 
5 in a ſolemn ame Ie ebrtamedd the ee 
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-By? his innobedt prete of mirth he tevenged 
biitifelf on iche tn of Foffar. As. bur author Was 
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a gest 3 and addicted to the King's 
_ party,” he Was Forced by the. reformers to ſend 
men to the army which fought againſt the King, 
and his eſtate lying in three different cbunties, he 
had not 'occalioh to ſend one entire man, but 
halves, and quarters, and ſuch like fractions, that 


is, the money levied upon him as his ſhare, did not 


amount to the maintaining one man, but perhaps 
half as mich, and fo. on through the ſeveral 
counties, where his eſtates lay; ooo ay; da wins 
the following verſes to the King. 45 ; 


15 4 


5 Ti of all theſe & forces, raked em the King, - 1 


eing 


bara = 
verſes and Cone es e ſummoned before 
their cirtula tables. ho ee account of his 
life Written unk, ke 1 p that he never en- 
deavoured 5 advance, his fortune, or inereaſe 
« fuch things as were left. him by his parents, as 
he fofeſaw the uncertainty and ſhortneſs of life, 
and thought this world's advantages not worth _ 
* ſtruggling for.“ The year 1649, remarkable 
for the beheading of Charles . I. put likewiſe a period 
to the life of our author: Upon hearing the diſmal 
news that his Sovereign's blood was ſhed on a 
. ſcaffold, he was ſo overwhelmed with grief, and 
being worn down. with ſtudy, he could not over- 
come the ſhock, and though 'we find not that 
he ever was in arms for the King, yet he may 
be ſaid, in ſome ſenſe, to have fallen a facri- 
= to his * He was a man _ fine natural' 
| __ endow- 


da 1 at, bs 5 Was aetly 5 


Fer ng Party... and for his 


41 
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he was 4 judicious, and great hiſto 
poet, à maſter of polite erudition, a loyal ſubje&, 
2 friend to Ris country, and to ſum up all, a Pious 


Before vis works are Seeg ſevetal co Logics of 


verſes in bis - praiſe,” Wich which we 
trouble the reader, but conclude the life of this 


- With toil-of ſpir 
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Endowmetits, 5 which 1 were cultivated by reading and 


travelling ; "ke ſpoke. the Italian, | Spaniſh, and 


French | Tanguages as well as his 


mot! er tongue; 
Han, a delicate 


chriſtian. 


not 


great” man, With the following ſonnet from his 
Works, as a ſpecimen of the delicacy of his muſe, 


* 


N ys, on 
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3 
+ 


does © View; aft all beneath theH 


And what = *mortals in this world. is broagh, 


In times great period ſhall return to nou 

That faireſt Rates have fatal nights and days; 

Ibo thit all the Moſes heavenly ak = 

t. which are ſo dearly bought, 
As idle founts,' Cp Tot © none are fought, 
That there is nothing. ghter than 771 praiſe. 

I know*frait beauty Foe 0 ower, 

= To Which one morn, -oft bi 


Where ſenſe, bring under deere. 
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death affords, 
That love a jarring is, of minds accords, 
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is agreed 1 48 antic naties” of Seba, : 
ki this nobleman was born, that his familỹ 
„Was originally a branch of the Macdonald. K- 
lexandef Macdonald, their anceſtor, obtained from 
the family of Argyle a grant of the lands 8 
Menftry, in Clackmananmire, where they fixed 
their reſidence, hog took their firnames from the 
| Chriſtian name ir predeceſſor . Our author 
was bern in the reign of Queeri, Elizabeth, and 
during the minority gf James VI. of Scotland, but 
on what year cannoł be aſcertained ; e's gave ear- 
y diſcoveries of a riſing 5 and much im. 
the hne parts - he Rad from nature, by a Fe 
very [polite and ere es ncation: He fifſt tra- 
velied abroad as tutor to the earl of Argyle, and 
was a confiderable time With that nobleman, while ©. 
they viſited" foreign | countries. After his” return. 
95880 1 115 in ſo great a ron as the earl of 
5 e, and fmiſhed in all the courtly accom- 
el -nts; he was careſſed by perſons of the firſt 
5 — While he yet moved j in & ſphere. of a 9 4 
vute gentleman.” Sn. 4,5 
Mr. Alexander having 2 Rrong pripeatty 0 
poetry, he declined entering & Br ty any, public em- 
N ployment for ſome 'years, an dedicated all his 
time to the reading of the ancient posts, upon 
Which he formed his taſte, and wWfoſe various 
graces. he ſeems to have anderſtood, * * 
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of Scotland, who with but few regal qualities, yet cer- 
tainly had a propenſion to literature, and was an 
encourager of learned men, took Mr. Alexander 
early into his favour. He accepted the poems our 
author preſented him, with the moſt condeſcending 
marks of eſteem, and was ſo warm in his intereſt, 
that in the year 1614, he created him a knight, 
and by a kind of compulſion, obliged him to ac- 
cept the place of Maſter of the Requeſts F ; but 
the King's bounty did not ſtop here : Our author 
having ſettled a colony in Nova Scotia in America, 
at his own expence, James made him a grant of 
it, by his Royal Deed, on the 21 of September, 
1621, and intended to have. erected the order of 

Baronet, for encouraging and advancing ſo good a 


work; but the three laſt years of that prince's reign 


being rendered troubleſome to hb, by reaſon of 
the jealouſies and commotions which then ſubſiſted 
in England, he thought fit to ſuſpend the further 


proſecution - of that affair, till a more favourable 
_ criſis, which he lived not to ſee. 


As ſocn as King Charles I. aſcended the throne, 


| who inherited from his father the warmeſt affection 


for his native country, he endeavoured to 1 


that deſign, which was likely to produce ſo great 


a benefit to the nation, and therefore created Sir 


William Alexander Lord Lieutenant of New Scot- 


land, and inſtituted the order of Knight Baronet, 


for the encouraging, and advancing that colony, 


and gave him the power of coining ſmall copper 


money, a privilege which ſome diſcontented Britiſh 
ſubjets complained of with great bitterneſs ; but 
his Majeſty, who had the higheſt opinion of the 
integrity and abilities of Sir William, did not on 
that account withdraw his favour from him, but 
rather encreaſed it; for in the year 1626 he made 
him Secretary of State for Scotch affairs, in place 
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The Earl of STIR LING. 31; 
of the earl of Haddington, and a Peer, by the title- 
of Viſcount Stirling, and ſoon after raiſed him to 

the dignity of an Earl, by Letters Patent, dated June 
14, 1633, upon the ſolemnity of his Majeſty's Co- 
ronation at the Palace of Holy-rood-houſe in E- 
dinburgh. His lordſhip- enjoyed the place of ſe- 
cretary with the moſt unblemiſhed reputation, for 
the ſpace of fifteen years, even to his death, which 
happened on the 1 2th of February, 1640. 

Our author married the daughter of Sir William 
Erſkine, Baronet, couſin german to the earl of 
Marr, then Regent of Scotland; by her he had 
one ſon, who died his Majeſty's Reſident in Nova 
Scotia in the life time of his father, and left be- 
hind him a ſon who ſucceeded his grandfather in the 
title of earl of Stirling. 12 2 4 


His lordſhip is author of four plays, which he 
ſtiles Monarchic Tragedies, viz. The Alexandrzan 
Tragedy, Cræſus, Darius, and Julius Czfar, all 
which in the opinion'of the ingenious Mr. Coxeter - 
(whoſe indefatigable induſtry in collecting materi- 
als for this work, which he lived not to publiſh, 
has furniſhed the preſent Biographers with many 
- circumſtances they could not otherwiſe have known) 
were written in his nas" youth, and before 
he undertook any ſtate employment. 85 
Theſe plays are written upon the model of the 
ancients, as 7 by his introducing the Chorus 
between the Acts; they are grave and ſententious 
throughout, like the Tragedies of Seneca, and yet 
the ſofter and tender paſſions are ſometimes very 
delicately touched. The author has been very un- 
happy in the choice of his verſe, which is alter- 
nate, like the quatrains of the French poet Pi 
brach, or Sir William Davenant's heroic poem call- 
ed Gondibert, which kind of verſe is certainly un- 
natural for Tragedy, as it is ſo much removed from 
proſe, and cannot have that beautiful ſimplicity, - 
F * that 
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that tender patches, which is indiſpenſible to the 
language of tragedy; Mr. Rymer has criticiſed 
With great judgment on; this error of our author, 
and ſhewn the extreme abſurdity of writing plays 
in rhime, notwithſtanding. the great authority of 
Dryden. can be urged in its defence. 5 
Writing plays upon the model of the ancients, 
by introducing choruſſes, can be defended with as 
little force. It is the nature of a tragedy to 
Warm the heart, rouze the paſſions, and fire the 
imagination, which can never be done, while the 
ſtoryy goes languidly on. The ſoul cannot be agi- 
tated unleſs the buſineſs of the play riſes _ 
ally, the ſcene be kept buſy, and leading characters 
active: we cannot better illuſtrate this obſervation, 
| than by an example. VVV 
5 One of the beſt poets of the preſent age, the 
iygenious Mr. Maſon of Cambridge, has not long 
ago publiſhed a Tragedy upon the model of the 
ancients, . called Elfrida; the merit of this piece, 
as a poem has N the general read- 
ing it has obtained; it is full beauties; the lan- 
guage is perfectly poetical, the ſentiments chaſte, 
and the moral excellent; there is nothing in our 
tongue can much exceed it iu the flowry enchant- 
ments of poetry, or the delicate flow 75 numbers, 
but while we admire. the poet, we pay no regard 
to the character; no paſſion is excited, the heart 
is: never moved, nor is the reader's curioſity ever 
zraiſcd to know the cvent, Want of paſſion and 
regard to character, is the error of our preſent dra- 
matic poets, and it is a true obſervation. made by 
2 gent'eman in an occaſional prologue, . ſpeaking 
of the wits from Charles II. to our on times, he ſays, 


From bard, to bard, the frigid caution crept, 
And declamation roared while pallion flept. 
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But to return to our author's plays $132 2 


The Alexandræan Tragedy is built uben the 
differences about the ſucceſſion, that roſe between 
Alexander's captains after his deceaſe; he has 

| borrowed -many thoughts, and tranſlated whole 
| ſpeeches from Seneca, Virgil, &c. In this play: 
his lordſhip ſeems to miſtake the very effet r 
the drama, which confiits in action, for thee is 
ſcarce ane action performed in view of the audi- 
ence, but feveral perſons are introduced upon the 
age, who relate atchievements done by themſelves 
and others: the two firſt acts are entirely foreign to 
the buſineſs of the play. Upon the whole it muſt be 
allowed that his lordfhip was a very good hiſtorian, 
for the reader may learn from it a great deal of 
the affairs of Greece and Rome; for the plot ſee 
Quintus Curtius, the thirteenth Beek of "Juſtin, 
Diodorus Siculus, Joſephus, Raleigh's Hiſtory, Kc. 
The Scene is in Babylon. 5 
| Creſus, a Tragedy; the Scene of this Play 13 
laid in Sardis, and is reckoned the moſt moving of 
the four; it is chiefly borrowed from Herodotus, 
Clio, Juftin, Plutarch's Life of Solon, Salian, For- | 
niel. In the fifth Act there is an Epiſode of A 
bradxtes and Panthæa, which the hy has inkew” 
from Xenophon's Cyrop gel, or The Life and 
Education of Cyrus, It. vii. The ingenious Secu-i, 
dery has likewiſe built upon this foundation, in his? 
diverting Romance called the Grand Cyrus. 
. Tragedy ; this was his lordſhip's 
firſt dramatic performance; it was printed at Edin 
burgh in 4to. in the year 1603; it was firſt eom- 
pofed of a mixture of Engli and Scotch dialect, 
and even then was commended by, ſeveral =o 
of verſes.” The Scene of this Play is laid i Baby- 
lon. The author afterwards not only polibed his 
native langaay e, but altered the. Play ivſelf; *as to 
the plot con naſe Curtius, Diodorus Siculus, 
1 Juſtin, Plutarch's Life = . & i 
| f | Julius 4 
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Julius Cæſar, a Tragedy. In the fiſth Act of this 
Play, my lord brings Brutus, Caſſius, Cicero, An- 
thony, &c. together, after the death of Cæſar, 
.- almoſt in the ſame circumſtances Shakeſpear has 

done in his Play of this name; but the difference 
between the Anthony and Brutus of Shakeſpear, 
and theſe characters drawn by the earl of Stirling, 
is as great, as the genius of the former tranſcended 
the latter. This is the moſt regular of his lord- 
ſhip's plays in the unity of action. The ftory of 
this Play is to be found in all the Roman Hiſto- 
_ ries written ſince the death of that Emperor. 
His lordſhip has acknowledged the ſtile of his 
dramatic works not to be pure, for which in ex- 
cuſe he has pleaded his coun:ry, the Scotch dialect 
then being in a very imperfect ſtate. Having men- 
tioned: the Scotch dialeR, it will not be improper 
to obſerve, that it is at this time much in the 
ſame degree of perfection, that the Engliſh language 
Was, in the reigns of Henry VIII. and Queen Eli- 
zabeth; there are idioms peculiar to the Scotch, 
which ſome of their beſt writers have not been able 


entirely to forget, and unleſs they reſide in England 


for ſome time, they ſeldom overcome them, and 


their language is greatly. obſcured by theſe means; 


but the reputation which ſome: Scotch writers at 
preſent enjoy, make it ſufficiently clear, that they 


gare not much. wanting in perſpicuity or elegance, 


of which Mr. Hume, the ingenious author of Eſ- 
Gays Moral and Political, is an inſtance. In the 
particular quality of fire, which is ind. ſpenſible in 
a good writer, the Scotch authors have rather too 
much of it, and are more apt to be extravagant!) 
animated, than correctly dull. EE. 
. Beſides theſe Plays, our author wrote ſeveral other 
Poems of adifterentkind, viz. Doomſday, or the Great 
Day of the Lord's Judgment, firit printed 1614, and a 
Poem divided into 12 Book, which the author calls 
| Hours ; In this Poem is the following * 
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[Ying when ſpeakin ng of the divine vengeance fal- ; 
ing upon the wicke ; as calls it | 


A OR of wrath, more dan ten worlds could 
ear, | 


A very ingenious 8 of Oxford, in a 
converſation. with the author of this Life, took 
occaſion to mention the above line as the beſt he 
had ever read conſiſting of — and is 
indeed one of the moſt affecting lines to be met with 
in any poet. This Poem, Taps Mr Coxeter, © in his 
* MS. notes, was reprinted in 1720, by A. John- 
* ſton, Who in his preface ſays, that he had the 
* Lonour of tranſmitting the author's works to the 
great Mr. Addiſon, for the peruſal of them, and 
* be was. pleaſed to ſignify - ares approbation in 
* theſe candid terms, That he had read them with 
© the greateſt ſatisfaQtion, and was pleaſed to give 
* it as his judgment, that the beauties of our an- 
* cient Engliſh poets are too ſlightly were over 
* by the modern writers, who, out 0 2. 
5 N had rather take pains to find | 
than endeavour to excel. | 
A Parænæſis to Prince Henry, who dying 15 
fore it was publiſhed, it was alberwards dedicated \ 
to King Charles I. rx. £ 
Jonathan ; intended to be an Heroic Poem, but . 
the firſt Boak of it is only extant, . He wrote all 25 
theſe Poems in the Ottavo Rima of Taſſo, or a 
Stanza of eight lines, ſix interwoven, and a Couplet 
in Baſe. His Plays and Poems were all printed 
together in folio, under the title of Recreations 
with the Muſes, 1637, and Ante to the King. 


The earl of Stirling lived in . with the 3 
moſt W wits of his time, except Ben * 


ee W 
1 5 ſon, 
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ſon, who complained that he was neglected by 
bim; but there are no particulars preſerved concern- 


Ing any quarrel between them. 


My lord ſeems to have often a peculiar ineli- 


nation to 2 but this was the character- 


iſtic vice of the times. That he could ſometimes 
write in a very elegant ſtrain. will appear by the 


following lines, in which he deſeribes love. 


Love is a joy, which upon pain depends; 
A drop af ſweet, drowned in a ſea of ſours : 
What folly does begin, chat fury ends 
They hate for ever, who have lov'd for hours, 


* eee eee e 
JosEPET HALL, Biſhop of Non 
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WICH, 


Els prelate was born, according to his own 
Accduft, July 11, 1574, in Briſtow-Park, 
within the pariſh of Aſhby de la Zouch, a tou in 
Leiceſterſhire . 'His father was an officer under 


Henry Earl of Huntingdon, preſident of the North, 
' who from his infancy had devored him to the 


ſervice of the church ; and his mother, whom he has 


celebrated for her exemplary and diſtinguiſhed piety, 


was extremely ſollicitous that her favourite ſon ſhould 


be of a profeſſion, ſhe herſelf held ſo mach in vene- 
ration. Our author, who ſeems to have been very 


credulous in his diſpoſition, rather religious than 


wiſe, or poſſeſſing any attainments eqMYl to the dig- 
nity to which he roſe, has preſerved in his Specialities, 


ſome viſions of his mother's, which he relates with 


an air of ſerioufneſs, ſufficient to evidence his own 


46 ® Specialities of this biſkop's life prefixed to his works. 


conviction 


. 
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evnvidiion: of their. reality ; ; but as they appear to 
have been the offspring of a diſordered imagination, 
they have no right to a place here. 


in order to train him up to the ministry, his ta. 


| ther at firſt reſolved to place him under the care of 


one Mr. Pelſet, lately come from Cambridge to be 
the public preacher at Leiceſter, who undertook to 
give him an education equally finiſhed With that of 
the univerſity, and by 1 — means {aye much ex- 
pence to his father : This reſolution, however, was 
not executed, ſome other friends adviſing his fa- 
ther to ſend him to Cambridge, and perſuaded him 
that no private tuition could. . bly be equal to 
that of the academical. When our author bad 
remained ſix years at Cambridge, he bad a right 
to preferment, and to ſtand for a fellowſhip, had 
not his tutor Mr. Güby been born in the ſame 
county with him, and the ſtatutes not permitting 


two of the ſame ſhire to enjoy fellowſhips, and as : 


Mr. Gilby was ſenior to our author, and already in | 


poſſeſſion, Mr. Hall could nat be ꝓramoted. In con- 
ſequence of this, he propoſed to remove, when 


che Earl of Huntingdon, being made acquaint- 


ed with this circumſtance, and hearing very favour- 
able accounts of our author, intereſted himſelf to pre- 
vent his removal. He made application to Mr. Gil. 
by, promiſed to make him his chaplain, and pro- 
mote him in the church, provided he would re- 
155 uiſh We an in the! callege, in favour of Mr. 
Ha being made with | ſeeming. 
— an as che Karl al 'Huntingdan was 2 
man of reputation for probity, he complied with 
his Iordſhip's requeſt, and relinquiſhed his place in 
the college. When he was about to enter upon his 
office of chaplain, to his great mortification, the 


nobleman on whoſe: promifes he confided, and on 


whom he immediately depended, ſuddenly died, by 
which accident he was thrown unprovided upon the 
8 8 8 "This not a little affected Mr, Hall, Who Was 

VAL ſhocked 


* 
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ſhocked to think that Mr. Gilby ſhould be thus diſ- 
treſſed, by the generoſity of his temper, which ex- 
. "cited him to quit a certainty in order to make way 
for his promotion. He addreſſed Dr. Chadderton, 
then the maſter of the college, that the ſucceedin 
election might be ſtopped, m4, at Mr. Gilby ſhoul 
again poſſeſs his place; but in this requeſt he 
was unſucceſsful : for the Doctor told him, that 
Mr. Gilby was diveſted of all poſſibilty of remedy, 
and that they muſt proceed in the election the day 
following ; when Mr. Hall was unanimouſly choſen 
into that ſociety. Two years after this, he was cho- 
ſen Rhetorician to the public ſchools, where, as he 
Himſelf expreſſes it, ' he was encouraged with, a 
«« ſufficient frequence of auditors ;* but this place 
ke ſoon reſigned to Dr. Dod, and entered upon ſtu- 
dies neceſſary to qualify him for taking orders. 
Some time after this, the maſterſhip of a famous 
ſehool erected at Tiverton in Devon, became vacant.; 
this ſchool was endowed by the founder Mr. Blundel, 
with a very large penſion; and the care of it was prin- 
cipally caſt upon the then Lord Chief Juſtice Popham. 
His lordſhip being intimately acquainted with Dr. 
Chadderton, requeſted him to recommend ſome 
learned and prudent man for the government of 
that ſchool. he Dr. recommended Mr. Hall, aſ- 
ſuring him that great advantage would ariſe from 
it, without much trouble to himſelf: Our author 
thinking proper to accept this, the Doctor carried 
him to London, and introduced him to Lord Chief 
Juſtice Popham, who ſeemed well pleaſed and 
thanked Dr. Chadderton for recommending a 
man fo well qualified for the charge. When 
Dr. Chadderton and Mr. Hall had taken leave 
of his lordſhip. and were returning to their lodg- 
ings, a meſſenger preſented; a letter to Mr. Hall, 
from lady Drury of Suffolk, earneſtly requeſting 
_ -him-to accept the rectory of Halſted, a e i 
N : „„ ; | her 
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ber gift. This flow of good fortune not a little 
ſurprized him, and as he was governed by the max- 


ims of prudence, he made no long hefitation in 


accepting the latter, which was both a better be- 


- nefice, and a higher preferment. Being ſettled at 
_ Halſted, he found there a dangerous antagoniſt to 


his miniſtry, whom he calls in his Specialities, a 


Wi 
46 


tty, and a bold Atheiſt: This Was one Mr. 
Lilly, who by reaſon of his travels, (ſays he) 


and abilities of diſcourſe and behaviour, had ſo 
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deeply inſinuated himſelf into my patron, that 


there were ſmall hopes for me to work any 
good upon that noble patron of mine; who by 
the ſuggeſtion of this wicked detractor, was fet 


of from me before he knew me. * 1115 ; 
8 


confeſs, finding the obduredneſs, and hopeleſs con- 
dition of that man, I tent my prayers againſt 
him, beſeeching God daily, that he would be 


pleaſed to remove by ſome means or other, 


that apparent hindrance of my faithful labours; 


who gave me an anſwer aceordingly. For this 
malicious man going haſtily up to London, to 
exaſperate my patron againſt me, was then and 


there ſwept away by the peſtilence, and never 
returned to do any further miſchief.” This account 


given by Mr. Hall of his antagoniſt, reflects no 


great honour upon himſelf: it is conceived in a 


' ſpirit} of bitterneſs, and there is more of ſpite a- 
gainſt Lilly's perſon in it, than any tenderneſs or 
pity for his errors. He calls him à witty Atheiſt, 


.* when in all probability, what he terms atheiſm, 
Was no more than a freedom of thinking, and 

facetious converſation, which to the pious c 

man, had the appearance of denying the exiſtence 

of God; beſides, had Hall dealt candidly; he ſhould 

dave given his readers ſome more particulars of a 


Ld 


- man whom he was bold enough to denominate an 
Atheiſt, a character ſo very ſingular, that it ſhould ne- 


ver be imputed to any man, without the ſtrongeſt | 
SN” IHR FL 6 © "gronnds. 
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grounds. Hall in his uſual ſpirit of entkuſam, 
in order to remove this antagoniſt of his, has re- 
courſe to a miracle: He tells us, he went up to 
London and died of the Plague, which he would 
have us to underitand was by the immediate in- 
terpoktion of Cod, as if it were not ridiculous to 
ſuppole our, author of ſo. great importance, as 
that the Supreme Being ſhould work a miracle in 
| his favour ; but as it is with naturaÞ fo is it with 
ſpiritual pride, thoſe who are poſſeſſed by either, ne- 
ver fail to over-rate their own ſignificance, and 
juſtiy expoſe themſclves to the contempt of the 
Jober part of mankind.  * | 
Our author has alſo given us ſome accountof his 
Marriage, with the daughter of Mr. George Win- 
Biff, of Bretenham ; he ſays of her, that much mo- 
defty, piety, and good diſpoſition were lodged in her 
ſeemly preſence. She was ny to him, 
by the Rev. Mr. Grandig his friend, and he ſays, 
He liſtened to the recommendation, as from the 
Lord, whom he frequently conſulted, by prayer, be- 
fore he entered into the matrimonial ſtate. She lived 
%% 
Not long af Mr. Hall's ſettlement at Halſted, 


' he was ſo | 


licited by Sir Edmund Bacon to accom- 
pany him in a journey to the Spa in Ardenna, at 
the time when the Earl of Hertford went ambaſſador 
to the archduke Albert of Bruſſels. This requeſt 
Mr. Fall complied with, as it furniſhed him with an 
opportunity of ſeeing more of the world, and gra- 

: ried a deſire he had of converling with the Romiſh 
Jeſuits. The particulars of his journey, which he 
has preſerved in his Specialities, are too trifling to 
be —.— inſerted: When he came to Bruſſels, he 
_ was introduced by an Engliſh, gentleman, who prac- 
tiſed phyfic there, to the acquaintance of father Coſ- 
trus, who held ſome converſation with him concern- 
ing the miracles ſaid. to be lately done, by one 
1 85 „ „„ Lipfieus 


* * 
* 


- 
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Lipfieus Apricollis, a woman who lived at Zichem. 
Prom particular miracles, the father turned the diſ- 
courſe to the difference between divine and diabo- 


cal miracles; and he told Mr. Hall, that if he 


could aſcertain that one miracle ever was wrought 
in the church of England, he would 5 
perſuaſion : To which our author replied, that he 
was fully convinced, that many devils had been 
ejected out of perſons in that church by 7 3 
and prayer. They both believed the poſſibility an 
frequency of miracles ; they only differed as to the 


church in which miracles. were performed. Hall 


has cenſured father Coſtrus, as a barren, man, and 
of ſuperficial converſation; and it is to be feared, 
that Whoever reads Hall's religious works willconclude 
much in the ſame. manner of him. They depar- 
ted from Bruſſels ſoon after this interview between 
father Coſtrus and our author, and met with no- 
thing in their journey to and return from the Spa, 
worth relation, only Mr. Hall had by his zeal in 

defending his.own church, expoſed himſelf to the 

reſentment of one Signior Aſcanio Negro, who be- 
gan notwithſtanding Mr. Hall's lay-habit, to ſuſpect 
him to be a clergyman, and uſe ſome indecent free- 
doms with him in conſequence of this ſuſpicion. 
Our. author to avoid any impertinence which the 


told him, Sir Edmund Bacon, the perſon with 
whom he travelled, was the grandchild of the 
great lord Verulam, High Chancellor of England, 
- whoſe fame was extended to every country Where 
ſcience and philoſophy. prevailed, and that they 
were protected by the earl of Hertford, the Eng- 
liſh embaſſador at Bruſſels. Upon the Italian's be- 
ing made acquainted with the quality of Sir Ed- 
mund, and the high connections of the two travel- 
lers, he thought proper to deſiſt from any. acts of 
 ampertinence, to which bigotry and ignorance 
would have excited him. | 5 . 
: | 4 ur 


2 


captain was likely io be guilty of towards him, 


!. 
” Hall returned to England after being ab- 
ſent eighteen months, and was received but 
coldly by Sir Robert Drury his patron; there 
having never been much friendſhip between them. 
In conſequence of this, Mr. Hall came to Lon- 
don, in ſearch of a more comfortable proviſion ; 
he was ſoon recommended by one Mr. Gurrey, tu- 
tor to the Earl of Eſſex, to preach before Prince 
Henry at Richmond. Before this accident Mr. 
Hall had been author of ſome Meditations, whom 
Mr. Gurrey told him, had been well received at 
Henry's court, and much read by that promiſing 
young Prince. He preached with ſucceſs, for the 
Þrincs deſired to hear him a ſecond time, and 
was ſo well pleafed with him, that he ſignified 
an inclination of having him attend about his 
court. Mr. Hall's reputation growing, he was ta- 
ken notice of by perſons of faſhion, and ſoon ob- 
tained the living of Waltham, prefented him by 
the Earl of Norwich. _ 5 8 
While he exerciſed his function at Waltham, 
the archdeacon of Norwich engaged him to in- 
tereſt himſelf in favour of the church of Wolver- 
bampton, from which a patrimony was detained by 
- a ſacrilegious conveyance. - In the courſe cf this 
proſecution, our author obſerves, *© that a mar- 
. * vellous light opened itſelf unexpectedly, by re- 
e yealing a counterfeit ſeal, in the maniſeſtation of 
„ razures, and interpolations, and miſdates of un- 
“ juſtifiable evidences, that after many years ſuit, 
Lord Chancellor Elleſmere, upon a full hearing, 
„ gave a decree in favour of the church,” 
| Daring Bir. Hall's reſidence at Waltham, he 
was thrice employed by his Majeſty in public ſer- 
vice. His firſt public employment was to atter d' the 
Earl of Carhfle, who went on an embaſly to France, 
and during his abſence his Majeſty conferred up- 
on him the deanery of Worceſter, Upon his re- 
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turn, he attended the King in a journey to Scot- 
land, where he exerted himſelf in ſupport of epiſco- 
pacy, in oppoſition to the eſtabliſhe miniſtry there, 
who were Preſbyterians. ' An acquired ſome 
name in polemical divinity, and being long ac- 
cuſtomed to diſputations; the King made choice of 
him to go to the Netherlands, and aſſiſt at the ſy- 
nod of Dort, in ſettling the controverted points 

of faith, for which that reverend body were there 


'convened. Hall has been very laviſh in his own FE 


praiſe, while he atted at the ſynod of Dort; he has. 
given many hints of the ſupernatural aſſiſtance he 
Was bleſſed with: he has informed us, that he was 
then in a languiſhing ſtate of health; that his reſt 
was broken, and his nights ſleepleſs ; but on the 
night preceding the occaſion of his preachipg a 
Latin enen to the ſynod, he was favoured with, 
refreſhing * ſleep, which he aſcribes to the imme- 
diate care of providence. The ſtates of Holland, 
he ſays, ** ſent Daniel Heinſius the poet to viſit 
„ him, and were ſo much delighted with his com- 
„ portment, that they preſented him with a rich 
„ medal of gold, as a monument of their reſ- 
* pect for his poor endeavours.” Upon our au- 
thor's returning home, he found the church torn 
to pieces, by the fierce contentions which then 
ſubſiſted concerning the doctrines of Arminius: 
he ſaw this with concern, and was ſenſible true 
religion, piety, and virtue,” could never be pro- 
moted by ſuch altercation ;. and therefore with the 
little power of which he was maſter, he endea- 
voured to effect a reconciation between the con- 
tending parties: he wrote What he calls a project of 


pacifcation, which was preſented to his Majeſty, and 


would have had a very happy influence, had not the 
enemies of Mr. Hall miſrepreſented the hook, and fo 
far influenced the King, that a royal edict for a gene 

ral inhibition, buried it in ſilence. Hall after this 
J)õãĩðñ?tðwꝛie 00 09 
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. contended with the Roman Catholics, who upon the 


proſpe&t of the Spaniſh match, on the ſuccefs of 
Which they built their hopes, began to betray a 
great degree of inſolence, and proudly boaſt the 
pedigree of their church, from the apoſtles them- 
— They inſiſted, that as their church was the 
firſt, ſo it was the beſt, and that no ordination 
was valid which was not derived from it. Hall 
in anſwer to their aſſertions, made a conceſſion, 
which ſome of his Proteſtant brethren thought he 
had nb right to do; he acknowledged the prio- 
xity of the Roman Church, but denied its infallibility, 
and conſequently, that it was poſiible another church 
might be more pure, and approach more to the 
apoſtolic practice than the Romiſh.. This contro- 
verſy he G ſo ſucceſsfully, that he was pro- 
moted to the ſee of Exeter; and as King James 
I. ſeldom knew any bounds to his generoſity, 
vhen he happened 10 take a perſon into 2 favour, 
be ſoon after that removed him ſrom Exeter, and 
gave him the higher biſhoprick of Norwich; 
Which he enjoyed not without ſome allay to his 
_ happineſs, for the civil Wars ſoon breaking out, 
be underwent the ſame ſeverities which were ex 
erciſed againſt other . prelates, of which he has 
given an account in a piece . prefixed to his 
Meaſure: and from 


this we ſhall, extract the moſt material circum- 


ſta ces. ih ut eie * iB Te 
„The inſolence of ſome churchmen, and the ſu- 
pPeriority they aſſumed 2h, the civil government, 
Auring the diſtractions af Charles I. provoked the 
HFHouſe of Commons to take ſome meaſures to pre- 
vent their growing power, whieh that pious mo- 
narch was too much diſpoſed to favour. In conſe- 
quence of his, the leading members of the op- 
Poſition petitioned. the King to remoye the biſhops 
_ from pur ſeats in Parliament, and' degrade them 
. to the ſtation of Commons, which was warmly 
Gs . | oppoſed 


oppoſed by the high church lords, and the biſhops 
themſelves, who proteſted againſt Whatever ſteps 


preſe n ted. 


# * : 


the earl of Strafford,, and the, archbilhop of. 
 terbury, and, in ſhort, the Whole bench. of ſpiri- 
taal Peers; the mob beſieged the two Houſes, 

and threatened Vans een the biſhops, when · 
ever they came out. This fury excited ſome mo- 
tion, to be made in the Houſe of Peers, to pre- 
vent ſuch, cumvles for the future, which were fend 


down to the of Commons, „The a ſhops, 
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Parliament Houſe. the greateſt. part of the night, 
and at laſt. made their eſcape by bye; ways and ; 
— firatagems, They. were then convinced that it 
was no longer ſafe for them to attend the Parti. 
ament, till ſome meaſures were taken to repreſs 
the inſolence of the mob, and in conſequence of 
this, they met at the houſe of the archbiſhop; of 
York, and drew up a; proteſt, . againſt. whatever 
ſteps ſhould be taken during their abſence, occa- 
ſioned by violence. This proteſt, the. biſhops in- 
tended ſhould firſt be given to the Secretary of 
State, and hy him to the King, and that his Ny 
tho 
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or their ſafety, were obliged 0 cohtinne in bs 


. of; - 
ſhould cauſe it to be read in the Houſe of Peers; 
but in place of this, the biſhops were accuſed of 
igh treaſon, brought before the bar of the Hoaſe 
f Peers, and ſent to the Tower. During their 
confinement, their enemies in the Houſe'of Com- 
mons, took occaſion to bring in a bill for taking 
away the votes of biſhops in the Houſe of Peers : 
in this bill lord Falkland concurred, and it was 
ſupported by Mr. Hambden and Mr. Pym, the 
. oracles of the Houſe of Commons, but met with 
great oppoſition. from Edward Hyde, afterwards 
earl of Clarendon, who was a friend to the church, 
and could not bear to ſee their liberties infringed. 
The biſhops petitioned to have council aſſigned them, 
in which the were indulged, in order to anſwer 
to the charge of high treaſon. A day was ap- 
pointed, the biſhops were brought to the bar, but 
nothing was effected; the Houſe of Commons at 
laſt finding that there could be no proof of high 
2 treaſon, & pt that charge, and were content to 
Fel them for à miſdemeanor, in which they 
hkewiſe but ill ſucceeded, for the biſhops were 
admitted to bail, and no proſecution was carried 
on againſt them, yn a 1 Pr” , 
Being now at liberty, the greateſt part of 
them id tber Hoods: "el the form which = 
- had threatened them ſhould ſubſide. Biſhop Hall 
repaired" to Norwich, where he met, from the di{- 
affected party, a very cold reception; he conti- 
nued preaching however in his cathedral at Nor- 
wich, 'till the order of ſequeſtration came down, 
when he was defired to remove from his palace, 
while the ſequeſtrators ſeized upon all his eſtate, 
both real and perſonal, and appraized all the goods 
which were in the palace. The biſhop relates the 
following inſtance of oppreſſion which was inflicted | 
on him; One morning (ſays his lordſhip) before 
* my L rvants were up, there came to my gates one 
i  Waet Wo of tore” TIs Wright, 
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right, a London trooper,, attended with others 
requiring entrance, threatening if they were not 
admitted, to bfeak open the gates, whom, I found 7 
at firſt ſight, pee with one of my ſervants for 
a Piſtol which he had in his hand; by demanded : 
his buſineſs at that unſeaſonable time; he told 
me he came to ſearch for arms and ammuniti- 
on, of which I muſt be diſarmed; I told him 1 
had only two muſkets in the houſe, and no o- 
ther military proviſion; he not 19 5 upon my 
word, ſearched round about the houſe, looked i in⸗ 
to he cheſts and trunks, examined the veſſels j in 
the cellar; finding no other wartike furniture, 
he asked me what horfes I had, for his com- 
miſſion was to take them alſo; I told him how 
poorly I was-ſtored, and that my age would not 
allow me to travel on ſoot; in concluſion, he 
took one horſe: away.” 
The committee of Couchration: oon 8 7 pro- | 
ceeded to ſtrip him of. all che reven elonging © 
to his ſee, and as: he refuſed to take W 770 
the magiſtrates of the city of Norwich, ere 
no friends to epiſcopal juriſdiction, rudy "re he 
fore them, for gown ordination unwarrantabl ly, as 
they termed it : 175 extraordinary ſummons the 
biſhop anf bend that he Would not (ng the 
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dignity of his ſtation. by. -his Pe rfongl.p app aragce, 


to anſwer any maps before the Mayor, 
for as he was a Peer of the realm, ia, 
whatever had a right to take eognizance of h 
conduct, and that he was only accountable to the 
Houſe of Lords, of which he was one. The biſhop 
proceeds to enumerate the various inſults he re- 
ceived from the, enra ed po pulace ; ſometimes they 
ſearched his houſe för 118 gnants, at other times 
| they threatened / violence to 8 Perleß; ;” nor did 
their reſentment terminate. here; they exerciſed their 
tury in the cathedral, tore down the' althr, broke 


the AN: in * and committed a kind of ſa- 
85 erilegious | 
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erile ious devaſtation in the church; Las burns 
the ſervice books in the market: place, filled the 
cathedral with muſketcers, who behaved in it with 
as much indecency, as if it had been an alehouſe; 
they forced the biſhop out of his palace, and employed 
that in the ſame manner, "Theſe are the moſt ma- 
terial hardſhips Which, according to the biſhop's 


- own account, happened to him Dy which he ſeems to 
0 


have born with patience and fortitude, and may 
ſerve to ſhew the violence of party rage, and that 
religion is often. made a pretence for committing 
the moſt outrageous  inſolence, | and | horrid cru- 
elty. It has been already obſerved, that Hall ſeems 
to have been of an enthuſiaſtic turn of mind, which 
| ſeldom conſiſts with any brilliance of genius; and 
in this. caſe it holds true, for in his fermons ex 
tant, there is an imbecility, which can flow from 
no other cauſe than went of parts. In poetry how- 


ever he ſeems to have greater power, Which will 


A ar whe we confider him in that light. 

3 b ofitively be determined 4 what year 
| biſho oP Halt. Nied le abliſhed that work of his 
called Hard Meaſure, in the year 1647, at which 
time he was ſeventy-three years of We and i in all 
n did not long ſurvive ir. 


His, ecc ecteſialtical wotks a art, 296 5 


off 
— preached before Xing James at 
Acre. 1624. 
Chriſtian Liberty, et bor in a Sermon at 
- Whicehall, 1628. 
Divine Light and Nee, in a 8 at 
Whitehall, e "CEE: 


A Sermon, 
. the, Paticaton ev herween, the tuo Kingdoms, 
Ji SEL 
8 "The Miſchief of Fadion.. 2 the Remedy of i it, 
a Sermon, at Whitehall on the ſecond Sunday in 
ane 1641. 
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A Sermon 


at the Cera, of Exeter, 
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Sermon, preached at the Tower, 11 
A Sermon, Preached on Whitfunday j in Norwich, 
"eli 1644. 
A Sermon, preached on Whitſunday at Higham, 
printed 1652. 
LAS Sermon, preached on Eaſter day at Wie. 
1648. 
The Mourner ! in Sion, 
A Sermon, preached at Hi Nam eg I 64 
The Women's Veil, or a Diſcourſe hl ge 
the Neceſſity or Expedience of the cloſe a 
the Heads of Women. 
HFoly Decency in the Workkip of God, 
Good Security, a Diſcourſe of 98 Chrittian 8 
Aſſurance. 
A Plain and F amiliar Explieation of Olic 


4 7 * 2 My 


Preſence, in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood 


A Letter for the Obſervation, of the Yeah 0 
Chriſt's N Nativi 


A Letter NH William Struthers, one of the : 


Preachers at Edinbur gh. 
Epiſtola D. Baltaſari Willio. S. T. D. 
Epiſtola DP. Lud. Crocio. S. T. D). 


Reverendiſſimo Marco Antonio de Vom. Archiep. | 


Spalatend.. 

Epiſtola deceſſus ſui ad Romam diſſuaſiva. 

A Modeſt Offer. 3 

Certain Irrefragable Propoſitions, worthy « of fe: 
rious Conſideration. 2 F | 

The Way of Peace in the Five Buſy Articles, 
commonly 3 by the name of Arminius. 
A Letter concerning the Fall Away from Grace. 
A Letter concerning Religion. 


A 1 ce, the frequent Injection of | 


Temptati 


A 4 N55 ory Le etter to one under Cenfure. 33 | 


hort Aer 5 the Nine Arg uments Which 

EF, brought againſt the Biſhops are * W 

For Epiſcapac; and Liturgy.” . e rs 
een in Parliament, "Om 2 2758 
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A Speech in Parliament, in Defence of the Ca. 
4 rn : 


* 
— 


nons made in Convocation. 1 6 rb 
A Speech in Parliament, concerning the Power 


+ % * * 


of Biſhops in ſecular things. 


The Anthems for the Cathedral of Exeter. 
All theſe are printed in 4to, and were publiſhed 
1660. There are alſo other Works of, this author. 
An Edition of the whole has been printed in three 


174 414% en 
Vols. folio. 


© Beſides theſe works, Biſhop Hall is author of 
Satires in Six Books, lately reprinted under the 
title of Virgidemiarum, of which we cannot give 


a better account than in the words of the ingenious 
authors of the Mono cxiew, by which Biſhop 


Hall's genius for that kind of poetical writing will 


fully appear. 


He publiſhed theſe Satires in the twenty third 
year of his age, and was, as he himſelf aſſerts in 
the Prologue, the firſt ſatiriſt in the Engliſh lan- 
%VVVꝓCC . 

. I firſt adventure, follow me who liſt, 

And be the ſecond Engliſh ſatyriſt. 


And, if we conſider the difficulty of introducing 


ſo nice a poem as ſatire into a nation, we muſt al- 


low it required the aſſiſtance of no common and 


ordinary genius. The Italians had their Arioſto, 
and the French their Regnier, who might have 
ſerved him as models for imitation ; but he copies 
after the ancients, and chiefly Juvenal and Perſius ; 
though he wants not many ftrokes of elegance and 


delicacy, which ſhew him perfectly acquainted with 


the manner of Horace. Among the ſeveral diſ- 
couragements which attended his attempt in that 
kind, he mentions one peculiar to the langua e 


and nature of the Engliſh verſiſication, which would 
appear in the tranſlation of one of © Perfius's 


Satires: 


MG 


/ 
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Satires: The difficulty and diſſonance whereof, ſays 
he, ſhall make good my aſſertion; beſides the plain 


experience thereof in the Satires of Arioſto; ſave 


which, and one baſe French ſatire, I could never 
attain the view of any for my direction. Vet we 
may pay him almoſt the ſame compliment which 
was given of old to Homer and Archilochus: for 
the improvements which have been made by ſuc- 
ceeding poets bear ng manner "of proportion to 
the diſtance of time hetween him and them. The 
verſes of biſhop == are in general extremely mu- 

fical and flowing, and are greatly preferable to Dr. 
Donne's, as being of a much ſmoother cadence ; 
neither ſhall we find him deficient, if compared 
with his ſucceſior, in point of thought and wit; 
but he exceeds” him with reſpe& to his characters, 
which are more numerous, and wrought up with 
greater art and ſtrength of colouring. Many- of 
his lines would do honour to the moſt ingenious 


of our modern poets; and ſome of them have 


thought it worth their labour to imitate him, eſpe- 
_ cially Mr. Oldham. Biſhop Hall was not only 
our firſt ſatyriſt, but was the firſt who. brought e- 
piſtolary writing to the view of 'the public ; which 
was common in that age to other parts of Europe, 
but not practiſed in England, till he publiſhed” 
his own epiſtles. It may be proper to take notice, 
that the Virgidemiarum are not printed with his 
other writings, and that an account of them is 
omitted by him, through his extreme modeſty, in 
the Specialities of his Life, prefixed to the third vo- 
lume of his-works inifolls.;- e anion lt 55 
The author's poſtſcript to his ſatires is prefixed 
by the editor in the room of a preface, and with- - 
out any apparent impropriety. It is not without 
ſome ſignatures of the biſhop's good ſenſe and 
taſte; and, making a juſt allowance for the uſe 
of a few obſolete terms, and the puerile WN | 
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of that age in making affected repetitions and re- 
' iterations df the ſame word within the compaſs of 
a period, it, would read like no bad proſe at pre- 
ſent. He had undoubtedly. an excellent ear, and 
we muft conclude he muſt have ſucceeded conſi- 
derably in erotic or paſtoral poetry, from the 
following ſtanza's, in his Defiance to Envy, which 
may be conſidered as an exordium to his poetical 
c 


: 


Wiitneſſe, ye muſes, how I wilful ſung _ 
Theſe heady rhimes, withouten ſecond care ; 
And wiſl'd them worſe my guilty thoughts among.; 
Ihe ruder ſatire ſhouid go ragg'd and bare, | 

And thew his rougher and his hairy hide, 
ho* mine be ſmooth, and deck'd in careleſſe 
pride. Hg ; 


Would we but breathe within a wax-bound quill, 
Pan's ſeven- fold pipe, ſome plaintive paſtoral ; 
To teach each hollow grove, and ſhrubby hill, 
Each murmuring brook, each ſolitary vale + 
Doo ſound our love, and to our ſong accord, 
WMearying Echo with one changeleſſe word. 


Or liſt us make two ſtriving ſhepherds ſing, 
With coſtly wagers for the victory,  _ 
Under Menalcasjudge ; while one doth bring 
A carven bowl well wrought of beechen tree, 

Praiſing it by the ſtory ; or the frame, 
Or want of uſe, or ſkilful maker's name. 


Another layeth a well- marked lamb, _ 
Or ſpotted kid, or ſome more forward ſteere, 
And from the paile doth praiſe their fertile dam; 
So do they ſtrive in doubt, in hope, in feare, 
© Awaiting for their truſty empire s doome, 
Faulted as falſe by him that's overcome. 


2 ; | ; * 
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Whether ſo me lift my lovely thought to ſing, 
Come dance ye nimble Dryads by my fide, + 


e gent ,wood-nymphs: come; and with you | 
The willing fawns that mought their muſic guide, 


Come nymphs and fawns, that haunts thoſe 
ada... oi ot: 
While report my fortunes or my loves. 


The firſt three books of Gatires are termed by 


the author Toothleſs ſatires, and the three laſt Bit. 


ing ſatires. He has an animated idea of good po- 
- etry, and a juſt contempt of poetaſters in the dif- 


ferent ſpecies of it. | He ſays of himſelf, in the 


* 


Nor can 1 buch, and writhe my fawning tayle, 


To ſome great Patron for my beſt avayle. 
 - Such hunger-ftarven trencher-poetrie, ' 
Or let it never live, or timely die. 


He frequently avows his admiration of Spenſer, 
whoſe cotemporary he was. His firſt book, con- 
ſitting of nine ſatites, appears in a manner entire 


ly levelled at low and abject poetaſters. Several 
ſatires of the ſecond book reprehend the contempt 


of the rich, for men of ſcience and genius. We 
ſhall tranſcribe the ſixth, being ſhort, and void of 
E ͤ—4ökñ. Ok 5715 gnuv9 a7; 


4 1 


A gentle ſquire would gladly entertaine 
Into his houſe ſome trencher-chaplaine; 


Some willing man that might inſtruct his ſons, 


And that would ſtand to good conditions. 


Firſt, that he lie upon the truelele- bed. 


While his young maiſter lieth o'er his head. 
Second, that he do on no default, ; 
Even preſume to ſit above the ſalt. 


8 —— — . 1 _ -— 2 a or Pas. CCL —— ik — 
rc — ...... now RAT. 75 
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Ile E192 ay; 


Third, tkat he never change his e twiſe. 
Fourth. that he: uſe all common courtefies ; 


Sit bare at meales, and one halferaiſe and: wait. 


Laſt, that he never his young maiſter beat, 
But he muib aſk his mother to define, 
5 How manie jerkes ſhe: would his brevck ald 


line. 


| All thefe obſerved, he cbuld contented bee; 


To give five markes and winter liverie. 


Thune ſeventh and laſt of this book: is a very juſt 
and humorous ſatir againſt judiciul aſtrology, which 


was probably in as hig credit rs a6 witeheraft = 
- was in in the: feeding reign. 34 


The firſt ſatire of the third book is a iron con- 
traſt of the temperance and none ney We of former 


ages, with tie duxury and: effeminacy of his own 


times, which a reflecting? reader would: be apt to 


think no better than the preſent. We ſind the good 
biſhop ſuppoſes. our anceſtors as poorly: fed as Vir- 
gil's and LHorace's 8 Kallen. He 54 ee . 


Sabre, 8 | 
Thy grandfireds dats of thrifty . 


Or many garlicke ; but thy furnace reekes 
Hot ſteams of vin; ancꝭ can a- laofe de ſerie 


- The Th e Ting) _— ee. 
The ſecond is a "Att 55 on ereQin » lately 


monuments to worthleſs men. The following ad- 


vice is bo op ea WHIT A 8-79 2047 3 2 


well expr 


n thy livin dende; 
No otlien tomb than that trus virtue . : 


What! had he: nought. e he might be 


| knowne 
© 3 pilememcs of ous cs "ie 


— 


*. 1 
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- The matter nature, and the workman's frame; 
His\purſ@'s:coft: where then is Oſmond" $name? 
_ Duſory'dit theu ill? well were thy name MAG thee, 
Wert thou anne! in Feat ſecrocie. 


The third gives an account 7 citizen's feat; 
to which he was invited, as he ſays,  ' 


With hollow words,, and * overly: requeſt. 


and; whom he difappointed by accepting his invi- 
tation at once, not Maydcning it; no war 
cant term as he applies i it: for, as he Tays, - 


Who looks for double biddings to a ſeaſt. 
- Map an home for an e gueſt. | 


Aber a ſntptucus: bill of fare, br e a 


res the great of ni ſont ne 
| Amiſer' en, 2 


* 
. 


: aca hated * eee for p Route Wi Meat e: 
zan take me 8 ſeeond bott 
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or in dreſs, The fifth repreſents the fad pliglit orf 
at courtier, whoſe: Perewinke; as ha terms it, the 
wind had blown off: by unbonnetting i in a ſalute, 
and expoſed his waxen crown or ſcalp. | Fis pro- 
bable this might be about the time of their-intro- 
duction into dreſs here. The fixth; which © is a 
fragment, contains a hyperbolical relation of a 
chirſty foul, called Gullion, who drunk Acheron dry 
in his paſſage over it, and | tons Charon's boat, 
but floated it again, by as Liberal a ſtream of urine. 


It concludes: with . W nee e ; 


r r 


Drinlee eee 1 . Sie Gullion: " 
- -Prinke to ali healths, but drink not to ch ne owne, 
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The 88 and laſt is a bon deſcrip- | 


13 tion of a famiſhed beau, Who had dined only with 


duke Humfrey, and who was ifirangely” adorned 


with exotic dreſs. 


To theſe three ſatires he adds che following. con- | 


| cluſion. 4 3241 "74 =13 


Thus have 1 rie, in e cedar tree, 

So gentle Satires, penn'd ſo eaſily, 

Henceforth I write in crabbed oak-tree rynde, + 
Search they that mean the ſecret meaning find. 
Hold out e guilty and ye galled hides, ., 
And meet ey far-ferch'd 11 800 with Walls ſides, 


13 = 
iQ 8 


In his biting a he erde ail more of the 


ſpirit and ſtile of Juvenal, his third of this book 
being an imitation, of chat ſatiriſt s eighth, on Fa- 


mily-madneſs and Pride of Deſcent; the beginning 


of which is not tranſlated amiſs by our author. 
; 2 he principal object of his fourth fatire, Gallio, 


correſpond with a modern Fribble, but that 


Be ſuppoſes him capable of hunting and hawking, 
- which are exerciſes rather too coarſe and indeli- 
cate for ours: this: may intitndte perhapa, that the 


reign of the great Elizabeth had no character 
quite ſo unmanly as our age. In adviſing him to 
wed, however, we n no bad EN Re of ak 


SP Petit Maitre. pray t : 


Hye thee, and give the —.— yet. one bone 
more, 


Buch as it got when thou thy elle was bore. - 


" His fifth. ales. contraſts the 8 of Prodi- | 
gality and Ayarice; and by a few initials, which 
are fkabbarded, it looks as if he had: ſome indi- 
viduals in view; though he bas diſclaimed ſuch an 


intention in his poſtſeript (now the preface) p. 6. 
ws , His fxth aa aaa the 


firſt 
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firſt Catire of Horace's firſt book, on the Diſſatis. 


faction and Caprice of mankind— Qui fit Mecænas; 
and, alter a juſt and lively deſeription of our dif- 
ferent purſuits in life, he concludes with the fol- 
lowing preference of a college one, which, we find 
in the Specialities of his Pfe, he was reatly de- 
voted to in his youth. The lines, which are far 
from inelegant, ſeem indeed to come from his 
heart, and make him appear as an exception to 
that too general human Aiſcomtent, Which Was the 
ſubject of this ſatire. ; * 


None all theſe ſtirs. of Aden d A tile, 

0h let me lead an academick life; 

To know much, and to think we nothing knows 

Nothing to have, yet think we have enowe; 

In ſkill to want, and wanting ſeek for more; 

In weele nor want, nor-wiſh for greater ſtore. 
Envy, ye monarchs, with your proud exceſſe, 
At our low ſayle, and our high Ire ET 


- The laſt ſatire of this book is a ſere e one on 
the clergy . of the church of Rome. He terms it 
POMH PYMH, by which we ſappoſe he intended 
to brand Rome; as the Sink of Superſtition. He 
obſerves, if ra ee whom he calls Aquine's carp- 
ing ſpright, were now- alive, among ns: . 
ing alterations at Rome, MW 


- 7 a he moſt would 8226 and wonder „ 
Is th' horned mitre, and the bloody bat, © 

The 3 os their coul?' O ſtrange form and 

; {7 ore, $; £53 73 : 8 « 

2 Save-that he ſaw: the ſame i in hell before. 


The firſt holes of be fifth Bork is flevelted FR | 
| Racking Landlords. The following lines are a 
ſtroag example of the taſte of thoſe times for the 
Punn and Paronomaſia. 79 | 
#71 Z Q 3 | While 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 


N 
\ 
- 
* 


reminds us of a pleaſant epigram of 


The 3 r 


While freezing Matho, that for one * 1 
Won't term each term the term of Hillary, 
May now, inſtead of thoſe his ſimple fees, 

Set the fee. ſimples of faire manneries. 


: The ſecond ſatire laſhes the incongraity of i Rately 
buildings and want .of hoſpitality and naturally 

Martial's on the 
fame occafion; where after deſczibing the magnifſi- 
cence of a villa, he concludes however, there 1s no 


room either to ſup or 2 1 in it. It ends with a 


tranſition on the e with which the paraſites 
are treated at the tables of the great.; being a pret- 
ty cloſe imitation of Juvenal on the ſame ſubject. 


This ſatire has alſo a few ſKabbarded initials. 


10 his third, titled, 'KOINA. SIAQN, bre ha re- 


. prehends Plato's notion of a 5 — of 
all things, are the, following lines: . 


Plato is dead, and dead is his device, 


Which ſome thought witty, none ee ever 


| an 
Viet certes Macha i is a Platoniſt 1 
To all, they ſay, ſave whoſo do not lt; 
Becauſe her huſband, a far traffick . 
15.2 Profeſs'd Feripatician. piles 0 


His laſt bock and ſatire, for it confifta but of one, 
is a humorous ironical recantation of his former 
tatires; as. the author pretends there can be no juſt 
one in ſuch perfect times as his n. ihe latter 
part of it alludes to different paſſages:in Juvenal: 


and he particularly reflects on ſome poetaſter he 
5 calls Labeo, whom he had repeatedly laſh'd be fore; 


and who was not improbably. ſome 3 


ſicribler. 


Upon the whole, theſe. ſatires ſufficiently evince 


9987 che learning and ingenuity of cheir e 
« 


— 


will admit of ſuch a punctuation at the cloſe of the 
ſecond line, and the verſe is very often as harmo- 
nious too, as if it was calculated for a modern ear ; 
tho' the at number of obſolete words retained 
would incſine us to think the editors had not pro- 
cured any very extraordinary alteration of the origi- 
nal edition, which we have never ſeen. The pre- 
ſent one is nearly printed; and, if it ſhould oc- 
caſion another, we 3 think but a ſhort gloſſary 
at the end of it, or explanations at the bottom of the 
pages, where the moſt uncouth and antiquated terms 
| occur, would juſtly increaſe the value of it, by 

adding conſiderably to the perſpicuity of this wri- 


ter; Who, in other reſpects, ſeems to have been 
a learned divine, a conſcientious chriſtian, a lover 


of peace, and well endued with patience ; for the 


exerciſe of which virtue, the confuſions at the lat- - 


ter end of his life, about the time of the death of 
Charles I., furniſhed him with frequent op- 


[ug a the account of his own hard meaſures 


ng dated in May 1647. We have met With 
no other poetical writings of the biſhop's, except 
three anthems, compoſed for the uſe of his ca- 


thedral- church; and indeed, it ſeems as if-his con- 
tinual occupation 2er his youth, and his treu- 


bles in age, were ſufiicient to ſuppreſs any future. 
| Er rom” to ſatirical poetry: which we may in- 


er from the e of che fclt ſatire of hie 0 


darth book. Ko 
# 4 bp 37 l y 


: Do A; my WP celih of * ferule "—— ; 
Tj Fong, 1 Pedant ich; ; whole deep. n 


HFlath three times confirugd either F laccus o'er, 
And thrice rehears d them in his trivial flare. 
So let them tax me for my hot blood's rage 


eee eee e, 


} 
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The ſenſe has enerally ſuch a ſufficient pauſe; and 
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RICHARD CRASRAW. 


CON of an eminent divine named William 
I Craſhaw, was educated in grammar learning 
in Sutton's-Hoſpital called the Charter-Houſe, 
near London, and in academical, partly in Pem- 
broke-Hall, of which he was a ſcholar, and af- 


terwards in Peterhouſe, Cambridge, of which he 


was a fellow, where, as in the former houſe, he 
was diſtinguiſhed for his Latin and Engliſh poe- 
try. Afterwards he took the degree of maſter of 
arts; but being ſoon after thrown out of his fellow- 
ſhip, with many others of the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, for denying the Covenant during the 
time of the rebellion, he was for a time obliged to 
ſhift for himſelf, and firuggle againſt. want and 

oppreſſion. At length being wearied with per- 
fſecution and poverty, and foreſreing the calamity 


which threatened and afterwards fell upon his 
church and country, by the unbounded fury of 


the Preſbyterians, he changed his religion, and 
went beyend ſea, in order to recommend himſelf 


to ſome Popiſh preferment in Paris; but being a 
mere ſcholar was incapable of executing his new 


plan of a livelihood, Mr. Abraham Cowley 
hearing of his being there, endeavoured to 
find him out, which he did, and to his great 


ſurprize ſaw him in a very miſerable plight: this 
happened in the year 1646. This generous bard 


| oy him all the aſſiſtance he could, and obtained 
© likewiſe ſome relief for him from Henrietta Maria 


the Queen Dowager, then reſiding at Paris. Our 


author receiving letters of recommendation from 


; virtue 


* 


| : ö KTL _ 


* 'Quern, he took 4 Journey into Italy, and by | 
os © ge E OY > 


OR 


* 


climb to- ren by. T. ſal re 
joined other poems, entitled, The Delights of 


* 


Wy 
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virtue of thoſe letters became a ſecretary to a Car- 
dinal at Rome, and at length one of the canons or 
chaplains of the rich church of our lady of Lo- 
retto, ſome miles diſtant from thence; where he 
died in 1650. 280 3 1 12111 8 1 11% 3957 
This conduct of Craſhaw can by no. means be 
juſtified : when a man changes one religion for a- 
nother, he ought to do it at a time when no mo- 
tive of intereſt can well be ſuppoſed to have pro- 
duced it; for it does no honour to religion, nor, 
to tke perſon who becomes a convert, when it 
is evident, he would not have altered his opini- 
on, had not his party been ſuffering; and what 
wauld have become of the church of England, 
what of the Proteſtant religion, What of Chriſti- 
anity in general, had the ap tles and primitive 
martyrs, and later champions for truth, 'meanly a- 
bandoned it like Craſhaw, becauſe the hand of 
power was lifced up againſt it. It is an old ob- 
ſervation, that the, blood of the mar:yrs is the 
ſeed of the church; but Craſhaw-took. care that 
the church ſhould reap no benefit by his perſe- 
verance. Before he left England he wrote poems, 
entitled, Steps to the Temple; and Wood. ſays, 
“ That he led his life in St. Mary's church near 
to Peterhouſe, where he lodged, under Tertullian's 
« roof of angels; there he made his neſt more 
* glad than David's ſwallow near the | houſe , of 
* God, where, like a primitive ſaint he offered 
more prayers in the night than others uſuallx 
offer in the day. There, he: pen'd the poems 
called Steps to the Temple for Happy Souls to 

7 by! To the ſaid Steps are 


« the Muſes, wherein are ſeveral. Latin poems; 


« which tho' of a more humane mixture, yet are 


„ ſweet as they are innocent: He hath, alſo writ- 


ten Carmen Deo Noſtro, being Hymns and o- 


7 


« ther ſacred Poems, addrefled to the Counteſs of 
e oth 5 . - | 5 £4 a Denbigh. 


= 
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Denbigh. "He is ſaid to have _ _ of five 
« languages,” beſides his mother tongue, viz. He- 
0 * brow, Greek, Latin, Han, and Spaniſh, 125 


cate and chaſte writer; his language is pure, his 
| 40 aur, 908 His manner « n: ten 
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WIL 1a RowIE V,, 


N dukes IT lived 3 in the reign of Chartes 

I. and was ſome time A member of Pem- 
broke-Hall in Cambridge. 'There are no particu- 
| lars on record concerning this poet. He was be- 


loved, Jays Lag ir, by | akeſ Pear, 1 ohnſon, | 
and Fletcher, and writ wh the Farmer the Bri- 


tiſh Merlin, beſides what he j i oined in writing with 


by, of the third claſs, as. e a Beben. 
45, and Webfter. - 


The author has Be 6 He, in vat of his gun 
writing, which are as 5 

712 A New Wonder, a Woman never vext, a 
Comedy, acted Anno 1632. 1 'Widow's finding 
her wedding Rin (which: 


Story of Polycrates, in the Thalia of Herodotus. 
2. A Match at Midnight, a Comedy, acted by 
i ken fro of the Revels, 1633. Part of the Par 
7 en from a Nr m che Es iſh Rogue, Part 
3. All's "loft by jt, 1 Tragedy, aQteg at the 


Phenix in e sf the Lady Elizabeth's 


Seryar ts, 


LES 


Mr. Oraſba w feems/ to have been a very del. 


dropt eroſſing the 
Thames) in the fly of a. Fiſh, is taken from the 


Seng = pj = 6G e mw. ics þy 


THOMAS en 


Servants, 16 ue e This is eſteemed a tolerable Play. 
. 88 er's;2\ Gentleman, a Comedy, acted 
at the Red-Bull, 1638. This Play was afterwards - 
3 2 the 72 ia in Norſet- he Hike ; | 
rom, Criſpin nus; or the Hiſtory 
the Gentle Craft. 
5. The Witch of 8 a Tra i-Camedy, 
acted by the Prince's Servants. at the. Cock - pit on 
Drury- ne, If * 2 Play was aſterwai 
ted at Court wit lauſe. 
5. The Birth 911 lin, a Cn Cotnady 1665. 
The Plot from Geofrey of Monmouth. Shakeſpear 
aſſiſted in this Play. He joined with Middleton in 
* rn a ies, ans WAH e hand 


Tx ons N A an, 


Vile in the reign of King Chatles i Was 
educated in the univerſity of-Cambridge, and 
was deſigned for holy orders. He was deſcended 
from a family inHertfordfbire, and was born at Leo- 
ſtoff in Suffolk. Whether he obtained any prefer 
ment in the church, or was honoured with any great 
man's patronage, is no where Aetermined. It is rea- 
ſonable to believe the cantrary, becauſe good for- 
tune is ſeldam without the evidence of flattery, or 
envy, whereas diſtreſs and-obſcurity, are almaſt in- 
ſeparable companions. This is further confirmed i in 
ſome lines vehemently paſſionate, in a perform- 
ance of his called Piers — 3 Which to ifay 
nothing of the poetry, are a ſtrong: picture of rage, 
- and, N and part of * as they will: ſhew 
| thathe was uo mean verſiſier, ſhall be: quoted by way _ 
4] Rs * the r af alc 
enn Se18s 
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Pennileſs, or Supplication to the Devil, he had ſome 
reflections on the parentage of Dr. * his fa- 
ther being arope- maker of Saffron- Walden. 
duced conteſts between the Doctor and him, ſo that 


his pro- 
it became a paper war. Amongſt other books which 


Mr. Naſh wrote againſt him, was one entitled, Have 
with ye, to Saffron Walden; and another called, 


Four letters confuted. He wrote likewiſe a a7 
called, The White Herring and the Red. He has 


publiſhed two plays, Dido Queen of Carthage, in 


which he joined with Marloe : and Summers laſt 
Will and "Teſtament, a Comedy. Langbaine ſays, 
he could never procure a fight of either of theſe, 
but as to tke play called, See me, and See me not, 
aſcribed to him by Winſtanley, he ſays, it is written 
by one Draw bridgecourt Belchier, Eſq; Thomas 
Naſh had the reputation of a ſharp ſatiriſt, which 
talent he exerted With a great deal of acrimony a- 
* the Covenanters and Puritans of his time: 
e likewiſe wrote a piece called, The Fourfold way 
to Happineſs, in a dialogue between a countryman, 
er divine, and lawyer, printed in 4to. London, 
1 33. ; . 5 „ f , HE. P S * ; 


In an old poem called che return to Parnaſſus; or 


e for Simony,  Naſh's character is ſummed 
| our lines, which Mrs. Cooper think: is im- 
partially done. „ wn Th 
Let all his faults ſleep in his mournful cheſt, 
And there for ever with his aſhes reſt !' 
His ftile was witty ; tho he had ſome gall: 


Something he might have mended——ſo may all 


From his PIERS PENNILESS. 


Why is't damnation to deſpair and die, 


When life is my true happineſs diſeaſe ? 

My ſoul ! my ſoul ! thy ſafety makes me fly 

I be faulty means that might my pain appeaſe, 
Divines, and dying men may talk © Hell; 
But, in my heart, her ſev'ral torments , 


- 
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Ah! wonklah wit to train me to this woe 1 
Deceitful arts, that nouriſh- diſcontent ! 
"Ul thrive the folly that bewitched me ſol 
Vain thoughts adieu, for now) TL will ins Wot 
And yet my wants perſuade me to re 
Since an take you of a Stholgr 8 need 4 


Forgive me God, altho* 1 Rufe. my birth; 
And ban the air wherein I breath a wretch | f, 
Since miſery hath daunted all my mirth 
And I am * uite undone, thro pramiſe e 
O friends! no friends l that then ungently Goun: 
Wen changing Nr cat. us e down! 


Without redreſs, ;complajes: my cardlcls vers, : 
And Midas ears relent not at my moan ! 
In ſome far land will I my griefs rehearſe, 
1 _ that will be moved when 1 n 
FSroan 5 
rn 4 the ſoil that brought me forth 1 
e e rer is NY Nr Fs 


- 


\ Joun For, . 


; Gentleman: 1175 I Miadle-Temple, "He: 

wrote in the reign of Charles I. He Was 2 | 

well-wiſher to the muſes, and a friend andacquaint- 
ance of moſt of the poets of his time, He was 
not only a partner with Rowley and Decker in 
the Witch Pl Edmonton, and with Decker in the 
Sun's Darling; but wrote likewiſe: himſelf ſeven 
plays, moſt of which were acted at the Phænix in 
the Black -Fryars, and may be known by an 105 
en ener din e ganbeaily:palaned tk | 

tie ate, viz. 

N F IDE 


— 


1 * 
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1 - 5 4 9 on 22 Fe — 
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in Drury-Lane, 


—& 
50 
* 


| Servanity at the -privane- 


'L ru * 
7 1 5 E . o N 0 A. 
His genius was more turned r bey 


comedy, which een an bogs * 200 0 write 
thus of , 


| Deepi in a 7 Jenn . was ee = 
With folded arms, and melancholy hat. 


Theſe pretenſe aer Langbaine, who- 
3 | 
been Heart, à Trag hot rp "the King's 


ſe in Black-Fryars, 
printed in 4to. London 1633, and dedicated to 
Lord Craven. Baron of Head. Nara: The 


Sßpeaker's Names ars fined to their Qualities, and 


a of them: are derivud em Gree! Frymolo- 


1 55 2. Fancies Chaſte and Noble, 2 eren, 

—_ 2 Queen's Servants, ar thie- x in 
printed td. London 1648; and dedi- 

ys to Lord Ran Randel M: Macdonell, Earl of * 

in the Kingdom of. Ireland. 

boch their Majeſties Servants, at "the ende Ho 

rinted 4to. London, 1639. 

I e a0 


4. Lover's Melaschely, a 


at a Private Houſe in 1 and pu blickl7 


at the Globe By the King's 8 


London 2629, 3 * Gray's- 


Inn. Fhis Play is commended by — ofthe au- 


thor's 1 880 2 e _— r 
— 


is nt ee nor de fore. — ER 


Of friends, chat ſhall commend: to aſter times 
- Phe lover's naciancholy : It's: own worth 
, ä PIE wy oY 


* 5 
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The cuthor , ſays Larghaine,. has imbellitfed this 
Play with feverat F ancies from other Writers, Which 
he has appolitely brought in, as the Story of. the 
- Contention between the Muſician and” 7 3 ight- 
ingale, defcribed in Strada's academical an | 
Lib. ii. Prol. 6. Zip 3 
iS. Love's 'Sacrifiee,; eneral- 
ly well, acted by the Queen's at the Phce- 
nix in Drury-Lane; printed 4to.-Lond. 1663. There 
is à 0 e rd this Play,, en "Oy : 
James Shirley, Eſq; a dramatic writer. 
* Perkin  Warbeck,- a Chronicle. gory 
mange r Acted by this: Queen's Serv; 
Drury- Laue, printed w: rz , arid deticatetro _ 
Willfam Ca Dake of Newealite: This Play 
as ſeveral” of tlie merges 18 Atrenckeck with Verſes  - 
written by four of the AweRors friends: The Plot _ 
8. founded om Pruth,. and may he read in all che. -* 
Chronicles of Henry VII. 8 Ye 
7. Sut''s\Narlittg, a Morat Mask, len 12 | 
by _—_— e -— e in, Z — 
165 Kppfruſe, n on- 
1 cated tu chte 12 
iwc ey, Earl of Southam . "This: Play Wage 
wrote by our author and John ike 0 tpub- 
lifted" till after their dereafe.. of Verſes: 
_ written by Mr. John Tatetiamnt ih Etroductis onto 
the Mask, ar the Eutry wheteof the Reader will 


find an Explanation of the Hellgn alluding, te the. 
Four Set oft che Year: * ** Gs 


. 8 1 a Whore, a Tragedy „ printed 5 
in in NO. ngbaine ſays, that this equals if 
our amhoy's: perfbrmunees, _—_ 
wins to: be 3 not he paint che tneteſ- - 
tuous love between Gibvaunß ate} his-Sifter An- 
nabella, in too beautiful colo P have not 
been able to aſcertain the year in which this au- 


F 


thor died; but: i For eircumſtamces, that 

it an have been ſome time before the Reſtora- : 

PEER / Ds, tion, | 
| 43 A : 2/ 8 85 5 | * 1 
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Tonk and Rowley, fe frien 
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tion and before the Year 1657, * the Sun's 


- Darling, written between him and Decker was | 


publiſhed in 1657, which 15 Lan baine ſays, was 
ar e 3 ade 5 s 
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Tuo MiopLeron 


1 
Iv E D in the reig n of — Charles I. he was 
pdtemporary 1 vi. lo ohnſon, 25 er, Maſſin- 
ip he ee to 


ſhared, and though he fell much ſhort of the 


two former, yet brag, joined with them in writ- 


ing plays, = arrived at ſome reputation. He 
Joined with — and Johnſon in a play call- 


2 The Widow, and the 1 . honour. that 
* 


is known. of this ny ing admitted 
to make a triumvirate 2 5 two ſuch ch great men: 


- he joined wi Maflinger and Rowley in writing 


the Old Law; he was 2 likewiſe affiſted by Row- 
ley in writing three plays. We have not been 


able to find any p 9 of this man's life, further 


than his friendſh1 P and connection already mentioned, 
owing to his obſcurity, as he was, never conſidered 
a genius, concerning which the world thought 


theta elves intereſted to preſerve, 3 e, AP 


C.: 
15 t R E A 94 1 i 


e dramatic wotles are 3 


1. The Five Gallants, acted at che © RO Fry ars. 
. Blur, Mr. Conſtable, or the Spaniard's Night 


Walk, 3 e- acted. by the Children of St. 


Paul's School ly 1602. £2 e 1 
24 2 f x: Alt: 0 £03 ies 0 8185 . 
* 1 2 
41 2 : e's Lives of the Potts, 0.370 by 70: 
i 1245 215 Led 3181! 5 F 
; . | 3. The 


410 
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. Thi Phickin, 4 Tragedy, ade Wg Ru. 
2 st. Paul's, and alſo before Biz A e 


1607 ; the ſtory is taken Nies a Fey 
calle the Fares of Love. = 2 
The Family of Love, 1 oniedy, à 

the er iden bf his Majeſty's Revels; 1608. 
— G5. of Molt Cirtpul aged, 


+ YF: 


Mr: 


be, both at St. Paul 
weir Maſetzes! wien 
7. The Triamphs 
— petfornied it the 


William Cokain, , Genee of - his Majeſty's Forces, 24 


aud Eord Mayor of the 
8. The Chafte 

cmedy, - Bcd * dy th 

1620. 19 


e by . 


Cady Eliz 


1.5: Th Well Wa ae Ten 4 Vai, Yor yl 


. ty ihe Pritice's ſervaiits, 1646, 


ep arrel, 2. Somedy, aQet in the 5 


year 7622, 1 Rowley affifed. in ch polity 
55 1 N 


11. The 3 Temple Maſque, A Maſque of 3 
Heroes, repreſented by the Gentlemen of the 3 


ner-Temple, 1640. 
12. The 0. 


* 


8. 6 


Nesdlat A pri- 


Fate houſe in Drury Lane, —_ Satiabury Court, 
with applauſe, 165 3, Mr. Rowley ee þ in writing 
Alſemero, 


this play; ; for the plot ſee the it 

and Beatrice 8 in yt ver $ m7 Revenge 
againſt Mur | 3 

23. The Old Law, or a Ne 


„ 


ay to Pleaſe 


You, a Comedy, ated before the 4 and Queen 
in Salisbury Court, printed 1656. Maſſenger and 


Rowley afüſted in this Play 
14. No Wit, No Help like a Woman' 3, A Co- 


1 welp, arch in ang year T 


16115 Part ef © this play wr : 
Decker. 
TPriclt to: bitch the OW Die, 4 W | 
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This Rlay is founded on a | - 
lito and abel. 
ö 50 6. cy Diſflemblers | 
"9 act ed 17 8 — 
8 The Spaniſn Gypſie 
auſe, both at the private houſe, 
| Court, 1660 in this 2 
a owl Part of 1 
| 's Teryants, - 
Nel Verte, by Stow tow 
12 was ever act 
28 Mad orſd, my Maſters, 2 Comedy, . 
5 8 at te houſe in Saisbury Court 3 
; i | 
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